


That all changed in 1947.  The little 
institute left its location in Sevierville 
and moved to its present location on 
Ocoee Street in downtown Cleveland.  
When it did, it restructured itself as a 
four-year college, and was named Lee 
College.  

Seventy years later, Lee looks and 
operates in a very diff erent way:  fi ve 
thousand students, fi fty-fi ve academic 
majors, in fi elds as diverse as teacher 
education, music, nursing, business, re-
ligion, and the traditional liberal arts.

More than a thousand new students 
arrive on our campus each fall, so the 
constant churn of new Lee people in 
and out of Cleveland has become a fa-
miliar feature of life in this community.

Most Lee graduates move back home, 
to states all over the country, to resume 
their adult lives there.  Many others 
decide they like it here, so they stay, 
and one fi nds Lee alumni all over town, 
building careers and families in their 
newly adopted hometown.

There is another category:  native 

Clevelanders 
like me who 
attended Lee, 
graduated, 
then stayed 
right here — or 
returned after a 
few years.  For 
us, Cleveland is 
now both our 
college town 
and our home-
town, and that 
can be a terrifi c 
combination!

So as a native Clevelander, I’m hap-
py that Lee University is part of my 
community.  And as a Lee guy, I can 
enthusiastically say how happy we are 
to be in Cleveland.

Thanks for making Lee and the 
Cleveland and Bradley community such 
a wonderful place to live, work, and 
study!

Paul Conn

As you know, Lee University is cel-
ebrating a very special birthday.  One 
hundred years old:  that’s a big mile-
stone!

For the fi rst 30 years, Lee wasn’t even 
a college at all; it was a small institute 
for training ministers, with the un-
imaginative name of “Bible Training 
School.”
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For Enriching the Lives of 
Our Youth for 100 Years,

Thank You Lee University

Hello to all our Cleveland and Bradley County friends 

South quadrant off 
the Lee University 

campus
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Thank you for 100 years of serving, teaching and leading.

Life Care Centers of America 
congratulates Lee University for 

a Century of Greatness.
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In honor of Lee University’s 
Centennial, a brief history of the 
school has been compiled based 
on an article fi rst printed in Lee 
University “Torch” in 1993 and a 
series in “Faith News.”  It is used 
with permission of Lee Universi-
ty. The 1993 article was written 
by the late Charles W. Conn, for-
mer president of Lee and gener-
al overseer of the Church of God.

———
Lee University has grown 

from its humble beginnings 
in November 1917 as the Bible 
Training Institute to Best Col-
leges ranking in Regional Uni-
versities of the South. 

While many changes have tak-
en place over the last hundred 
years, it has its most significant 
changes in the last 32 years. 

Under the leadership of Dr. 
Paul Conn, president, the 
Christ-centered university has 
“undergone a remarkable trans-
formation that has included 
significant growth in academic 
programs, student enrollment, 
faculty strength and diversity, 
as well as an expanded sense of 
mission and vision.”

Today the university has ap-
proximately 4,800 undergrad-
uates enrolled in programs of 
arts, sciences, education, music, 
religion and nursing. 

Under Dr. Conn’s guidance, 
the university has added two 
dozen major buildings. 

A key aspect of its curricu-
lum is the addition of Service 

Learning and Study Abroad 
Components.

 To receive a bachelor’s de-
gree, Lee’s students must com-
plete “an approved cross-cul-
tural experience, complete 
service outside the university 
in three major areas (envi-
ronmental, interpersonal, and 
institutional) and complete 
coursework designed to develop 
cultural literacy and an under-
standing of the role of service 
in one’s life.”

The Beginning
The idea for Lee University 

began in 1911 with an eff ort 
by the Church of God to train 
church workers. A couple of orga-
nizational boards were named; 
however, it was not until Novem-
ber of 1917, the school for “train-
ing of young men and women for 
effi  cient service on the fi eld” was 
instituted.

The fi rst class, composed of 12 
students, met Jan. 1, 1918, in the 
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1917
General Assembly 
approved Bible 
Training Institute

Jan. 1, 1918
First class of 12 met at 

Publishing House
A.J. Tomlinson, 
superintendent

April 4, 1919
First two graduates 
receive diplomas

1922
Flavius J. Lee 

became second 
superintendent

1923
J.B. Ellis named 

superintendent; school 
moves to Assembly 

Tabernacle

1924
T.S. Payne named 
superintendent

Dr. Charles Conn
  

Charles W. Conn served from 
1970 to 1982 as president of Lee 
College. He also served as president 
emeritus at Lee University until his 
passing March 18, 2008.

Besides his credentials at Lee, 
Conn was a pastor, editor, author, 
educator and administrator. He 
served on the Executive Committee 
of the Church of God and in 1966 
was named general overseer of the 
church.

He served as the editor of The 
Lighted Pathway and The Church 
of God Evangel. He also wrote 
23 books, the most well-known 
of which is “Like A Mighty Army, 
Moves the Church of God,” the offi  -
cial history of the Church of God. 

Under his leadership Lee Col-
lege, set enrollment records, built 
housing for the married students 
and built an auditorium which was 
named in 1978 the Charles W. Conn 
Center.

In his honor, Lee University in 
2003 established the Charles W. 
Conn Servant Leadership Schol-
arship, which recognizes students 
who demonstrate a commitment to 
service during their time at Lee.

Conn was married to Edna Minor 
Conn. They had 12 children.

Congratulations

BUILDING STRONG MINDS AND CHARACTER FOR 100 YEARS!

Lee University — the first 25 years

See 1919, Page 6Courtesy of Lee University
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1935 
 
“J.H. Walker, 

who had hired 
me to teach 
in B.T.S., was 
voted in as 
general overseer 
that year and 
Zeno C. Tharp 
became the new 
superintendent of the school. Brother 
Walker came to help us to get started. 

“No class schedule was made out — 
the students decided what classes they 
wanted to take and then in a meeting 
of students and teachers, a schedule 
was worked out.

“It took a whole day to get classes 
switched around so everyone was sat-
isfi ed. Brother Walker would stop once 
in a while and sing a few lines of ‘We’ll 
Understand It Better By and By.’ 

“I think we had a little more than a 
hundred students.

“The students said B.T.S. stood for 
‘beans, taters and soup’ which was 
the normal fare in the school dining 
room.” 

— The late Avis Swiger
Teacher at B.T.S. and

Lee College from 1934 to 1972
From her autobiography, “Rare Bird”
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1930-34
J.H. Walker named president

Curriculum addition included music under Otis 
McCoy; high school under R.R. Walker; and commer-

cial studies

1935
Zeno Tharp named 

president

1938
B.T.S. moves 

from Cleveland to 
Sevierville

1941
High School

 receives 
accreditation

1942
B.T.S. elevated to 

Bible Training School 
and College

1942
Yearbook 

Vindauga launched

upstairs of the Publishing 
House. Evangelist and 
proofreader Nora Cham-
bers was the only teacher.

World War I, the deadly 
infl uenza epidemic and 
an extremely cold winter 
resulted in six of the class 
dropping out during the 
fi rst three-month session. 
A student died of infl uenza 
during the second term.

On April 4, 1919, the fi rst 
B.T.S. graduates — A.D.Ev-
ans and R. Earl Hamilton 
— received their diplomas. 
A.J. Thomlison, general 
overseer of the Church 
of God, was the school’s 
superintendent.

During the fourth term, 
which began in September 
1919, a correspondence 
course was introduced. 
Within a year, the corre-
spondence course had 788 
enrolled. 

Over the next few years, 
there were frequent 

THIS PHOTO, provided by Lee University, shows the fi rst class at Bible Training 
School in 1918. Nora Chambers, the only teacher, is standing on the right.

1919
From page 4Avis 

Swiger

changes in leadership at B.T.S. F.J. 
Lee was named president in 1922. 
Then when Lee was elected general 

overseer of the Church of God, J. B. 
Ellis was selected to head the school 

See COLLEGE, Page 7

Courtesy of Lee University
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923
StarVue Dr.
476-9434

CLEVELAND’S LARGESTCLEVELAND’S LARGEST

FLOORING CENTER!FLOORING CENTER!

THE FLOORING CENTER
“The Home 

Improvement 
Specialists”

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

Sat. 9:00-2:00

The Mayor and City Council Congratulate you,
Lee University on 100 Years!

CITY COUNCIL - 
Members L to R

Charlie McKenzie,
Councilman District 1

Bill Estes,
Councilman District 2

Tom Cassada,
Councilman District 3

David May,
Councilman District 4

Ken Webb,
Councilman At Large

Dale Hughes,
Councilman District 5

Seated
Avery Johnson,

Councilman At Large

Kevin Brooks - Mayor

COLLEGE
From page 6

LEE STUDENTS join the centennial celebration at Lee University with 
T-shirts.

in 1923. It was under his tenure 
that the school moved from the 
Publishing House to the newly 
constructed General Assembly 
building. 

From 1924 to 1930, B.T.S. was 
under the leadership of T.S. 
Payne. 

J.H. Walker served as super-
intendent/president from 1930 
to 1934. He added programs 
of music under Otis McCoy, a 
high school division under R.R. 
Walker and a commercial studies 
curriculum. 

“The life of students was stur-
dy business in those days. The 
serious pursuit of learning was 
fi rst, foremost and virtually alto-
gether, the activity of the student 
body. There was little or no time 
for the recreational and social 

interests of other schools.”
Zeno C. Tharp, an alumnus of 

B.T.S., served as superintendent/
president from 1935 to 1943. “He 
guided the school through years 
of fi nancial diffi  culty and the 

See THARP, Page 8



THARP
From page 7

restrictive days of World War II. 
   “As the school began to grow, 
new facilities were needed. In 
1938, the church purchased the 
Murphy Collegiate Institute in 
Sevierville. 
   “There was impressive phys-
ical expansion, but the greater 
growth was in academic mood 
and purpose. Dreams of accred-
itation were born, and the high 
school was accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges 

in 1941.
The march toward a college 

was begun. In 1942, B.T.S. was 
elevated to Bible Training School 
and College. 

“In 1943, the fi rst 25 years of 
the school ended on an oppor-
tunistic level. Among the 450 
students enrolled that year were 
many sons and daughters of 
those who had been there be-
fore them. A full generation had 
passed through the halls of ac-
ademia in the Church of God. It 
was a milestone from which the 
future was as promising as the 
past memorable.”
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2900 Westside Drive, NW
Cleveland, TN 37312

423-614-5424
www.MorningsideOfCleveland.com

Congratulations

On this 
Monumental Milestone

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Pet
Friendly

100Congratulations
on your 100th

birthday!

COMMUNITY
Cleveland State

COLLEGE
(423) 472-7141 • clevelandstatecc.edu

Congratulations
on your 100th

birthday!

Photo courtesy of Lee University

THIS IS AN EARLY class at Bible Training Institute.
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423-641-0956
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

2401 North Ocoee Street, Suite 201 (Directly behind Medical Center Pharmacy)
ahlbergaudiology.com

Celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of the foundation 

for our community

Congratulations
Lee University

L-R: Rita Tatum-Front Offi ce Coordinator, Emma Bailey-M.A., Tiffany C. Ahlberg-Au.D., CCC-A, 
Susan B. Webb-M.A., CCC-A, Beverly Stevison-Practice Manager

Courtesy of Lee University

The second 25 years
This is a portion of an ar-

ticle written by Dr. Charles 
W. Conn that appeared in the 
1993 Lee University Torch 
and “Faith News.” The article 
is used with permission of Lee 
University.

———
The second 25 years of Lee 

College (University) history 
was as persistent as the fi rst 
25 had been tentative. 

Both generations knew 
the stress of a world locked 
in global war; World War I 
in 1918 and World War II in 
1943. The lessons learned be-
tween the two were benefi cial 
to the cause of higher educa-
tion.

Between two wars

By 1943 the simplicity of an 
earlier time had given way to 
the complexities of the new; 
it was recognized that the 
church as well as the world 
that a college education was 
no longer a luxury for a priv-
ileged few, but a necessity for 
all who wished to be eff ective 
in life. That was especially 
true for those who wanted to 
be acceptable workmen for the 
Lord. The mandate to “show 
thyself approved unto God” 
became very real. Uncertain-
ties toward education held by 

See ACADEMICS, Page 10

1944
J.H. Walker  returned for 

year as president

1945
E.L. Simmons named 

president; New dormitory  
added, improvements made to 

other facilities
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Chattanooga • Hixson
• Cleveland • Fort Oglethorpe

423-899-0431
Certifi ed by the American Boards of Allergy and

Immunology, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine

Chattanooga
Allergy
Clinic

Advanced Allergy
Care For Your 

Family

1950
E.M. Tapley served as 

president

1951
John C. Jernigan 

named president

1952
R. Leonard Carroll 
was president

1946
Church bought Bob Jones 

College and school moved in 
time for 1947-48 year

1946
B.T.S renamed Lee 

College after second 
B.T.S. president Flavius 

J. Lee

1949
J. Stewart Brinsfi eld 

was named president

the earlier generation were ab-
sent, or at least quieter, in the 
second.

An unprecedented boon for 
military veterans who wanted 
an education came with the end 
of World War II: The G.I. Bill of 
Rights provided college grants 
for those who had been in mil-
itary service. This act moved 
college education form a privilege 
of the rich and gifted to an op-
portunity for ordinary, working 
class would-be scholars. 

It was a wonderful time to 
advance the cause of Christian 
education, and Lee College was 
poised for a remarkable advance-
ment.

New leaders

J.H. Walker had been elected 
general overseer of the Church 
of God while serving the B.T.S. 
with distinction. He returned 
as president in 1944; however, 
although the school had a record 
enrollment of 630, things did not 

THIS PHOTO of the Lee College campus in the 1950s shows Tharp Hall 
and Nora Chambers Hall, which were located on a portion of Church Street 
that has now been incorporated into the campus.

ACADEMICS
From page 9

go well. 
E.L. Simmons was chosen to 

lead in 1945. Under his leader-
ship there was notable property 
enlargement, with the comple-
tion of a new dormitory and 
extensive improvements of other 
facilities.

 The greater advancement, 
however, was made in academics. 
Earl M. Tapley, with degrees in 
education from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and Peabody College, was 
added to the faculty and named 
dean of the college.

Under the guidance of Sim-
mons and Tapley, the school be-
gan to be noticed in the academic 
world. Graduates were soon able 
to transfer to major colleges for 
completion of their education. 
The eager stride toward accredit-
ed college status was quickened. 

Return to Cleveland
and a new name

And then, in 1946, a golden op-
portunity came to the Church of 
God — purchase of the Bob Jones 
College campus in Cleveland, 
which had been built originally 
in 1885 as Centenary College, a 

Methodist institution. 
Occupancy of the campus 

meant that B.T. S. would return 
to the place where it began in 
1918, the headquarters city of the 
Church of God. The move was 
made in time for the 1947-48 
school term with the name of the 
school changed to Lee College 
in honor of its second president, 
Flavius J. Lee. 

President Simmons remained 

with the college only one year 
after the return to Cleveland. But 
the upward move in the fi eld of 
education was determined.

J. Stewart Brinsfi eld was ap-
pointed president. In many ways 
his presidency was a herald of 
the future. He and Tapley formed 
a capable and compatible team, 
with the continued building of 

See FACULTY, Page 11
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IN THIS PHOTO provided by Lee University, the 1967 Collegians are 
shown.

1952
Rufus L. Platt, dean of 

the junior college, became 
president

1959
Bible College accred-

ited by the Accrediting 
Association of Bible 

Colleges

1960
Junior College accredited by 

Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools; Ray H. Hughes begins six 

year term as president

1956
Pioneers for Christ 

begun

1958
Campus Choir 

organized

1963
Administration 

building built; College 
Day initiated

FACULTY
From page 10

a competent faculty one of their 
high priorities. The faculty in-
cluded such attractive teachers 
as Hollis Gause, Mary Elizabeth 
Harrison Green, Leon Green, 
Robert Humbertson, Lacy Powell 
and A.T. Humphries. 

Recruiters and music groups 
were sent out in an aggressive 
search for students and fi nancial 
support. Eff orts were launched to 
acquaint both the church mem-
bership and the general public 

with the educational aims of 
the college. The resulting col-
lege spirit was unmistakable on 
campus.

Off  campus, there seemed 
to be a divided opinion about 
exactly what Lee College should 
be. Some felt that it should be a 
liberal arts college with a strong 
curricula in theology and bibli-
cal studies, while others felt it 
should be strictly a Bible College 
for training Christian workers, 
with only necessary courses in

See  A TIME TO GROW, Page 12 
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CONGRATULATIONS on your 100th AnniversaryCongratulations

On Your Centennial!

220 N. Ocoee Street
Cleveland, TN 37311

p: 423.339.1488

FOR 44 YEARS, Dr. Lois Beach, right, shared her scientifi c knowledge with 
the students at Lee. The Beach Science Building built in 1965 was demolished in 
2009 to make way for a new science building. 

A TIME TO GROW
From page 11

arts and sciences. The ques-
tion to identify virtually ended 
the excitement and growth. A 
decade would pass before that 
matter was fi nally settled.

Although he was popular with 
the faculty, students and pub-
lic, Brinsfi eld was dismissed as 
president during the 1950-51 
school term. The change was 
followed by a period of frustra-
tion that saw the loss of Lee’s 
recent gains, and the spread of a 
regrettable malaise toward Lee 
College. The loss of enthusiasm 
was caused by, or resulted from, 
the enrollment and fi nancial 
problems that plagued the col-
lege through most of the 1950s.

E.M. Tapley served as acting 
president for the remaining 
semester of Brinsfi eld’s 1950-51 
term, until the college appointed 
John C. Jernigan president for 
the 1951-52 term. This was not 
intended to be a long-term ap-
pointment and Jernigan served 

for only one year.
In 1952, R. Leonard Carroll 

became president. His presiden-
cy was initially well received, 
but the student decline began. 
By 1954, the enrollment had 
dropped to 530. Rufus L. Platt, 
dean of the junior college, was 
appointed president in 1957. 
Despite his many eff orts, the 
enrollment decline continued. 
College property was sold to pay 
its obligations. 

At the beginning of Platt’s 
presidency, the already capable 
faculty was strengthened by the 
addition of J. Herbert Walker Jr. 
and Lucille Walker. 

Accreditation
In 1959, the Bible College was 

accredited by the Accrediting 
Association of Bible Colleges, 
which was followed in 1960 by 
accreditation of the Junior Col-
lege by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools (SACS).

Equally signifi cant spiritual 

1965
Science Building opened, which housed 

Brown Auditorium
James Cross named president

1965
Arts and Sciences, 

education and reli-
gion divisions formed

1966
Department of Business 

formed under
 Dr. Donald Rowe

1967
Hughes Hall, 
dormitory for 

boys, built

1966
Higginbotham 

Administration Building 
opened

See FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE, Page 14
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THE 1963 Lee Singers are shown, above.

AT LEFT IS the 1964 Choir at Lee Day.

WHILE THE FLAMES talk 
strategy, the Lee Flames’ cheerleaders 
get the crowd ready to support the 
team.



FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE
From page 12

attainments kept hope alive 
during the period. As early as 
1956, Carroll’s last year, a vibrant 
personal evangelism program 
was born on the Lee College 
campus. Charles R. Beach, a lan-
guage professor, utilized a cam-
pus Youth for Christ club to lead 
students in evangelistic eff orts to 
nearby cities and states. 

The idea took hold and the Pi-
oneers for Christ movement was 
born. PFC fl ourished throughout 
Platt’s presidency and grew into 
one of the most inspiring youth 
movements of recent times. 
It stands today as one of the 
Church’s remarkable evangelistic 
eff orts, a witness that God is at 
work even in tough times.

The 1950s also saw the advent 
of great music festivals that 
thrilled hundreds who came 
great distances to hear college 
choirs and musical groups. The 
tradition of Christian music 
established earlier by such men 

as J.H. Walker, Otis McCoy and 
Owel Denson was carried to ex-
citing heights by A.T. Humphries.

Im 1960, the Executive Council 
of the Church of God called for a 
committee on Educational Aims 
and Accomplishments. 

After suff ering through a 
decade of decline, it seemed the 
church was eager to comprehend 
the problems of higher education, 
and roll up its collective sleeves 
in order to avoid such diffi  culties 
in the future.

 The committee, James A 
Cross, chairman; Charles W. 
Conn, secretary; Ray H. Hughes, 
James L. Slay and Lewis Willis 
worked for two years, 1960-
62, with research, church-wide 
surveys, in-depth considerations 
and debate. 

The committee report included, 
in part, the following recommen-
dation: “…it is our responsibility 
to sponsor one four-year liberal 
arts college, strong in education 
and the arts. It is our further re-
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CONGRATULATIONS
On Your 100 Year Anniversary

You are an educational leader
& an asset to our community

Congratulations

on this monumental milestone
You are truly an asset to the

“City With Spirit”
from your friends at
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2260 Chambliss Ave.
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(423) 746-2626
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See PARTNERS, Page 15

1968
50th anniversary of Lee 

College

1969
College was accredited 

as four-year liberal arts 
college  by SAC

1969
 Cross Hall, 

a dormitory for 
girls, built

1970
Charles W. Conn 

became president

1973
Carroll Court housing 
for married couples

1967
 Bible College and 

Liberal Arts College 
merge

LEE CAMPUS TOURS allow prospective students and their parents to 
see the many opportunities at the school. 
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CONGRATULATIONS
on 100 Years of
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LEE STUDENTS play a game of fl ag football during the 1980s. Photo cour-
tesy of Lee University.

THE FIRST Summer Honors program participants are shown in this Lee 
University Archives photo

Partners
From page 14 

sponsibility to sponsor a strong 
school of theology and Christian 
training. We recommend that 
our eff orts and attention be di-
rected toward the full realization 
of such an institution, which is 
and shall be Lee College.”

Hughes’ years

Ray H. Hughes led Lee College 
for six years, 1960 to 1966. 

Several projects of campus 
enlargement improved school 
morale and confi dence in the 
future. Among these were a mod-
ern administration building to 
replace Centenary’s “Old Main” 
in 1963, and a science building, 
which also housed Brown Audi-
torium in 1965.

Among eff orts to stimulate 
enrollment and fi nancial sup-
port, an annual “College Day” 
was initiated, when promising 
high school students were given 
a taste of college life. Enrollment 
thereupon rose remarkably to 
629 in 1963, and up to 897 in 
1965. A “President’s Council” was 

created to encourage donors to 
support Lee College. The cumu-
lative result of all this activity 
and energy was a resumption of 
campus growth and a renewal of 
enthusiasm toward it.

Cross’ years

James. A. Cross succeeded 
Hughes. During his four years, 
the faculty was noticeably en-
larged. He brought to the body 
such learned scholars as James 
Beaty in 1967, whose theological 
credentials and skills enhanced 
the Bible College. Then Cross, 
along with Donald S. Aultman, 
vice president and Dean, and 
their able administration and 
faculty, merged the former sepa-
rate colleges into one unifi ed in-
stitution of three divisions: Arts 
and Sciences, education, and 
Religion. That was an important 
step toward fulfi lling recommen-
dations of the Board of Directors 
and Executive Council.

Two dormitories were completed 
— one for male students (Hughes 
Hall) in 1967 and one for female 
students (Cross Hall) in 1969.

In 1968, Cross led Lee College 

through its 50th Anniversary 
celebration. 

Probably the greatest achieve-
ment of Cross’ years at Lee would 
come in 1969, with the college’s 

accreditation as a four-year liber-
al arts college by SACS. With that 
recognition the faith and labors 
of all the previous years were 
rewarded.
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Congratulations
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Friends at Lee University

THIS LEE UNIVERSITY archival photo, left, shows the original Voices of Lee. The photo, 
above, is the 10th anniversary Voices of Lee reunion. Below, left, is the 2015 Voices of Lee.
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   Cleveland, Tennessee

478-2668

Congratulations        on your 100th Anniversary

Since
1966

Breakfast, Lunch...and Dinner • 126 Keith St.

205 20th Street, SE
Cleveland, TN 
423-476-05501

126 Years Strong

Congratulations and Thank You
Lee University

Success 
as measured in 

Longevity
• Integrity

• Truth to Mission

• Relationships

• Quality People

IN 2016, Lee 
University cele-
brated 30 years 
of Dr. Paul Conn’s 
leadership with 
a variety of ac-
tivities, including 
a Celebration 
Choir, above, and 
concluded with a 
“wall” of cheering 
students.  



The third 25 years of Lee is 
showcased in this slightly edited 
selection written by Dr. Carolyn 
Dirksen for “Faith News.”

———
The dream of the Church of 

God denomination to sponsor 
a four-year liberal arts college 
was realized in 1967 when the 
Bible college and liberal arts 
junior college were merged, and 
upper-division programs were 
added in several disciplines. 

In 1968, under the direction 
of President James A. Cross, 
the four-year program received 
Southern Association accred-
itation. Dr. Cross’ responsible 
leadership carried the college 
successfully through the time of 
transition and prepared the way 
for a new era of development un-
der President Charles W. Conn, 
who came to the offi  ce in 1970.

Dr. Charles Conn years

The fi rst decade of Dr. Conn’s 
presidency was one of comfort-
able prosperity. A gradual in-
crease in enrollment was accom-
panied by expanded academic 
programs and continued upgrad-
ing of faculty credentials and 
development opportunities. 

Dr. Conn also expanded stu-
dent services to include offi  ces 
of academic advising, counseling 
and testing, and career planning 
and placement and enhanced 
the academic and cultural atmo-
sphere of the campus through 

lecture series, guest artists, and 
free student admission to the 
Community Concert Series.

Campus facilities were also im-
proved under Conn’s leadership 
with the addition of the 1,800-
seat Conn Center, Carroll Courts 
housing complex for married 
students and the complete ren-
ovation of what is now Walker 
Memorial Building. He also saw 
the development of Alumni Park.

In the late 70s, the recession 
forced enrollment into a slump, 
costs skyrocketed and the col-
lege was operating in a defi cit. 
Charles Conn led the college 
through the time of retrench-
ment and prevented it from suf-
fering the fate of many Christian 
colleges of the era.

Hughes returns
  

Dr. Ray H. Hughes returned as 
president, serving for two years. 
During this time, he launched 
the Partners for Excellence 
capital funds campaign, refur-
bished Medlin (formerly Walker) 
Hall and expanded the gymna-
sium into the Paul Dana Walker 
Arena. The construction on the 
Pentecostal Research Center and 
library was begun in 1983.

Vest years

From 1984-1986, Dr. Lamar 
Vest served as president. His 
focus was on debt reduction, 
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Congratulations

On your 100 Year Anniversary.

You are quickly becoming a 

leader in higher education in 

the Southeastern region.

MARK HALL
State Representative

PAID FOR BY MARK HALL FOR 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE. 
NICK TOWNSEND, TREASURERSee VEST, Page 20

1980
Dr. Robert Humbertson 

founds communication 
program

1977
Charles W. Conn 
Center built

1970-82
Medlin Hall refurbished; Alumni 

Park built; Tharp Hall and Simmons 
Hall renovated 

1982
Ray H. Hughes Sr. 

became president

1983
Paul Dana Walker 
Arena opens

1984
Squires Library 

opens

IN THIS PHOTO from the Lee University archives, ground is broken for 
the Charles W. Conn Center in 1977.

The third 25 years
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VEST
From page 19

student recruitment, develop-
ment and the church and com-
munity relations with marked 
success in every area. Under his 
leadership, programs which had 
been discontinued under the re-
trenchment were reinstated. The 
new library was completed and 
occupied.

Working closely with Dr. Vest 
was Vice President for Institu-
tional Advance, Dr. Paul Conn, 
who became president in August 
1986. 

Dr. Paul Conn

Dr. Conn off ered much-need-
ed continuity having served on 
the faculty for 17 years prior to 
moving into administration. 
Under his leadership, enroll-
ment climbed from 1,214 in 
1986 to 2,011 in 1993, breaking 
the old record from the previous 
six years. An increasing number 
of the new students coming to 
Lee were academically talented, 
attracted by an enhanced schol-
arship program. The larger stu-
dent body became more hetero-
geneous in age and geographic 
and religious background.

Dramatic improvements in 

the physical 
plant kept 
pace with 
the enroll-
ment gains 
with the 
renovation 
of the old 
library into 
the Vest 
academic 
building, the 
addition of 
three new 
dormito-
ries (Davis, 
Sharp, and 
New Nora 
Chambers), 
the Dix-
on Center 
theater/
recital hall 
and TV studio, the DeVos Rec-
reation Complex, Watkins offi  ce 
building and a new maintenance 
facility. Signifi cant renovation 
in almost every area greatly 
upgraded the working environ-
ment of the faculty and staff  as 
well as the living environment 
of the student body. 

Increased enrollment and 
upgraded facilities made aca-
demic development possible, 
and several majors were added 
or enhanced as a result. 

SNOW COVERS Lee University campus in this 2014 photo.
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We join with our friends and neighbors 
to say congratulations Lee University on 
100 years of changing lives and helping 
our community be a better place to live 
and work.

– Paul Hickman,
Lee University Alumnus

Paul A Hickman, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

2080 Chambliss Ave NW Suite 1

Cleveland, TN 37311

423-472-6814

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

CLEANUP  WAS underway at Ellis Hall, the men’s dormitory which 
burned in November of 1993.

There were 76 young men, as well as 
two supervisors, who resided in Ellis 
Hall on Nov. 4, 1993, when it went up 
in fl ames.  The students were housed 
at a dormitory on the old  Tomlinson 
College campus. 

In a Banner article on Nov. 7, 1993,  is 
the following excerpt:

Stephen Ruch, 21, a sophomore from 
Sevierville, stands in the parking lot in 
front of his former dorm.

“That was my home,” Ruch says 
quietly, pointing to a blackened area at 
the front left corner of the second fl oor. 
“Everything I owned was in that room.”

Like the 75 other occupants of the 
residence hall, Ruch escaped with only 
the clothes on his back. Car keys, con-
tacts, wallets, money, driver’s licenses, 
books, clothing and everything else was 
lost in the blaze. 

“It’s going to be hard,” adds Timothy 
Tanner, 25, a freshman from South 
Carolina. “We lost things that cannot 

be replaced.”
Students who lived in Ellis Hall say 

that when they awoke to the sound of 
the fi re alarm and the faint scent of 
smoke, gathering material possessions 
did not even cross their minds.

“We were just concerned about our 
lives,” says Stephen Underwood, 23, a 
freshman from Harlan, Ky.

Getting ready for bed at about 2:10 
a.m. on Thursday, Ruch says he walked 
form his room to the bathroom at the 
end of the hallway to remove his con-
tact lenses.

“On my way back, I saw bright orange 
fl ames down the hall, coming up the 
stairs near our room,” he recalls. 

Immediately pulling the fi re alarm, 
Ruch says he began screaming and 
kicking on doors as he ran up and down 
the upstairs hallway, trying to awaken 
everyone so they could escape.

 “If not for the miraculous grace of 
God (the fi re) would have left us with 
body bags all the way to the street,” 

1993 fi re destroyed men’s dormitory
Blaze determined to be arson

said Lee President Dr. Paul Conn after 
the fi re.

———
It was later determined the fi re was 

set by 19-year-old Keith Sherlin, who 
was seeking revenge after Lee students 
reported him to the police a month 

earlier for a drive-by-shooting. No one 
was injured in the incident.

Sherlin was aided by Charles Jacks, 
who admitted to dousing the Ellis 
Hall prayer room with gasoline while 
Sherlin lit a match. Both served time in 
prison for the arson.



22—Cleveland Daily Banner—Tuesday, October 30, 2018 www.clevelandbanner.com

472-3357
2700 20th NE • Cleveland

FREE DELIVERY

BUILDING SUPPLIES

• SHEETROCK

• DOORS

• MOULDING

• CEILING TILE

• ROOFING

• SIDING

• WINDOWS

• INSULATION

• LUMBER

• POWER TOOLS

• HARDWARE

• PAINTS

HOURS: 7 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. M-FTeresa Gilbert, Manager
thevillagebakeshop.com - contact@thevillagebakeshop.com
423-476-5179 • 201 Keith St., SW • Cleveland, TN 37311

Congratulations From Your Friends

1993
Fire destroys Ellis Hall, a 

boy’s dormitory

1994
Atkins-Ellis Hall 

opens

1993
DeVos Recreation 
Center opens

1992
Dixon Center and 

Watkins Building  
open

1995
Curtsinger Music 
Building opens

1996
Deacon Jones 

Dining Hall built

1996
B.L. Hicks Hall, 

male residence hall

THE INAUGURATION ceremony of Dr. Paul Conn is shown.

Lee University — 
The fourth 25 years

The fourth 25 years of Lee 
University’s history was recalled 
in this selection by Dr. Carolyn 
Dirksen, which appeared in 
“Faith News.”  This selection is 
used by permission of Lee Uni-
versity.

———

In 1993, at the 75-year mark, 
Lee was poised for signifi cant 
change. Dr. Paul Conn was in 
the eighth year of his presidency, 
and it was evident his energy and 
vision were taking Lee to a place 
never before envisioned. 

The devastating Ellis Hall fi re 
in November 1993 had given rise 
to a new surge of determination, 
and the new Atkins-Ellis Hall 
opened in fall 1994. More than 
just another dormitory, it was an 

embodiment of Genesis 50:20, 
“You intended to harm me, but 
God intended it all for good.” 

Enrollment topped 2,000 for 
the fi rst time, and records were 
broken with each new class, in-
creasing the student population 
by more than 10 percent per year. 

Lee had just successfully com-
pleted a review by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and the foundation was 
in place for the next round of 
academic expansion.

Lee took off  for 25 years of 
unimaginable growth and devel-
opment, and at the century mark, 
the momentum has not slowed. 
To keep pace with rapidly in-
creasing enrollment, Lee dedicat-
ed three new dormitories in the 
next three years along with the 
Curtsinger Music Building and 

the Deacon Jones Dining Hall. 
Recruitment accelerated with 

the addition of Voices of Lee, a 
premier a cappella vocal group, 
and Kingdom Players, a theatri-
cal recruitment troupe. 

To care for the infl ux of new 
students, the Offi  ce of First-Year 
Programs, launched in 1996, cre-
ated an award-winning strategy.

The mid-1990s saw some 
dramatic curricular changes. 
In 1995, the fi rst graduate pro-

gram, a masters in church music, 
opened the way for the devel-
opment of programs across the 
disciplines.

The faculty also approved a 
new general education core that 
included a required cross-cul-
tural experience, taking most 
Lee students outside the U.S. to 
develop a more global perspec-
tive. Core courses across the 

See UNIVERSITY, Page 24 
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CONGRATULATIONS

On Your 100th Anniversary

Happy Anniversary From
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“THE SHOP THAT APPRECIATES THE CUSTOMER”

Dr. Jean Eledge
I sensed that something special was happen-

ing at Lee even before I received the off er to join 
the faculty in 1990. Energy, enthusiasm, vision 
seemed to be afoot. 

 Prayful consideration confi rmed that what was 
going on at what was then Lee College seemed 
orchestrated by God and that He was giving me 
the opportunity to join it. That began 29 years, 
and still counting, of the joy of living out my 
vocation — my calling — on this Christ-centered 
campus where each semester of each year holds 
the potential and the promise of being a part of 
transformative learning and experiences in the 
lives of the students we serve. 

Lee’s impact on students and the community 
speaks for itself in countless ways and venues, but Lee’s impact on my life runs just as 
deeply. Walking across a beautiful, vibrant campus each day to join with exceptionally 
talented colleagues committed to the mission of this institution never gets old for me. 
I am grateful for what Lee is for students, for the community, but also for what Lee is 
for me. 

My life is immeasurably richer, fuller because of a place where I “work” that never 
stops dreaming of what more can be done to impact students and ultimately then the 
world through excellence in academics and a total college experience embedded in a 
Christ-centered context.

Energy, enthusiasm, vision? They are still afoot. I have seen them from the inside, 
and I thank the Lord for the high honor, the incredible opportunity, and the personal 
blessing of having become part of the 100 years of Lee University.

Dr. Jean Eledge,
Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs

Distinguished Professor of French at Lee University
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WAY TO GO!

Voytik.com

Dr. Gary Voytik
Board Certifi ed Orthopedic Surgeon

and Concussion ImPact Specialist

Celebrating a Century! 
Congratulations Lee University 
for all the ways you impact our 

community!

UNIVERSITY
From page 22

curriculum were updated to meet 
the changing needs of the stu-
dent body.

Behind the scenes in 1996-97, 
college administrators worked 
feverishly to prepare for a huge 
transition.

 The eight academic depart-
ments were clustered into four 
colleges and schools; admin-
istrative offi  ces were shuffl  ed, 
and approval processes were 
realigned. Deans were selected; 
new stationary was printed, and 
new signs, banners, and market-
ing materials were created. 

A new designation
Finally, after months of prepa-

ration, on May 10, 1997, Lee Col-
lege became Lee University. On 
that day, all the signs on campus 
were switched; a new catalog was 
published, all campus uniforms 
were changed, and Lee emerged 
into its new identity. 

In 1998, enrollment topped 
3,000, increasing by 1,000 stu-
dents in just four years. 

Rapid campus development 
kept pace with these unprece-
dented enrollment gains, and 
over the next three years, Lee 
dedicated the Helen DeVos Col-
lege of Education, Keeble and 
Storms Halls, and the Paul Conn 
Student Union. 

Lee entered the new millen-
nium as a developing universi-
ty with nationally recognized 
programs and an increasingly 

beautiful and functional campus. 
A world-class faculty had been 
drawn to Lee by its mission and 
by the energy, optimism, and 
faith that permeated the campus 
culture. By the end of this era, 
the percentage of faculty with 
doctorates had increased from 
40 percent to 80 percent.

Lee added a Grants Offi  ce in 
1997 and within the next 10 
years, $10 million in grant funds 
fl ooded the campus. In 2003, 
Lee added its signature program 
in service learning with a grant 
from the Lazarus Foundation. 
Every student completes 80 
hours of service, learning how 
to use academic skills to serve 
humanity. Lee also received a 
$2 million grant from the Lilly 
Foundation for the Theological 
Exploration of Vocation, mak-
ing discussions of God’s calling 
a central part of the Lee ethos. 
A $1.8 million Department of Ed-
ucation Title III grant provided 
funding for technology upgrades, 
assisted with the development 
of a campus-wide emphasis on 
critical thinking and funded the 
Center for Teaching Excellence.

During the early 2000s, Lee 
continued to add academic space 
that ultimately transformed the 
campus. The Humanities Center 
became a hub of activity on the 
north campus as the School of 
Religion drew students to the 
south. 

In addition to new space, Lee 
acquired the old Mayfi eld Ele-
mentary School and converted it

2002
McKenzie Athletic 

Building

2003
Brinsfi eld Row East, fe-

male apartments; Brinsfi eld 
Row West, male apartments

2002
 Bowdle-O’Bannon 

Hall, male residence 
hall connected by 

atrium

2000
Paul Conn 

Student Union

2004
Center for the 

Humanities opens

2008
School of 
Religion

2007
Leonard Center

 built; Phil Stacy on 
“American Idol”

See GROWTH, Page 27
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On your Centennial Anniversary 
Words can not express the gratitude 

we feel having Lee University 
as a Cornerstone in our Community.

423.476.4542
stamperhome.com

Just across from the Courthouse
Cleveland, TN 37311

CLARK BECKHAM was runner-up on “American Idol” in 2015. JORDAN SMITH was  the winner of “The Voice” in 2015.

2015
Jordan Smith
was winner of 
“The Voice”

2016
School of Nursing 

Building opened

2014
Pangle Hall (old 1st 

Baptist)  was opened

2014
Communication 

Building opens

2014
Provisional 

entrance into NCAA 
Division II; full mem-

bership in 2015

2014
Communication 

Building opens

2015
Clark Beckman 

was runner-up on 
“American Idol”
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On This Monumental Milestone

Danah Stewart

423-596-0675

Danah Stewart

Dr. Randy Wood
Lee University is renowned 

for its humanities programs, 
including political science and 
history. Dr. Randy Wood is a 
professor of humanities who, 
despite not being a Lee alumni, 
has been truly aff ected through 
his time teaching at the insti-
tution. 

Although Wood majored in history at the University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga, he describes Lee as an 
“amazing college” to work for.

“As a Christian scholar, it’s a great place to teach my 
discipline and explore everything related to my study 
of history, but in the context of being surrounded by 
Christian colleagues and fellow believers, what I love 
about Lee is that I get to present the Gospel every day in 
some fashion, either through my discipline or through 
my role as professor,” Wood said. 

A fi rm believer in Lee’s mission, Wood strives to edu-
cate students to go out and be not only responsible cit-
izens, but also Christian citizens in the modern world. 
He adds that an education centered in the Christian 
faith is essential to success. 

Wood began working at Lee in 1998, in the history 
department, and quickly rose to the position of head of 
the humanities department. He is now the department 
chair for history, humanities and political science. 

“My time at Lee has been great and I’ve loved it,” he 
said. 

A Cleveland native and Bradley Central High School 
alumni, Wood said Lee has expanded not only physi-
cally, but spiritually, during his time at the school. He 
refers to it as one of the leading Christian schools in the 
nation, and is proud to have been part of its growth. 

“I’m proud to work for a company that can reach out 
across the world and touch other nations,” he added. 
“It’s been an honor to work here and continue to be a 
professor here.” 

story at the University

THE 
HELEN 
DEVOS 
College of 
Education 
building 
is shown 
above. At 
left, stu-
dents gath-
ered on 
campus to 
watch the 
2017 solar 
eclipse.

Photos courtesy 
of Lee University
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THIS 2006 photo shows Lee University students all wrapped up against the 
cold and sporting their Lee toboggans

2018
Lee University  celebrates 

its 100th year

2017
Brooke Simpson 

fi nishes third 
on “The Voice”

2017
Dirksen Row, 

women’s residence,
built

2017 
School of Business 
building  opens

2017
Forum Tower 

opened as student 
gathering place

GROWTH
From page 24

into a small village of programs 
including the Center for Teaching 
Excellence, the art major, the fam-
ily therapy clinic, the archaeology 
lab, and the intramurals gym. 

Lee also acquired the extensive 
First Baptist Church property, 
opening the way for signifi cant 
expansion to the south. I

In 2009, construction began on 
the Science and Math Complex 
(SMC), almost three times the size 
of the Beach Science Building it 
replaced. The number of students 
majoring in the STEM disciplines 
has doubled since the new facility 
opened. 

One of the most distinctive build-
ings on the campus, dedicated in 
2011, is the chapel. A natural stone 
structure with an imposing steeple, 
the chapel seats 350 and includes 
the Nichols Room and Courtyard. 
This magnifi cent structure houses 
Lee’s liturgical worship services, 
music and academic events, and it 
is a favorite wedding venue for Lee 
students and alumni.

The Lee University School of 
Business is a major building added 
to the Lee campus in an aggressive 
expansion that has taken place over 
the last 25 years. To the right is the 
Communication Arts Building. 

The addition of the new SMC 
made it possible to consider add-
ing nursing programs, so the long 
march toward approval began. In 
2013 the Tennessee State Board 
of Nursing gave the fi rst level of 
approval, and Lee hired a director, 
enrolling the fi rst class the next year. 

In 2016 the state-of-the-art 

School of Nursing building 
opened, and the fi rst class of 
nurses graduated in 2017. The 
SON building created one side of a 
quad that took the Lee campus to 
downtown Cleveland for the fi rst 
time. In addition to the School of 
Nursing, the South Quad includes 
a new Communication complex 
on Ocoee Street, and the School 
of Business located in the dramat-
ically renovated Baptist Church 
education building. 

The former First Baptist sanctu-
ary is now Pangle Hall, a School 
of Music recital venue. A lacrosse 
fi eld, and the Forum, a multi-pur-
pose tower built for the centenni-
al year, completes the dramatic 
South Quad. 

Nearby, Dirksen Hall was 
opened in fall 2017.

In the fi nal 25 years of its fi rst 
century, Lee expanded from a 
2,000 student undergraduate col-
lege to a 5,300 student university 
with fl ourishing programs and an 
enviable campus. Since 1994, Lee 
has added 10 residence halls and 
six state-of-the art academic build-
ings for an additional 400,000 
square feet of classroom space. 

Despite all the dramatic changes 
and explosive growth, Lee at heart 
is still much the same place as it 
was when Nora Chambers wel-
comed the fi rst 12 students. The 
center of all Lee’s work is still a 
deep love for the things of God and 
a deep longing to share that with 
students. Like Nora Chambers, 
Lee faculty welcome the unseen 
guest into every class meeting and 
dream of sending graduates out to 
make the world a better, more just 
and more merciful place.
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Congratulations 
Lee University 
on 100 Years of 

Excellence!
City of Calhoun

SERVING CLEVELAND AND SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1953

156 CENTRAL AVENUE N.W. • CLEVELAND, TN 37311
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Congratulations
on your

100th Anniversary!

Lee athletes are fierce competitors  

Photos are courtesy of LEE UNIVERSITY
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 2380 N. Ocoee St.
 Cleveland, TN 37311
 423.473.8002 office
 423.473.8007 fax
 edjacobs.com

 Ed  Jacobs
 Wealth Management Advisor

 CONGRATULATIONS

 Joining Our Community in 
 Celebrating Your Centennial

Photos courtesy of 
LEE UNIVERSITY

THE 
MEN  of 
Lee Uni-
versity 
are shown 
competing 
in tennis, 
above; base-
ball, right; 
and rugby, 
left.
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Christie Odom, Owner

We wish to congratulate you,
Lee University, on 100 Years of educating 
men and women from all over the world.

Thank you for your business partnership for the last 37 years.
We appreciate you, and extend our best wishes for the future.

Congratulations

3529 APD 40 SW • Cleveland • 559-1958
www.homesteadsuperstore.com

on 100 Years of Commitment 
in Our Community

THE LEE 
University Festival 
Choir  performed 
on Jan. 20, 2013, 
for the ceremoni-
al swearing in of 
President Barack 
Obama. 

LEE UNIVERSITY President Dr. Paul Conn, front 
row in front of the fi fth column from the left, and U.S. 
Sen. Lamar Alexander, to the right of Dr. Conn, and the 
Festival Choir pose in front of the Capitol Building prior to 
the inauguration of President Barack Obama.

Presidential 
inauguration — 2013
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Volunteer Energy Cooperative 

IN 1996, Lee University served as headquarters for the athletes in the 
whitewater competition on the Ocoee River. 

Carolyn Dirksen

I was on the full-time faculty of Lee 
University for 50 years and served 
in roles ranging from instructor of 
English to vice president for Academic 
Aff airs.  It is impossible to explain 
how wonderful those years have been, 
and how deftly Lee has shaped my 
life. I had the huge privilege of being 
in administration during signifi cant 
years of growth and expansion — fi rst 
when Lee moved from a two-year 
college to a four-year baccalaureate 
institution and later when Paul Conn 
became president and we expanded 
into a university.  What amazing 
times those were as we developed new 
curriculum, added new majors, re-
vised our general education core and 
implemented institutionally defi ning 
programs.  

I was part of the task force that 
added the Global Perspectives 
requirement and built the infrastruc-
ture to ensure that all our graduates 
have a meaningful cross-cultural 
experience. I also worked on adding 
the service-learning requirement 
that teaches Lee graduates how to 
use their academic gifts for the public 

good. My 
col-
leagues 
and I also 
focused 
our en-
ergy and 
imagina-
tion on 
the inte-
gration of 
faith and 
learning, 
putting 
Christian 
theology at the heart of everything 
we teach. Another eff ort I am proud 
of was our Theological Exploration 
of Vocation, helping students fi nd the 
specifi c good work that God has pre-
pared in advance for them to do. 

I have seen the campus grow from 
900 students to more than 5,000, and 
I have seen the transformation of the 
physical plant with the addition of 
more academic and student life facili-
ties than I can even count. I have seen 
the faculty grow from 65 to 250 with 
an increase in quality that I could not 
have imagined in 1968. I have been 
at Lee for half the 100 years, and this 
Centennial is a milestone I can truly 
celebrate.
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4355 Frontage Road
Cleveland, TN 37312

423-458-1222
www.cleveland.
hamptoninn.com

Hampton Inn would like to Congratulate 

on their 100th Anniversary

Ask for 
Discounted 
Lee Rates

Perry's Petals
 1713 Keith St. • Stuart Park Plaza

423-476-7573

Happy 
100th Anniversary

to the foundation of our 
community

Music at 
Lee University

AS A GIFT to the Cleveland and 
Bradley County community, each year 
Lee University provides a concert of holi-
day music. At right is a photo of the 2015 
concert.

IN NOVEMBER 2013, the Lee 
Singers under the direction of Denton 
Alford staged a 50-year reunion. Photo, 
from Cleveland Daily Banner archives, is 
by Nathan Bivens.



Dr. Bill Estes
Dr. Bill Estes, dean of the Helen 

DeVos College of Education at Lee Uni-
versity, has had a front-row seat to Lee 
University’s drastic growth over the 
past 20 years. 

Estes joined Lee’s faculty in 1998 
after a faculty member he knew intro-
duced him to current Lee President Dr. 
Paul Conn and urged him to consider 
applying. 

“He said this was somewhere I want-
ed to be, that Lee University was going 
places,” Estes said. “It really has gone 
places.” 

Estes had studied education, earning 
his bachelor’s degree from Wheaton 
College, his master’s from the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas and his 
doctorate from the University of North 
Carolina. 

His career had led to him taking on 
school principal role at a district that 
valued his work. When he began con-
sidering employment at Lee, he and his 
wife, Virginia, didn’t make the decision 
lightly.

However, Estes said they moved 
to Cleveland with their two children, 
William and Katie, because of Lee’s po-
tential. The university ended up living 
up to his expectations. 

“Lee University is a very dynamic 
place, with faculty and staff  who really 
care about creating the best learning 
environment for students and continu-
ing to grow,” Estes said. “All the growth 

Lee has 
seen did not 
happen by 
accident.” 

Cleveland 
residents 
might have 
noticed some 
of the signs of 
Lee’s growth. 
Student 
enrollment 
numbers are 
up drastically 
from 20 years 
ago, as is the 
number of academic programs Lee of-
fers. The university has also increased 
its campus footprint, adding several 
new buildings and expanding toward 
downtown Cleveland. 

Estes, who is also a member of the 
Cleveland City Council, said the univer-
sity has also had a great deal of impact 
on the community. This comes not only 
from current students’ community ser-
vice eff orts but also the fact that more 
and more alumni have continued put 
down personal and professional roots 
here. 

“Cleveland is a better place because 
of Lee University,” said Estes. 

As Lee celebrates its 100th birthday, 
Estes and others with the university 
are keeping an eye toward what the 
coming decades will hold. In a time 
when some private colleges have been 
struggling, he stressed “Lee is the 
opposite.” 
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386 Industrial Dr., Cleveland • 423.476.2293

www.wasteconnections.com

A Locally
Managed

Company Serving
Local Needs

OUR MISSION:
Through teamwork that stems from faith in our fellow employees,

Waste Connections of Tennessee, will provide the highest quality of service
and value to our customers with a focus on: Safety, Regulatory Compliance,

The Highest Ethical Standards, and Shareholder Value

FOR 17 YEARS, Lee University has sponsored the Great Strides walk, above, and 65 Roses 5K race, 
right, in Cleveland. This past year, they crossed the $1 million fundraising milestone as they raised funds 
and awareness of cystic fi brosis. 

Photos from the 
Cleveland Daily Banner 

archives
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Congratulations 
Lee University

100 Years of Excellence

Glaze Supply 
Company Inc.
Electrical Supply

Providing solutions for the south since 1957.

Ph: 479-9788 • Fax: 479-9787 • 361 Broad Street SW

Cleveland Therapeutic
Massage Clinic

Congratulations

on 100 Years of Education Excellence

473-RLAX (7529) 3010 McReynolds Avenue

SMALL JAZZ ENSEMBLE

TWO OF THE musical groups at Lee University are the 
Wind Ensemble, above, and the Ladies of Lee, right. Many of 
the concerts given by Lee University groups are free and open 
to the public. Check the website for upcoming events.

Music fills the air
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 • Water
 • Fire/Smoke
 • Mold

 CONGRATULATIONS

 PuroClean Propety
 Damage Experts
 2405 Buchanan Road SE
 Cleveland, TN 37323

 Office 423.790.3500
 Cell 423.303.9673

 catkins@puroclean.com
 www.PuroClean.com/ppde-tn

 WATER  BIOHAZARD MOLD FIRE

 Independently Owned and Operated by Charles & Sharon Atkins

 24 HOURS/7 DAYS EMERGENCY SERVICE
 • Biohazard/Trauma
 • Pressure Washing 
    & Media Blasting

 • Odor Control/Ozoning
 • Crawlspace Encapsulation
 • Carpet Cleaning

 • Asbestos Abatement
 • Emergency Board Up Services
 • Duct Cleaning

 On Your 100 Year Anniversary
 Your achievements in education are

 something the whole community

 is proud of.

LEE UNIVERSITY School of Business building opened in 2017.

A VIEW OF THE SOUTH quadrant of the Lee University campus is seen 
from the Forum gathering area. 

THE ETERNAL fl ame burns on the Lee University campus.

SERVICE-LEARNING at Lee University is guided by the Leonard Center 
and is designed to prepare students for Christian citizenship through refl ective 
community interactions that encourage a commitment to the ideals of service, 
benevolence, civic virtue, and social justice. This photo was taken of a Lee stu-
dent in Ecuador.
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100Congratulations Lee University
on your Centennial Celebration
Students are always 10% off Services at Debutante Salon & Day Spa
• Hair/Color • Pedicures • Nails, Gel and OPI 

dipping powder • Massage • Facials • Waxing

• Airbrush Tan • Specialty Hair and Make Up

• Spa Parties for Birthdays, Bridal, GNO

2563 Georgetown Road
(423) 479-8600

1650 South Lee Hwy   |   Cleveland, TN 37311
423-614-7577   |   scottsfurnitureorders@gmail.com

Scott’s Furniture 
would like to 

Congratulate 
Lee University 

on Celebrating 
a Century

THERE IS ALWAYS something going on at Lee University. At left is a 
glimpse of  graduation in 2013. The university  has two graduations a year for its 
students. It also reaches out to the community to sponsor educational opportu-
nities to local residents. Above, Walker Valley High School’s math team proudly 
hold the trophy they won at the Lee sponsored math competition At left, below,  
a youngster enjoys playing his sax at a music camp.
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YOU are the reason Jenkins is #1

CONSTRUCTION and new buildings have been prevalant on the Lee 
University campus. Both of the photos below are related to the building of the 
Communication Arts Building.
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Congratulations

You are a shining example of
“The City With Spirit”

Kelli R. Paul, Broker
Cell/Text 423.280.8072
Email Kelli@KelliPaul.com
Website: www.kellipaul.com

ONE OF THE most unique structure’s on the Lee campus is the Chapel, 
left.  With a seating capacity of 300, this space provides an intimate setting for 
religious services and sacred music. 

THE VOICES OF LEE perform during a graduation ceremony in this pho-
to.
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 $500
 DOWN

 U
 RIDE

 Inman Street at
 Wildwood Avenue

 472-1395

 Inman Street at
 Wildwood Avenue

 472-1395

 Call Today 
 For

 More 
 Information

 Call Today 
 For

 More 
 Information

 Taxes and 
 Tags Can Be
 Financed

 18 Month
 Contract

 (On Most Vehicles)
 Taxes and 
 Tags Can Be
 Financed

 18 Month
 Contract

 (On Most Vehicles)

 18 Month
 Contract

 (On Most Vehicles)
 Taxes and 
 Tags Can Be
 Financed

AERIAL VIEW
THE LEE UNIVERSITY campus is 

spread out in downtown Cleveland over 119.5 
acres.  It offers study options in 55 major 
fi elds.  There are approximately 47 states and 
48 countries represented in the student body.

Mission
Lee is a Christian institution which off ers 

liberal arts and professional education on both 
the baccalaureate and graduate levels through 
residential and distance programs. We seek to 
provide education that integrates biblical truth 
as revealed in the Holy Scriptures with truth 
discovered through the study of arts and scienc-
es and in the practice of various professions. A 
personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior 
is the controlling perspective from which our 
educational enterprise is carried out. The foun-
dational purpose of all educational programs 
at Lee is to develop within the students knowl-
edge, appreciation, understanding, ability, and 
skills which will prepare them for responsible 
Christian living in a complex world.
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