
By JOE CANNON
Banner Assistant Sports Editor

Bradley Central is back to
being the king of the Tennessee
high school wrestling mountain.

However, like the old kids’
game, others will come gunning
to knock them off.

“We got over the hump. We got
back to where our tradition
expects us to be,” declared head
coach Ben Smith, who last win-
ter claimed his first two state
championships since taking over
the storied program from coach-
ing legend Steve Logsdon in
2011.

Winning both the 2016 TSSAA
State Duals and Traditional titles
brings the program’s champi-
onship totals to 24, the most by
any public high school wrestling
team in the state.

“We had been working toward
getting back on top for several
seasons, so last year it was really
great to be able to finally do it,”
remarked Coach Smith. “We
sensed a little complacency after
we won it, but now everybody is
back with the right mindset. We
are looking to repeat this sea-
son.”

Bradley lost a half dozen

starters off the 2015-16 champi-
onship squad, including a pair of
state champions (Donnie Beyer,
Brett Brown), a state runner-up
(Joshua LaCoe) and two other
state medalists (Hunter Parker,
DJ Adams).

“Anytime you lose six state
medalists, including three state
finalists, its going to be hard to
repeat, but we have some guys
who are ready for their turn to
show what they can do,” Smith
proclaimed. “We are fortunate to
have good numbers in the room,
which creates a lot of competi-
tion and makes our guys work
hard to get better.”

“We are the state champs, but
we need to stay focused on what
we need to do. We’re eager to get
out and compete with these
guys. We’ve got some seniors and
juniors who will be starting for
the first time, but they’ve had
great off seasons and are anx-
ious to get going.”

Having a trio of state champi-
ons — Knox Fuller, TJ Hicks and
Ryan McElhaney — back to lead
the lineup will help keep the
Bears the favorite to return to
Franklin.

Bradley will start the new sea-
son with the Heritage (Ga.)

Thanksgiving Duals Saturday
before McMinn County and
Coahulla Creek (Ga.) come to
Jim Smiddy Arena for the home
opening tri-match Nov. 29.

The Bears have 55 wrestlers in
the program, but eight of them
have just gotten out of football,
so it will take a little bit for them
to be ready for mat action.

“Our schedule is
always tough, but
because of the suc-
cess of the football
team, we’ve modified
it some,” Coach
Smith explained. “We
aren’t going back to
the Archer tournament (an
early season, highly rated
event hosted by a nationally
ranked program).

“We are wrestling Baylor  pret-
ty early on, plus we are going to
return to the Cleveland Duals in
December.”

The Bears have also added the
Father Ryan Tournament (Jan.
6-7), which “will bring in teams
from seven or eight states, so
we’ll see where we’re at then,”
Smith said.

Bradley’ will take on county
rival Walker Valley Jan. 5, for
Alumni Night, plus battle

crosstown rival Cleveland High
Jan. 12 in the new Raider Arena. 

Soddy-Daisy will come to town
Jan. 19, the week before the
Region Duals (Jan. 26) will be
held at Rhea County.

“You can’t sleep on our
region,” Smith assessed. “You
better be ready to wrestle every
time you take the mat.”

State champs Knox, Hicks
and McElhaney
will anchor the
Bear lineup,
along with a
pair of state

medalists in
Austin Mathews and
Caleb Adkins (2014)
and a trio of returning

state qualifiers — Henley
Headrick, Edward Elkins and DJ
Gibson.

Fuller has an opportunity to
do something accomplished only
once in the rich Bradley history
— to be a four-time state cham-
pion.

The senior is 133-4 while
claiming his first three state
titles, plus is a two-time All-
American.

“He’s been a hammer since he
walked through the door,” pro-
claimed Coach Smith.

Fuller recently committed to
wrestle for Army and will be
heading to the West Point
Academy after his graduation in
May.

“Knox did the three-month
intensive training camp with
Matt Keller, the only Bear four-
time champion,” the coach relat-
ed.

“He (Fuller) leads by example.
He’s going to be fun to watch the
next four months.”

After winning the 120-pound
state title his freshman season,
Fuller claimed the 126 crown in
2014 and the 138 championship
in February.

This year, Fuller will move up
to the 145-pound weight class.

Hicks is a two-time state
champion, claiming the 113-
pound title last season and the
106 the year before.

The senior will once again be
at 113 for the Bears this season,
but he has a pair of younger
wrestlers nipping at his heels —
sophomore Kobe Prater and
freshman Gaven Hughes.

“Those are two good guys to
have if we need to bump TJ up to
120,” Smith related. “Hughes is
one of the highest touted guys
coming out of middle school and

Prater is new to the program, but
very strong athletically. He was a
late bloomer at Lake Forest.”

Hicks has verbally committed
to wrestle for former Bear state
champion Heath Eslinger at the
University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga.

“TJ is 101-1 the last two sea-
sons and is a two-time All-
American,” Smith shared. “He’s a
very vocal leader on our team.”

If TJ bumps up to 120, he’ll
run into his triplett brother Trey
Hicks. Their triplett sister
Amanda is the Bear team man-
ager.

“Trey might be a better techni-
cal wrestler than TJ,” declared
Smith. “He hit a growth spurt
last October that took him a little
time to adjust to. Like TJ, he’s
been wrestling a long time.”

He is being challenged by
freshman David Lancaster and
sophomore Dillan Tenpenny.

“Lancaster is scrappy and
been partnering with Trey and
TJ. Tenpenny really committed
to the weight room in the off sea-
son and has gotten a lot
stronger’” the coach stated.

“I feel good about what we’ve
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By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Staff Writer

A traditional wrestling power-
house, Cleveland High School is
looking to maintain that status for
the 2016-17 season.

Despite the loss of head coach
Jake Yost following the 2015-16
season, the Blue Raiders should
not have too much of a transition
to go through, since new head
coach Josh Bosken is going on his
10th year with the program.
Bosken spent nine years as an
assistant coach with Cleveland
and has also coached the youth
wrestling with the Higher Calling
Wrestling Club.

“It’s (not an adjustment) at all,
this sophomore class is actually
the first group of kids club kids
that I worked with in the kids
club,” Bosken commented. “I got
with them when they were about
6 or 7 years old, and have been
with them ever since.”

Knowing that he is taking over
such a high caliber wrestling pro-
gram, the new coach admitted
that he was feeling a little bit of
pressure.

“I’m excited, but do feel a little
bit of pressure? Yeah I do. There
are a lot of people who expect our
program to excel in the communi-
ty and I feel an obligation to fulfill
that. There are a lot of alumni who
want to see some exciting
wrestling,” Bosken said. “I really
don’t know what to expect with
this being my first year (as head
coach), but we’ve got a room full of
guys that enjoy working hard,
enjoy coming to practice and love
each other. Whatever happens,
happens, we’re just going to enjoy
the ride.”

Currently, the Raiders’ roster
includes only 13 upperclassmen,
five seniors and eight juniors. The
team is a young one, with 23
sophomores and 13 freshmen.

“We are sophomore heavy and
that’s what is really exciting,”
Bosken stated. “We have a room
full of guys getting after it and
about 75 percent of our roster is
sophomores and freshman.”

While many would consider a
younger roster to be a bit worri-
some, the new head coach is not
one of them.

“The future is bright, but
regardless of our age, there are no
excuses and we are going out
there to compete, no matter how
old we are. We’re not going to use
that as a crutch by any means, if
we put 10 freshman and sopho-
mores out there we’re expecting to
compete for a state title right
away,” the coach declared.

“They say pressure is a privi-
lege, so hopefully they’re willing to
take it. This isn’t the first time
they’ve been in an environment
like this, these guys have been
traveling with the Higher Calling
Wrestling Club all across the
country for the past five or six
years. Honestly, this will be a bit
smaller of a spotlight for them.”

Last season the Raiders fin-
ished with a record of 12-6 and
tied with Beech for third place in
the state traditional tournament.

Coming into this season, the
coach’s goals for the team are
rather straightforward.

“Our main goal is to put points
on the board and wrestle hard
from whistle to whistle and get
after it,” Bosken stated. 

“(I want us) to show consistent
progress over the course of four
months, from the beginning to the
end. We want to show that we’re
improving and we hope that in
February our energy and effort are
high still and we’re enjoying each
other’s company. We just want to
have fun and get better.”

The coach is expecting a num-
ber of his wrestlers to step into
leadership roles, and is looking for
many different athletes to step up
and produce big results this year.

“Colton Landers will be our
leader athletically, hands down —
he’s a two-time state runner-up.
Outside of that, I hope we have a
bunch of leaders. Right now, we
have a room full of guys that are
willing to work. Obviously we
expect our returning state medal-
ists Jack Hicks, Bryce Pond and
Logan Whiteside to produce as
well,” he detailed. 

“We have some incoming fresh-
men, Garret Bowers and Zach
Brezna, that might make a big
impact on the team. There are
some guys who didn’t get a
chance last year that might get
one this year, who are kind of itch-
ing at the bit and want to get out
there.”

Cleveland’s five seniors are
Caleb Eachus, Landers, Llandale
Enalls, Michael Lewis and Seth
Garcia.

When it comes to the 14 weight
classes, Bosken feels there is
plenty to be excited about.

“It’s not just a generic answer,
but I’m really excited about all of
them. In all 14 weight classes I
think we’re going to offer some-
thing a little bit different to watch
for,” the coach said. 

“At 106 we’re probably going to
have a freshman starting.
Whoever that is, we’re going to be
excited to see how they progress
and how they respond to taking

that jump. At 113 we’ll probably
have a freshman coming in and
I’m confident that if he’s got his
head on his shoulders and is
doing everything right, he can win
the state title as a freshman,”
Bosken detailed.

Pond, who is a returning
medalist at 106, will be moving up
two weight classes this season.

“He’s one of the kids that I’ve
had for a while and one of the
biggest flaws he had in the past
was his commitment — I’ve seen a
bigger commitment and more
focused than I’ve ever seen him,
so I’m looking forward to seeing
how he takes his junior year.”

When it comes to 126, Bosken
thinks that a junior will be getting
his first start of his career.

The rest of Cleveland’s weight
classes are fairly deep in the tal-
ent department, with two espe-
cially standing out.

“I think we’re deepest as far as
competition at 152 and 160.
Those are the weights that we
really don’t know what to expect,
but we do know that we’ve got
three to four guys at each weight
that could start,” Bosken added.

The season begins for the
Raiders on Nov. 23, when they
host Northwest Whitfield and
Dalton out of Georgia, as well as
Walker Valley. The action starts of
fast for Cleveland, which will take
on Wilson Central (from Lebanon)
early on.

“Our third match of the season
we are wrestling Wilson Central,”
the coach commented. “In the last
five years we’ve wrestled them
three times in the state finals.
We’ve got to be firing on all cylin-
ders right away, but it’s not a true
measurement of where we’ll be at
the end of the year.”

The coach is most excited for
their Jan. 12 home match against
Bradley Central.

“The big one we’re looking for
obviously is Jan 12, the Bradley
matchup at home. It’s going to be
a huge event and not just the

wrestling match. We’re doing a lot
of things to make sure that it’s a
premier event,” Bosken detailed.
“It’s going to be in the Raider
Arena — the arena holds 2,700
and we’re planning on putting
about 3,000 in there. We’re look-
ing to pack it out.”

Helping Bosken this season are
assistant coaches Joey Knox and
Sean Russell, as well as volunteer
assistant coaches Eric Phillips,
Adam Peters, Ivan Migovich and
Jesse Jones.

Phillips was once the Raiders’
head coach, while Peters,
Migovich and Jones are all CHS
alumni, with Peters and Jones
having been state finalists during
their time in the wrestling pro-
gram.

“We’re bringing in people who
are emotionally invested in the
program, not just coming in to be
around. We want guys in here
that care about Cleveland
wrestling,” Bosken said.

“We want to create a culture
right away that when you wrestle
for us, you’re going to first and
foremost love your team and
Cleveland wrestling, but you’re
going to work hard. I think we’re
doing that right now, especially
with our younger guys.”

By RICHARD ROBERTS
Banner Sports Editor

Walker Valley wrestling coach Al
Morris is aware his Mustangs will
be a reasonably young team this
season, but that isn’t stopping him
from expecting the best in per-
formance and leadership from the
group particularly when the
Mustangs who were wearing foot-
ball uniforms up until recently are
back in the Blue and Gold singlet.

“We have a few guys returning
we are looking to step up and be
leaders. Overall we are going to be
a fairly young team,” Morris said.

One of the leaders Morris will be
looking to is Michael Gregory who
finished third in the state at 152
pounds last season. Gregory —
who could be looking to move up
— is one of five seniors in the
Mustangs’ wrestling stable along
with Ben Gates, Stryker Clark,
Rob Varner and Skyler Swafford.

“Our big man on the team is
going to be Michael Gregory. We
are going to show the way for a lot
of our up and coming young guys.

Also returning for the Mustangs
will be Striker Clark (132) who
Morris also said is going to be
counted on to be in a leadership
role.

“We are looking for big things
from him” he said.

Seniors Rob Varner (152), Skyler
Swafford (195) who recently fin-
ished their football careers for the
Mustangs will also be on the mat
for Walker Valley. Swafford will
again pull double duty this season
racing back and forth from the
wrestling mat to the basketball
court.

Koby Hooker (285) is another
football Mustang who will be look-
ing for points on the mat.

“He’s going to more than likely
be our heavyweight,” said Morris.
“He is going to take the spot left
open by C.J. Schwarz. He’s spent a
couple of years taking his lumps
with C.J. and he really is looking
forward to dishing it out a little.”

If no other football Mustangs
decide to take up wrestling, those
five will make up the senior group
of Walker Valley wrestlers.

The junior class will led by
Hooker and James Jur (120).

“James is one of the hardest
working guys we have on the
team,” said Morris.

All-in-all, Morris has 11 juniors
and seniors looking to earn time
on the mat for the Mustangs in
2016-17.

“Those are the guys who are
going to help us continue building
the program where we want it to
go,” Morris stated.

In the sophomore class, Ethan

West (126), Joey Vecchione (138),
Zeth Haynie (145) and Mario
Acevedo (113) will be looking to
help the Mustangs.

“We hope those guys will be able
to help us out early on,” said the
coach. “There are other guys who
are working hard to have a break-
out year also but those guy had
good freshman years and we are
looking for them to step up this
year. Again, we are going have sev-
eral freshmen and sophomores in
our lineup.”

The Mustangs staff will be keep-
ing a close eye on the younger
wrestlers looking to see who is
developing leadership skills for the
future.

“We need them. We’ve been
stressing and looking for leader-
ship from any of our wrestlers.
One thing for sure, the group has
been working hard. We’ve got a
long way to go but I like the direc-
tion we are moving in. I also like
the attitudes with these guys,”
Morris said.

The Mustangs open the season
Nov. 23 with a tri-match at
Cleveland High School but already
Morris said he is seeing guys who
are beginning to step up and show
they want to be on the floor when
the whistle blows.

“I’ve got several of those guys,”
Morris confirmed. “One guys who
has been impressive is Haynie. He
was a freshman last year and was-
n’t sure where he felt he should fit
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By RICHARD ROBERTS
Banner Sports Editor

The Walker Valley Lady
Mustangs cagers are heading
into year No. 2 with head coach
Paul Cretton at the controls.
After a late start, Cretton hopes
the time spent with his team over
the summer will translate into
more consistent play from the
Lady Mustangs as the year pro-
gresses toward tournament time
four months from now. 

“I’ll be honest, last year I said
it over and over, that it wasn’t fair
to the girls that I came in late as
coach. We didn’t have a summer
together and that kind of thing. I
felt like we had to be further
along. Basketball is a long sea-
son. But I think we are going to
pace ourselves more, hopefully,
this year and be patient with each
other and as coaches, be patient
with the team. 

“We want to be hitting our
stride at the end. It is a long sea-
son. Even for somebody like me
who just can’t get enough of it. I
love it. It has always been a big
part of my life. It is surely not a
sprint. We don’t want to get burnt
out early. So, we’ll see,” said
Cretton.

“The chemistry is good, no
question. We did a few things with
them this summer. We went raft-
ing and tried to spend a little time
with them. They are a joy to be
around. Every team’s goal is to be
the best it can be but one of our
particular goals is to build friend-
ships with one another that will
last a lifetime. 

“I think we have that kind of
team. There is no jealously that
I’ve seen. The kids get along great.
I’m hoping they are building a
relationship that is going to last a
lifetime, not only with the players
but with coaches, too. They are a
great bunch to be around. They
are a lot of fun to be around.”

Cretton and the Lady
Mustangs, who are 0-2 in the first
two games of the season, will be
looking for big support from the
junior and sophomore classes
with only a single senior on the
roster.

“We just have one senior, Kaley
Walker. She just got out of volley-
ball after a great season. She
showed a lot of leadership on the
volleyball team and we hope that
carries over to her senior year in
basketball. She has been working
really hard. She is a fine young
lady and is going to do a great job
for us,” Cretton praised. 

“We’ve got four juniors we are
counting on quite a bit. Haley
Jones played a lot for us last year.
She is our post player and does a
great job for us. She’s got all the
tools to be a really good player.
She’s got good hands. She runs
the floor well and is extremely
athletic. We are going to count on
her a lot this year.”

The Lady Mustangs will look
toward another pair of juniors to
provide leadership and points on
the board during the course of the
long campaign.

“Macey Clark, one of our
guards, has been putting in a lot
of time. We had a deal this sum-
mer where we were trying to get
10,000 shots up and she has
more than 20,000. She really has
been paying the price. Her and
Lauren Lay, our other guard,
come in for a lot of extra time. You
can’t (successfully) lock them out
of the gym. We are going to look to
those two for a lot of scoring,”
Cretton acknowledged.

“I feel like they’ve paid the price
and come in and really worked
hard, not only in the weight room
but getting extra shots up. We
always talk about if the only time
they ever practice is with us
(coaches), they will never be the
kind of player they potentially can

be. They’ve really bought in.”
Lay and Clark will also find

help with Emily Anderson who is
also a multisport athlete and is
looking to get back into shooting
shape after a hand injury.

“Another junior is Emily
Anderson. She is an outstanding
athlete. She is very athletic and
plays soccer as well. She runs the
floor well. She is hurt at the
moment with a dislocated finger.
But we just snapped it back in.
She’s in good shape and ready to
go,” said Cretton.

By far, the sophomore class is
the largest group in this year’s
crop of Lady Mustangs. Eight
underclassmen will see or battle
for playing time with only one,
Abbey Davis, seeing significant
floor time last season.

“We have eight sophomores.
We’ve got a very large sophomore
bunch. Those kids, with the
exception of Abbey Davis, do not
have a lot of playing time,” said
the Lady Mustangs coach. 

“Abbey came in and even start-
ed some for us last year. She’s an
outstanding young lady. She is a
very hard-nosed basketball play-
er, very competitive. Abbey is the
only one in the sophomore bunch
who has had any varsity experi-
ence. Again, we are counting on
her big time. She will play a lot.
We anticipate her starting.”

Even so, Cretton expects to see
the sophomore group develop and
contribute on a consistent basis

“I expect some other sopho-
mores to contribute in a big way,
but it’s wide open. Macey Nipper
will play the four spot for us. She
can also play the five spot for us
as well. She’s got good court
savvy,” he said.

“It’s a toss-up from there. It’s
going to be who rises to the occa-
sion. If it’s Gracie Fowler, she’s
very quick and shoots the ball
well. Kyndall Gibson has been
working hard. She is another
sophomore we are counting on.
Summer Kyle is a soccer player
also. She is a sophomore guard
who can play. She has good feet
and we can see her playing defen-
sively. Mirana Patel is another
sophomore who could potentially
play some for us. It’s going to be a
toss up as to who steps up to get
playing time.”

On the freshman side of the
roster, four new faces will be look-
ing to work their way onto the
floor at one time or another.
Cretton said the able-bodied
group will get minutes as they
show they are willing to continue
to give what it takes.

“Our freshman class includes
Tasia Robberts, Manny
Thompson, Carissa Frost and
Delanie Harris. It’s going to be
tough for those kids to move up
but some of them are pretty ath-
letic. If a freshman can play we
are going to play them. Abbey got
a lot of playing time last year. We
are hoping some of those girls rise
to the occasion,” said the coach.

“Abbey Davis, Macey Clark,
Lauren Lay, Kaley Walker and
Haley Jones will most likely start
for us early. Emily Anderson is
right there. It’s nice to see her
come off the bench and give us
energy. I like the idea of her com-
ing off the bench. Something is
going to happen when she comes
into the game. She is very athlet-
ic. She can play defense and we
can press with Emily.”

Naturally, the first goal of every
team is to survive the district
tournament and make it to the
region championship. Cretton
said he is surprised the Lady
Mustangs were picked as high as
they were in preseason media and
coaches polls, but also said the
picks won’t add any undue pres-
sure on the girls.

“One group in the media and
coaches poll picked us second

and one picked us third. I don’t
really know how they did that, he
said with a chuckle. “We strug-
gled a little last year. I don’t know
if they (media) are just putting
pressure on us, everybody is
going to be better. 

“Of course, Bradley is at the top
and everybody knows it. They
should win it. But anything can
happen. East Hamilton is looking
good. McMinn County plays well
and Cleveland is going to be good.
It’s going to be interesting. I was
surprised, to be honest, they
picked us as high as they did. But
that’s good.

“I don’t think the girls are feel-
ing any pressure. I came back
and told them what the coaches
poll said. I think the coaches had
us third and the media had us
second. It’s not a big deal.
Obviously we want to get better
throughout the year and peak at
tournament time.”

One of the ways Cretton hopes
to help the Lady Mustangs main-
tain focus and energy through-
out this season’s operation is to
be aware of what is going on with

his athletes and keep a constant
line of communication open.

“I’ve been going to a 3D coach-
ing class to learn how to do that.
Sometimes the best thing you
can do is take a break, take a few
days off and let them recharge. It
is different. I think you have to
stay in touch with them and talk
to them,” he said. 

Cretton related the typical day
of one of his student athletes.

“She went to school all day and
is a straight-A student. Then she
get gets out and we practice from
4 to 6 p.m. Then she has soccer
so now she is going to soccer
practice. That’s a lot going on. I
have to be aware of that stuff. I
just can’t come back in the next
day and tell her she is just loaf-
ing around. 

“I have to understand she just
went to school all day, practiced
basketball, practiced soccer and
went home and got into the
books. This kid is not just an ath-
lete, she is a student-athlete,” he
said. “I think trying to stay in
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By RICHARD ROBERTS
Banner Sports Editor

Bob Williams and the
Mustangs started the season off
in a unique position that is not
only good for the school but for
the younger Mustangs looking to
make a name for themselves and
earn playing time as the season
moves along.

“If you look at our (roster)
board, seven of 10 (seniors) are
still playing football (as Nov. 11)
which is great for the school,”
said Williams who is beginning
his 13th year at Walker Valley
and 31st as a coach.

“A lot of them are out there
(on the football field). It’s good
for the younger ones. I have one
senior out there practicing with
us right now, Dakota Murphy,
and he’s been a good leader
while the football guys have
been gone. The last couple of
years we’ve had to deal with this
a little bit. We had a lot of foot-
ball games last year, too. But we
just prepare like they are here.”

When the prodigal Mustangs
return, it will again return to
business as usual for the
Mustangs, and Williams feels
the return to basketball form
will be an easy transition.

“I don’t think it will take very
long. They are so active on the
football field. Some of them are
playing both ways on the foot-
ball field so they should be in
pretty good shape,” he said. “But
then basketball is so different. It
will probably take a couple of
weeks to get them back.”

“We’ll see how far they can go
(when they get back). I’ve had
teams in the past lose (in foot-
ball) on Friday night and get
back up Saturday and scrim-
mage. But I wouldn’t want to do
that to these guys.”

The Mustangs have already
gotten some early work for the

younger of the Herd with two
games in the books already
against Riverdale and Hardin
Valley.

Even with the return of the
senior Mustangs there are still
questions that will only have
answers as the season progress-
es and the team finds itself as a
unit. So far, the Mustangs as a
team did not spent a great deal
of time together as outside activ-
ities cut into team activities.

“There a lot of unanswered
questions. We had a great sea-
son last year and had two great
seniors that were really good
basketball players in Kenny
Bunton and Josh Jones. They
were a lot of our offense and it is
going to be hard to replace that,”
said Williams.

“In the summer we were
together one time at Oak Ridge.
We had guys playing baseball,
football and things like that.
We’ve not really been together a
whole lot yet. This is one of
those teams, I think that the
more we play, the more games
we get under our belt, the better
we will be. We will be a little
rusty at first,” he said.

“I’m hoping they will shake it
off pretty quick. Our schedule is
pretty good to start out. We’ve
got Riverdale and Hardin Valley
next week. We’re going to play
with the guys we have.”

The Walker Valley roster will
be familiar to Mustangs fans.

“We’ve got Bryce Nunnelly
who was our point guard last
year. Cooper Melton played in
the four spot for us. They are
really athletic. Dakota Murphy
is with us right now and is really
working hard. He is a good out-
side shooter. Zach Eslinger is
just an all-around tough kid.
He’s a good basketball player
and a good football player,”
Williams said of one group of
seniors. “Nathan Zakkas is

another two-sport guy. He’s got-
ten better in the four years he
has been with us and expect
him to help us out. Skyler
Swafford is one who is involved
in everything. He will be
wrestling as well as playing bas-
ketball. He’s had a great year on
the football field and we hope
that translates to a great season
in basketball.”

Williams also expects junior
Kolten Gibson and other junior
teammates to bring the leader-
ship he has shown as Walker
Valley quarterback to the bas-
ketball court.

“Kolten had a great year for us
last year starting at the wing. He
is a good outside shooter and we
look for him, once he gets his
basketball legs back, to step
right back in. We have a couple

of juniors also, Trevor Rathman
and Bryan Hambright have been
really working hard,” Williams
related. “The younger guys we
have are working hard.

The sophomore group boasts
guys who Williams said should
have solid seasons. The duo are
two of a group battling to find
their names on the dress roster.

“Jordan Munck, a sophomore
guard, is really tough. He’s a
good all-around player. Isaiah
Johnson is another quick guard
we have. Jordan has really done
a good job for us. He’s running
point right now. He can play the
two guard but he’s really done a
good job stepping up. David
Venezuela has been doing a
pretty good job also. He’s a
strong kid and plays hard,” he
said.

“I will probably dress 14.
There are still a couple of spots
up in the air right now. We are
trying to figure out who those
guys are going to be.”

The goals for the Mustangs, as
with every other team, is to
reach the postseason beginning
with the district tournament.
More so in basketball, a team
that gets hot at the right time
has a chance to roll through to a
successful finish. Williams is
planning to let his horses run
but hopes to hold the reins just
tight enough to keep them from
running out of energy when it
will be most needed.

“You are building for that
time. That’s the great thing
about basketball. Everyone
starts with a clean slate in the
district tournament. Fourth
seeds have won the tournament
before, that’s why I like basket-
ball so much. Everyone starts
the tournament at 0-0. You
want to be peaking then, of
course. I’ve had teams that
peaked too early. Last year we
peaked at the right time and
after Christmas we played some
really good basketball. It took us
a while, but we got it going.”

Williams doesn’t plan to play
five-out, five-in but will use situ-
ational substitution during the
course of the season.

“Having the football guys out,
these younger guys are getting
some good experience playing
without them. Hopefully that
will add some spots and we can
play eight, nine, 10 people.”

While the younger members of
the roster will be looking to grow
leadership skills, it will be
Murphy, Nunnelly and other
older members of the team
Williams is counting on to pro-
vide needed leadership.

“Dakota has done a good job
in the preseason and he’s got to

be our leader. Even when the
other guys get back he’s going to
have to be one of our leaders.
He’s a good outside shooter and
he helps the younger guys get
into the right places. I look for
him to have a good start for us,”
said Williams.

“We will of course also be
looking to Bryce Nunnelly to
take a leadership role for us.
Bryce is a four-year varsity guy.
He played varsity his freshman
year. We look for him to be one
of our main leaders. I think he
could have played basketball in
college as well. But, he’s such a
versatile football player. He can
play so many different positions.
UTC is going to get a real good
one.”

With the team still looking to
find its identity, Williams admit-
ted the near future is still a bit
foggy. He went on to say he
thinks the fog will lift soon
enough and the team’s direction
will be clear.

“It is tough right now to really
see where we will be headed
early. We’ve not been in this sit-
uation with the football team
being in the second week of the
playoffs before. It’s the first time
they have won in the first round
and these are uncharted waters
for us,” he stated.

“We’ve got some good basket-
ball players so we’re just going
to play hard until they get here,
and when they get here we will
try to gel together.”

Williams said he hasn’t talked
to his team about a return trip
to Murfreesboro, but he is sure
the seniors in particular have
thought and talked about it and
will be looking to push through
the tournaments for another
shot at a state championship.

“I’m sure that’s in the back of

By CHAD MCGEE
Banner Intern

BENTON — The Polk County
Lady Wildcats will enter the
2015-16 basketball season with
hopes of continuing to improve
on the record of the last two sea-
sons. 

However, third-year head
coach Walter Hindman said he
doesn’t want his players to be
distracted with wins and losses.

“I tell them to … focus more on
being the best that they can be

on the next play. If you make a
mistake, let it go. Be better the
next play. Then be better the
next play, and be better the next
play. If you do those things over
the course of the game … the
scoreboard will take care of
itself.”

To continue the upward tra-
jectory, this team will have to
overcome the absence of any
senior leadership. 

In the 2014-15 season, the
Lady ’Cats saw two seniors lost
to graduation without anyone to

take their place on the team as
seniors. Leaving them with no
seniors on the roster this season.

Fortunately, the Lady ’Cats do
have incoming juniors who have
seen a significant amount of
playing time. Including the
team’s leading scorer and
rebounder from a year ago, jun-
ior forward Charlie Mitchell.

Despite the lack of upper-
class leadership Hindman said
he believes his team has the tal-
ent to double the wins from a
year ago for the second season

in a row.
“I think we have the ability to

do that,” Hindman said. “We
just have to be able to execute
at the right time.”

Last season, due to injuries,
the Lady ’Cats were only able to
dress all 14 players on the ros-
ter twice. Hindman attempted to
use the offseason to better pre-
pare his team for the physical
toll of a basketball season.

“This offseason, we focused
on getting ourselves physically
stronger, and getting in better
condition, because a lot of times
injuries happen when you're
tired,’ he said. “You do things
your body isn't used to doing,
and that's when you get hurt.”

According to Hindman, his
team had a tendency to bail
defenses out by forcing up shots
early in possessions. 

Hindman said outside shots
should not be his squad’s sole
focus, and he wants to force
opposing teams to earn every
stop by finding the best shot
every possession. 

“Last year, a large amount of
our scoring came from the out-
side, and I think this year we
are going to focus more on scor-
ing from the inside, a little high-
er percentage,” he said.
“Sometimes you have to be
patient. You have to pass up a
good shot to get a great shot.”

By CHAD MCGEE
Banner Intern

BENTON — The Polk County
boys basketball team tipped off
its 2015-16 season on Tuesday
night against Cleveland high-
school.

The Wildcats only graduated
one senior after the previous sea-
son.

“This year I should basically
have the same starting five,
hopefully we’ll build off of it,”
Wildcats head coach John

Tucker said. “We’ll be starting
young in the aspect of age, but
experienced in time played.”

Tucker said the Wildcats will
typically have the size advantage,
and will hopefully take full
advantage of it.

However, he said his team’s
identity is outside shooting, but
it is his hope his Cats are able to
score in a variety of ways. 

“We don’t want to limit our-
selves to just outside shooting.
We’re going to try and keep an
open mind,” he said.

During the offseason Tucker
said he has mainly focused on
his team’s conditioning and far-
ther developing the team’s out-
side shooting. 

“I like to let them shoot, there
is no bad shot with me,” he said.
“In the offseason hopefully we’ve
improved on our shooting.”

Out of the 16 players currently
on the roster, seven of them are
freshman. Tucker said the fresh-
men class coming in is filled with
solid players.

According to Tucker, the

Wildcats compete hard with one
another at practice. 

“These guys aren’t entitled to a
role. They know they’re going to
have to work for it every prac-
tice,” he said.

As promising as the new guys
look, Tucker is not forgetting
what has been effective for him
in the past.

Six-foot-5-inch junior Josh
Laughlin led the Wildcats in
points and rebounds a season
ago, with 16.2 ppg and 8 rpg.
Tucker said the Wildcats will rely
on Laughlin again this year to
provide a boost for their offense
again this year.

 40—Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, November 20, 2016 www.clevelandbanner.com

 Wholesale
 Supply Group, Inc.

 885 Keith St. NW • 478-1191

 Supplying All Of Your
 Lighting, Plumbing,
 Heating & Air Needs

Mustangs getting back to business as usual

Photo by BOB McEACHERN PHOTOGRAPHERS

2016-17 Walker Valley Mustangs basketball team

2016-17 Polk County Wildcats basketball team

2016-17 Polk County Lady Wildcats basketball team.

Wildcats tip off with familiar roster on floor

Lady ’Cats hope to improve moving forward

See BUSINESS, Page 43



By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Staff Writer

Cleveland’s boys’ basketball
team has a number of things to
be excited about this season,
but for head coach Jason
McCowan, there is one aspect
that trumps all others.

“I think first and foremost,
the most exciting thing is that
we have a place we can call
home,” he declared.

“The middle school did an
amazing job for the past three
years, but I told people that if
you had told me when I took
this job that I would coach three
of my head coaching years at
the middle school, I would have
said you were crazy. We sur-
vived it and I thought that our
kids handled it way better than
the adults.”

Now that Raider Arena is
open for business, the Raiders
now find themselves in the chal-
lenging position of living up to
the hype.

“I think our challenge now is
that $10 million does not win
you games, it just puts you in a
really nice situation. You hope
it’s like the analogy that a clean
car drives better,” McCowan
said.

Once again, Cleveland’s main
goal for the season is the same
that it has been for years.

“Our No. 1 goal every year is
to be the 1 or 2 seed in the reg-
ular season because that guar-
antees that you’re in the region
tournament,” the coach com-
mented.

Last year, the Raiders fin-
ished with an overall record of
18-7 after falling to Cookeville in
the region tournament.

With a talent-laden squad,
reaching the region tourney
does not seem too far-fetched.

They may have only two sen-
iors in Kregg Ware and Zadarius
Williams, who joined the team
this year, but the Raider’s junior
class is more than ready to step
up to the plate and lead.

“We have a very large junior
class that got a ton of experi-
ence as sophomores,” McCowan

began.
“KK Curry actually led us in

minutes last year and I think
has a chance to be one of the
best players in the area. Then
you add Mullek (Bradford) and
Deontae Davis, Romeo Wykle,
Taye Cobb and Josh Black are
some guys who are going to get
some minutes this year too.”

Curry, who is considered by
McCowan to be the quickest kid
he’s ever coached, has already
drawn offers from UTC and UAB
with a number of other schools
pursuing him, while Bradford
has also received an offer from
UTC

McCowan was especially
pleased with Cobb’s physical
condition coming into this sea-
son.

“Taye has beefed up and has
a good size body just like some
of his relatives. The Pugh’s that
are in his bloodline, were big-
bodied post players too, and the
nice thing about Taye is that he
can go inside or outside.”

Cleveland also has a new tal-
ented junior player in Alex
Patterson.

“We’re looking for some excit-
ing things from him, he’s a very
good shooter and puts in way
more time than anybody that
I’ve seen in my last couple years
in terms of being here before
school starts, after school and
after practice,” the coach said.

The list of talented players
extends into the Raiders under-
classmen as well, with sopho-
mores Norance Berry, Dionte
Ware and Darius Howard. Both
Berry and Dionte Ware saw a
good deal of playing time last
season.

The lone freshman dressing
on varsity is JaCobi Wood.

“JaCobi Wood is just a really
talented young man. A point
guard and that’s where we need
some depth,” McCowan
explained. “We can play Mullek,
Norance and Romeo there, but
occasionally they’re all on the
floor at the same time so if they
need to get a breather, we can
put JaCobi in there and get him
some valuable experience.”

With the extreme amount of
talent included on Cleveland’s
roster, the team will be similar
to last year with revolving
starters.

“It will probably be similar to
the way we have been with a lot
of kids going in and out. Our
biggest challenge is getting the
right kids on the floor playing
the right way and being able to
accept their role,” McCowan
detailed.

“One of the tough things,
especially in today’s generation,
is that they are worried about
who’s starting, where our
biggest focus is wanting our 10
to be better than your seven.
Our kids are buying into that,
so we’re excited.”

The Raiders have a bit of
height, but McCowan is most
excited about their collective
wingspan, or length.

“We probably top out at 6-
foot-5 with Josh Black. I think
our length is so much more
prevalent than our height,” he
said.

“KK is 6-foot-4 but has about
a 6-foot-6 wingspan, Dionte
Ware and Norance also have
large wingspans. We can be a
very long team when you throw
KK, Norance, Taye, Dionte Ware
and Deontae Davis in.”

The Raiders also are a team
that can drive and shoot the
ball.

“The best thing that we can do
is drive the basketball to the
rim. To counter that, once we
drive the basketball, we have
shooters who can surround
them. In the past, it’s kind of
been like we have good shoot-
ers, but we don’t have good driv-
ers and vice versa. This year we
can drive the basketball and
open up some passing lanes to
where our shooters can get open
as well,” McCowan said. “We are
very good in transition, which
can trump beating people off the
bounce because we can get the
ball up and down the floor very
quickly.”

By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Staff Writer

A new season, a new coach
and a new arena.

For the Cleveland girls’ bas-
ketball team, the 2016-17 sea-
son will be filled with “newness,”
but also one packed with excite-
ment.

“The kids have worked really
hard and I feel like we’ve had a
great commitment and genuine
excitement about the program
and the things that we’re trying
to do,” new head coach Tony
Williams said. “This is a group of
high character kid’s that are
hungry — they are hungry for
success, they’re hungry for being
better. They are very eager to see
where we can go and there is a
high level of excitement that we
have right now.”

Williams, formerly the head
coach at East Hamilton, takes
over a Lady Raiders squad that
was beset with injuries last sea-
son, and finished 2-23 overall. 

“We’re not going to come in
and focus on the end results of
saying, ‘We’re going to have this
record or that record.’ It’s a
mindset of being the best you
can be today and letting the
results fall where they may,” he
said.

“(We’ll have to work on) keep-
ing the train on the track when
adversity strikes. They faced
some adversity last year with a
lot of injuries, and of course not

playing any games at home is a
tremendous amount of adversity
to overcome. If things aren’t
immediately better, we’ll need to
keep them focused on the
process.”

Jamie Baird has stayed on as
an assistant coach, with Taunya
Lovelace, who played at
Tennessee Tech, joining the staff
this season.

One of the key transitions
Williams foresees his team hav-
ing to make is just getting used
to playing in their own gym, on
their own campus, once again.

“The biggest transition is hav-
ing these girls utilizing their own
space again and maximizing the
incredible facility that this com-
munity has supported and pro-
duced for these kids.”

Looking forward to this sea-
son, Williams is pleased to have
a number of returning players
on the roster.

The Lady Raiders have six
seniors on the roster, including
post players Amber Morman,
Kaitlyn Borton and Shanti
Mastin, as well as guards Emily
Colbaugh, Matilda Lee and Sofia
Stamatiadis.

“We’ve got a pretty solid group
of seniors that are returning. I
feel like we’ll have great leader-
ship. We’ve got that mixed in
with a bunch of pretty solid
young kids,” he said. “It’s all
going to come down to how we
handle the ball, because if we
take care of it and don’t make

turnovers, we should be compet-
itive most nights.”

There are four juniors on the
roster: Braylee Franklin, Emma
Flowers, Sydni Callahan and
Stone Memorial transfer Caitlin
Reed.

As far as underclassmen,
Cleveland has three sopho-
mores, Anna Renshaw, Madison
Rue and Madison Dasher, while
the lone freshman on the varsity

roster is Bailey Anderson.
“She’s a super talented fresh-

man guard that we see a very,
very bright future for,” the coach
stated.

The team has a bit of height to
their advantage, thanks to
Morman, Flowers and Rue.

“Amber and Emma are both
floating around 6-foot-1 or 6-
foot-2. Then you’ve got Madison
Rue, a sophomore post player,

who should be able to come in
and help give us a nice three-
person rotation in the middle,”
Williams detailed.

He added that Rue is currently
around 5-10 or 5-11.
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By JOE CANNON
Banner Assistant Sports Editor

Any time a team returns 85 per-
cent of its offense, it should have a
pretty good season.

When that squad finished in the
Top 4 in the state the previous
season, they should be in the hunt
for a TSSAA championship.

Such is the case for the Bradley
Central girls as the 2016-17 bas-
ketball season opens.

Although they’ve made three of
the last four TSSAA State
Tournaments, the Bearettes
haven’t made motel reservations
for Murfreesboro just yet, but bar-
ring any unforseen catastrophic
obstacles, they are a strong
favorite to make the Elite Eight
again this season.

“Expectations are high. Our
biggest concern is ourselves,”
declared head coach Jason
Reuter, who has a 168-27 record
since taking over the storied
Bearette program seven years ago.

“We can’t become complacent.
He have to have a good work ethic
and do the little things that are so
important,” he added. “We are
going to be chased by everyone,
but we like being the rabbit.”

The District 5-AAA coaches and
area sports media agree as
Bradley was a unanimous pick to
repeat as league champs for the
seventh straight season at the
annual Media Day recently.
Reuter’s teams are 84-4, including
unbeaten in 16 postseason games
against 5-AAA opponents.

The Bearettes opened the new
season against a very strong
William Blount squad, one of only
four teams to beat them last year,
Thursday evening.

Bradley will take on
Cumberland County Tuesday in a
rematch of last year’s Region 3-
AAA championship game. The
Bearettes and Lady Jets split their
regular season battles last season
before meeting for the region
crown.

“Blount and Cumberland will let
us know real quick where we
stand, then we go into our
(Holiday Inn Express)
Thanksgiving tournament with
teams like Flowery Branch (Ga.),
which was 30-2 last year, Miller
Grove out of Atlanta, and

Lakeview Academy (Ga.), plus
Alabama teams from Spring
Garden and Jemison, a new
school out of Huntsville, as well as
McMinn Central, who was 31-3
and also a state semifinalist last
year, and David Crockett.”

“We’ll be tested early. I wanted
to up our competition level,”
Coach Reuter explained.

“We are also going to the very
prestigious (Andrew Johnson
Bank) Greeneville Tournament
right after Christmas. They bring
in teams all the way from
California, the Bahamas and New
York for a 16-team field.

“We are also playing Maryville,
which had a 20-win season with
no seniors last year, Stone
Memorial and Knox Webb, which
has won multiple (four of the last
six, plus being runners-up in the
other two) private schools state
titles in home-and-away series
this year,” he added.

The Bearettes lost two players
off last year’s team that went 32-4
with winning streaks of 20 and 11
games. Gone are All-State
Tournament performer Julia
Gaither, who now plays for
Cleveland State, and Katie Brown,
a part-time starter and key
reserve, both of which played the
3-4 slots.

“We’re going to miss ‘Jules’ and
‘KB.’ They played important roles
in our success last year,” com-
mented Reuter. “They were both
very hard workers, scrappy-type
players that would battle for the
ball and could score us some
needed points.”

This year’s Black-and-Gold
squad has five seniors, one very
key junior, a half dozen sopho-
more and eight freshmen.

After playing a year of high
school varsity ball as an eighth-
grader before coming to Bradley,
junior Rhyne Howard surpassed
the 1,000-point mark for the
Bearettes last season. She is cur-
rently tied with Rebecca Reuter for
22nd on the all-time Bearette
scoring list with 1,108 points.

The District 5-AAA Player of the
Year has drawn plenty of attention
from collegiate coaches for her
athletic and academic skills.

“September was ‘Evaluation
Month’ and 17 top-flight programs
came in to see her,” related Coach
Reuter. “She’s rated as one of the
Top 30 juniors in the nation. She
plays on very high-profile AAU
teams, and college coaches love
her versatility. She’s 6-foot-2, but
she plays the guard positions and
can go inside when needed.”

Howard’s visitors included

numerous SEC programs, includ-
ing Tennessee head coach Holly
Warlick, South Carolina, Ole Miss
and Florida, as well as North
Carolina State and even Rutgers
legendary coach Vivian Stringer.
Purdue has been a strong pres-
ences with several visits. Howard
is interested in studying engineer-
ing and the Indiana school is one
of the elite programs in that field. 

While she has already received
scholarship offers from numerous
schools, she has said she’s in no
hurry to make up her mind this
early. “I have plenty of time to
make that decision. Right now I’m
just looking forward to the sea-
son,” she remarked during the
middle of the wooing. 

"She is capable of playing any
position on the floor and is an
extremely accurate 3-point shoot-
er," assessed Coach Reuter. "I can
coach for a long time and not have
another player with her talent.
Players like her don’t come along
very often."

Earning all-state and all-state
tournament honors as a sopho-
more this past season, Howard
connected on 168-of-301 (56 per-
cent) of her 2-point attempts, plus
drained 73-of-181 (40 percent)
from beyond the arc, giving her an
overall 50 shooting percentage

(241-of-482). She also made 74-of-
107 (69 percent) on free throws.

Scoring 629 points, she aver-
aged 18.5 a game, plus pulled
down 233 rebounds (6.85 rpg),
dished out 154 assists compared
to just 70 turnovers. The team
leader in every statistical category,
the Region 3-AAA MVP copped
117 steals and blocked 47 shots.
Bradley is 54-10 with her in the
lineup the past two seasons.

“Her biggest attribute is she
makes everybody around her bet-
ter,” Reuter said of his co-captain.
“She’s very unselfish and passes
the ball well, but she’s not afraid
to take the big shots. She was a
District Tournament MVP when
she was just 14 years old and
she’s matured and gotten so much
better since then.”

While Howard gets the lions’
share of the attention, she is not
the only star shinning for the
Bearettes.

Having just signed early with
NCAA D-II Lee University this
week, 5-foot-8 senior Halle
Hughes is the other Bradley co-
captain and is back for her fourth
season.

“With Halle and Rhyne, I’d stack
our backcourt against any in the
state,” proclaimed Reuter. “They
compliment each other so well.

“They are our ‘Bernie and Ernie
Show,’ he said in reference to the
former Tennessee combo of
Bernard Shaw and Ernie
Grunfeld, who came from vastly
different backgrounds and experi-
ences and seemingly shared noth-
ing in common except the game of
basketball, yet forged a close
friendship that endured for
decades of NBA success.

“Lee is getting a steal in Halle.
She’s a three-year starter and a
key contributor on two state tour-
nament teams,” the Bearette
coach declared. “She was the
‘sixth man’ her freshman season
when we went to the state with the
‘Twin Towers’ (6-foot-2 standouts

Brooke Copeland and Rebecca
Reuter) and she started the last
two years and been one of our top
scorers and defender.”

“She is one of the best slashers
I’ve coached. She can drill it from
behind the arc (3-point area) or
put the ball on the floor and get to
the rim.”

“She is our motor. She will play
all day long. I wouldn’t trade her
for anyone. She’s a tough charac-
ter on the court and a good
Christian young lady off of it,” he
said of the 4.0 student, who
scored a 24 on her ACT. 

Hughes was an All-District 5-
AAA (regular season and tourna-
ment) and All-Region 3-AAA tour-
nament selections both her soph-
omore and junior seasons. She
has scored 1,252 career points,
ranking her 16th on the Bearette
all-time scoring list, which dates
back over the past 93 years.

After netting 194 points as
Bradley earned a trip to the state
tournament her freshmen season,
Hughes led the Bearettes in scor-
ing as a sophomore, averaging
17.4 points per game. She hit 49
percent of her shots from the field,
including 53 percent inside the 3-
point line. The quick guard also
averaged more than three
rebounds an outing, had a team-
high 86 assists and 45 steals, plus
blocked a dozen shots that sea-
son.

This past campaign, she ripped
the cords for 16 points a contest,
draining an impressive 38 percent
from beyond the 3-point arc.
Hughes also pulled down almost
three caroms a contest, plus
handed out 97 assists and copped
57 steals.

Both Hughes and Howard are
able to play the point and shooting
guard positions. “Rhyne will pri-
marily be at the point, but Halle
can step over and run the offense
if we need her to,” explained
Reuter. “Ninety percent of the time
Halle will be at the 2 or 3 position
for us.”

Another key senior with college
options is Emma Kate Brown, who
is a four-year starter. “She got into
the starting lineup during the
Christmas tournament of her
freshmen season and has been
there ever since, when she wasn’t
battling some injuries,” related
Reuter. “Like Halle, ‘EK’ is a
coach’s daughter and has a very
high IQ (26 on her ACT). She
shoots more practice shots than
anybody.”

The 5-foot-10 swing player will
be at the “3-4 position” according
to her coach. “She can guard big-
ger people and use her body to get
position.

“She’s not a great leaper, but
she works hard to box out and get
rebounds and put back points.
She’s not afraid to get underneath
with the big girls and battle for the
ball.  

“She can also stretch a defense
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Bears have questions to answer
By JOE CANNON

Banner Assistant Sports Editor

Four of Bradley Central’s last
five basketball seasons have
ended in Murfreesboro, but
unfortunately all of those losses
were the week before the TSSAA
State Tournament.

While just how far the Bears
will go this season is yet to be
determined, head coach Chuck
Clark says, “There are a lot of
questions to be answered between
now and then.”

“We’ve had a challenging offsea-
son. We’ve had a few injuries, plus
we had a couple of varsity players
quit, one just before we started
practice this fall after he had been
with us all summer,” he related.

“We didn’t have a very good
summer. We had several key play-
ers missing for various reasons
and had to play JV players
against varsity teams at some of
our camps.”

The veteran Bear mentor said
the good news is the hoops season
is broken into three parts, with
only the final one really counting.

“You have the preseason, which
we’ve already done, then you have
the regular season, which for us
we will use to get ready for the
most important part — the post-
season tournaments,” explained
the former Bear player and 17-
year assistant coach before taking
over the reins when legendary

coach Kent Smith stepped aside
five years ago.

“While you want to have a good
record in the regular season, the
most important thing you do is get
your team ready for the tourna-
ment,” Clark remarked.
“Unfortunately because of the way
things have played out, we’ll have
to develop our team as we go. We
could be pretty good by the time
we get to the postseason.”

The Bears are coming off a 24-
8 record last season, which saw
them post a perfect (10-0) District
5-AAA mark during the regular
season, but fell to county rival
Walker Valley in both the district
and region championship games.

For the third time in their most
recent four trips to the TSSAA
Sectional games, Bradley had to
travel to Blackman and got burnt
in the “Inferno.”

Losing four seniors off that
squad, Bradley has a mix of some
good young talent to go with some
quality veterans for this year’s
squad.

Three of the top six Bears just
returned to the court this week
after being key components in the
state-ranked Bradley football suc-
cess, which advanced to the sec-
ond round of the TSSAA playoffs,
before, ironically falling at
Blackman.

“It will take a few weeks for the
football guys to get their basket-

ball legs, so we aren’t going to
rush them,” explained Clark.
“Some of them have had some
injuries they need to get fully
recovered from. It’s more impor-
tant for us to have them for the
long haul, instead of rushing
them right into the lineup and
risk hurting them.”

Those players include all-stater
Cole Copeland and returning key
reserves Lameric Tucker and
Hunter Duggan, both of which are
battling for spots in the starting
lineup.

Multisport star Copeland, a
two-time Mr. Tennessee Football
semifinalist, has been the District
5-AAA Basketball Player of the
Year the past two seasons, leading
the team to a 46-18 record and
back-to-back substate appear-
ances.

“He’s such a competitor. It’s in
his DNA. He’s a Copeland,” com-
mented Clark. “He can play all five
positions and will do so for us at
some point this year. Even though
he’s a tremendous scorer, he’s
willing to give the ball up as well.”

Copeland enters the season
12th on the all-time Bear scoring
list with 1,358 career tallies. The
6-foot-4 standout averaged a dou-
ble-double (20.9 points and 11.6
rebounds a game) last season.

Primarily a shooting guard,
Copeland earned all-state honors
last season after hitting 165-of-

320 (52 percent) on 2-pointers,
plus 59-of-150 (39 percent) on 3-
pointers, often from what looked
like NBA range.

Along with sinking 48 percent
of his shots from the field, he also
went 140-of-208 (67 percent) on
free throws.

Copping 73 steals, compared to
just 58 turnovers, Copeland
blocked 41 shots and had 41
deflections. He also dished out 81
assists.

The only other returning Bear
starter is senior guard John
Brown, who can play the point
when needed, but mainly is a
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When looking at the upcom-
ing season, the team will take
on some top talent in teams like
Fulton and Oak Ridge in a clas-
sic in Johnson City over Dec. 16
and 17. They will also take on
East Ridge, Clarksville
Northeast and Meigs County in
the Cleveland Holiday Classic
Powered by Under Armour from
Dec. 28-30.

In District 5-AAA play,
Cleveland hosts Walker Valley
on Dec. 2 and then plays at
Bradley Central on Dec. 6 The
district should once again be
highly competitive, according to
McCowan.

“Walker Valley brings back

really experienced (players).
Bryce Nunnelly is one of the
best point guards and he
reminds me so much of Brice
Sharp; he just doesn’t make any
mistakes. Kolten, who’s their
quarterback, is calm cool and
collected. (When it comes to
Bradley)“Is Cole Copeland going
to be healthy? That’s the big
unknown — if he is, he can beat
you by himself? 

“East Hamilton brings back
so many good players and we
have no idea what Ooltewah is
going to look like. We’re glad
that Soddy-Daisy’s 3-point
shooter is gone, but then they
had that sophomore kid who

was really good and could play
down the stretch. McMinn
County made it to the region
tournament last year and was
the No. 4 seed.”

When it comes to adversity,
the Cleveland coach expects his
squad to come up against a
good deal of it.

“I think the biggest challenge
for this group is how well are
they going to play together and
how well are they going to play
on those nights when motiva-
tion is (lower), when we’re not
playing Bradley or Walker Valley
... (also) how well we can play
with that spotlight and target on
our backs?”

One of McCowan’s other
important goals is to ensure
that the kids enjoy their high
school years and have fun play-
ing together.

“Hopefully we can create the
best memories possible and stay
in the present.”
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“We want to try to utilize our
size and play an inside-outside
type game. Defensively we want
to try and eliminate layups and
make teams shoot contested
shots over our size so that we
will be in a situation to use our
rebounding strengths to our
advantage.”

Williams referred to the start-
ing five as a work in progress.

“It’s all going to come down to
where we feel like we can get the
most out of them in starting
roles and then giving us a boost
off the bench,” he said. 

“I’m a basketball coach who
tries to evaluate our strengths.
We want to maximize those
strengths and then try to elimi-
nate our opponents’ strengths as
much as possible. We gear our
defense towards trying to make
you play out of your comfort

zone, whatever that might be.
Offensively, we want to make
sure that our kids who have the
skill set conducive to us being
successful have the ball in their
hands a lot.”

Cleveland was picked fifth by
both the coaches and the media
in the preseason polls, but
Williams expects the team to be
competitive in the district.

“Bradley is the measuring
stick year-in and year-out in
this district, and McMinn,
Walker Valley and East Hamilton
will be competitors also. I feel
like we should be able to line up
and play with all of those teams.”

The Lady Raiders host Walker
Valley on Dec. 2 and then turn
around and travel to Bradley
Central on Dec. 6. The Bearettes
won’t come to the Raider Arena
until Jan. 20. 

Matchups that Williams is
especially looking forward to are
with East Hamilton and Rhea
County, both of which he has a
long history with.

Cleveland plays in a classic in
Johnson City Dec. 16 and 17,
where they will face basketball
powerhouses Oak Ridge and
Fulton. Their tough schedule
also includes games with
Cumberland County on Nov. 28
(away) and Feb. 4.

“Those are games that will be
marquee matchups and then
we’re going to play perennial
power Cumberland County
twice,” Williams declared. “Those
are games where the chips are
stacked against us a little bit. I
welcome the challenge and our
kids welcome the challenge,
we’ve got a lot to prove to our-
selves and the basketball com-

munity in East Tennessee.
“We respect everybody and

fear nobody; that’s the mindset
we’ve taken as a coaching staff
and that’s what we want our
kids to believe,” he continued.
“You’ve got to come out and play
the game every time you walk
out on the floor, no matter who
you are playing.”

Ultimately, Williams is looking
to keep positivity surrounding
the team, as well as seeing an
even further improved work
ethic.

“I feel like one of the things I’ve
tried to instill is a tireless work
ethic and a commitment to the
craft itself — being committed to
the team and working as much
as possible, I think that’s para-
mount in coming in to any pro-
gram, establishing that culture
that you want to have.”

Business
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their minds and they’d love to go
back their senior year. It would
be a good way to close out their
senior year,” said Williams.

“I think the biggest thing is
they will see a team that will try
to compete every night. We’re
going to play hard every night
and compete. Sometimes we will
come up short but sometimes
there are roller-coaster peaks
and valleys during the year.
Hopefully, we will be peeking at
the right time at the end.”

Williams knows well, however,
the road to Murfreesboro begins

with a trip through the district
and region postseasons, goal No.
1 for the Mustangs.

“I think every team’s goal in
the district is to try and be in
one of the top two spots (of the
district) because you get a bye
and you are automatically in the
region. That was our goal the
last couple of years and that’s
going to be our goal again. If we
don’t make the top two spots
then we will play who we have to
play. But that’s our goal, to try
and get into one of the top two
spots so we are automatically in

the region,” Williams acknowl-
edged.

“It’s just going to be how we
play together. Last year we fig-
ured out how to play together,
share the basketball and play
good team defense. But there
are some other good teams in
the district that want the same
thing. Cleveland is going to be
good. East Hamilton and
Bradley are going to be good.
Those teams are wanting the
same thing, and I think it’s real-
ly going to be a competitive dis-
trict.”

got at 120.”
Bumping up to 132,

McElhaney was the state run-
ner-up at 106 his freshman sea-
son and captured the 120-pound
state crown earlier this year. 

“He had to cut a ton of weight
last year, so we wanted to let him
grow some. He’s more comfort-
able at 132,” Coach Smith
explained.

“He wrestled quite a bit in the
off season and played football
this fall. I’m excited to see what
he can do this year.”

Sophomore Curtis Rzeplinski,
who stopped an intruder trying
to assault women on the
Greenway this summer, will keep
McElhaney motivated at 132.

“Curtis has ‘Donnie Beyer’
potential,” Smith said referenc-
ing last year’s 152-pound state
champion, who signed with 11-
time NAIA National Tournament
qualifier Campbellsville (Ky.)
University.

Mathews finished third in the
state at 145 in February and will
step up a weight class to 152 this
season.

“Austin shocked a lot of people
last year,” Coach Smith
explained. “He’s short and
stocky, but he’s very explosive.
He’s poised to make a run at a
state title this year.”

Pushing the senior at 152 will
be his best friend and classmate,
Will Kaylor.

“Kaylor is the opposite of
Austin. He’s 6-foot-2, is strong,
long and funky. He will likely be
in the lineup somewhere,” the
coach said.

Also vying for mat time at 152
is senior Jordan Moats, who
started half the season last year,
as well as sophomore Seth
Gerena and freshman Mack
Stevison.

Adkins is returning to the
team and battling for the 160
spot.

“Caleb had some personal
issues last year and quit the

team. He took care of the prob-
lems, came back and the team
voted him back on for the second
semester,” the coach explained.

“He’s like a ball bearing. He
can move. He’s very tough and
not afraid to fight. He’s the next-
to-last of nine or 10 kids. We’re
excited to have him back.”

Adkins is being challenged by
senior Conner “Stud” Law and
junior Austin Beard.

“He came in as a freshman and
that’s how he introduced himself
— Conner ‘Stud’ Law. You got to
like a guy with that kind of con-
fidence. He’s coming off shoulder
surgery, but is working his way
back.

“Beard is a cousin of the
Kellers and Johnsons, so
wrestling is in his blood. He had
a great off season. He may drop
to 152 and throw his hat in the
ring there.”

Headrick “was two minutes
from medaling at the state last
year and had a little hiccup,” his
coach related.

“He had a great freestyle sea-
son and had the opportunity to
train with the national team.
He’s one of our football players
and does a good job balancing
both. He’s ready for a podium
run this year.”

He will be pushed by sopho-
mores Brance Falls and Luke
Pace, who both have strong ties
with the Bear Pride and Lake
Forest wrestling programs.
“They showed up ready to wres-
tle this year,” the coach
declared.

“Also junior Shawn Young has
come back  out after being gone
a couple of years. He’s very wel-
come back. He was a hammer in
middle school.”

Elkins is a senior two-time
state qualifier who went out in
the “blood round” last year.

“He’s come a long way. The
past couple of months have been
good for him. He’s dialed in and
hungry. He’s a hay-hauler. He’s

big and mean,” Smith assessed.
Young, Falls or Pace could

move up to challenge for the
182-pound  spot, as will sopho-
more footballer Trey Johnson.

Gibson “was the only fresh-
man in the lineup last year, won
80 percent of his matches and
qualified for the state,” Smith
related. “He’s a load. He has all
the tools, but we will need to get
his weight down to wrestle at
220.”

Freshman Gavin Sewell, “a
quite and unassuming wrestler
from Lake Forest with a lot of
promise,” will also vie for the
spot.

Defensive lineman Kevin
Gentry will return unchallenged
at 195 for the Bears.

“He had a rough season last
year. He had a winning record,
but he was not happy with the
way things turned out. Our
region was very tough at 195
last year,” the coach recalled.
“He has a heart the size of
Texas, but he’s hard to handle
on the mat.”

Another football lineman,
Chris Cash is looking to replace
state medalist DJ Adams in the
heavyweight division.

“Last year was his first year to
wrestle and he worked with DJ,”
Coach Smith said of the 6-foot-
6, 285-pound offensive tackle on
the gridiron. “He’s fired up and
ready for the season. He has a
lot of tools, but he is still learn-
ing how to  wrestle.”

Sophomore Matthew Cheek
has lost a lot of weight to get
down to the 285 limit. “He’s a
more traditional heavyweight
and knows how to wrestle, but
he’s going to have to knock some
of the rust off. He didn’t wrestle
last year,” the coach explained.

A gang of four underclassmen
are battling for the 106 pound
spot in the Bear lineup, includ-
ing sophomore Wesley Devaney,
plus freshmen Cole Cooper, Seth
Gregory and Glen O’Daniel.

“The future of our 106 looks
good for the next 2-3 years,”
proclaimed Coach Smith. “This
is a very competitive class. We
will be strong no matter which
one of these guys come out on
top.

“All of these guys have come
up through the Pride and Lake
Forest programs, so they are
ready to go,” he added.

Ethan Adams has been
patiently waiting his turn and is
unchallenged at 126.

“We are extremely excited
about him. He’s a senior who
has been behind McElhaney and
TJ (Hicks),” Smith remarked.
“He beat a pair of state medal-
ists in the offseason.

“He is ready for his shot.
People who know him, know he’s
tough. He’s really pumped and
ready for his shot to get his
name on the board (of Bear state
medalists).”

A trio of wrestlers are compet-
ing at 138, including juniors
Andy Robinson and Joseph
Rymer, plus freshman Devin
Jenkins.

“Andy is the favorite. He’s
been Knox’s (Fuller) training
partner and competed in the
Greco-Roman events in the off
season,” the Bear coach
explained. “He’s explosive,
strong and very tough. He has a
fun style to watch.”

“Rymer is new to the program,
but he loves to compete, while
Jenkins is a multi-talented kid,
who plays golf and is in ROTC.”

The veteran coach said the
“story of this year’s team suc-
cess will be the unsung heroes.

“Everybody knows about our
state champions, but we’ve got
plenty of other kids who are
ready to make a name for them-
selves and solidify some holes
for us.

“There’s a lot of pride in the
room. These guys are ready to
continue the Bradley champi-
onship tradition.”
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in. I think this year he feels like he
will fit wherever he wants to fit. I
like that attitude. Also, Joey
Vecchione is working hard for a
spot.”

“Individually they all have good
attitudes. In losing (Joseph) Munoz
last year we lost a quality wrestler
and a good leader, so we are look-
ing for that. We’re still looking for
our leadership,” said Morris.

Morris went on to say Mustangs
fans will get to know Jur very well
before the season is over.

“He was a sophomore last year
and was a state qualifier last year.
He’s worked hard in the offseason,
and I think we will see pleasant
results with him as the season
goes. I also expect James to
improve on his third-place finish
from last year,” he said.

When it comes to freshmen, the
Mustangs have big numbers and
freshmen who are experienced as
far as middle school wrestling is
concerned to go with “some brand
new bodies” to begin the season.

“We’ve got a lot of brand new
first-year guys, which is fine,” said
Morris. “They have a lot of work to
do and the expectation is a little
more realistic for them. They know
they have to learn and if they do
what we ask them to do they are
going to keep improving and one
day they will have their opportuni-
ty.

“Sandy Morgan (113) and
Carson Huff (113) are some little
guys that we may need to call on to
come into the lineup at some point,
or maybe they will earn it.”

Somewhere between 15 and 20
of the names currently on the
Walker Valley roster are products
of various kids club wrestling.

“I think it’s (youth wrestling)
important if its done right. I think
you can put too much pressure on
the kids to be national champions
in elementary school. I was

involved in youth wrestling for
many years and I did it the way I
thought was best,” Morris stated. “I
think there were a lot of accom-
plished wrestlers to come out of the
kids programs I was a part of. I
think you can push kids really too
hard.

“Also it doesn’t equate to state
champions in high school. There
have been some very successful
kids club wrestlers that, for one
reason or another, didn’t go that
far in high school. Then I have a
kid like Joe Munoz who didn’t start
wrestling until he was an eighth-
grader. His work ethic allowed him
to make up a lot of ground quickly.
I suppose there is an exception to
everything but, as a rule, introduc-
ing young kids to wrestling should
be more fun in learning and not
worrying about winning a national
title.”

Morris said the Mustangs will be
ready when the whistle blows to
begin the season and if the
wrestlers pan out as projected, it
could be a very good year for the
Walker Valley stable of grapplers.

“I think we could have a great
year for this particular team. We
are going to have our goals and
everything is relative not knowing
what some other teams have and
also knowing what some other
teams have. We are going to be
realistic. Every year our goal is
being a Top 5 team in the state. If
we don’t get that, then we want to
be as close as we can. Last year we
felt like we left some things out
there we could have take advan-
tage of,” said Morris.

“In this area with two other top
programs, we could be the third
best team in the state and the
worst team in the county. That’s
life. We know that and we accept it
and we’ve been working hard, and
we are going to try to develop our
guys the best we can.”



From LEE SPORTS INFORMATION
After spending the past eight

years building Sewanee, or The
University of the South as it is
officially known, into a top team
in NCAA Division III, coach Bubba
Smith and his first Lee men’s bas-
ketball team have jumped into
competition against Gulf South
Conference and NCAA Division II
opponents.

The Flames traveled to King
College for scrimmages and then
entertained Piedmont College in
an exhibition Homecoming game
before opening the regular season
at the University of West Georgia
and facing Miles and Lane col-
leges.

Two key missing pieces
Rantavious Gilbert became an

instant fan favorite last season
with his shot-blocking ability and
his impressive dunks. Gilbert was
tops in all D2 with 93 blocks.
After viewing plenty of video from
last year’s games, coach Smith is
quick to admit that his first Lee
squad will find it tough to replace
Gilbert’s presence around the rim,
along with Chase Cullen’s athleti-
cism and ability to make plays.
However, he says he likes the
guys “we have brought in to
replace those needs this season.”

Top scorers returning
The Flames have three out of

their top four scorers from last
year’s team returning in Keevin

Tyus (16.3 ppg), Rico Overall (8.7
ppg), and Levi Woods (7.1 ppg),
but Smith points out that his
team will rely on the leadership of
all his seniors, including Jervon
Johnson, Bryce Copeland, Cody
Farley, and newcomer Mike
Kobani. “These guys will be the
heart and soul of our team this
season,” said the coach.

Jones is impressive newcomer
The new Lee coach was fortu-

nate enough to bring one of his
top young players with him from
Sewanee. “Cody Jones will be a
great addition to this year’s team,”
explained Smith. “He is familiar
with my expectations and can
score in multiple ways.”  The
Flames have also added senior
transfer Mike Kobani from

Appalachian State, who brings a
physical presence to the front-
court and Isaac Merian, who is
coming off a redshirt season, giv-
ing Lee depth at the wing/forward
positions.

Desire will be strong point
The coach feels the strengths in

the early going, is the desire the
players have to compete and
prove to themselves they are bet-
ter than how they finished last
season.  “We have a number of
guys who have demonstrated a
high level of energy and enthusi-
asm,” Smith stressed, “And that
attitude is contagious to the rest
of our team. At this point in the
pre-season, we have noticed our
team sharing the ball well and
playing an unselfish style of bas-

ketball.”

Effort, focus big keys 
With a new program and new

expectations, getting consistent
effort and focus daily are big keys
for the 2016-17 club. “If our guys
have a mentality of improving
each day, this team will reach its
potential and we will be happy
with the results at the end of the
season,” allowed Smith.

Individual leadership team 
Senior Keevin Tyus and junior

Levi Woods have vocal personali-
ties that lend to being good lead-
ers. “They are tough young men
who love to compete and will be
able to demand excellence out of
their teammates on the floor,” the
coach noted. “Once healthy, Bryce
Copeland (out with a broken foot)

will bring us toughness, steady
and consistent leadership, and is
a young man who leads by exam-
ple. I think we will have a group of
seniors who will lead by commit-
tee and I expect Cody Farley,
Jervon Johnson, and Mike Kobani
to play a significant role as well.

Flames should be motivated
There is no doubt that being

picked last by the coaches in the
GSC will give the Flames an edge
this season.  “We will have some-
thing to prove each time we step
on the floor this year,” Smith was
quick to point out. “More impor-
tantly than outside influences, we
believe the biggest obstacle in our
way every day is ourselves.  We
have to compete daily and battle
complacency and the feeling that
we are OK with where we are.”   

Alabama Huntsville team to beat
Coach Smith admits UAH has a

proven track record and a great
program. He also realizes that
UAH coach Lennie Acuff does a
fantastic job and has created a
great culture. “I think the coaches
got it right with UAH being picked
as the favorite to win the GSC reg-
ular season,” he said.

Quality opponents outside GSC
“We want to play quality oppo-

nents that will prepare us for the
demanding GSC slate,” explained
the new Lee leader. “Scheduling
guarantee wins with this team
would probably inflate our feel-
ings on where we are and where
we need to be. Every night in the
GSC will be demanding and will
require our best effort, so we feel
our non-conference schedule
needs to prepare us for what’s to
come.”

Team goals for all opponents 
“We will have team goals

each season and we will have
goals for every opponent we
play,” concluded Smith.
“Charting team goals, especial-
ly in the areas of effort in cate-
gories we can control, are great
indicators of a team’s improve-
ment and commitment to doing
the little things well.  Every
team should have a goal of win-
ning their conference and
securing an automatic bid to
the NCAA Tournament, but
winning daily will be our
team’s focus and we look for-
ward to that pursuit.”
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touch with the kids, where they
are at, what’s going on and hav-
ing open communication will help
us as the year goes on to under-
stand how everyone is feeling.

If all goes as he has envi-
sioned, Cretton feels the year will
be successful and the Lady
Mustangs could be fighting for a

place at the top of the District 5-
A heap when the time comes to
tip it off in postseason play.

“I think from what the media
said, we will be fighting at the
top, so hopefully we will be,” he
said. “I think if we can score, and
everybody says that, we’re going
to be all right.”

with her ability to knock down the
3,” Reuter added. “Teams have to
respect her 3-point shot, plus she
shoots better than 80 percent
from the foul line.”

Brown made 38 percent of her
long-range bombs, sinking 39
total as she netted 259 points (7.6
ppg) and pulled down 115
rebounds, while handing out 65
assists last season.

A three-year starter, senior
Kailey McRee returns at the No. 5
spot underneath.

“Kailey is an undersized post at
5-foot-10, but she’s rugged and as
tough as any I’ve coached,”
declared Reuter. “She will give up
her body for the team. She will be
going against taller girls in 70 per-
cent of our games. She can guard
girls 3-4-5 inches taller than her.
She’s the most improved player we
have this year. She’s worked hard
on finishing around the bucket.

“She’s a ‘garbage player.’ She’ll
goes after loose balls, take
charges, battles for rebounds and
gets putback points off offensive
rebounds. She has really evolved
and embraced her role on the
team. She will get some college
offers, because that’s the type of
players coaches look for.

“She’s had some trouble staying
out of foul trouble in the past, but
we’ve worked on that. She’s going
to be key for us this year,” Reuter
stated. She averaged better than
four rebounds a game and made
61 percent of her shots from the
field last year.

Sydney Morgan, another 4.0
student with a 27 on her ACT, is
also returning for her senior sea-
son.

“Whether she starts or is our
sixth man, Sydney is going to play
a lot of minutes,’ related Reuter.
“She has worked as hard anyone
in the offseason. She has chal-
lenged herself to leave no stone
unturned in her final year here.

“She plays with a lot of grit and
hustle. What she does for this
team is invaluable,” he added.
“She’s a 3-point threat that oppo-
nents will have to respect.”

The team’s final senior is
Savana Davis, who got into 16
varsity games last season.

“Savanna had an unfortunate
injury (torn ACL) while playing
AAU ball a couple of years ago that
has limited her,” the coach
explained. “She’s a very positive
person and shown great leader-
ship battling back from the kind of
injury that oftentimes ends a play-
er’s career.

“She gives it all she’s got every
day and is a team favorite. The
younger kids look up to her. She’s
not going to get the headlines, but
she is key to what being a Bearette
is.

“She’s another top student who
scored a 24 on her ACT,” stated
Reuter. “Our senior players have
above a 3.7 four-year GPA and all
scored 22 or better on their ACTs.
Our players aren’t just athletes.
We have a team GPA of 3.8.”

Along with the strong upper-

classmen, Bradley has a sopho-
more transfer who will be in the
Top 7 mix and push for a starting
spot.

Moving to town last March,
Kimia Carter, a 5-8 guard who was
the leading scorer at Kenwood, a
20-win Class AAA school in
Clarksville, is already drawing the
attention of college coaches.

According to the Leaf-Chronicle
newspaper, “Carter was one of the
district's more consistent scorers
... averaged 15.8 points, 7.8
rebounds 3.5 assists and 2.3 steal
as a freshman. She was named
All-District (10-AAA).”

“She’s a slasher who takes it to
the basket hard,” remarked
Reuter. “She handles the ball well
and can knock down 3s and free
throws. She’s a good fit to our
style of play. She’s very coachable
and getting better daily.”

Other sophomores that will
add depth to the Bearette bench
include Kaleigh Hughes, Halle’s
younger sister who got in 20
games last season, Hannah
Lombard (25 games), Anna
Roberts (19), Gracie Koger and
Kaitlin Hullender, a 6-footer who
missed most of last season due to
a fractured back.

A group of eight freshmen look-
ing to be a part of the Bearette
tradition will also begin their
careers, including a trio that
have impressive Black-and-Gold
pedigrees.

Marlee Montgomery is the
granddaughter of former

Bearette, Cleveland State and
Tennessee Lady Vol All-American
Zandra (Ownby) Morris. Amelia
Reuter is the coach’s youngest
daughter and sister of current
MTSU standout Rebecca. Chloe
Williams is the younger sister of
Olivia, a standout Bradley golfer
who just signed with Carson-
Newman University this past
week.

Others include Anna Walker, a
5-foot-11 standout on the
Bradley volleyball team this fall
who has a good shot at some
quality varsity minutes, plus
Cambree Mayo, Alexis Barnes,
Kierstyn Viola and Allison Rymer.

“We have a good group of
underclassmen that have a lot of
potential,” Coach Reuter pro-
claimed. “We’ve got enough for a
freshman team, but there aren’t
enough schools around here with
freshmen teams for us to be able
to get a schedule of ninth-grade-
only games, so they’ll play on the
JV team.”

Reuter will once again be
assisted by former Lee University
All-American Katie (Nelson)
Frazier and former Bearette and
Lady Flame Amy (Proffitt)
Tinsley.

“They are two fine Christian
role models the girls can look up
to. We are blessed beyond meas-
ure to have them working with
us,” proclaimed Reuter, who him-
self was a 6-foot-8 center for Lee
after a standout high school
career in Kentucky.

wing man.
Although just 5-foot-11,

Brown’s tremendous leaping abili-
ty sends him skying with the big
boys for rebounds and he has
been known to throw down a
breakaway dunk or alley-oop slam
from time-to-time.

“I don’t know how much of that
he’ll be able to do for a while as
he’s doing some physical therapy
on his knees,” related Clark. “He
has a competitive spirit and
doesn’t take no for an answer.

“He has shown tremendous
leadership in our summer and
preseason workouts,” the coach
added. “He’s an unbelievable
young man of character and
integrity.”

Brown averaged 8.4 points and
2.7 rebounds per game last sea-
son, sinking an amazing 49 per-
cent (18-of-37) from beyond the
arc and 59 percent (69-of-117) in
front of it. He also dropped in 80
percent (60-of-75) from the free
throw line.

He copped 33 steals, deflected
18 passes and blocked a dozen
shots last season.

Once he gets roundball ready,
Tucker will take over the point
guard duties to run the Bear
offense.

The 5-foot-10 junior shot 44
percent from the field and 74 per-
cent from the free throw line play-
ing behind Tyrell Pitner last sea-
son.

Playing in all 32 games, Tucker
averaged 3.1 ppg and 1.7 assists
per outing. He did have 21 deflec-
tions and 26 steals.

“Lameric was our sixth man
last year,” Clark stated. “He’s very
explosive and quick. He worked on
his shot over the summer and we
will depend on him to be a defen-
sive stopper.”

Playing underneath for the
Bears this season will be 6-foot
senior Trevor Cartwright.

“He has grown up a lot the last
couple of years,” the coach
remarked. “He’s showing leader-
ship skills.

“He has worked very hard in the
weight room and is a very physical
player. He can knock down the
15- to 18-foot jumper and he’ll get
a lot of garbage points for us
cleaning up offensive rebounds.”

Senior Ty Beavers is also
expected to be a key contributor
this season. The lanky 6-foot-2
swingman will play the 3-4 posi-
tions.

“He’s a 3-point threat who can
also take the ball hard to the
bucket,” related Clark. “He, like
Trevor, is playing with a lot of con-
fidence. They both realized this is
their senior season and they want
to give it all they’ve got.”

Duggan was “a role player last
year, who came on to give us good
numbers and was a huge contrib-
utor,” said the coach. “He hit some
big 3s against McMinn and in the
four-overtime game with
Cleveland.

“He plays good defense and
takes care of the ball. His role will
go up this season,” Clark summa-
rized.

The Bears will also look for con-
tributions from juniors Jared
Elrod and Damon Floyd.

“Elrod might have had the best
summer of all our guys,” Clark
said of the 6-foot-2 player who can
play the 2-3-4 slots. “He improved
his shot tremendously and his
defense improved as well.”

Floyd, who is also just coming
out of football, “is a good defender
and has been working on his ball
handling and shooting skills.”

Bradley also has some sopho-
mores who will be vying for varsity
playing time, including a pair with
a familiar last name.

“CJ Wesley and Jaylen Wesley-
Cook are half brothers, the sons of
Cameron Wesley,” Clark
explained. Wesley was a standout
player for Cleveland High before
graduating in 2001.

“Both are about 6-foot-4, 6-5,
but don’t have a whole lot of
weight on them. They are still
developing,” Clark assessed.

“They both have a lot of poten-
tial and bright futures.” 

Tyler Ferguson, a 6-foot-3 wing
player, also has a shot at helping
the varsity.

“These guys will play JV, but
we are also looking for them to
contribute for the varsity as
well,” the coach added. “We’re
hoping their enthusiasm will help
make up for their lack of varsity
experience.”

Sophomores Alex Kyle (6-foot-2)
and Jackson Walker (5-foot-10)
will also gain valuable experience
with the junior varsity squad.

The Bears also have 10 fresh-
men in the program anxious to
start their Black-and-Gold
careers.

Along with the tough district
slate, the Bears will tangle with
Maryville, Stone Memorial, Knox
Webb and Cumberland County in
home-and-home series, plus play
in a Thanksgiving Classic in
Crossville, where they are expect-
ing to face York Institute and
Tellico Plains.

After Christmas they will make
their annual trip to the Maryville
holiday event.

“Our district was really compet-
itive last year and I expect the
same this year,” proclaimed Clark,
whose Bears were predicted to fin-
ish third by both the 5-AAA coach-
es and area media.

“Cleveland has the most talent,
with Walker Valley close behind
with its ‘Big 3.’

“East Hamilton with the Dozier
kid, plus they have size and ability
and McMinn is always a physical
presence. Soddy has a guard who
will keep them in games and
Ooltewah always has tremendous
athletes,” assessed Clark.

“There are no easy games in our
district.”

“We’ve got a tough nondistrict
schedule as well as a couple of
good tournaments to play in,” he
added.

After hosting William Blount in
a Hall of Fame game earlier this
week, Bradley will entertain
Cumberland County Tuesday
evening.

Smith, Flames dive into Gulf South waters
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From LEE SPORTS INFORMATION
Coach Marty Rowe will enter

his 13th season as the man in
charge of the highly successful
Lee Lady Flames women’s basket-
ball program. Over the past 12
seasons Lee has won at least 20
games or more, and is looking to
make it a lucky 13 this season.

Only one key player from the
squad that finished the 2015-16
season with a 20-10 record was
missing when Rowe puts his team
on the floor to face St. Leo
University in Lakeland, Fla., to
officially open the 2016-17 season
with a 93-65 win. 

Last season, Christina Johnson
pulled down 290 rebounds last
year and ended her four-year
career with 691 boards, 12th on
Lee’s all-time rebounding list.

Rowe’s club warmed up for the
date with exhibition games at the
University of Memphis and home-
coming date with Bryan College.

Juniors leading the way
Three experienced juniors, All-

South Region guard Erin Walsh
(17.6 ppg), forwards Carrie
Cheeks (10.3 ppg and 6.4 rpg) and
Shelby Brown (9.2 ppg and 4.7
rpg) will lead the Lady Flames into
the new season. They will get
plenty of help several newcomers.

Newcomers will be asked

to play quality minutes
Haley Cornellison, junior

guard/forward and transfer from
Roane State CC, Maddie Long,
freshman guard from McEwen
High School, Lindsey Roddy,
freshman guard from William
Blount High School, Taylor
Boggess, freshman guard from
Meigs County High School, Nicky

Widenski, freshman forward from
Oak Creek, Wisc., and Abby
Bertram, guard from Midway High
School will be called on to move in
and earn quality playing time.

Depth will be strong point
Coach Rowe and his staff like

the quality of depth his squad has
for the upcoming Gulf South
Conference battles. “We are much
more skilled and athletic, espe-
cially at the guard spots, from last
season.” The coach added, “We’re
going to be playing several fresh-
man in key moments again, so
getting them comfortable and
adjusted to the college game will
be our biggest challenge.”

Team leaders
Rowe says his juniors have

done a great job of stepping for-
ward to be team leaders, and that

is vital with no seniors on the
2016-17 roster. “It has been great
to see our juniors take ownership
of this role and I’m looking for-
ward to see them continue to grow
as leaders on and off the court.”
The coach points out that there
are no real surprises on this unit.
“Our returnees came back ready
to go and we are excited about our
newcomers.”

A look at preseason polls
The GSC coaches picked the

Lady Flames to finish fourth in
the preseason poll, and Rowe says
the polls “don’t matter much to
me.” He has great respect for the
No. 1 choice, Union University
and all the teams in the confer-
ence. “We’ve just got to make sure
daily improvement is what moti-
vates our team.” He concluded.

Non-conference schedule
Rowe notes that the non-con-

ference slate begins with the exhi-
bition contest against at the
University of Memphis. “We have
tried to make the non-conference
schedule challenging, but fair.
With Florida Southern, Auburn
Montgomery, St. Leo and Young
Harris on the slate, we seem to
have accomplished that,” the
coach said.

No special goals
During his 12-year tenure at

Lee, Rowe has never been one to
set lofty goals. “Our goals are just
like normal. We want to get better
every day and really concentrate
on the process of daily improve-
ment. If we do that, wins and loss-
es will take care of themselves,” he
explained.

Lady Flames shooting for ‘Lucky 13’
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