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Summer

reading

By CHRISTY ARMSTRONG 

Banner Staff Writer 

People of all ages are being invited to get
involved in this year’s summer reading pro-
gram at the Cleveland Bradley County Public
Library. 

While participants will still be keeping
track of which books they read during the
summer, there is one notable change being
made to how they are asked to log their read-
ing. 

Instead of just keeping a record of how
many books they read, participants are this
year being asked to log their time. 

“We are asking that all our participants
read 20 minutes a day from June 4 to July
30,” Teen Services librarian Nikki Branam
said. “We want to reinforce the ‘Read 20’ mes-
sage that’s being emphasized in local schools.
We know it’s also important for older teens
and adults to read on a regular basis.”

“Read 20” is an initiative the Bradley
County Schools system introduced this
school year to help with literacy. 

All students have been asked to read or
have somebody read to them for at least 20
minutes daily, an exercise meant to help
them better their skill. 

Branam said this is a good practice for
everyone, as reading skill is important for

people of all ages. 
She pointed out that the same reading

skills which will help students do well in
school will also help them as they launch
their adult careers. 

“It can also be very relaxing and a good way
to overcome stress,” Branam said. “You can
get lost in a good story.” 

This year’s summer reading themes for
each age group allude to the idea of reading
being a healthy practice. 

The children’s reading program theme is
“On Your Mark, Get Set, Read!” The teen pro-
gram’s theme is “Get In the Game and Read.”
The adult program’s theme is “Exercise Your
Mind.” 

Because there are reading programs for all
ages, librarians are hoping entire families will
get involved together. 

Branam pointed out that successfully get-
ting children to read on a regular basis often
requires parents to lead by example. 

“If you want your child to be a reader, you
too must be a reader,” she said. 

Children’s librarian Keisha Parks said she
agreed with what her colleague had to say
about the importance of families reading
together. 

She also noted the library is hosting several

Banner photos, CHRISTY ARMSTRONG

NIKKI BRANAM,  teen services  librarian at  the Cleveland Bradley County Public Library,

takes a quick break from planning for one of the library’s summer reading programs. The offi-

cial kickoff for summer reading is June 4. 

Themes:

Children —  ‘On Your Mark, 

Get Set, Read!

Teens — ‘Get In the Game 

and Read’

Adults — ‘Exercise Your Mind’

THOUSANDS

of books await

children, teens

and adults at the

Cleveland Bradley

County Public

Library. The library

will be kicking off

its summer read-

ing programs for

all ages with a

special event on

June 4. 
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reading-related events over the summer. 
Those events include a carnival-themed

summer reading program kickoff event on
Saturday, June 4, at 2 p.m. It will feature a
variety of festive activities, including games
and refreshments for everyone. 

To take part in the summer reading pro-
gram, one simply needs to choose some inter-
esting books to read and keep track of his or
her reading. 

Though children and teens may normally
have teachers telling them what to read dur-
ing the school year, those in the library’s sum-
mer reading program get to choose whatever
piques their interest. 

Some parents may worry about their sons
and daughters reading classic literature. Still,
Branam said children and teens should be
able to choose books on topics they enjoy.
That way, they might learn to enjoy reading
and make it a habit.

“If you open up their interest in reading,
eventually they’ll discover the classics and be

ready for them,” Branam said. 
The same thing goes for adults. If someone

is trying to get into the habit of reading regu-
larly after a long break from doing so, Branam
suggests starting with a topic that already
interests the lapsed reader.

She also noted it is not uncommon for
adults to sample young adult fiction novels
and described the teen book section as a
“judgement-free zone.” The library has even
launched a young adult fiction book club just
for adults 18 and up. 

“Any reading is beneficial,” Branam said. 
She cited a study which said reading has

actually been shown to help adults keep their
minds sharp as they age. When people read,
their brains are constantly working to deci-
pher the words and draw meaning from them. 

Bradley County residents can check out
books from the library, which is located at 795
Church Street N.E. 

ith a library card, patrons can also access
e-books and audiobooks for free online. They
can be found by visiting http://www.cleve-
landlibrary.org and clicking on the “eBooks
and Audiobooks” tab. 

Just like printed books, the electronic
books can also be used to count toward the
reading time earned for one of the library’s
summer programs. 

To keep track of reading time, participants
have some new options this year. 

People of all ages can choose to track their
reading time online this year by creating an
account online at
http://www.readerzone.com. To make sure
their accounts link up with the library, those
choosing this option must enter the following
code when registering: srp16.

There are additional options for those who
choose to stick with more traditional methods.
Adults can pick up a printed reading log from
the library, while teens can get a reading-
themed BINGO card. Children will be given
reading journals to keep track. 

As with all the library’s regular programs,
the summer reading programs are totally free. 

A full calendar of events can be viewed
online by visiting http://www.clevelandli-
brary.org and clicking on the “Calendar” tab.
For more information about the summer read-
ing programs, click the “Summer Reading
2016” tab on the website, or call 423-472-
2163.

Whether you are devoting an entire day to
relaxing or is wanting a low-key activity to
enjoy after doing something like raft down the
Ocoee River, reading can be a great summer
activity. 

Still, it is hoped reading will become more
than just a summertime hobby for some. 

“We are so glad to have everyone join us for
the summer, but we will still be here in the
fall,” Branam said. 
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For great summer fun … just add water!
The Cleveland Family YMCA on Urbane

Road opens its outdoor pool on Saturday, May
28, at noon, weather permitting.

For a price comparable to one-night stay in
a beach condo, your entire family can enjoy all
the Y offers, including the indoor (heated) and
outdoor pools.  

Affordable Now’s the time to check out the
new 2016 membership pricing for households,
adults, seniors and students.   Summer mem-
berships run May 28 through Sept. 5 and are
on sale weekdays and on weekends.  

Members enjoy several themed Family Fun

Nights held during the summer such as Luau
and Dive-In Movie.  Refreshments are provided
by Food City.  

Y members also receive reduced rate on
youth sports and swim lessons as well as the
special programs for adults.

Since the Y pool is for members only, all
guests must be accompanied by a Y members
and the first visit is free!

To set up a tour of the Urbane Road facility,
please contact Princess Snyder, membership
director 423-805-3366 or psnder@ymcachat-
tanooga.org. 



By LARRY C. BOWERS

Banner Staff Writer

Cleveland Parks and Recreation Director
Patti Pettit and her staff are getting ready for a
busy summer.

Summer camps and the opening of the parks
department’s three swimming pools are just
ahead. There are also a number of special
events as local residents move through the
summer and into the fall. 

Pettit met with College Hill Recreation Center
Director Shneka Jones, South Cleveland
Community Center Assistant Director Leah
Banks, and Aquatics Director Sarah Banks
recently at the downtown recreation office to
discuss what’s anticipated for this summer.

In addition to the two community centers,
activities are scheduled for the
Cleveland/Bradley County Greenway, Bradley
County Park, Kenneth Tinsley Park, Deer Park,
Leonard Fletcher Park, Mosby Park, and
Waterville Golf Course.

The city’s municipal golf course continues to
be managed by Henry Luken and the Luken
Corporation. 

Pettit emphasized that the Greenway will be
extremely busy during the summer months.
There will be nine events, including 5-kilometer
runs, walks, and bicycle rides on the popular
trail.

Pettit and Sarah Banks said the three pools
will open Memorial Day weekend, and at least
one will stay open until the Labor Day week-
end.

They emphasized  the pool schedule is rather
hectic in late summer, due to the fact a majority
of the lifeguards will be returning to school and
thus unavailable during the final weeks of the
swimming season. Once local schools return to
classes, the pools are only open on the week-
end.

In addition to being the city’s aquatic direc-
tor, Sarah Banks also certifies all the lifeguards
for the three pools. “She is a real drill sergeant,”
said Pettit of the city’s pool and swimming
director.

Banks says she usually starts out with
around 35 lifeguards when the pools open, and
this jumps to 60 or more by July’s midseason.
The number drops back to 15 to 20 as the sea-
son closes. 

Banks said this decrease in availability is
understood. “School comes first,” she said of
her lifeguard corps, and the lifeguarding crew
need to get back in the classroom.

The lifeguard classes are a week long, and
Banks has already had three classes. Re-certi-
fication is a two-day course. Lifeguards are also
available for in-service and special events. 

“We have parties and special events almost
nightly,” Bank said.

To make arrangements for lifeguards, or a
special event at one of the city’s pools, you can
call Banks at 423-650-7616, contact her online
at sbanks@clevelandtn.gov, or leave her a mes-
sage at one of the three swimming pools.

Pettit and Banks added that pool member-
ships are available for $100, for an immediate
family of five. Additional family members are
$25 each.

Another service of the city’s aquatic program

is swim tests for children ages 13 and under.
One of the big events of the summer is

scheduled for the latter part of the summer.
There will be a Back to School Bash from 11

a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, July 30, at Mosby
Park. Final plans are yet to come, but it will
include free swimming and a cookout.

Jones announced there will be a number of
summer events at College Hill. There will be
senior activities Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays; baseball leagues for age group 5-6,
7-8 and 9-10; and pitch, hit and run competi-
tion.

At South Cleveland Community Center,
under Director Dudley Whaley, there will be
adult workouts beginning in June, and senior
pickle ball.

The staffs at both community centers will be
training for a youth tennis program, while there
will be a wellness van visiting College Hill dur-
ing the second week of the summer season for
health check-ups and screenings for youth up
to 18.

The aquatic director also pointed out that
two of the three city pools have competitive
swim teams. The Waterdogs will compete at the
Community Center, and the Aqua Tigers will at
Tinsley Park.

Camps take up much of the summer at the
two community centers, but they are both filled
for this year with a waiting list. The camps are
scheduled Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., at College Hill and at South Cleveland.

There are 40 campers at each center, prima-
rily due to the fact it is difficult to schedule life-
guards and chaperons for combined field trips.
Pettit said the camps are one of the biggest bar-
gains available, with the $50 fee covering
breakfast and lunch each day, and the field
trips.

The camps will continue from June 6
through July 29.

Other events are also scheduled:
— Cleveland Youth Cheer and Dance sign-

ups, for ages 5 through 12, will begin July 5
and continue from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays during July, and
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday, July 30.
Sign-ups are at the Greenway Pavilion across
from Cleveland High School.

The cost is $90, and parents should bring a
copy of the child’s birth certificate and pay-
ment.

— Cleveland Youth football sign-ups are also
scheduled at these times on these dates.

The league is for youth ages five through 12. 
Online registration is available at

www.leaguelineup.com/clevelandfootball, and
the cost is also $90 per child.

Parents should also bring a copy of the
child’s birth certificate and the payment to reg-
istration at the Greenway Pavilion. 

For more information on cheer, dance or
football sign-ups, call the College Hill Center at
423-479-6370.
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CLEVELAND CITY RECREATION

Director Patti Pettit, left, is shown with

three of her summer managers. The assis-

tants include College Hill Recreation

Center Director Shneka Jones, standing,

South Cleveland Community Center assis-

tant director Leah Banks, center, and

aquatics director Sarah Banks, right.

Summer fun planned for city recreational sites



By BRIAN GRAVES

Banner Staff Writer

There is probably nothing I love more on
this planet, besides my family – than great
music.

“Music calms the savage beast,” they say,
and that is something I can attest to without
any doubt.

No matter the mood, a good song always
balances things out and relaxes me.

In that same vein, it also can make me
move and have a good time while enjoying
the company of good friends or even
strangers.

What does that have to do with summer?
Quite a bit, actually.
Summer is concert season and a host of

great performers begin to take their acts on
the road to share the great experience of live
performance.

But, summer is about being outdoors, you
might say.

Yep. It sure is.
That’s why I am writing about one of the

great outdoor experiences within a tank’s
worth of gas from Bradley County.

It’s a place called Chastain Park, and it
and its amphitheatre are located in the
northern suburbs of Atlanta.

That might not seem like a great outdoors
getaway, but the placement of the park and
its concert amphitheatre is in such a corner
where you are actually in the middle of the
woods with no sign of the hustle and bustle
of nearby civilization.

Nature is full of music of all types and goes
well with the music of life.

For most of us, the nearest and most

familiar outdoor music festival is Riverbend,
in Chattanooga.

That’s a lot of fun, but a different experi-
ence entirely.

The great thing about Chastain Park is it
is part of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra’s
concert venues and, year after year, the great
performers come to sing and play under the
stars.

It boasts an atmosphere so casual, it’s
hard to do anything but sit back, relax, and
let both the sights of nature and the sounds
of music collide into one memorable experi-
ence.

My first experience there was in 1990
when I attended a concert by “Ole Blue Eyes”
himself – Frank Sinatra.

His opening act was none other than “Mr.
Warmth,’ Don Rickles.

It was a rare treat to see these two legends
together and the venue made it even more
memorable.

Upon arriving, you observe many who
bring their own TV trays and coolers stuffed
with their dinners and drinks – many of
them derived from recipes published in the
previous concert’s program.

Chastain Park also offers a table sitting
area where a preordered, catered meal can
be delivered and set up with all the classy
tableware and candles to make for a fine din-
ing experience.

Then, there is just something the night
sky adds to a performance that cannot be
found in arena seating.

That August night more than 20 years ago
also taught me you never know who you
might be near.

I had noticed a phalanx of security around

an area a few rows in front of me.
Later, Sinatra said he wanted to introduce

a friend of his who was filming a TV series in
the Atlanta area.

Carroll O’Connor, who was starring in “In
The Heat Of the Night,” stood up and gave a
wave.

I have since returned to Chastain Park

twice – both times to see my favorites, the
Boston Pops under the direction of Maestro
Keith Lockhart.

I have visited several of these outdoor ven-
ues around Tennessee, Georgia and North
Carolina, but there is something very special
about a summer night of food and music in
the woods of Chastain Park.
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ATlANTA’S CHASTAIN PARK

Unique opportunities for food, fun and music

CHASTAIN PARK AMPHITHEATRE, nestled within the woods of a municipal park in the

northern suburbs of Atlanta, hosts a variety of musical performances under the summer stars.
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A SMALL GEM sits
a block north of

Charleston Park, in a
marshy runoff area of

the Hiwassee River
between Broadway

Street N.E. and
Market Street N.E.,

There is an abun-
dance of bald cypress

trees. Generally,
these massive trees
grow in more south-

ern, low elevation
areas like the

swamps of Louisiana
and Florida. It’s the

largest species of
tree east of the

Mississippi River.
With a lifespan of

nearly 600 years, the
slow-growing trees
can reach 120 feet

high. A viewing deck
has just been added

at the corner of
Broadway and Cass

streets N.E.

RED CLAY STATE HISTORIC PARK provides a variety of entertaining, educational and
culturally significant events, including the Cherokee Heritage Festival Aug. 6 and 7. The fes-
tival provides an “authentic Cherokee experience” with dancing, singing, storytelling, tradi-
tional foods and Cherokee games. Red Clay offers miles of walking and hiking trails, The
park’s 100-person capacity picnic pavilion has a grill, a water fountain and restrooms. Several
individual picnic tables, each with a grill, can be found throughout the park and are available
on a first-come, first-served basis. The park was the last seat of the Cherokee national gov-
ernment before the 1838 enforcement of the Indian Removal Act of 1830 by the U.S. military,
which began the forced removal west on the Trail of Tears. The area also has the Blue Hole,
a replica farm and council meeting place as well as a museum inside the center.

FOR A BIRD’S-EYE view
the Ocoee region of Polk
County includes Parksville
Lake, the Ocoee River and the
surrounding mountains. Owner
Brent Cole and pilot Brian Calls
are offering a variety of tours
starting as low as $30 for a five-
mile loop. Call 706-633-7618 to
book a tour or drop by 1620
Hwy. 64 (across from the
Gondolier Restaurant)
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays
and Mondays, from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. and Sundays, 1  to  7 p.m.

PARKSVILLE LAKE, the TVA-controlled reservoir located in the Cheorkee National Forest
and tributary to the Ocoee River, provides a variety of options for summertime fun. Along
Parksville’s banks on Hwy. 64 are many spots for picnicking, a variety of interpretive exhibits,
nature studies, scenic overlooks, campgrounds fishing spots and beaches. Although motorboats
are frequently seen on Parksville, there never seems to be an overcrowding on the water.  Each
beach has  plenty of space for sunbathing as well as shady spots, restroom facilities, several pic-
nic table areas, and a safe places for swimmers of all ages and levels to enjoy.  MacPoint and
Parksville Beach are only open April to November. There is a $3 per car charge at each beach.
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MORRIS VINEYARD was established in 1965. Located about halfway between Charleston
and Benton, the 50-plus acre farm sits on an east-facing hillside with breathtaking panoramic
views of Chilhowee and the Appalachian mountains. Withmore than 28 varieties of mus-
cadines along with grapes, blackberries, blueberries and raspberries ripening at different
times, Morris Vineyard is a place to visit multiple times during the summer. Raspberries begin
ripening in mid-May, blueberries and blackberries in mid-June, grapes the first week of
August and muscadines generally in mid-August. Pick your own in-season fruits. Morris
Vineyard also boasts a wide selection of award-winning specialty wines. Take a moment to
sample a selection of wines in the tasting room before making a purchasing decision. Visit
morrisvineyard.com/directions to find the best route to get there (depending on which way
you are traveling), or call 423-479-7311.



By JOYanna lOVE

Banner Senior Staff Writer

Do you know which restaurant is the oldest
in Cleveland, or where the Cherokee Chieftain
is located? How about the site of the 1996
Olympic Canoe and Kayak Slalom Races? 

The answers can be found on the Tanasi
Trail.

This driving trail highlights the adventure,
history and beauty of seven counties.

Cleveland was the site of the official launch
of the trail with great fanfare in 2011 with a
visit from the Tennessee commissioner of
tourist development.

“In this area, we are so concentrated with
Cherokee heritage, and all of the counties that
are on this trail have some form of Cherokee
heritage,” said Melissa Woody, vice president
for tourism development at the
Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Commerce.

Any businesses featured on the trail are
locally owned, “mom-and-pop” style.

“It’s kind of like hidden gems of the area, so
it wouldn’t necessarily be historic, just
unique, off the beaten path,” Woody said. 

Woody served on a committee that devel-
oped the Eastern Tennessee trails. 

“Tanasi used to be what they would call the
river and the area, and specifically there is a
town in Monroe County that used to be
named Tanasi,” Woody said.

The trail would take a few days to complete,
but there are also a number of highlights that

can be seen in a day. 
Woody said getting on the various trails

were a part of her regional approach to
tourism.

The trail starts in Chattanooga and crosses
into the southwest corner of Bradley County
at Red Clay State Historic Park. 

“Red Clay is such a significant spot for the
Cherokee nation. That was their last council

grounds before the removal to the West,”
Woody said. 

She said the Cherokee made a lot of deci-
sions on this land.

From the park, the trail takes travelers to
the Cleveland/ Bradley Chamber of
Commerce where they can get detailed
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Tanasi Trail
History, adventure found in SE Tennessee
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SIGNS LIKE THIS one show

travelers where to go when they

are driving the Tanasi Trail. 
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THE MUSEUM CENTER AT FIVE POINTS is a highlight on the Tanasi Trail telling the story

of the Ocoee Region.

See TANASI, Page 10



By ALLEN MINCEY

Banner Staff Writer

Looking for some cooling summer fun? 
Look no farther than the Ocoee River. To

experience the river in a very special way,
don’t just sit on the banks the Ocoee runs
through, but take a trip with one of the rafting
companies on the river.

Monica Jenkins of Quest Expeditions has
over 20 years of experience on the river, and
knows first hand the excitement of going down
the Ocoee for the first time, and said it
remains exciting each time.

“We have some who go down the river two or
three times a year, and some who come back
every year, as individuals or with groups,” she
said. “I am sure it is the same for other com-
panies on the river. We have one group from
Nashville that has come here every year since
2007, and if we had records before that, I am
sure they were here years before that.”

There are around 20 rafting companies on
the Ocoee River, some located in the western
part of Polk County and some in the east.
While each wants to promote itself as the best,
Jenkins said that these companies all get
along very well.

“There’s only one river, and one highway to
the put-in at the Middle Ocoee and the Upper
Ocoee, so we have to work together,” she said.

(Actually, there are two rivers in Polk
County that provide for rafting trips — the
Ocoee River and the Hiwassee.)

In the case of Quest Expeditions (and prob-
ably most all of the rafting companies), a trip
down the Middle Ocoee, including instruction
presented by the guides, is about three hours
long. Two of that time frame is actually on the
river.

“It is 17 miles from us to the put-in, and
from the take-out back to our place,” Jenkins
explained. For anyone who has never rafted
the Ocoee, once at the put-in, everyone works
together to get the raft to the river, but not
before going through some more safety
instructions and what to look for on the route.

Each raft holds six passengers, along with

the guide. Two rafters are at the front of the
raft, two in the middle and two on the end.

“I personally like the front, because you get
a better view of where you are going, but you
do get wetter up there, but, you know, you are
in the river so you expect to get wet,” Jenkins
said.

Participants are given life-preserving vests
and helmets, and taught how to sit in the

proper position (with feet underneath the area
ahead of you). There will be places along the
route where rafters can jump into the water
and float, while there will also be areas where
everyone can get out and take a break from
paddling.

If someone opts for both the Upper Ocoee
and Middle Ocoee together, many rafting com-
panies will also have a break for food.

The Upper Ocoee includes the site of the
1996 Summer Olympics. It passes the Ocoee
Whitewater Center on U.S. Highway 64.

“You get a sense of being a part of history
when you realize you are on a portion of the
river where Olympic athletes competed,”
Jenkins noted.
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Experience the whitewater thrill
Take a rafting trip down the rapids of the Ocoee River
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THIs gROuP manuevers the rapids of the Ocoee River.

See RAFTING, Page 9
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You also get a sense of anticipation when
you know the names of the rapids you are
rafting. Some are tame and give a feeling of
calm, such as Smiley’s, or Blue Hole, or
Cat’s Pajamas. Others? ... probably not.

There are rapids with imaginatively vio-
lent nicknames like Roach Motel, Godzilla,
Slam Dunk, Broken Nose, Slice and Dice,
Double Suck, Double Trouble, Slingshot,
Table Saw and Hell’s Hole. And Flipper is
not named for the dolphin.

The largest of the rapids is aptly named
Humongous, of which Godzilla is a part.

“But don’t let these names scare you,
because like all of our rafting companies
on the Ocoee, safety is something we
preach and practice, and we have very
experienced guides,” Jenkins said.

She did note that the summer is a great
time for college students to get their start
in being a guide on the Ocoee. She said
some teachers who have summers free par-
ticipate on the Ocoee as guides.

“Once you are a guide on the Ocoee, you
want to come back year after year and be
on the river,” Jenkins said.

Commercial rafting on the Ocoee River
begins as the spring ends, in May, and
continues on to early fall, usually August
and September. Participants must be at
least 12 years of age. Being able to swim is
not a requisite for enjoying the river, as
those taking the trip are taught what
Jenkins called “the whitewater swim posi-

tion.”
“We have had as many as 12 rafts out on

the river at a time, and I would say we
average around nine,” Jenkins stated.
“Prices to raft the Ocoee are usually higher
in as we get into the middle of the season,
but I would guess an average cost per trip
would be around $35” per person.

Jenkins said that there are no water
releases on Tuesdays or Wednesdays, so
there is no rafting during those days. 

To find out more about rafting the Ocoee
River, contact any of the outfitters in that
area.

“We believe if you have never been down
the Ocoee, you will love it and want to
come back,” Jenkins said. “If you have raft-
ed the Ocoee before, I am sure you either
have returned or will in the near future.”
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WHEN THE UPPER OCOEE isn’t running, generally on weekdays, The Ocoee Whitewater
Center, built to host the 1996 Olympic whitewater events and the first Olympic whitewater
events on a natural river, is a great place to bring the family to cool off and enjoy a warm sum-
mer day. There are plenty of non-flowing spots (or pools) along the river to sunbathe and
splash around in the water, plenty shallow and safe enough for young children and some
spots deep enough for adults to enjoy. The center also boasts a variety of trails and paved
paths great for walking, hiking, and biking. There are several picnic tables with many in shad-
ed areas.Since there are a variety of  species of birds, it is a  fantastic venue for bird watch-
ing. The Ocoee Whitewater Center, built to host the 1996 Olympic whitewater events still
houses O’s on the River, a nature-based gift shop with an information desk, restrooms,
changing areas and offers a variety of environmental education programs. The venue fea-
tures walkways, native gardens, paved river walks and picnic areas which are all wheelchair
accessible. When the upper Ocoee is running (check water release schedules for Ocoee #3
on www.tva.com) the Ocoee Whitewater Center is still fun, providing a great place to sit back
on the riverbank and watch world class athletes paddle the class IV rapids. There is a small
$3 fee for each carload for the Ocoee Whitewater Center’s lower lot, however it is free to park
at OWC Visitor Center parking, but is limited to 30 minutes.
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brochures about Tanasi and many of the
other trails that have been created to encour-
age exploration of the area. The brochure for
the Tanasi trail provides approximate
addresses, directions and phone numbers,
when possible. 

Signs for the Tanasi Trail then lead down
Keith Street to the Bald Headed Bistro with a
right turn onto Inman Street to search for the
Cherokee Chieftain and learn more about
Cleveland’s history at the Museum Center at
Five Points. 

“This Chieftain is a part of a larger trail
called ‘The trail of the Whispering Giants.’
There is a Native American carving by the
same artist in every state,” Woody said. 

If travelers are getting hungry at this point,
the trail has just the answer by highlighting
two downtown restaurants, The Spot and
Café Roma. 

The Spot is said to be the oldest restaurant
in Cleveland, and has been in operation for
70 years. 

The building which houses Café Roma is
historic, having been the site of the forerun-
ner of the Cleveland Daily Banner newspaper
in 1854, and several retail stores from 1922
to 1991.

On Second Street, the trail also highlights
Stamper’s furniture.

The store has been in operation since 1923,
and is still owned by the same family.

“People come from a long way away just to
shop at Stamper’s  … a lot of the merchandise
there is just so different from anybody else,”
Woody said.

After enjoying these close to home points of
interest, a fork comes in the trail for history
and nature seekers. They can either drive up
to Charleston to enjoy the off-trail highlights
of history that it brings or they can drive out
to the scenic views of Valley View for a fried
pie and some apple cider at Apple Valley
Orchard.

“Southern Living recently named Apple
Valley Orchard the best apple orchard in
Tennessee,” Woody said. “We are super proud
of that.”

While not a part of the official trail, the
Tanasi Trail map highlights a few historic
places in Charleston as off-trail highlights.

These include the Charleston Cumberland
Presbyterian Church and Henagar House. 

According to Woody, the church was used
as a hospital during the Civil War.

“The church overlooks the railroad, so it is
a great vantage point to monitor the railroad.
The windowsill was gnawed on by the horses,
and they never fixed them,” Woody said.

So the equine bite marks can still be seen.
The Henager house also has Civil War ties.
“Mr. Henagar was a Union supporter and

Mrs. Henagar was a Southern supporter,”
Woody said. 

Union Gen. William T. Sherman stayed at
the house while he was in the area.

“That night after dinner as her (Mrs.
Henagar) journal indicates, General Sherman
told her that she should take her family and
get out of the South. She said, ‘With all due
respect General, the South is my home and I
don’t plan to leave it,” Woody said. “He said,
Madam, with all due respect, when I get
through with the South, not even a bird will
live here.’”

Fortunately, despite destruction in other
places, the historic Calhoun house still
stands.  

The Hiwassee River Heritage Center on
Highway 11 in Charleston provides opportu-
nities to learn more stories of the area.

Charleston Public Park provides a good
place to sit and eat a picnic lunch or contem-
plate the history of the area before returning
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THE CHEROKEE CHIEFTAIN is

Tennessee’s sculpture from the Trail of the

Whispering Giants series. It is also a part of

the Tanasi Trail.
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THIS HISTORIC SITE in downtown now

houses Italian restaurant Cafe Roma.
See TRAIL, Page 11
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to Cleveland or continuing on the trail. Across
the line into McMinn County off the trail
highlights continue with the Joseph McMinn
gravesite.

“Joseph McMinn was one of our governors
and he is buried in Calhoun. He is the name-
sake for McMinn County,” Woody said. 

After serving as governor, McMinn was the
Indian agent for Charleston. Woody said that
McMinn asked that when he died he be
buried in front of the steps of the church he
attended “so that when Judgment Day came
he would be the first one back in the church.
That’s the way the story goes.” Oral history
tells that for years no one knew exactly where
he was buried, because the church had been
torn down. Except, one man purportedly did
know.

“They wanted to exhume his body and bury
it in the town square, since he was the gover-
nor of Tennessee, and he wouldn’t let them do
it,” Woody said. 

He only agreed to reveal the site after prom-
ises were made that the body would be left
where it was, and a memorial erected at the
spot. 

From Charleston, one can pick back up
with the trail in Athens with a sweet treat
from the Mayfield Dairy Visitor Center before
visiting the Athens Arts Center or the McMinn
County Living heritage museum. If one fol-
lows the trail into Monroe County, the adven-
ture continues with The Lost Sea, one of the
world’s largest underground lakes.

If one takes the Valley View route, then
they can venture into Polk County’s portion of
the Cherokee National Forest by taking Bates
Pike to State Route 74/ Waterlevel Highway.
This state route is a part of the trail and has
several highlights from creative eateries, such
as the Ocoee Dam Deli, to the picturesque
Ocoee Scenic Byway. Travelers are also sure
to see Ms. Be’s Purple Bus store selling its
wares. 

The trail might get hot, so plan on taking a
break to cool off at Parksville Lake or take the
winding road up Chilhowee to the lake at the
top.  If a traveler continues on State Route 74,
they can see the Ocoee Whitewater Center,

where the 1996 Olympic Canoe and Kayak
Slalom Races were held.     

After that, the trail comes to Ducktown.
Aside from a great place to enjoy the scenery
in Ducktown Park (134 School House Hill
Street), the town holds the  Ducktown Basin
Museum, which boasts “150 years of history
in about and hour.” The museum chronicles
the history of the town as a copper mining
community. On the way back to Cleveland,
travelers can follow the leg of the trail that
goes into Benton to see the Nancy Ward
gravesite on Highway 411.

“She was a member of the Cherokee nation
and actually married a white trader,” Woody
said. “She was seen by many as a hero,
because she was able to negotiate and build
relations with the Europeans.”

To view the entire trail, visit www.tntrail-
sandbyways.com or the Cleveland Bradley
Chamber of Commerce. Some activities
require reservations. 

So, get some water, sunscreen and bug
spray ready, have some cash handy and hit
the Tanasi Trial.

Online: www.tntrailsandbyways.com 

Banner photo, JoYanna loVe

eXPlore the unique styles at Stamper’s Furniture while following the Tanasi trail in

Cleveland. 

charleston’s Heneger House is not

on the Tanasi Trail, but is an interesting side

trip.
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