


By PATRICK MacCOON

Sports Writer

When you take a look inside one of the top
programs at any level of sports, certain
things tend to jump out at you right away.

Such was the case inside the Jones
Wrestling Center at Cleveland High School
earlier this week.

While falling short of its ultimate goals last
season at the state tournament, the hunger
for the Blue Raider matmen, who enter as
Class AAA’s favorites this season, could not
be missed.

After drilling for 30 minutes at the end of
practice, running laps around the mat and
doing army crawls, Cleveland wrestlers hit
the pull-up bars to exert any energy left in
the tank.

“These kids and I want to win state titles,”
CHS first-year head coach Joey Knox said.
“Every day they get after it and really give us
all they can. We lift each other up and really
focus on being positive in every walk of life.”

With 12 former state tournament quali-
fiers, along with two transfers who have
wrestled in the state tournament and 10
state-ranked wrestlers to begin the season,
the Blue Raiders appear perhaps as domi-
nant as ever, at least on paper.

Knox may be leading a prep high school
wrestling program, but this is a group more
similar to an army about to unleash all of its
weapons.

“All the kids hear the talk and know we
really have a strong chance to add to history
this season,” Knox said. “We as coaches just
try to keep them focused as best we can. We
just need to come in and do what we are sup-
posed to do, and the rest will take care of
itself.”

While three starters have graduated from
last season, which includes first-time state
champion Colton Landers, Samuel Garcia
and Caleb Eachus, there is no drop-off to be
seen.

The Blue Raiders actually have as many
ranked wrestlers as the program has had

individual champions since 2010, which
includes former four-time champion Chris
Debien and two-time winner Marvin Lopez.

Taking over as the alpha male role and
also a No. 1 ranked wrestler in the state is
senior Cody Mathews at the 138 weight class.

He won 38 matches last season, was one of
four Region 4-AAA champions (who all
return this season) and finished fourth at the
state tournament.

“Cody is a proven leader and last season
was a drill partner with Colton,” Knox said.
“They really worked great together and he
learned a lot from a guy who is now at UTC
wrestling. While we miss those seniors from
last season, we have guys who are ready to
step up to that same position.”

Cleveland held the No. 1 ranking in Class
AAA for most of the season last year with a
perfect 21-0 record in regular season dual
meets.

Sending shockwaves through the commu-
nity, the Blue Raiders were able to beat
Bradley Central twice by one point, thanks to

last-match pins by Jack Hicks and Garcia.
The Bears, however, got more than even

by winning the traditional and state duals
championships.

The two local powerhouse programs will
meet in a regular season dual meet at
Bradley Central on Jan. 12, at 7 p.m.

While it may be his first roundabout as a
head coach, Knox knows plenty well what to
expect when the archrivals butt heads.

“Bradley is always going to be tough,” said
Knox, who has helped the Blue Raiders
achieve four state championships and 20
state medalists over the previous four sea-
sons serving as an assistant coach. “To beat
them twice the way we did was a lot of fun.
We look forward to battling with those guys
again in a great atmosphere.”

Since the start of the 21st century, 2001,
2007 and 2012 were the only years Bradley or
Cleveland did not take grasp of a first-place
team trophy from the state tournament.

The Cleveland Duals could also poten-
tially bring about an extra matchup with
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Raiders pegged as preseason favorites

Young Herd must mature quickly
By RICHARD ROBERTS

Sports Editor

With wrestling season only days away, Walker Valley head coach Al
Morris is searching for the 14 Mustangs he hopes will mature and
grow up quick.

“We’re young. By that I mean this is the first year we don’t have a
returning state placer coming back. But, we’ve got some good kids on
the team who were actually very close, and who could have or should
have placed last year. Overall, as far as varsity experience, we are
kind of young,” said Morris.

“It’s hard to say at this point how it will translate, but what I do see
at this point is they work hard. This is a good group of hard workers.
There is still a lot of learning going on, but they are doing everything
we are asking them to do. We just need to get a few of our leaders to
step up and set some good examples on the extra stuff.”

The Mustangs will hit the mat for the first time this season on Nov.
22, against William Blount and Jefferson County at Cleveland High
School.

Morris will not have the relatively deep pool to fish from this time

See HERD, Page 14

See RAIDER WRESTLING, Page 14
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Bears go from state
champs to darkhorses
By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

Editor’s note: This Bradley Central boys
wrestling preview was written before the
completion of the Bear football postseason.

When looking at his Bradley Central
wrestling team getting ready to start the
new mat season, head coach Ben Smith
can’t help but be reminded of a similar Bear
squad a dozen years ago.

“This team reminds me of the 2005
group,” stated the man currently leading
the 26-time state championship program.
“My first year as an assistant coach (2003-
04) we won both (dual and traditional)
state titles but then we graduated nine
starters from that team. Nobody expected
us to do anything the following year.

“Now here we sit, having lost 11 seniors,
eight of which were starters, including five
state medalist, and four state champions,
two of which won multiple state titles.

“Before we loaded the bus (in February)
after winning the second of our two state
titles last February, people were already
talking who is going to win the state this
year, because of how down we are going to
be.

“Some have even suggested on message
boards that we won’t be in the Top 10 or
even Top 15 in the state,” continued Coach
Smith, who is entering his seventh season
at the “Papa Bear.” “There are some people
out there who can’t wait to see us fail.

“I’m using that as a message to our team
— facing the same situation, the 2005 team
had a great year (22-2) and won two more
state titles and had two state runner-up fin-
ishes the next two years (2005-06 and
2006-07 seasons).

“I’m not saying we are going to win the
state again this year, but I feel really good
about the guys we have,” he declared.

Despite the loss of so many top wrestlers
from last season’s squad, the 2017-18 Bears
return a half dozen state qualifiers, includ-
ing four state medalist.

While last year’s team was “‘bottom
heavy’ (strong at the lower weights), this
year’s team is ‘top heavy’ (better at the
heavier weight classes),” Smith assessed.

Coming off back-to-back, double (duals
and traditional) state championship sea-
sons, the Bears have experienced wrestlers

returning in the five heaviest weight class,
including a pair of state medalists.

Seniors Kevin Gentry and junior DJ
Gibson finished third and fourth in the 195-
and 220-pound classes in Franklin last
February and are looking to take that final
step in their final prep seasons.

In the PIN-TN.com preseason poll
released earlier this week, Gentry was
ranked No. 2 at 195, while Gibson was third
at 220. 

“Last year we were able to interchange
those guys some, depending on what we
needed each night,” explained Coach Smith.
“DJ finished fourth in the 220 state last
year weighing only 200, but can easily cut
down to 195.

“Kevin is still in football, so he’ll be at
220 to start the season, but if they want to
flip-flop that will be second semester
(January).”

The 14-year veteran coach, as well as for-
mer Bear and UTC wrestler, called Gentry
“the picture of Bradley wrestling.

“He’s a blue collar, hard-working guy,
who puts in his time every day to get better.
He doesn’t get tired and does what is neces-
sary to win and help the team.

A former Bear lineman himself, Gibson
decided to forgo football his final year to
concentrate on wrestling.

“He went through spring football train-
ing, but after he locked down a spot on the
national (wrestling) team and got that
medal around is neck this summer, he
decided to focus strictly on wrestling,” com-
mented Coach Smith.

“He’s come in ripped and strong, plus has
really come a long way with his technic. He
has a chance to be a three-time state
medalist.”

Ready to put a couple of unfortunate rash
decisions that ended his last two seasons
behind him, Headrick is returning to the
170-pound mat with a new attitude.

“People will see a different Henley. He is
a physical specimen and has completed the
off-season requirements to come back,”
explained

Coach Smith.
“He was a match away from placing at

the state two years ago. He was ranked No.
1 all last season, but then got DQd in the

See BEAR WRESTLING, Page 16
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Bearettes reload for another run
By JOE CANNON

Assistant Sports Editor

Losing 80 percent of a starting lineup
and only having one senior on this year’s
squad would have most programs talking
about a rebuilding season.

The Bradley Central Bearettes aren’t
“most” programs.

Yes, four of last year’s five seniors from
a 32-1 squad had collegiate hoops oppor-
tunities.

Yes, Halle Hughes, who is 12th on the
all-time Bearette scoring list (1,847
points), and four-year starter Emma Kate
Brown, who both helped lead the program
to a 112-17 record during their careers,
including a state semifinal run in a pair of
state tournament appearances, are now
playing for Lee University and Milligan
College, respectively.

Yes, last year’s second, third and fourth
top rebounders and 3-point shooters, as
well as two of the team’s top four scorers,
are gone.

Does that mean the Black-and-Gold will
slip from their lofty perch of seven
straight District 5-AAA titles and a half
dozen region crowns during that same
time span?

Only one coach thought that would be
the case during the recent preseason poll
voting, and it wasn’t Bradley’s Jason
Reuter, who has led the historic program
to 200 victories against just 28 defeats in
his seven seasons at the helm.

The Bearettes, 98-4 against 5-AAA
opponents during Reuter’s reign, were a
unanimous choice by the Southeast
Tennessee media, as well as the pick of six
of the seven coaches, to claim the league
title once again.

“We lost some very good players,
including one of the top scorers (Hughes)
in Bearette history, but our cupboards
aren’t bare,” proclaimed Reuter, whose
team won 32 straight games before falling
in the TSSAA Sectional last March.

“Every time we step on the floor, we
plan on winning. If we don’t, we’ll use it
as a learning lesson.”

While he has great respect for the sto-
ried program’s history, Reuter is quick to
point out, “If your past is more important
than your future, then you’re done.

“These girls know the great tradition
here and the huge footsteps they are fol-
lowing in to be a Bearette, but we also

know that doesn’t guarantee us success
this year. We have to put in the hard work
and effort each time out, in practice and
games, to earn the wins.

“Our players have a great sense of
honor and commitment to this program.
They want to measure up to the standard
set before them,” he added.

“We are playing to get to the ‘Glass
House’ (the Murphy Center at MTSU,
where the TSSAA State Championship is
held),” declared the coach who has taken
a trio of Bearette squads there, and came
up just a win shy three other times.

While this year’s Bradley squad has just
a lone senior, what a senior she is!

After narrowing her numerous college
offers down from well more than 20 top
schools, Rhyne Howard, the 2016-17 Miss
Tennessee Basketball runner-up, signed
her national letter of intent 10 days ago to
play for Kentucky. 

“Rhyne being the one (senior) more
than makes up not having any other sen-
iors,” quipped Reuter, who has had a pair
of previous Bearette teams with zero sen-
iors.

“She’s a probable McDonald’s All-
American and Miss Tennessee Basketball
winner this year, if everything goes right.”

“Rhyne is the type of player that puts
team goals, and wins, ahead of personal
ones. She gets as much satisfaction from
making a good assist as she does from
scoring herself.

“She’s as close to a ‘Magic Johnson-
type’ player as I’ve ever coached. I’ve
never had a player so well rounded,”
assessed the 25-year veteran mentor.

“She can play every position on the
floor — point, post, wing — extremely
well. She’s our tallest player at 6-foot-1,
but she’ll be our starting point guard
again this year.”

In just three seasons in the Black-and-
Gold, she is already 14th on the all-time
Bearette scoring list with 1,753 points.

Last year she topped the team in points
(647 total, 19.6 ppg), rebounding (236
total, 7.2 rpg), 3-pointers (63-of-157, .401
percent), steals (153), assists (127) and
blocked shots (40).

“That’s the thing that’s so impressive
about her numbers; they were done while
playing an average of less than three quar-
ters (23,4 minutes) a game,” Reuter com-
mented.

Although she started just once while

playing in all 33 games last season, junior
Kimia Carter was fourth on the team with
an average of 18.5 minutes per outing.

“Kimia could have started for most any
other team in the state, but she needed
some time to learn our system,” remarked
Reuter.

Carter had been an All-District 10-AAA
performer and leading scorer for a 20-win
Kenwood squad before transferring to
Bradley a year and a half ago. She had
averaged 15.8 points, 7.8 rebounds, 3.5
assists and 2.3 steals as a freshman for
the Clarksville school.

“She improved as the season went along
and got more comfortable with the system
we use. We wouldn’t have gone 32-1 with-
out her.”

The first player off the bench last sea-
son, Carter was third on the team in scor-
ing (323 total, 9.8 ppg) and assists (56),
as well as fourth in steals (46), plus she
grabbed 81 rebounds and blocked four
shots.

Drawing interest from several colleges,
including an SEC offer from Ole Miss, the
5-foot-8 guard is “quick off the dribble, a
strong penetrator and a ferocious defend-
er.”

“She will handle a bigger load this
year,” declared Reuter.  “We have a very
mutualistic relationship. She makes our
program better and we make her better.

Also earning spots in the Bearette start-
ing lineup are “paint” players Hannah
Lombard and Anna Walker.

Known as “The Beast,” Lombard was
the first post player off the bench last sea-
son.

“She’s a little undersized (5-foot-8) for a
post, but she’s aggressive and makes a lot
of things happen,” commented Reuter on
the junior who will play the No. 4 slot.

“She does the ‘little things’ that helps
you win — takes charges, goes after loose
balls and rebounds.”

While averaging just 12 minutes a game
last season, Lombard cleaned the glass for
100 rebounds, netted 66 points, copped
26 steals, handed out 17 assists and
blocked nine shots.

Showing sparks of exciting talent while
getting meaningful minutes last season,
Walker is a 5-foot-11 sophomore who will
patrol the 5 spot.

“We saw flashes of what she can do last
year,” the Bearette coach assessed. “She
improved over the summer, so we’ll see if

she’s ready to ‘arrive.’
“She works as hard as anyone in the

weight room and has gotten stronger.
She’s a better shooter facing the basket
and can step out and shoot the 3. We are
working on her game with her back to the
basket.”

Kaleigh Hughes and Anna Roberts are a
pair of 5-foot-8 juniors dueling it out for
the final starting spot, but no matter who
is there when the ball tips off, both will
see plenty of court time.

“Kaleigh and Anna both started JV
(junior varsity) last year, and saw varsity
minutes as well,” related Reuter. “Both
will be key to us this season.

“Kaleigh is highly coachable and wants
to win above everything else,” he assessed.
“She’s the type of hard worker that brings
her lunch pail every day, and doesn’t take
days off.”

Hughes drained a half dozen treys on
her way to 37 points, 16 rebounds, 10
steals and nine assists in 164 minutes of
varsity play last season.

Roberts collected 34 points, 19 caroms,
seven helps and a half dozen thefts in 92
varsity minutes last season.

“Anna gotten more aggressive and
improved her shot,” related Reuter. “She
has the ability and has made a lot of
progress, playing as much AAU ball as
anybody on the team.”

Providing support off the bench this
season is a trio of players that saw mini-
mal varsity action last season, plus anoth-
er that didn’t see any at all, due to an
injury.

Providing a presence in the middle, jun-
ior Kaitlin Hullender is a 6-foot junior.

“We need her size and strength to come
in and give us a force in the paint,” com-
mented the coach. “She’s a ‘Charles
Barkley’ type underneath the bucket. She
works really hard and gives us a dimen-
sion others can’t. She works hard for
rebounds and has shown the ability to fin-
ish off put-back points.”

Sophomore guards Cambree Mayo and
Amelia Reuter will help out on the wings.

“Mayo has very quick feet and a nose
for the ball,” the Bearette mentor stated.
“She’s an excellent soccer player and that
helps with her quickness. She can outrun
most other players.”

Along with her JV play, the 5-foot-6

See BEARETTES, Page 8
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Bear hoopsters will take time to gel
By JOE CANNON

Assistant Sports Editor

Editor’s note: This Bradley Central boys
basketball preview was written before the
completion of the Bear football postseason.

“This could be a repeat of ’08 (the 2008-
09 season),” declared Bradley Central head
basketball coach Chuck Clark of the upcom-
ing hardwood campaign.

“We started out 0-9 that year, but ended
up in the district championship game.

“We averaged 59 points a game last year
and 49 of them graduated (Cole Copeland,
John Brown, Ty Beavers, Trevor Cartwright
and Hunter Duggan), so we are in a similar
situation as we were back then,” comment-
ed the man who was legendary coach Kent
Smith’s assistant at the time.

After graduating 11 seniors in the previ-
ous two years, and with just two returning
players with varsity experience, the Bears
actually opened the 2008-09 season with
just one win in their first dozen games,
before turning things around to go 13-3
down the stretch and earn a shot at the
District 5-AAA crown.

As for this season, Coach Clark is in a
similar situation.

“We only have three guys returning with
any real varsity experience and two of them
are still in football,” remarked Clark.

“We actually have four (total) football
players, and I’ll give them a few days off
before letting them come to practice.

“It will take them a few weeks to get their
basketball legs and make the swap over.

“In the meantime, several younger play-
ers and newcomers will get a chance to
show what they can do, but it’s going to be
against some very tough competition,” said

Clark, in his 22nd year with the program
and entering his fifth as head coach.

“I haven’t seen everybody together yet,
even in the summer, so I don’t know exact-
ly what we’ll look like in the end, but I
know we’ll get better as the season goes
along.”

With senior Lameric Tucker the lone
returning starter, and sophomore Saylor
Clark, a key reserve last season, still helping
the state-ranked football squad in the play-
offs, seniors Jared Elrod and Cleveland
transfer Taye Cobb will be looking to  pro-
vide early season leadership on the hard-
wood.

“It will be a ‘by committee’ situation,
with us going 8, 9 deep,” related the Bear
coach.

The Bears took to the court for a Hall of
Fame game Thursday at William Blount
and will head to Crossville this weekend for
a Thanksgiving tournament at Stone
Memorial High School.

As the lone returning starter, Tucker will
be counted on to spearhead the Bradley
effort when he returns to the hardwood.

The all-state receiver will be expected to
use many of the same talents he employs
on the gridiron to confound hoops defend-
ers.

“Lameric is quick, has good hands, is a
good ball handler and can jump really
well,” Coach Clark remarked. “The same
leadership he shows on the field will carry
over to make him a leader for our team on
the court.”

A three-year varsity player, the
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga foot-
ball commit was the hardwood team’s sixth
man as a sophomore, before taking over the
starting point guard duties last season.

With Copeland, Beavers and Brown car-

rying the majority of the scoring load last
season, Tucker was the facilitator of the up-
tempo style offense.

The 6-footer averaged 7.4 points, 2.8
assists, 1.9 rebounds and a steal a game in
the 2016-17 campaign.

Able to score inside and out, Tucker
drilled 42 percent (20-of-48) from beyond
the 3-point arc and netted 45 percent (43-
of-96) in front of it. He also sank 71 percent
(47-for-66) at the free throw line.

As part of the Top 8 rotation last season,
Elrod was able to play both post and wing
when needed.

The lanky, 6-foot-3 swingman made 6-of-
19 (32 percent) long-range bombs and 27-
of-63 (43 percent) from closer in last sea-
son. He also snagged 1.5 caroms a contest.

“We also expect Jared to increase his
production,” commented Coach Clark. “He
is a hard worker and has always been will-
ing to do whatever we’ve asked of him.

“He’s a really smart player. I know I can
throw him anywhere and he knows what to
do.”

Carrying on the Clark family tradition of
standout Bear athletes, Saylor “came on
strong late in the year and played well,”
according to his uncle and coach, who was
a standout player for Bradley in the mid
1970s.

The son of Steve “Pokey” Clark, who also
was a strong Bear player in the late ‘70s,
Saylor’s playing time increased as the sea-
son went along last year.

Although his final overall scoring average
was just 2.8 ppg., the younger Clark scored
a season-high dozen points against Walker
Valley in the District 5-AAA consolation
final.

He finished with 59 points and 32 boards
in 21 games played last season, hitting 39

percent (20-of-51) from the floor and 63
(15-of-24) from the foul line.

“He got some good experience as a fresh-
man last year,” Coach Clark revealed. “He’ll
play wing and some post at times, if we
need him to.

“He has good hands and has become
more physical. Once he gets the rust off, we
expect a lot of from him.”

Cobb comes in after having been a
reserve player at Cleveland High the last
few years.

“We’re still learning what he can do,”
Coach Clark stated. “He looks like he can
play inside or out. He’s a nice passer and is
still working on his shot.

“He’s strong as a bull and has a good
work ethic. He has good basketball genes,
as his uncle is (former CHS and UTC star)
Alphonso Pugh.

The Bear’s fourth senior is Trevor
Rathbun. The 6-foot wing is “a great kid
and a hard worker. He’ll be a role player for
us this year,” the coach stated.

Junior Tyler Ferguson is a 6-foot-4 post
player who saw limited varsity action last
season.

“Tyler shoots a good 3-ball and is pretty
strong on the boards,” related Coach Clark.
“He was a JV starter last year and saw
some varsity time. He’ll play the 4-5 for us.”

Another 6-foot-4 junior, CJ Wesley, son
of former Blue Raider standout Cameron
Wesley, will also vie for playing time in the
paint.

“He hit the weight room strong this off-
season and gotten stronger,” the coach said.

“He can slip in and get rebounds and
knows how to finish to put them back in. A
lot is going to be expected of him.”

See BEAR HOOPSTERS, Page 19



By RICHARD ROBERTS

Sports Editor

There is nothing like experience. At least
that is what Cleveland boys basketball
coach Jason McCowan is counting on with
four returning starters for the Blue Raiders
this season.

McCowan is hoping his group of sea-
soned veterans will lead the Blue Raiders
to an even better record than last year’s 25-
4 and take them beyond a second consecu-
tive district championship and beyond the
region semifinals.

“We are returning four starters that
were either regular season all-district, all-
district tournament or all-region,” he said
of his combat tested leaders who were
picked to finish second behind East
Hamilton in District 5-3A.

McCowan was referring to Romeo
Wykle, Mullek Bradford, Deonte Davis and
Dionte Ware as the four he expects to carry
the lion’s share of responsibility and poise
during the season’s campaign.

“Those four very experienced are com-
ing back and have played a lot of meaning-
ful games. That gives me a lot of confi-
dence in those guys. I know any kind of
combination we put with those kids will
put us in good shape. It’s a lot of been
there, done that wit those guys. Mallek,
Romeo and Deonte Davis all played their
freshman year. This is their fourth full sea-
son of varsity basketball. This is Dionte
Ware’s third full season of varsity basket-
ball. Those guys give me a lot of confidence
in terms of what we are going out there
with.”

What McCowan is looking for in the
early going is the fifth piece of the intricate
combination that will compliment whatev-
er style of play the Blue Raiders choose in a
given situation.

‘Finding that fifth person to go with
those guys every night is going to be key.
We’ve got to keep those guys fresh and
keep them out of foul trouble. They are
going to get a lot of minutes,” said the
Cleveland coach.

“We’ve also got a lot of young kids who
are going to come into play. We really
couldn’t ask for a better situation to bring
along some young, inexperienced kids with
the kids who have so much experience.”

McCowan points to a group of gifted
young Raiders he expects to contribute.

“We’ve got a lot of kids who can fill that
(fifth man) position. There are also a lot of

different ways we can fill it with guards like
JaCobi Wood or Alex “Paco” Patterson,” he
said. “Then we can go bigger with Josh
Black or Logan Colbaugh. We’ve also got
some freshman coming that will be able to
play also.

A large portion of the burden will be
placed on the shoulders of Bradford who
has been a Cleveland workhorse.

“The ball has been in (point guard)
Mallek Bradford’s hands for two plus sea-
sons. We even moved Cantrell Ware
around last year to play different positions
to play him more at the point guard so he
could get more experience there. The ball
is going to be in somebody’s hands who is
pretty experienced. Then it is going to be
up to those guys to really make good deci-
sion, execute and play hard every night,”
said the coach.

“Romeo is our Swiss Army Knife,”
described McCowan. “He can be whatever
we need him to be. He can play forward, he
can play guard, whatever. Deonte Davis
(shooting guard) is another talent who can
be counted on when we need him most.”

The Raiders will count on Ware to step
up big all season long as a team leader and
one with a shot at showing his talent to the
area.

“Dionte Ware is going to be a junior and
has a chance to be a pretty special player in
our district, our region and our area. He’s a
five-tool player. He can dribble it, pass it,
shoot it, rebound and defend. He can do it
all. He has great length and plays really
hard,” lauded the Cleveland coach.

You can also throw in the fact Ware has
pretty good basketball genes thanks to dad
Russell Ware who McCowan feels is one of
the best players ever to suit up for the Blue
Raiders.

“I think he is ready to take on the big
tine role of being “they guy,” he said.

McCowan was quick to point out, howev-
er, Deonte Davis is also on the top shelf as
far as talent and ability.

“He is right there with him. We would
look at our scorebooks and think he made
a ton of 3s and he made one or two. But, he
made a bunch of offensive and defensive
rebounds and grabbed a bunch of steals.
He is just a stat stuffer for us,” he said.

The other two from the Big Four that
have flown a bit under the radar, Bradford
and Wykle, are expected to continue to
hold the team together with whatever it
takes to help ensure success on a nightly
basis.

“They are the glue guys that are willing
to give us whatever we need and play what-
ever role or position is needed they will
play that,” said McCowan. “This summer
Romeo played every position for us in one
game. That’s hard to do, to be able to know
where to go and what to do. He has been
on the football field but when he walks into
practice I don’t worry about him at all. He
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speedster saw 132 minutes on the varsity
hardwood, posting 40 points, including
four 3 pointers, clearing 28 boards, dish-
ing 15 “dimes” and copping seven steals.

The youngest Reuter daughter, Amelia
is learning a new position.

“She doesn’t have Rebecca’s height (the
older daughter is a 6-foot-3 senior on the
MTSU team), but we don’t expect her to
be her sister,” remarked the 6-foot-8
father/coach of his 5-foot-10 youngest
child.

“She’s moving out to the wing this year
and has worked extremely hard on her
jump shot.”

A welcome addition back is 5-foot-11
sophomore Alexis Barnes, who’s expected
to help out in the post.

“Alexis injured her ankle early last year
and was out for several weeks. She never
dressed with the varsity, but she played a
lot of AAU ball during the offseason and
hit the weight room really hard this sum-
mer,” Coach Reuter related.

“We’re trying to get her to be a locked-
down post defender, plus she has worked
on her 3-point shooting, so she could
draw some defenders out of the paint to
have to guard her.”

While the sophomores and juniors will
have their opportunity to show what they
can do, they will be pushed by a group of

promising freshmen.
“We have a strong freshman class with

eight of our 18 players in the program
being ninth-graders,” the coach explained.

“We’ll dress 12 or 13 (players) for varsi-
ty games, and two or three of them will be
freshmen.”

The veteran coach had high praise for

the potential of a couple of the newcomers
in particular.

“Jamaryn Blair is a natural athlete.
She’s ‘cat-quick,’ handles the ball well and
runs the floor,” he said of the 5-foot-3
combo-guard.

“She’s already getting college interest.
Fans should really keep an eye on her
when she’s on the floor. We are expecting
big things from her the next four years.”

The coach also said 5-foot-11 ninth-
grader Anna Muhonen could very well be
another future collegiate player.

“She’s physical, strong, hard-nosed and
coachable. I love that type of player,”
Coach Reuter said. “Having kids like her
to work with for four years is why I enjoy
coaching basketball.”

Bearette assistant coaches Katie Frazier
and Amy Tinsley also have freshmen
Jamia Williams, Kelsey Carmen, AJ
Mason, Ashton Estrada (5-foot-11), Alexia
Jackson and Kailey Cox to work with in
JV action.

“Don’t be surprised if some of those
girls earn the right to dress with the varsi-
ty as well throughout the season,” the
head coach commented.

“The fact we have players like this
throughout our program is what makes us
who we are. Iron sharpens iron. The battle
between these girls in practice is some of
the best competition they get.”
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By RICHARD ROBERTS

Sports Editor

A new season, a new lineup, a new look
and an “almost-new” coach. That is what sec-
ond-year Lady Raiders head coach Tony
Williams will be bringing to the Raider Arena
when basketball season cranks up.

Williams is hard pressed to contain his
enthusiasm as the Cleveland girls get ready
for a second campaign with their ready-to-go
coach.

“I’ve probably never gone into a season
where I’ve been more excited about the group
of kids that I’ve got. I’ve built relationships
with these girls. I’ve seen a lot of kids working
hard because they want to be successful. I’m
interested to see whether the work is going to
translate now into potential success,” he said.

“There is always more work still to be done,
but I believe there are a lot of positives going
on right now with our kids and the direction
we are in as far as changing our culture. By
that I mean putting our culture in place and
building on things that have been in place
and establishing who we are and what we
want to be as a program.”

So far, Williams is liking what he is seeing
from the latest version of the Lady Raiders,
but pointed out that practices and scrim-
mages against your teammates is not really a
solid measure of progress.

“I think if what we’ve seen so far in presea-
son scrimmages and practices is any indica-
tion of what’s to come, it’s going to be posi-
tive. 

“At times in my career I’ve said we looked
good against ourselves every day, but when
we go play somebody else, we don’t necessar-
ily look as good,” he said. “I don’t think that’s
the case. I think we’ve got a pretty good bas-
ketball team.”

With 22 girls on the roster, Williams said
his mix of five seniors, two juniors, six sopho-
mores and six freshmen is enough to provide
serious minutes on each level and from the
top level to the bottom, each class is willing to
work with the other in search of success —
with no animosity between grade levels.

“We’ve got a really good mix of seniors,
juniors, sophomores and freshman. There are
different people from each of those grades
that we are going to expect things out of on
the varsity level this year,” he said. “I feel like
our kids are all rooting for each other. That
goes back to the culture. If the seniors think
the freshmen can help them be successful,
they are OK with the freshmen playing. They
all realize they need each other, and that’s

very important when you’re trying to build a
program.”

With work toward the start in the infant
stages the search for a starting five is a top
priority for Williams. So far, there are three
to four Lady Raiders with their names listed
as first on the floor, although he emphasized
no names are carved in stone just yet.

Braylee Franklin is the first name on the
list, and looks to get back on the floor as a
starter after losing the starting job last sea-
son. Putting in the time and hard work has
paid off for the now senior as her name is
back on the list of Lady Raider starters.

“She started quite a few games as a sopho-
more before I got here, and Bailey Anderson
came in and took her spot from her. Braylee
didn’t whine, she didn’t complain. I’m sure it
hurt to lose her job to a freshman, but she
rolled up her sleeves and went to work. She
has emerged as our starting point guard as a
senior. I couldn’t be happier for her,” said
Williams.

The second name on the list is senior
returning all-district center Emma Flowers,
who recently signed a volleyball scholarship
with Lincoln Memorial. Williams hopes to

put some of her volleyball skills to work for
the Cleveland girls basketball team this year.

“We don’t have anybody who can touch her
at the five spot. She’s taken her confidence as
a volleyball player and kind of translated it to
the basketball court so far, from what we’ve
seen,” said Williams of his 6-foot-2 post.
“She’s playing at a really high level. The sky is
the limit for her. She signed a letter of intent
with LMU and I wouldn’t be surprised to see
basketball offers come in also.”

The third name on the list is another sen-
ior, Caitlin Reed, who will be seen on the
floor this year for the Lady Raiders at for-
ward.

“She loves the game and is committed to
the game. She works her tail off. She is going
to be hard to replace. It’s going to be tough
for somebody to beat her out at one of our
forward spots,” said Williams.

Also on the list is Madison Dasher, who
will hold down a guard position. Williams
feels her experience will be a great asset to
the team in 2017-18.

Madison played a lot as a sophomore for
us, and played a lot as a freshman before that.
She has great command at the guard slot and

shoots the ball really well,” he said of the
swift junior.

With four names already listed as likely
starters, there is room for another name on
the list, and Williams hopes to be able to pen-
cil it in soon. That name will depend on
which way he chooses to turn.

“The other starting job could be filled by
five different people. We could go two guards
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Mustangs must trust the process
By PATRICK MacCOON

Sports Writer

Trusting in the process has played a big
key over the past several seasons for the
Walker Valley boys’ basketball program.

Reaching top form by the postseason, the
Mustangs have a Class AAA state tourna-
ment appearance, district and region cham-
pionships and have played in consecutive
sectionals over the past two seasons.

The ‘Boys of February’ have put togheter
a rather unbelievable run, especially when
considering Walker Valley has posted a
combined record of 11-11 before entering
Christmas tournaments in 2015 and 2016.

“Towards the end of the year I think what
we have done so well is play really lock-
down defensively as an entire unit,” said
WVHS head coach Bob Williams. “Our guys
bought into playing both sides of the court. 

“It’s a process going through the season
and hopefully this year’s group will realize
the importance of playing both sides and be
ready to go in February.”

In 18 of the Mustangs’ last 65 games (six
in February) the group has held opponents
under 50 points or less, which leads all
District 5-AAA teams in that span.

The Mustangs finished 19-13 overall with
a 6-5 record in district play last season, on
their way to a strong postseason run. They
averaged 61.4 points and allowed 54.5
points per game.

While losing to Bradley Central and
Cleveland twice in the regular season and
recording another loss to the Blue Raiders
in the district tournament, Walker Valley
responded with a district tournament win
over the Bears and an upset 58-51 victory to
end CHS’ season in the region semifinals.

WV went 1-2 against region champion
East Hamilton, including a 61-45 win at
home over the Hurricanes who made their
first state tournament appearance in pro-
gram history. 

“You have to come ready to play every
single night in our district,” Williams said.
“We have had a really balanced district the
last couple of seasons and there are strong
teams all over again this year.”

With the 2017-18 season already under-
way, a new-look group has taken to the
hardcourt for Walker Valley.

After carrying a great deal of weight on
his shoulders during a prep football career
in which he put up legendary statistics, sen-
ior guard Kolten Gibson is the only return-
ing starter.

While Gibson will be asked to play a sig-
nificant role on offense yet again after aver-
aging 11.8 points and 2.1 3-pointers per
game (68 total) last season, several others
are expected to step up in big ways.

“I think we can be very similar offensive-
ly to last year just with different people tak-
ing the shots,” Williams stated. “Kolten’s
role last year was to score and sometimes
defend the best opposing scorer as well.
That won’t change. It’s going to take a little
time, but we will have some scorers emerge
around him as well.”

Close to 60 percent of the Mustangs’
scoring (36 points of 61.4 points) will look
to be made up after losing key contributors
in Bryce Nunnelly (three sectionals),
Cooper Melton, Zach Eslinger and Dakota
Murphy.

Juniors Jordan Munck and Alex Duke
will look to create quite a boost in the scor-
ing column and will play a lot of minutes
together as key facilitators.

Making the most of limited time last sea-
son, Munck broke out for 15 points (3 3’s)
in a 73-57 road victory over Cookeville in a
do-or-die game to begin the Region 3-AAA
tournament last season. 

“Jordan’s role will be amped up for us
even more this year,” Williams said. “He
goes all out all the time. We like his scoring
ability and he can put pretty good ball pres-
sure on defense.”

Duke also scored 17 points in a recent
preseason scrimmage and played varsity
basketball for Baylor High School as a
freshman. He has a crisp shot from long
range that should be relied upon frequently
for a team that will often shoot from deep.

“Alex can really shoot the ball well and is
a really solid athlete,” Williams said. “We
want our defense to create extra posses-
sions for our offense, so we can get the ball
in our shooters’ hands.”

Hoping to be around the 40 percent
mark from 3-point land on any night, other
sharpshooters for Walker Valley will
include seniors Brock Gibson and Nate
Cooper.

After a breakout season on the gridiron
with 10 touchdown catches, the left-handed
shooting Gibson also can bring length to
the court with his lanky 6-foot-3 frame.

“Brock can stretch the floor for us and is
a good rebounding guard along with
Kolten,” Williams said. “He and our other
football players, I think, are ready to help
make strong contributions this season for
our team.”

Cooper could potentially fill the 3-point
spot-up shooter’s role left by Murphy last
season after Cooper forth hard work on his
craft over the offseason.

“Nate is a senior who didn’t dress varsity

last year and has really taken a big step for-
ward,” Williams said. “He is a good outside
shooter and has a great motor. He is going
to give us all he has.”

Two years after Kenny Bunton (1,000
point club) was rocking the rim and hauling
in double-doubles for the Mustangs, the
current Lee University basketball player’s
brother is expected to have an impact as a
junior this season.

Dustin Bunton comes in as the tallest
player on the team at 6-foot-4 and will be a
much leaned upon post player with senior
Zeke Westfield (6-foot-2).

“Dustin will play the four position for us
this year,” Williams said. “He is going to be
in the top five or six in the player mix. He
has good length and can finish well around
the rim. He also has a good outside shot
and can be versatile for us.”

After leading the entire state in a couple
of stats as a wide receiver, Westfield will
look to take his athletic ability to the bas-
ketball court’s next level as well.

Westfield averaged more than four points
and four rebounds per game last season. He
also had two poster-worthy dunks and
could be an even tougher force to stop
around the basket after adding confidence
to his game.

“We weren’t sure if Zeke was going to
play basketball this year, but he is going to
be ready to go,” Williams said. “He can be a
major threat for putbacks and we need sec-
ond-chance opportunities. He brings good
defense inside and can run the floor really
well.”

Junior Luke Wallace and sophomore
Noah Duprey also bring size to the varsity
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By PATRICK MacCOON

Sports Writer

The team which makes the fewest mis-
takes will win.

General Robert Neyland listed this as
his No. 1 maxim while coaching football
for the University of Tennessee, and it’s
one head coach Paul Cretton emphasizes
to his Walker Valley Lady Mustangs quite
frequently.

“It’s the simple things that can make or
break you,” said Cretton, who enters his
third season at the helm. “You have to
take what the other team gives you. You
don’t have to thread the needle always. 

“To be successful you have to take care
of the basketball. It’s simpleminded, but
it’s the truth and goes a long way.”

The best teams in the country have
leaders who hammer home executing the
basics of the game.

For the most successful program in
women’s basketball, even UConn’s Geno
Auriemma doesn’t look past the impor-
tance of trying to perfect the little things.

“Coach (Monty) Frazier was studying
the UConn coach and he found out every
day in practice they start with two-line
layups,” Cretton said. “Geno has the best
players in the country and had superstars
in the Olympics as well. He still gets them
to the easiest of drills until it becomes sec-
ond nature.”

While there are no Breanna Stewarts,
Sue Birds or Diana Taurasis on the court
for the Lady Mustangs, it won’t hurt their
odds to try and eliminate the fixable mis-
takes.

“When we practice, we have a kid on the
clock and when we miss a layup we always
chart it,” Cretton said. “We have them do
10 pushups immediately after missing a
layup. You don’t tell them ‘better luck next
time’ or that ‘it’s part of the game’ — you
are supposed to make layups.

“We are trying to get the little things in
their mind and for our girls to execute
those.”

Cretton is excited to see how his experi-
enced lineup will fare for the 2017-18 sea-
son after returning all but one starter
from last year’s team that went 18-12
overall and 8-4 in league play.

“This is the most experience we have
had since I have been here,” said Cretton,
who holds the highest winning percentage
in Bradley Central Bearette history with a

177-24 (.881) mark from 1993-99. “We
have four seniors for the first time and
they have all played a lot of basketball
together.”

Walker Valley was tabbed to finish third
in the preseason media and coaches’ poll
after averaging 51.7 points and allowing
44.3 points per game. They opened the
season earlier this week with a Hall of
Fame game.

“I think they will be more relaxed,”
Cretton added. “I don’t think there is any
pressure on them. It’s not like we were
picked first or expected to win the state or
anything. I have great girls and I think
they are prepared for the road ahead.”

After setting the program record for
blocks in a season, with 84 (2.8 per
game), 6-foot-2 senior Haley Jones will
look to be a strong force in the low block
on both sides of the court.

“Haley is outstanding and is very athlet-
ic,” Cretton said. “She has everything you
can’t coach. She is long, strong and she
can run. She enjoys being around the
other players.”

While Jones is a nightly force on the
hardcourt, her future endeavors lie in a
different type of spotlight.

“She is interested in the arts and film-

www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, November 19, 2017—13

 386 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, SW • CLEVELAND, TN 37311
 Phone: 476-2293

 A Locally
 Managed 
 Company
 Serving 

 Local Needs
 OUR MISSION:

 Through teamwork that stems from faith in our fellow employees,
 Waste Connections of Tennessee, will provide the highest quality of service 

 and value to our customers with a focus on: Safety, Regulatory Compliance, 
 The Highest Ethical Standards, and Shareholder Value.

Little things important for Lady Mustangs

Banner photo, PATRICK MACCOON

2017-18 Walker Valley Lady Mustangs

See LADY MUSTANGS, Page 19



14—Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, November 19, 2017 www.clevelandbanner.com

 Dennis 
 Anderson

 4160 N. 
 Ocoee Street

 476-1300

 Good Luck Raiders, Bears, 
 Mustangs & Wildcats

 YOUR #1 AVALON DEALER IN TENNESSEE
 Your Local Avalon Luxury Pontoon, Quest Pontoon, Xpress, Carolina Skiff & Sea Ark Headquarters

 www.waterworkzmarine.com • 3201 APD 40 • Cleveland

 Voted
 BEST BOAT DEALER
 in Bradley County 
 by 2017 Readers 

 Choice Poll

 PARTS • SERVICE
 Call Us For Details @ (423) 476-0020  

the Bears and potentially Science Hill,
which is expected to be a state title con-
tender with five ranked wrestlers.

Beech High School also has five
wrestlers ranked in the top six in AAA,
while Bradley has four along with
Arlington.

Also trying to make sure that will not be
the case this season is senior Bryce Pond,
who ranks third in the state at 126.

Last season Pond led all Blue Raiders
with 46 victories and was the region
champion at 120. He was selected as a
member of the All-State Wrestling Team
in 2016.

Also returning with region titles are
Dylan Jones, who is ranked fifth at 170,
and Jack Hicks, who is ranked fourth at
182.

“We have a lot of guys with that top dog
mentality,” Knox said. “Every one of our
guys is hunting for a state title, which is
an amazing atmosphere to be a part of.
We have a ranked wrestler in about every
weight class, and it’s going to be a special
season.”

While freshman surprise Garrett Bowers
is gone from last season after moving to
Memphis following a season in which he
ranked second at 113 behind 3-time
Bradley champion TJ Hicks, Cleveland
still is confident about its lineup.

Also ranked along with Mathews, Pond,
Jones and Hicks are Trey McDaniel 106-
3rd), Jackson Bradford (113-6th), Nathan
Wysong (132-5th), Logan Whiteside (145-
4th), Austin Sweeney (152-4th) and Titus
Swafford (Heavyweight-2nd).

Whiteside did not wrestle last season,
but placed third in the state at 120  previ-
ously.

Wysong, a Science Hill transfer, expects
to be a value addition to a strong group

looking to capture numerous state titles
this season. 

Rounding out the starting 14 weight
classes will be either Burns Meagher or
Garrett Stevinson at 120, Zach Brezna at
160, Logan Strickland or Isiah Perez at
195 and Wilson Benefield at 220.

“We have some guys we are rolling out
there this year who were second on the
depth chart, but have wrestled for us on
varsity before,” Knox said. “This team has
a chance to really make its own mark and
do something not many have done before.”

While Cleveland will look to add to its
12 wrestling team state championship tro-
phies, winning is not the only important
thing to the program.

“We want to be positive leaders in the
community and make a difference in the
classroom and in each other’s lives,” Knox
said. “It starts here with these guys work-
ing their tails off and picking each other
up and being positive.

“There is too much negativity in this
world and we need to be a shining light in
a world of darkness. You start doing that
and it changes your mindset on life alto-
gether. The kids have really bought in and
we are all a family.”

With more ranked wrestlers than
Bradley, Soddy-Daisy and Blackman com-
bined, the force is entirely evident with
Cleveland.

Still, no state champions are deter-
mined in November, and that’s why every
day presents a new challenge until the
champion finds its way onto the top plat-
form in the Murphy Center in mid-
February.

Soon it will be getting down to the nitty-
gritty and the Blue Raiders are well suited
to leave a major imprint on the mats this
season.
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around, as the roster number is a bit lower
than in previous years.

“Our squad starting off this year is not
quite as big as it has been,” explained Morris.
“We generally start in the 40s and wind up in
the upper 20s, through attrition. This year
we’re starting in the low 30s and we’ll see
how it goes.

Walker Valley will be led by senior cap-
tains James Jur, Chandler Davis and Koby
Hooker. Morris is expecting the trio to not
only step up on the mat, but step forward
and help lead and grow the younger mem-
bers of the Herd.

Also returning for the Mustangs are senior
veterans Cody Duggan, Tyler King and
Steven Hurley.

“We are looking to them to lead the way,
not just do as they say, but do as they do.
They’ve done a good job so far,” said the
head Mustang.

The Mustangs also have added some new
faces to the coaching ranks. Besides Morris
and longtime assistants Adam Rains, Eric
Swafford, Andy Morris and Danny Faye, two
former Walker Valley wrestlers will come
aboard as volunteer coaches. Two-time state
qualifier Billy Raulston and 2016 state cham-
pion Joe Munoz will lend their talents to help
coach up the Mustangs.

Unlike other sports where varsity athletes
are mostly singled out as starters by the head
coach, wrestlers must work their way into the
starting lineup by besting all comers in wres-
tle-offs. Even the better wrestlers sometimes
find themselves watching from the bench as
a teammate heads to the mat as tops in a
particular weight class for that meet.

Morris is hopeful all his seniors and top
performers make it onto the starting rosters,
but acknowledged it is not cut and dried as to
who will wrestle where just yet.

“I think they’ve all got a good shot to quali-

fy for the state tournament. I can say that,
but there are one or two names I’m not cer-
tain if they are going to be varsity. There are
still challenge matches to come. There’s a
good chance that whole group should start,”
Morris related.

The biggest challenges could come from a
class of eight juniors made up of Joseph
Flores, Ethan West, Joey Vecchione, Zeth
Haynie, Mason Bales, Tristan Mason, Nick
Buck and Adrian Cooper.

“I look for some of our underclassmen to
make a move during the course of the sea-
son,” said the coach.

Vecchione, West, Haynie and sophomore
Karson Huff, along with freshmen Heath
Tanksly and Kallum Lowe, are among the top
prospects.

“Heath and Lowe are really doing very well
and could make some noise before the year is
over. Both wrestled through middle school
and they stepped up and played some varsity
football as freshmen this year,” said Morris.
“They are both doing very well.”

Morris also singled out Chris Johnson and
Jadon Langford as standout freshmen.
Langford comes from a solid wrestling gene
pool following his brother Caleb, who was
Walker Valley’s first-ever state champion.

With the way the weights of the current
Mustangs wrestlers are lining up on the ros-
ter, Morris feels the team will be better at
tournaments than it may possibly be at dual
meet wrestling.

“I think we will probably do a little better
as a tournament team. I’ve got some individ-
uals I think can do really well,” he said.
“We’re going to have some holes in our line-
up because of the way our weights are falling
on our roster. We’ve got some areas we may
struggle to fill. We will have to do a lot of

See HERD, Page 15



and put Bailey out there. We could put inse-
nior Sydni Callahan, another senior who has
made serious progress” Williams said.

She has just really blown me away with her
work ethic. She’s lost 30 pounds since last
year. She is committed to becoming the play-
er she needs to be physically, mentally and
skill-wise,” he said. “I think she is going to see
the benefits of that, whether it’s starting or
coming off the bench.”

Freshman Joy Douglass is another name to
keep an eye out for moving forward.
Douglass’ experience started on the court
beginning as a youngster. Williams is also
counting on her all-district and all-region vol-
leyball ability to translate to a strong season
as a cager.

“She just has a brilliant basketball mind.
She understands the game. I’ve watched her
grow up playing basketball against my daugh-
ter, and she is a winner. She’s a competitor.
She’s a gamer and understands what she is
doing.”

The next name on the list holds a special
place in the heart of Williams that goes
beyond basketball or athletic ability. Kara
Williams, daughter of the Lady Raiders’ head
coach, is coming off a successful year at the

middle school level and Dad is hoping to see
her step up and compete for a starting spot.

“She is an outstanding shooter and, once
again, has a great basketball mind. I don’t
know where she gets it, probably from her
mother,” Williams said with a smile. “She
works really hard. She’s always in the gym
committing to work on her craft. She comes
by that honestly. That’s how I was a player,

will know as much or more about what we
want him to do than we think we know.”

McCowan said he is not concerned
about whether or not the duo will know
and play their roles as leaders of the Blue
Raiders, they know those roles and will
play them to the best of their abilities.

“They know their roles. They know what
they are capable of doing. They also know
how to motivate the guys and keep them
together and playing together as well,” he
acknowledged.

Finding the right No. 5 guy at the right
time will dictate the style of play seen by
Blue Raiders fans. There are several roster
names that have McCowan excited about

the upcoming season.
“Our style will probably be based on

who the fourth or fifth guy is that we have
in there. We can go big and play a little bit
slower or we can go really small and play
really fast,” he said.

“We have a transfer, Isaiah Johnson
that will give us three really good ball han-
dlers in Bradford, Johnson and Wood.
We’re going to find ways to get those three
on the court at the same time. They are just
so good in terms of their ball handling and
decision-making.”

McCowan said the talented trio all bring
different qualities to the table when it comes
to contributing to the success of the Raiders.
One of the formulas the coaching staff is
working on is how to compensate for the
lack of size with different defensive looks.

“We have a lot to work with. That’s the
one thing our coaching staff has tried to
focus on,” said McCowan.

Goal No. 1 is to secure one of the top
two spots in the district tournament. From
there the Blue Raiders hope to travel on
and hope to move on to Murfreesboro as
part of the brackets when state tournament
time rolls around. 

“We’ve got a lot of great kids who work
really hard. I think if we can put some
things together we will be OK. Again we
are still working on our style of play, what
we feel comfortable with and what’s going
to be to our best advantage, will be in full-
court, will be in half-court defensively?
We’ve got to figure out how to be at our
best abilities so we will be clicking on all
cylinders in February. That’s what I’m
looking for,” McCowan stated. “It’s tough
in early November to be talking about
February, but that’s our target, So, what
are we going to look like as we are moving
toward our target? That’s our biggest
focus.”

bumping which kind of hurts you in dual
meet competition. I think we will be a little
stronger as a tournament team. We will have
to get a little creative, probably, for our dual
meets.”

As far as wins and losses are concerned,
Morris isn’t sure just what to expect from the
Mustangs. He does, however, expect each
and every wrestler to give it 100 percent
every time he takes the mat, and there is no
team on the Walker Valley schedule that can
be taken lightly.

“I expect them every day to be out there
getting after it and getting better. We’ve got
some teams on our schedule that historically,
on paper, maybe we should beat. But, we’re
not going to use that as a measuring stick to
guide us. We’re going to have to respect
everyone we wrestle and go out there and get
after it,” he said. “We’ve got tough teams on
our schedule and we’re going to have to go
out there and, at worst, let them know they
were in a fight. Then we will learn and grow
from that.”
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region semis last season. “He’s had some
unfortunate mental lapses that have cost
him the last two years, but he’s had a great
football season and is ready to have a great
year on the mat.”

Chris Cash is biggest Bear at 6-foot-6,
285 and will once again handle the heavy-
weight division.

“Chris has come a long way. He missed
some time with an injury last season, but
he came back to be the region runner-up
and qualify for the state,” Coach Smith
commented.

An offensive tackle for the Bradley grid-
iron squad, Cash has committed to play col-
legiately for the Air Force Academy.

“His Air Force coaches are very pro
wrestling, so they want him to wrestle this
winter for us,” Smith stated. “He’s a moun-
tain of a man and we expect big things out
of him.”

Junior Trey Austin takes over the full
time starting duties at 182 this season after
filling in while state qualifier Ed Elkins was
out for a little while last season.

“Trey won a lot of matches last year and
even won his weight class at the Ooltewah
Invitational,” related his coach. “He’s a
great kid on and off the mat. He’s not the
‘prettiest’ wrestler around, but he’s strong
and  finds ways to win.”

State qualifier Andy Robinson will
anchor the mid-weights for the Bears this
season.

After finishing fifth at 138 last in
February, the senior is ranked second in the
preseason poll and unchallenged at 145
heading into the new campaign.

“Andy made the Greco-Roman national
team this summer and should be a state
title contender,” proclaimed Coach Smith.

“He’s a hard worker and lives right. He’s
our ‘go-to guy’ in the room.”

Moving into the 138 slot is senior Ian

Marchese.
“Ian broke his jaw last year and was out

until mid-January,” the coach related. “He’s
a tough kid and has had a great offseason.

“He’s a first-year senior starter, but has
come up through our program and has
been behind some very strong guys.”

Senior Gage Mathews and junior Skyler
Bradley will battle it out for the 152-pound
spot.

“Gage is one of the best pole vaulters in
the state and came back out after not
wrestling last year. He’s strong, physical
and expects to make some noise.

“Skyler came up through our Pride pro-
gram but went to Cleveland. He’s back with
us now. He can wrestle and is going to be
dangerous,” Smith declared.

A trio of juniors — Seth Gerena, Brance
Falls, London Fritts — will wrestle off for
the top spot at 160.

“Seth wrestles everything in the offsea-
son. He’s dangerous and confident,” Coach
Smith assessed. “Brance thinks it’s his
weight class as well. He’s thick and strong.
Both know how to wrestle. London is just a
second-year wrestler and learning the sport
quickly.”

Another state qualifier and state-ranked
wrestler leads the Bear lower weights.

After finishing sixth at 106 last season,
junior Wesley Devaney is ranked No. 2 at
113 in the preseason poll.

“Wesley had a great summer in Greco
wrestling and has grown some,” Coach
Smith commented. “He doesn’t get the
credit he should. People overlook him, but
he’s as fast and quick as anybody around.”

Looking to slip into the vacant 103 slot
are sophomores Glen O’Daniel and Ethan
Wilson.

“Glen is the son of a former Bear and was
the back up to Devaney last year. He’s one
of my most consistent ‘Sun Riser Gang’

(voluntary early morning workouts) guys,”
the coach stated.

“At only 92 pounds, Ethan is a little
undersized, but he’s a lot like TJ and Trey
Hicks were — he’s intense and the kid
knows how to wrestle. He’s hard to beat.”

Junior David Mroz and sophomore Seth
Gregory are practice partners that are vying
for the same slot at 120.

“Daniel was TJ’s (Hicks) backup last year
and filled in some at 120. His dad and
uncles were all Bradley wrestlers, so its in
his blood.

“Seth has bumped up, so he’s a little
undersized, but he’s tough. He works hard
and is intense in practice.”

At 126 will be sophomore Gaven Hughes,
who also saw time at 120 last season when
Trey Hicks was out with a broken hand and
would have been the second seed for the
region tournament had Hicks not been able
to return.

“His only loss was to Bryce Pond, who
finished third in the state,” Coach Smith
commented. “He’s a talented kid that has
matured physically. He’s left-handed, so
that throws some opponents off. He knows
how to wrestle and has been very consistent
with a lot of extra work.”

Finally, “132 is as open a weight class as
we have,” the coach declared. “It’s up for
grabs between Dillan Tenpenney and Alex
Dees.”

Tenpenney is a junior who “has been
behind some good wrestlers. He’s had a
great offseason and ran cross country for
coach (Steve) Logsdon this fall.

“He has a strong upper body as well and
thinks it’s his time,” Smith stated.

“Dees is one of the most talked about
freshman coming up and was the state run-
ner-up in the 400-meter (in middle school
state track meet). Their challenge matches
will be intense.”
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and I think she is kind of a ‘chip off the old
block.’ She’s a shooter. When she lets it go,
there’s a good chance it’s going to go in.”

Yet another name on the potential list is
Emily Rominger.

“She is a great athlete who works really
hard,” Williams said of the sophomore.

The coach also feels Lauren Langford could
potentially be in the mix. Williams said he has
seen major improvement from the senior
since the end of last season.

“She is someone who has really come on
between last year and this year, as far as mak-
ing good choices and working hard to solidify
her spot on the team,” said Williams.

It’s obvious talking to Williams he is excit-
ed not only with the talent he has to work
with, but also with the depth he has on the
bench because of that talent.

“We have a lot of depth. Outside of district
games, our toughest game will be in practice
every day. At practice we were scrimmaging
and what I considered my third group in a
three-minute scrimmage beat my first team,
my starters,” he said.

The Lady Raiders’ head coach reminds the
girls that just because they see their names
here or there, they shouldn’t become comfort-
able or complacent, because there is a list of
names of girls right behind them ready and
working to step in at a moment’s notice.

“It’s not set in stone. I tell them they can’t
be satisfied where they are. You have to come
to work every day, because there are people
on this team that want what you’ve got. You
can’t take any days off,” said the coach. “It’s
great to have that luxury. There is no greater
motivator than sitting on the bench. That’s
the case with anything. Competition breeds
success.” 

Williams said to keep an eye on his fresh-
man Lady Raiders. He feels the group can
make some serious contributions as the year



moves forward and his athletes mature as
players.

“We’ve got four freshmen just coming on
the scene. I think everybody else knows who
they are. Anytime you have ninth-graders
coming in that can play it’s good for the pro-
gram — if they can legitimately play. A couple
of these girls are legitimately good enough to
go compete for starting jobs against girls who
are seasoned and have been here awhile.”

With the Lady Raiders working hard to
gel as a group, they have benefitted from
showing up at Raider Arena during the
summer to hone their skills and prepare for
the season. It is just another way Williams
has been impressed with the work ethic of
his team.

“We’ve got a pretty good buy-in as far as, if
you want to get better, come to the gym when
the gym is open. We don’t make them come.
We don’t tell them they have to be here, we
make it optional. I think if you make it
optional, it tells you which kids really want
it,” he stated.

Williams is looking for all the pick-up
clashes, along with the 3-on-3 and 4-on-4
type games, to give his girls confidence to just
play the game they know how to play.

“I think through that process there will be
times in games I will tell them to just go play.
We’re not calling anything, go play. It will be
like they are in the gym playing pickup. They
space right, guard right and rotate. They just
play basketball. I’ve seen good things when
I’ve allowed them to do that,” said Williams.
“Obviously, there are specific situations when
we want specific shots from specific people
from specific spots. We don’t allow much
freelance in that situation, but sometimes it’s
just good to shut up and let them play.”

Williams is also looking to speed up the
pace of the Lady Raiders. Last season the
team played to its strength, which was size, in
a half-court game. 

“If you watched us play last year, that’s not
what we’re going to look anything like. We
were kind of slow and methodical in what we
were trying to do getting up and down the
floor,” Williams recalled. “This year, we want
to be more like comet and meteor speed up
and down the floor, and use our depth to try
to wear people down.”

After considering the strengths and weak-
nesses of the team with assistant coach Jamie
Baird, it was the depth and shooting ability of
the Lady Raiders that swayed the decision to
play speed-up basketball.

“We’re going to press, we’re going to try
and make it very tiring on our opponents,
because looking at the people we play we feel
they don’t match up depth-wise compared to
what we have,” said Williams.

The Lady Raiders were picked to finish
fifth in the district by coaches and media.
Williams feels his girls can beat that and
secure a higher spot in the final tally come
tournament time.

“My goal is to not finish fifth, as far as the
outcome of the regular season and the dis-
trict. We’d like to make it to the region tour-
nament. I believe our district, the way it
stacks up, we could potentially finish any-
where from first to fifth. It’s stacked,” he said. 

“I think our girls know they are better than
fifth. I think they also realize the task that is
in front of them. You’ve got a bunch of really
good teams. Last year we just couldn’t get
over the hump. Nobody expects much out of
us, and when nobody expects much from you,
you become dangerous.”

Williams pointed to Bradley Central, where
the Bearettes return one of the top players in
the state in Rhyne Howard. He also singled
out East Hamilton and McMinn County,
which return everyone, and Walker Valley,
which will return a large number from last
season. 

“We graduated six, so we have a tall task in

front of us,” he acknowledged. “But, we feel
like we can compete with those teams. I do,
and I think our kids are starting to.”

The coach said he feels girls basketball
begins with great relationships and feels he
has and is developing those with the Lady
Raiders. 

“We’ve got to love playing with and for
each other,” he said. “I don’t think you moti-
vate girls the same way you do boys. It’s more
of a feeling thing than a respect thing. I want
our girls to have strong and high characters
and do the little things that make you a great
person, by doing the little character things
that translate over into the winning side.

“I think winning should be a secondary
thing. People feel you measure success by
wins and losses. You do, but I’d rather meas-
ure my success by what type of mothers and
wives we produce in our program, and what
type of people we send out into the world. I
think if we concern ourselves with that first
and foremost, the wins will come because you
are building the right traits.”

As far as what Williams expects from the
Lady Raiders, he speaks to them about “emp-
tying the bucket,” meaning giving your all
every day. 

“Empty your bucket every day on and off
the floor and win the day. Be better today
than you were yesterday. If you win the day
then tomorrow you are going to be better
tomorrow than you are today. Then you do it
the next day and keep going until the end
product is better than the beginning prod-
uct.”

If nothing else, Williams expects the Lady
Raiders to be a fun, energetic team to watch.
New faces, new goals, new ideas and a new
attitude should go a long way in the pursuit of
what could be a successful year for Cleveland.

“I think we are going to be entertaining. I
think they are going to be a group of kids that
our community can be proud of, both on and
off the floor. We are going to be a high-
tempo, fast-paced, high-pressure, volume-
shooting kind of ‘fun-and-gun’ team. We
asked them after a scrimmage if they had fun,
and they told us it’s the most fun they ever
had playing basketball. 

“When kids are having fun and are gen-
uinely passionate and excited about what
they are doing, that comes out. You can see it
in the way they play and care about each
other. I think that’s what you can expect out
of us this year, a lot of fun,” Williams added.
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roster, standing at 6-foot-3 and 6-2, respec-
tively. Williams believes Duprey could be a
nice surprise and be a name to watch.

Bryar Hambright, David Valenzuela and
Nick Bentley round out a senior class of
seven athletes seeking to provide leadership
for Walker Valley.

“Our seniors will all play important roles
for this team,” Williams said. “They are the
ones who take leadership in practice and in
games. If we all give everything we have,
then we won’t have anything to be upset
about if we come up short.”

The Mustangs will have a chance to play
at home once the postseason rolls along, as
they will host to the district tournament.

Walker Valley has won three of the last
six 5-AAA championships, and looks to sur-
prise yet again.

MUSTANG BASKETBALL

from page 12



When he gets back from football, soph-
omore Ashton Boyd will be the Bears’
backup point guard.

“He’ll back up Lameric, but there will
be times both of them are on the court
together,” commented Coach Clark. “He’s
a good ball handler and shoots the 3.”

A pair of 6-foot-5 freshmen — Tray
Curry and Mason Rothwell — will also be
battling for playing time with the varsity,
as well as playing JV ball.

“Rothwell handles the ball well and may
run the point until the football guys get
back,” related the Bear coach. “He has
long arms and shoots well. He’s just
learning how to play, but could be a good
one.”

The younger brother of former
Cleveland star KK Curry, Tray “is athletic
and was a good middle school player, but
I haven’t seen him personally since he
was a seventh-grader,” explained Coach
Clark.

“He came over just before school start-
ed and has been in football ever since, so
I haven’t gotten a chance to really see
what he can do yet.”

The Bear mentor also said freshman
Tucker Green is showing promise.

“He was the point guard at Ocoee
Middle last year and will get some time
with the varsity until the footballers get
back, and maybe more if he does well.”

Without having been able to have a
practice with the full squad, Clark said it’s
hard to know for sure who and how the
team will play.

“I say it will take us to the first of the
year to really get a good sense of what this
team is capable of doing,” he assessed.

“We’ve got a tough early schedule and
we’ll do the best we can, but it will take us
a good while to get everything worked out
to where we want it to be.”
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making,” her head coach said. “My
nephew is a film director and he just
recently did “Glass Castle” [which took in
$19.6 million at the box office]. She is
planning to go to Lee and I know she will
be successful with whatever she does.”

After a stellar junior season, Lauren Lay
is expected to take the next step forward
and be a lethal threat for Walker Valley.

Not only will the shooting guard be a
threat from long range, but also has made
a habit of finding her way to the free-
throw line. Last season Lay had a trio of
15-point outings and also hauled in eight
rebounds in one of those games.

“Lauren has improved a lot over this
past year and she is really focused,”
Cretton said. “She is shooting the ball well
and is definitely someone we will be com-
fortable with shooting the ball late in
games. We expect a lot of big things out of
her.”

Looking to get back to the district
championship game for the first time
since the 2014-15 season and win it for the
first time since 2008-09, junior Abbey
Davis will also bring a load of energy to
the court.

Tabbed as sixth in district player of the
year voting last season, Davis returns with
a year of experience under her belt as the
floor general at point guard.

She had three outings where she record-
ed more than 16 points and at least five
assists last season, along with a 24-point
career-high performance against Soddy-
Daisy.

“Abbey can score, she is a great defend-
er and she makes everybody around her
better,” Cretton said. “She has a handful
of solid players around her she can throw
it to, but when we need her to she can
score in big numbers as well.”

Three-point sharpshooter Macey Clark

is also back for her senior season as well.
Not only did she hit a half-court buzzer

beater last season, but Clark had four
games with 3-plus treys.

“Macey is an outstanding shooter and
she can play the point and wing positions
for us,” Cretton said. “Her defense has
improved even more, too. The nice thing
about our offense is that we are comfort-
able with her, Lauren and Abbey all taking
big shots for us at any moment.”

Rounding out the group of seniors
expected to start for the Lady Mustangs is
stretch forward Emily Anderson, who
played valuable minutes off the bench last
season.

An all-region selection on the soccer
pitch, Anderson brings a physical pres-
ence on the defensive end and will be a
threat for double-digit points and 5-plus
rebounds on the offensive end.

“Emily is very athletic and really has
showcased that in the past and on the soc-
cer field this fall,” Cretton said. “She is
quick and will be able to do a lot for us on
the court.”

Other key contributors this season
expected to come off the bench for WV
include: junior post Macy Nipper, sopho-
more guard Gracie Fowler and junior
guard Summer Kile.

While Bradley Central once again is the
heavy favorite to win the district, the Lady
Mustangs gave 5-AAA runner-up East
Hamilton all it could handle last season.

WV split the regular season with the
Lady Hurricanes with a 49-30 victory on
Senior Night at home and a 49-47 loss on
the road in the regular season. Not to
mention, their district semifinal clash
came down to the closing seconds in a 46-
44 victory for East Ham.

“It would be a monumental task to
knock off Bradley for the district champi-
onship, but I think we are capable of it,”
Cretton said. “That’s the beauty of sports.
The most talented team doesn’t always
win.”

The Lady Mustangs hope to be playing
as deep as possible this February, espe-
cially since they will be hosting the district
tournament on their home court.
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