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This skeTch

depicts Andrew Taylor

and his Cherokee wife

at the site of their log

cabin. It was drawn by

the late Billie Nipper for

the 150th anniversary of

the city of Cleveland in

1992. Taylor is officially

designated as Cleveland’s

first citizen, and his cabin

was where the present

Courthouse Annex on

Broad Street is located.

GrowinG up in Cleveland

Angela Roper:
“Cleveland is home. I was born

here in 1961. Went to Allen &
Stuart; Cleveland Junior and
Cleveland High; and then Cleveland
State,” noted Angela Roper. 

“Cleveland, to me, was driving
around and seeing friends … and
‘carpool karaoke’ before it was cool.
It was sitting on the porch with
family and playing badminton with
the cousins and neighbors. It was
Grubb Day and Friday night foot-

ball. It is having friends that you
don’t see all the time, but you know
they are here. 

“I left Cleveland for 20 years to
live in Atlanta. Don’t get me wrong,
I loved living in Atlanta … for about
18 years. And then the Lord started
a work in me and I asked my mom
if I could come home. And in
March 2005, I returned to
Cleveland not feeling defeated
because I hadn’t made it in Atlanta,
but knowing the choice to come
HOME to Cleveland was mine,”
Angela said.

Index

The top two photos on the cover are from postcards owned by Cleveland

Mayor Tom Rowland. They are circa 1939 and 1949. The bottom photo, taken by

Daniel Guy, is from approximately the same spot in 2017. 



“T
he virgin forest was almost
unbroken, save a few small
patches the Indians had
cleared in the richest

spots. Along its beautiful valleys a deer
might have been seen a mile or more
distant.”

This is how Col. R.M. Edwards
described the local area in his 1983 vol-
ume “Bradley County
and the Town of
Cleveland, Tennessee.”

In the early 1800,
the land now known
as Cleveland was
under the control of
the Cherokee. After a
series of treaties, the
Cherokees were forced
to remove from their
native lands within
what was known as
the Ocoee District. The land was opened
to the settlers and they began to come. 

The majority of the settlers were not
wealthy. “Most of them who were not in
good circumstances when they came
here soon became so. The land was rich
and produced fine crops, and game,
deer, wild turkey, raccoons and squir-
rels. They were industrious and frugal,
and were soon in good circumstances,”
according to A.J. Williams in his
“Confederate History.”

On Feb. 10, 1836, the Legislature cre-
ated Bradley County. The act provided
when the county seat was established, it
should be named Cleveland.

Cleveland was chosen to honor a
Revolutionary War veteran named Col.
Benjamin Cleveland, who fought at
King’s Mountain. Throughout the
Legislative Act the name was spelled
“Cleaveland,” but gradually changed to
Cleveland.

Early settlers had a choice of locations
for Cleveland. It could be at Taylor’s
Place,” owned by Andrew Taylor or land
owned by Deer-in-the-Water at what is
now Benton Pike site. Taylor’s Place was
chosen by a one-vote majority because
of the abundant water source.

In 1838, the Tennessee Legislature
authorized a group of commissioners to

survey the town, assign site numbers
and sell the lots at public auctions. The
commissioners were Levi Trewhitt,
Nicholas Spring, P.J.G. Lea, James
Berry, Robert Swan, John C. Kennedy,
John Hardwick, Robert S. Bashears and
Burrow Buckner. Alternatives were
Ezekiel Spriggs, George Real, Isaac
Brazelton and John Hammond.

Proceeds from the
sale were to pay the
state for two sections
of land upon which
the town was to be
located. They were
also to raise an addi-
tional $8,000 to build
a courthouse and jail.
If enough money was
not raised from the
sale of land to finance
the $8,000, the

Legislative Act provided for the resi-
dents to be taxed.

“The lands were placed upon sale at
prices ranging with the time it was
entered. For the first four months, the
price was $7.50 per acre; the next four
months, $5, after which it was reduced
to $2 and $1, and finally the last was
sold in 1841 for one cent an acre,”
according to Goodspeed Publishing.

A log courthouse had been built on
the Central Square in 1836, but in 1840,
Thomas Crutchfield built a brick build-
ing which served the community until
1892. Cleveland was incorporated on
Feb. 4, 1842.

The town was to be governed by a
major and six aldermen. The first elec-
tion was held Monday, April 4, 1842.
The first officers are not known, but
early mayors were G.W. Parks and W.J.
Campbell.

In 1937, the Methodists and
Cumberland Presbyterians established
churches. The Oak Grove Academy was
granted a charter.

By 1838, Cleveland reported a popula-
tion of 400 and was a popular trading
center.

The real growth in Cleveland came in
the 1850s when the railroad came to
town. 
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Historic Cleveland, Tenn.
The first newspaper was the Cleveland

Dispatch, a Whig journal, which started
two weeks prior to the Cleveland
Banner, its Democratic rival. 

The first financial institution was the
Ocoee Bank, which was chartered in
1854. With bank notes issued in its own

See HISTORIC, Page 4
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HISTORIC 

from page 3

name, the bank flourished until
1857 when the country was gripped
by the Panic of 1857. It continued to
do business until the Civil War.

As the crisis of the Union was test-
ed in 1861, both Cleveland and
Bradley County voted to remain
with the United States. However,
Tennessee cast her lot with the
Confederacy.

While there was little military
action in the area, troops were quar-
tered in churches and public build-
ings. The stress within the commu-
nity caused feeling to run high
among supporters of the two sides.
The railroad, which passed through
Cleveland, caused President
Abraham Lincoln to believe
“Cleveland or the railroad near
Cleveland, was as important as
Richmond.”

The community recovered slowly
from the Civil War. By 1866, the
population was 1,500. A decade
later, 1877, the inhabitants had
increased to 3,000. Soon thereafter,
the community was to participate in
the industrial emphasis that was
engulfing the country.

Christopher Hardwick and his two
sons, Joseph and John, established
Hardwick Stove Co. in 1879. In
1882, Hardwick launched the
Cleveland Woolen Mills Cleveland
Chair Co. was founded in 1884.

On Jan. 1, 1880, the charter of
Cleveland was repealed following a
hotly contested mayor’s race
between J.C. Tipton and former
mayor F.E. Hardwick. Tipton won
the election with 174 votes to
Hardwick’s 136. In 1882, the city
was granted a new charter after the
election of J.H. Grant as mayor.

In the federal census of 1880,
there were 1,812 people in
Cleveland. By 1900, the number had
doubled to 3,643.

Col. Edwards reported in 1890,
there were nine practicing physi-
cians, 12 attorneys, 11 general mer-
cantile establishments, 14 grocery
stores, two millinery stores, three
hardware stores, three drug stores,
one shoe store, seven licensed
saloons, two hotels and three livery
stables.

Cleveland’s first public transporta-
tion system was inaugurated in
1886. It was a mule-drawn trolley
car, which ran from the depot up
Inman Street to Cleveland National
Bank, where it turned north on
Ocoee Street and ended near the
monuments. It was later extended to
20th street.

In 1891, a local observer reported,
“Cleveland is fast putting on city
airs. We now have a streetcar line, a
telephone exchange, water works
system secured and are now to have
free mail delivery. The next step will
be electric lights. With our fine
schools, there is no a more desirable

location for a home in the South
than in Cleveland.”?Electricity was
available in Cleveland in 1895. The
telephone had been introduced in
1888.

The majority of downtown
Cleveland buildings were estab-
lished between 1880 and 1915.
There have been renovations and
changes made to exterior physical
appearance.

Cleveland’s current population is
44,271 according to U.S. Census. 

It is a fast growing community
with tree-lined streets, a Greenway,
easy access to recreational and
shopping destinations and a diverse
base of industries.

The community has approximately
150 manufacturing firms, including
13 Fortune 500 companies. 

The top employers in Cleveland
are Whirlpool Corporation,
Cleveland Division Peyton’s
Southeastern Inc., Cleveland Chair

Company, Jackson Manufacturing
Company, Schering Plough, Mars
Chocolate North America, Procter &
Gamble Co., Duracell, Advanced
Photographic Solutions, Olin
Corporation, Exel Inc, Arch
Chemicals Inc., Hardwick Clothes
Inc., Johnston Coca-Cola Bottling
Company, Rubbermaid Cleaning
Products, Renfro Corporation,
Eaton Electrical, Flowers Bakery of
Cleveland LLC, Newly Weds Foods,
Georgia Pacific Corp, Amazon,
Wacker Polysilicon North America,
Mueller Co., and Polartec Tennessee
Manufacturing.

The Cleveland Regional Jetport
offers state-of-the-art LED lighting,
a 5,503-foot-by-100-foot concrete
runway, a 70-foot wide taxiway. The
jetport is designed to meet most
corporate and G/A aircraft needs.

The public transportation system
— Cleveland Urban Area

See CLEVELAND, Page 6
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 Located behind Fireworks Supermarket
 3560 Village N. Blvd.
 McDonald, TN 37353
 www.toyotaofcleveland.com

 Sales: 423-664-9715
 Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm
 Service: 423-339-1138
 Monday-Friday 7:30am-5:30pm
 Saturday 8am-4pm

 From Your 
 Friends at 
 Toyota of 
 Cleveland

 •  Complimentary gourmet popcorn
 •  Luxury hot beverage machine:
 •  Complimentary cold beverages
 •  Complimentary WiFi
 •  Business Center
 •  Kids Fun Room
 •  Shuttle Services
 •  Complimentary therapeutic massages (Thursday mornings)
 •  Shop our Toyota Fun Shop for everything Toyota
 •  Comfortable customer lounge
 •  Dog treats for our 4-legged friends
 •  Complimentary Car wash for every customer

 •  We support of our surrounding community and 
 organizations throughout the Cleveland/Chattanooga 
 region

 •  Customer service focused with over 3,000 positive 
 reviews

 •  Toyota of Cleveland has been an area Toyota Dealership 
 for 25 years

 •  Recipients of the DealerRater Consumer Satisfaction 
 Award for the last 3 years

 •  We offer a wide variety of used cars and trucks from 
 automakers all over the world, allowing everyone to find 
 a vehicle that stands out them

 •  Each of our Sales and Service members are trained 
 technology specialist to help you with any of your vehicle 
 technology questions. I.e. Bluetooth Pairing, OnStar, 
 Navigation, and more!

 •  Easy, hassle-free buying experience
 •  Knowledgable Sales & Service Professionals
 •  As part of the Toyota family, your exceptional ownership 

 experience starts with ToyotaCare, no cost service plan with 
 24-hour roadside assistance. The ToyotaCare plan covers 
 normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, 
 whichever comes first. 24-hour roadside assistance is also 
 included for 2 years and unlimited miles.
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CoL. BENjAmIN CLEvELAND

Cleveland given its name
By ALLEN MINCEY
Staff Writer

H
e was seen as a big, impos-
ing man, a Revolutionary
War hero, a farmer, carpen-
ter and surveyor, and liked

to bet on the races. For all these
accomplishments, locally
he will be remember as
the person for whom the
city of Cleveland was
named.

Benjamin Cleveland was
born May 28, 1738, and
died 68 years later. He
rose through the ranks to
become a colonel in the
North Carolina militia,
and was well known for
his connection to the
American victory at the
Battle of Kings Mountain.

He eventually lived in
Wilkes County, N.C., where
he had a farm named “Roundabout,”
and his size — over 6-feet tall and well
over 300 pounds — led to his nick-
name of “Old Roundabout.” He also
carried the nickname of “The Terror of
the Tories.”

He never lived in Cleveland nor

Bradley County, and there are no
records of him ever  being in this area.
However, as was apt to happen at
other cities, his name being so well
remembered — as with other war
heroes — led to local leaders naming
the city after him, just shy of his 1806
death.

Cleveland was reported-
ly elected to the North
Carolina House of
Commons following the
war in 1778, and to the
North Carolina Senate the
following year.

In later years, he and his
family moved to South
Carolina, where he died in
Oconee County.
An obelisk monument to
him stands on private
property just north of U.S.

Route 123. He was buried
about one mile away, in a
private cemetery.

Not only is Tennessee’s Cleveland
named after Benjamin Cleveland, but
so is Cleveland County, North
Carolina.

A monument was dedicated to the 

Banner photo, DANIEL GUY

COL. BENJAMIN CLEVELAND, for whom the city of

Cleveland is named, is immortalized in a monument at the First

Street Square park. The statue was placed  April of 2013 by the Col.

Benjamin Cleveland Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution.See NAME, Page 10

Col. Cleveland
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 Rick Payne at 
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 *All transactions are 
 confidential

 Happy Birthday 
 Cleveland!

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services
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Wishing you 
a very Happy 175th 
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blessings on a very 

special year!

CLEVELAND

from page 4

Transit System (CUATS) — has a
central depot at 165 Edwards St. in
downtown Cleveland. CUATS is
operated by the Southeast
Tennessee Human Resource Agency
and offers public bus service
throughout the city of Cleveland and
select parts of Bradley County out-
side city limits.

CUATS offers both a transit serv-
ice, with fixed routes operating on a
regular schedule, and a paratransit
service, with on-demand rides for
certain populations.

The transit service is available
Monday through Friday between 6
a.m. and 7 p.m. All routes begin at
the Edwards Street depot at the top
of the hour and return to the depot
at the top of the next.

All of the routes originate at the
depot, and that is also the main
place where people can transfer bus
lines. Transfers can also be made at
locations where multiple bus lines
meet, such as the Bradley Square
Mall and the Walmart on Treasury
Drive.

A one-way full fare with transfer
costs $1. Discounts are available for
the disabled and those 65 and older;

they pay 50 cents. Students, with
valid ID, pay 75 cents. Children ages
4 and under are free with an adult.

The medical needs of the commu-
nity are met by Tennova Healthcare
— Cleveland, which offers a far
range of health care services on two
campuses, including a 7,000-
square-foot, 24-hour emergency
care unit, as well as a 351-bed acute
care facility.

There are also a variety of walk-in
clinics available. There are an esti-
mated 200 doctors and 45 dentists
in the county.

The community has the Museum
Center at Five Point, which show-
cases the history of the Ocoee
region, in particular, Cleveland.

There are approximately 200
Protestant churches and one
Catholic Church in Bradley County. 

The area also has a two-mile walk-
ing trail that extends from Willow
Street to Tinsley Park with an addi-
tional section complete behind
Home Depot.

The area has eight city-owned and
maintained parks, including a hand-
icapped-accessible park and nature
park; three golf courses; public and
private swimming pools, country
club, and two multiple-theater cen-
ters.

Cleveland Urban Area Transit System operates out of the old train

depot at 165 Edwards St. in downtown Cleveland. 

Cleveland Trivia:

The first radio broadcast of the
presentation of a Purple Heart
involved a Bradley County man,
according to the Great Lakes
Bulletin — Marine Sgt. Jack
Gentry, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Gentry of Cleveland.
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 2415 Georgetown Road, NW, Cleveland, TN
 Call Us Today (423) 473-2620  o r Visit

 www.companionfunerals.com

 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
 Celebrating 150 years in the same year

 Cleveland is celebrating their 175th Anniversary.
 It is a pleasure to be a part of

 this city and its people.
 ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 320 BROAD STREET NW • 476-5541

Banner photo, BRIAN GRAVES

This is The siTe of Andrew Taylor’s

spring around which the city of Cleveland

was formed.

Courtesy of Allen Jones Foundation

Will Jones, right views the historic spring owned by Andrew

Taylor.  This photo was taken prior to the demolition of the Jim

Webb office building.

TThehe SSpringpring

By BRIAN GRAVES
Staff Writer

I
n biblical terms, the sign of flow-
ing water is the sign of life.
Science has acknowledged that

without water, there is no life.
History now shows it was indeed

flowing water that helped to bring
life to the city of Cleveland.

When Andrew Taylor came
through this area in the early 1800s,
he claimed 160 acres of land, and
the southwestern corner was next to
Little Mouse Creek.

There was a spring on the proper-
ty, and it was there Taylor built a log
house just north of the spring.

According to Michael T. Slaughter,
who researched Taylor’s life for the
Allan Jones Foundation, one of
Taylor’s guiding principals in choos-
ing a site was access to water.

“Andrew Taylor chose to build his
home and trading post in a site that
was elevated,” Slaughter wrote. “The

first reason was the possibility
of flooding from the creek. If
he was not familiar with the
site, he wouldn’t know where
flooding could occur, so he
chose high ground.”

Slaughter discovered the
distance from Taylor’s home

to the spring was only 700
feet, and the difference in ele-
vation was only about 30 feet,
making it a short walk to get
water.

From that site, the city of
Cleveland was born and

Major factor in choosing

site for Cleveland was

water source

See SPRING, Page 9



SPRING
from page 8

became the county seat of Bradley
County.

Part of those springs became visible in
2015 when two buildings were demol-
ished which had been covering the
waters.

The uncovering of the spring was made
possible by the donation of a building
owned by Jim Webb, plus the city’s pur-
chase of an adjacent building.

“I remember the first day Jim Webb
took me down to show me where the
spring was,” Jones recalled. “I was
amazed the see the center of Cleveland –
the spring that caused Cleveland to
become Cleveland – hidden away in a
basement and long forgotten.

After that discovery, plans began to
move forward to erect a park at the site.
The green space will encompass the histo-
ry of the site as well as being a place for
people to enjoy as they visit downtown.

Taylor Creek Park is now on the draw-
ing boards, and construction is anticipat-
ed to begin in conjunction with
Cleveland’s 175th Anniversary celebra-
tion.

And, the water continues to flow. 
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 Congratulations Cleveland on your 
 175th Anniversary! We are proud to be 

 a part of this wonderful community.

 3010 McReynolds 
 Avenue

 473-RLAX  (7529)

 Cleveland 
 Therapeutic

 Massage Clinic
 Happy 

 Birthday 
 Cleveland

Courtesy of Allen Jones Foundation

The dark lines outline Andrew Taylor’s

approximate 160-acre claim, his house and the spring.
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 Call  Bruce Bradford
 2620 APD 40  |  Cleveland, TN 37323

 (423) 479.8553
 Fixed Home Loans • Lot Loans • Home Construction

 Farm • Home Equity • Real Estate

 NMLS #772548

 As a proud member of this community, we 
 stand with you to help make this the 
 strong and wonderful city it is.

NAME

from page 6

memory of the colonel in 2013. It is
located  in First Street Square,
between First Street N.E. and Inman
Street. The Col. Benjamin Cleveland
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution had the monument built
for the city.

At the dedication of the monument,
and before its unveiling, retired Judge
Van Deacon gave this introduction by
way of a resolution he read before the
unveiling.

“Whereas, the City of Cleveland,
Tennessee is named after Colonel
Benjamin  Cleveland; and whereas,
Col. Benjamin  Cleveland was born in
Virginia in 1738 and lived  at the
Roundabout in Wilkes County, N.C.,
during the Revolutionary War,  and
commanded the Wilkes County militia
at the Battle of Kings Mountain  on
Oct. 7, 1780, with the Patriot victory

there being considered the 
“And whereas, the town of

Cleveland, formally known as Taylor’s
Place, was named in honor of Col.
Benjamin  Cleveland on Jan. 20, 1838,
by the Tennessee State Legislature ...”

“And whereas, the Col. Benjamin
Cleveland Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution was named for
Col. Cleveland, and was formally char-
tered and installed on Dec. 5, 2003 ...”
“And whereas, in late 2007, the Col.
Benjamin  Cleveland Chapter voted to
pursue the creation of a statue to
honor the name-giver of the City of
Cleveland, Tennessee, as no other
suitable memorial exists ...” Deacon
noted.

The monument, created by local
sculptor Josh Coleman, was then
unveiled.

Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland, at
the dedication, said the monument
will serve as a focal point of downtown
Cleveland.Brenda Stepp: 

“I was born in 1947, in an apartment over Five Points Bargain store,”
noted Brenda Stepp. “We moved to 9th Street, where I attended
Blythe Avenue School. I played on that playground for much of my
youth. My grandmother lived on Chippewah and even when we moved
I was there on most weekends, so I could walk to the Princess Theatre. 

“We could ride our bikes or walk all around the ‘old field’ without
anyone bothering us. Such a great time growing up,” she said.

“We had a party line phone, streetlights, and bought coal at a place
across the street. Our bathroom was on the back porch and it was for
the whole apartment building. Sounds like rough times, but as a kid I
didn’t know I had it rough. I had everything I needed,” she said.

GrowinG up in Cleveland

From the Banner Archives

The Cleveland CaskeT Co. operated in Cleveland beginning just

before 1900.  A government contract during World War II meant the company

was the largest wooden casketmaker in the South.  When  metal casket popularity

increased, they modernized and began making the metal caskets.  After studying

the market, J.M. Johnston Jr., president ,decided to liquidate the company in 1965.



By WILLIAM WRIGHT
Staff Writer

W
hen the city of
Cleveland was incorpo-
rated 175 years ago, on
Feb. 4, 1842, less than

500 people reportedly lived here.
Today, the total population exceeds
41,000 with more than 34,000
whites, more than 3,000 African-
Americans, more than 3,000
Hispanics and nearly 2,000 individ-
uals of other races.

According to 90-year-old Helen
Miller, one of the biggest changes
she has seen in Cleveland in her life-
time is growth.

“I remember when all the area
back to the west was nothing but
woods — just woods,” she recalled.
“There was no business in the north
end of town. Everything was cen-
tered right around Broad and
Inman Street. All of the businesses
were centered around the court-
house — Belk, Miller Brothers,
JCPenney, Woolworths. Where the
new building is at Lee University,
Woolworths was right on that cor-
ner.”

Miller, who will turn 91 on Oct. 7,
said, “I’m very happy with what I’ve
seen in Cleveland, because I have
seen the growth. I sit here and
remember that I thought Cleveland

would never come to this.”
One of the biggest differences in
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GrowinG up in Cleveland

Helen Miller: Biggest change is the growth

Helen Miller

See MILLER, Page 12
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 Bobby and Angie Ledford,  Owners
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 2091 Waterlevel Hwy. SE • Cleveland

 cccbody@aol.com
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 The History Of Cleveland
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 Bake Shop are proud to be a part 
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 baked goods.

MILLER

from page 11

Cleveland that Miller took note of
was how people of all races inter-
acted and treated one another —
including the children. She
recalled, “Where I grew up, every-
body knew everybody. We were
taught to respect everybody,
regardless of race, creed or color.
Everybody — black and white —
knew each other and everyone was
treated cordially. Our parents
taught us that everybody is some-
body. 

“You treat people with respect
and you get respect! That’s just the
way it was. We children were not
allowed to call a person by their
first name. If your name was ‘Jim,’
you might have been called Mister
Jim, Uncle Jim or something, but
you weren’t called just ‘Jim.’ You
were a sir or a mister. It was a mat-
ter of respect. I think that’s the
reason why everyone got along. I
found that this still works today. If
you’re nice to people, they’ll be
nice to you. Treat people with
respect! Also, respect people’s
opinions. Everyone has an opinion.
You may not like my opinion and I
may not like yours, but we should
respect each other’s views and be
agreeable to coming to a conclu-
sion.”

As a teacher and the Cleveland

school system’s only black princi-
pal, Miller said when she was at
school, she used to stand in her
door and make sure that every
child that came through the door
had already eaten, or was provided
something to eat. 

“Every child has a right to learn,
and it’s hard to learn if you come
to school hungry,” she said. “I have
been to Stewart (Elementary)
school many mornings and gone to
the cafeteria and asked for food or
juice for a child. I’d also speak to
each one, saying, ‘Good Morning,
how are you today?’ We should
speak to the children. Also, all chil-
dren don’t learn alike, but give
them a chance.”

Born and raised in Charleston,
Miller said she has been in and out
of Cleveland all of her life. She and
her family actually moved to
Cleveland in 1972. After having
worked in the school system for 35
years, seeing changes in integra-
tion, education and Cleveland’s
population, Miller said she is
proud of her heritage and the town
she loves.

As she looks forward to one day
becoming a centenarian, one of
Cleveland’s most popular senior
citizens insist “I’m not through yet!
I have the determination. God’s not
through with me yet. He’s got more
work for me to do. There’s more to
see and more to do.”

On July 22,

1867, the first

Episcopal service was

held as St. Alban’s

Mission in Cleveland.

St. Luke’s held a special

observance to mark its

150th year on Oct. 22.

The building is the sec-

ond oldest church in

downtown Cleveland.

The cornerstone of the

church was set on Oct.

2, 1972. The building

was consecrated on the

third anniversary of

Nina Craigmiles’ death,

Oct. 18, 1874. John

Craigmiles, Nina father,

built the church building

as a “memorial” to his

only child. 
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 Congratulations 
 Cleveland

 On Your 175 Year Anniversary

 Paul Grayson 
 Smith, Jr.,  D.O., P.C.

 2121 N. Ocoee Street Suite 101
 Cleveland, TN 37311

 Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM

 • Family Medicine 
 (Board Certified)

 • Adult & Pediatric Medicine
 • Walk-Ins Welcome

 423-472-6548

 Paul Grayson 
 Smith,  III, D.O.

Postcard courtesy of

Cleveland Mayor Tom

Rowland

The 

original

Cleveland

Public Library

is now the

History

Branch.

Researching the ‘Old 

Days’ of Cleveland
By Margo Still
History Branch Director

S
tep back in time to a place
where history lives. It is the
History Branch of the

Cleveland Bradley County Public
Library, and it is a public treasure.

Located at 833 N. Ocoee St., the
Italianate house was built in 1866
by successful merchant Pleasant
Craigmiles for his wife, Caroline
Vance. It passed through several
owners until being donated to the
city for use as a library in 1923 by
the Johnston family in memory of
Sarah Tucker Johnston. It has been
in use as a library since that time.

Today, the oldest records in
Bradley County are archived in the
care of the History Branch, where
they are available to the public for
personal, academic or legal
research.

Included are:
• Official records including maps,

marriage records, funeral home
records, birth certificates, deeds,
wills and court records;

• Microfilms of newspapers dat-
ing all the way back to 1854. These

provide valuable insights into the
lives of citizens in the area. The
stories and advertisements show
what people were wearing, what
they ate, how they furnished homes
and what they did for fun — popu-
lar forms of entertainment and
social activities of the day.
Newspaper obituaries are valuable
resources for family and genealogic
research;

• Yearbooks for grammar, mid-
dle and high schools go back into
the 1920s, including some, of
course, for schools no longer in
existence, Cleveland Day School,
for example. 

Advertisements found in the back
of the annuals also provide a snap-
shot of life in Cleveland;

• Old photographs spanning
Bradley County’s history; and,

• Published histories on the
shelves include “Bradley
County” (Lillard, 1980), “Cleveland
the Beautiful” (Snell, 1986), “The
Heritage of Bradley County 1836-
1998,” “History of Bradley
County” (Lillard, ed. 1976), and “A
History of Bradley
County” (Wooten, 1949). 
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 CLEVELAND
 PLYWOOD CO.
 “SERVING CLEVELAND SINCE 1968”

 FREE DELIVERY
 BUILDING SUPPLIES

 HOURS: 7 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. M-F

 2700 20TH N.E. • CLEVELAND

 • SHEETROCK
 • DOORS

 • MOULDING
 • CEILING TILE

 • ROOFING
 • SIDING

 472-3357

 • WINDOWS
 • INSULATION

 • LUMBER
 • POWER TOOLS

 • HARDWARE
 • PAINTS

 Physician Services Drug & Alcohol Testing, Inc.
 Come by our offices at 2650 Executive Park, 

 Suite 5 in Cleveland 
 (3rd building on the right - behind the 

 Mountain View Inn, formerly the Holiday Inn)
 Phone 423-479-9679

 Open 9a5p Monday through Friday

 We are proud to be a part of a city with such a rich 
 heritage and bright ever expanding future. We 

 hope that we also will celebrate 175 years.

 Happy 
 Birthday 

 Cleveland!

 •  We Do 
 Any Labs

 •  We Do 
 DNA 
 Testing

From the Banner Archives

THE LEADING CLEVELAND citizens of 1900 included, from left, John Goodner, Joseph R. Taylor, Thomas L.

Cate, C.L. Hardwick St. and Asa N. Pendergrass. Standing are James L. Pierce, Frank T. Hardwick, James Kelly, Edd Burgess,

Richard Thomas, R.M. Edwards and

James R. Harle.

GrowinG up in

Cleveland

Clara Walker

“I could write a book about grow-
ing up in Cleveland. In fact, I did …
for my sons, Tommy and B.J.,”
noted Clara Walker.

“I grew up in the 1940s and
1950s. Went to Allen School and old
Bradley Central. Lived on 4th St.
S.E.; the old home place is still
there. We had a simpler, happy
time. We would sit on our front
porch and the neighbors would stop
and talk on their way to Wallace
Rymer’s store. 

“We walked everywhere; to town
and the old Princess Theatre,” Clara
said.

“My parents were C.W. “Shorty”
and Jane Snyder. He retired from
REA Railroad Express. Sisters and
brothers are Sue, Nellie and Bud
Snyder; Kathy, Betty and Jack
Gentry. Lifetime friends, even
today, are Patsy Ratcliff Coe,
Maxine Hillard Kimsey, Janis Curtis
Allen and Frances McBrien
Chadwick. 

“Met my husband, Charles, at a

get-acquainted square dance at
Bradley in 1953. My grandkids are
Trent, Tyler, Madelyn, Eryn Walker
and Morgan (Chandler) Burke,” she
said. 

“A blessed life because of my
belief,” Clara said.



By GWEN SWIGER
Associate Editor

“I’m 81 years. I have lived in
Cleveland and Bradley County my
whole life,” said Eddie Cartwright.
“It’s a great place to not only live, but
to work, play and raise your family.

“It has been very good to me and
my family,” he said.

Sharing some of his childhood
memories, Cartwright noted
Cleveland “was a sleepy little town
where everyone knew everybody.”

“Downtown Cleveland was really a
thriving place on Saturday. It was OK
the rest of the week, but on Saturday
everyone went to town. I left home

about 9 o’clock on Saturday morning
with a glass jug and enough money to
buy a gallon of buttermilk for my
mother and enough money to buy me
something,” he said. 

“I was Church of God and was not
allowed to go to the movies. But I
would slip and go anyway knowing I
would get a whipping when I got
home,” Cartwright said. 

“Downtown was not much different
from other small towns. The people
knew the merchants and the mer-
chants knew the people,” he said.
“My mother liked to go window shop-
ping. We would buy shoes at Apler’s
Shoe Store. Most of the kids would
buy Buster Browns, if they could

afford them. My parents could afford
them about every two years. 

“The courthouse square was a real
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 Jeff Sneed
 Store Manager

 Email: jeff_glaze61@yahoo.com

 361 Broad Street SW
 Cleveland, TN 37311

 Glaze Supply Company Inc.
 Providing solutions for the south since 1957.

 Phone (423) 479-9788
 Cell (423) 595-2807
 (423) 479-9787 fax

 Electrical Supply

 2900 Westside Drive, NW
  Cleveland, TN 37312

 423-614-5424
 www.MorningsideOfCleveland.com

 A  S S I S T E D    L  I V I N G
Eddie Cartwright

Eddie Cartwright — Memories of Cleveland

GrowinG up in Cleveland

See CARTWRIGHT, Page 17
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423.899.0431 • ChattanoogaAllergyClinic.com

Cleveland · Dalton · Downtown · Erlanger Wellness Center

Ft. Oglethorpe · Hixson · Kimball · Lee Hwy 

• Asthma

• Anaphylaxis

• Respiratory Allergy

• Hay Fever

• Sinus Disease

• Latex Allergy

• Food Allergy

• Eczema and Hives

• Immunologic Disease

• Insect Sting Allergy

State-of-the-art testing, treatment and education for adults and children with:

BACK ROW: Shandra Burnett, FNP; Christy Kensey, FNP; Brittany Hamby, FNP; Linda Melton, FNP; Donna Bearden, FNP; Shannon Hayes, FNP; Honor Hightshue, FNP 

FRONT ROW: Hyman Kaplan, MD; Lee Perry, MD; Marc Cromie, MD; Todd Levin, MD; Jennifer Patel, MD

THE BEST ALLERGY & ASTHMA CARE 
FOR THE BEST PATIENTS

SIMPLY THE

BEST!

The Brooks Family salutes Cleveland's 175th
Paid for by Friends of Kevin Brooks, Kim Brooks Treasurer



CARTWRIGHT

from page 15

important place,” he said.
Among his memories of the

square were the knife swappers.
While the wives were doing the
shopping, the men would talk, whit-
tle and swap knives.

“I can remember stopping at the
bandstand on the courthouse square
to watch the snake handlers,” he
said. 

At Christmas time, trucks with
greenery, homemade wreaths and
more would be found on Ocoee
Street.

“As a kid when I saw the trucks, I
knew it was almost time for
Christmas,” he said.

“As a little guy, I remember
World War II. My dad was the air
raid warden for the 1200 block of
Magnolia Avenue. When the siren
sounded, a guy would go around the
block to be sure the lights were out.
It was a drill. We were afraid the
Japanese were going to bomb us.
They had bombed Pearl Harbor,”
Cartwright remembered.

He said people had to walk or bike
everywhere because of the war
effort. “I remember my dad riding a
bicycle to his Shell Service Station at
3 Point.”

The war ended when Cartwright
was about 10. 

“I remember riding through town
in the back of a pickup truck at the
end of World War II banging on a
plowshare,” he said. 

His grandmother had started the
tradition of banging on the plow-
share in 1918 at the end of World
War I. “Someone in our family has
banged that plowshare every Nov. 11
since then. I have been invited once
again to do it on Veterans Day,”
Cartwright noted.

“My Dad, T.O. Cartwright, was in
politics. He was the Republican
committeeman for the Mayfield
School District. He also served on
the city school board. I got a liberal

dose of politics from the age 6 on,”
he said. “I loved it.”

“I remember living on Magnolia
Avenue in the summer time. The
windows would be open and at 9
o’clock a siren would go off. We had
a 9 o’clock curfew. And the kids had
to be off the streets by 9 o’clock. If
you were not, the police would want
to know why not,” Cartwright noted. 

“I remember laying in bed at night
and hearing the town clock strike at
the courthouse. I knew what time it
was.”

Cleveland “had a door shaker. We
had a policeman whose job at night
was to go around and shake the
doors to make sure no one had for-
gotten to lock their doors,” he said.

Cartwright went to Mayfield
schools for grades one through 5.

“It was a good school, with good
teachers and Bill Naper was the
principal.

“I was an average student, but I
loved to play sports. The reason I
left Mayfield in the fifth grade was
Woodrow Wilson, the coach at
Allen, came to see my folks and
asked them if I could go to Allen. 

“I was a fifth-grader and I was
recruited to play softball and bas-
ketball,” he said with a chuckle.

“The big deal was Bradley High
School,” he said. “Everyone pulled
together and had a great time. … It
was a great time to grow up in the
high school. “

Cartwright played basketball,
under Tip Smith, and baseball,
under Bill Walker. He said C.L. Kile
Sr. was the girls’ basketball coach
and Bill Frank Smith was the foot-
ball coach.

“I married my elementary sweet-
heart, Milteen. We started liking
each other in the seventh and eighth
grade. We dated through high
school and married at the end of my
sophomore year in college,” he said.

“I married a real Bradley cheer-
leader and she still is 61 years later,”
Cartwright said.

In college he studied education,

but found out it did not pay much.
He served as a coach at Charleston
School. He also had a clothing busi-
ness in the Village Shopping Center. 

“In 1966, I was hired by the city as
director of Public Works. I was in
charge of streets and sanitation,” he
said. In 1974, he ran for Public
Works commissioner. He served two
terms. 
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 Happy 175th 
 Cleveland!

 We look forward to the 
 future of our hometown.

See CARTWRIGHTS, Page 38
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 1415 Upper 
 River Road

 Charleston, TN 
 336-2260

 Keith Watson, Pastor

 Sunday School  - 10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service  - 11:00 a.m.

 Sunday Evening Service  - 6:00 p.m.
 Wed. Evening Service  - 7:00 p.m.

 Wed. Evening Youth/
 Children’s Service  - 6:45 p.m.

 www.councilbaptist.org

 Happy 175th
 Birthday
 Cleveland

 CONLEY ELECTRIC INC.
 654 S. Ocoee St.

 472-7712
 Nights, Sundays & Holidays

 472-7312
 “When Quality & Craftsmanship are Important”

 “No Job Too Large...No Job Too Small”

 • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL
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TOM Rowland,

right, shares a

collection of old

postcards with

City Councilman

Charlie McKenzie

about destination

points in

Cleveland and

Southeast

Tennessee.

Rowland’s post-

card collection

came from his

late brother-in-

law, Jeff Bentley,

who had com-

piled the collec-

tion throughout

his lifetime.

Postcards

of Cleveland

By LARRY C. BOWERS
Staff Writer

P
ictorial memories of
Cleveland’s past, calling
attention to featured desti-
nation venues in the com-

munity over the years, is a valued
collection of Mayor Tom Rowland.

This keepsake compilation
includes several old postcards of
attractions from oldtime Cleveland,
and Southeast Tennessee, from the
days when postcards were a must-
buy items for travelers. The post-
cards were sent to family and
friends back home, serving much
the same purpose as today’s e-mails
or tweets which proclaim (with
maybe a little sarcasm) “Wish you
were here!”

The postcards were presented to
Rowland by his late brother-in-law,

Jeff Bentley, before his death six
years ago following a brave battle
with cancer.

Rowland said his brother-in-law
wanted him to share the collection
with friends, acquaintances, and
others who love the city of
Cleveland.

Bentley, the former pastor of West
Cleveland Baptist Church, left

Mayor Tom Rowland has 

a collection of old postcards

of attractions and places 

in Cleveland

See POSTCARDS, Page 19
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 YOU
 are the 
 reason 
 Jenkins
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Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

This old posTcard offers a view of the Hardwick Woolen Mill in

downtown Cleveland.

Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

This posTcard shows the tree-lined North Ocoee Street before it was

paved.

POSTCARDS

from page 18

behind his wife, Tammy, and daugh-
ters, Caitlin and Courtney. Tammy
now lives in Orlando, Fla., while the
girls still reside in Cleveland.

Rowland said the family can have
the old postcards back if they would
like them. In the meantime, he is
sharing them, as Bentley wished.

The longtime mayor added that
Bentley was a “collector extraordi-
naire.” He not only purchased old

postcards he found which were
related to Cleveland and Southeast
Tennessee, he also collected Civil
War, railroad and Coca-Cola memo-
rabilia.  “It was a lifelong hobby,”
said Rowland.

“Jeff was infatuated with the Old
Cherokee Hotel, old structures in
and around Cleveland, and the gen-
eral history of this area,” said
Rowland. “He would purchase any-

thing he found on eBay or the inter-
net in regards to Cleveland.”

“I can’t tell you all the places he
found the old postcards, but a
majority came from the internet,”
Rowland said.

He went on to add, “I want to let
other people enjoy them and share
them. I’ve already shared them with

See STREET VIEWS, Page 20
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Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

This is The presenT Bradley County Courthouse, shortly after it was

built.  At right is the Fillauer Park and Swimming Pool, which was popular hang-

out in the mid 20th century.

STREET VIEWS

from page 19

a number of friends.”
The old postcards quickly bring

back many memories for people
who grew up in Cleveland, or have

lived in the region a number of
years.

They include several different
postcards showing the old Cherokee
Hotel, as well as different views of

See MEMORIES, Page 22
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 Serving Cleveland & Bradley County for over 25 years!

 3529 APD 40 SW (HWY 64 BYPASS)
 CLEVELAND • 423-559-1958

 www.homesteadsuperstore.com

 HOMESTEAD
 Lawn & Tractor Co.
 Your Hometown Superstore
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 2815 Westside Drive, NW 
 Cleveland,  TN 37312

 (423) 664-2501
 www.marriott.com/chacl

 4355 Frontage Road
 Cleveland, Tennessee 37312

 423-458-1222
 www.cleveland.hamptoninn.com

 Happy Anniversary 
 Cleveland

 Celebrating 175 Years
 Proud To Be A Part Of The

 Cleveland Community.

 Cleveland, Tennessee
 Behind Village  Green
 (423) 476-4600

 www.buyherepayhereusa.biz

MEMORIES

from page 20

the three Holiday Inns  located in
Cleveland at one time or another.

Just the mention of many of these
old destination points brings back
memories.

Some of the postcards are of old-
time Cleveland landmarks, includ-
ing Fillauer Park and Swimming
Pool, Town and Country
Restaurant, the early First Baptist
Church, old and new Bradley
County Courthouse photographs,
the old Cleveland Post Office (now
the Courthouse Annex), Broad
Street Methodist Church, and
Hardwick Clothes’ manufacturing
plant.

They also include the Old Woolen
Mill, Centenary Female College, the
old City Cemetery, Bob Jones
College, early views of Lee College,
Bachman Memorial Children’s

Home, Craigmiles Opera House, the
Craigmiles Home (now the History
Branch of the Cleveland Public
Library), the Cleveland Tourist
Motel on North Ocoee, statues at
the separation of Ocoee and Broad
streets, and early views up and
down North Ocoee Street (some
before the roadway was paved).

Postcards of regional points of
interest include Chattanooga’s
Incline Railway, Lookout Mountain,
the flume line on the Ocoee River,
Copperhill’s Copper Mines, the L&N
loop railway near the Hiwassee, and
a number of destinations related to
the Civil War and individuals from
that national conflict in the
Southeast Tennessee/Northwest
Georgia area.  

Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

These are views of Cleveland’s old Bob Jones College campus. The

college occupied the site of the Centenary Female College. Lee University is

now located on the site.

Reuse the News
Recycle this newspaper
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Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

The TOWn & COUnTRY Restaurant was located on U.S. 11 and 64 —

Inman at Church streets. One of the things the postcard mentions about the

restuarant was  it was air conditioned.  The photo top right is of Bachman

Memorial Home for Children, which moved to Cleveland in 1950.

Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

Cleveland had three Holiday Inns. This one was on Keith Street. It

was located were the CVS Pharmacy now stands.

Postcards of cleveland
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 “Continuing The Tradition” SINCE
 1976

 Ellen Wiberley  Armen Epperson

 Handcrafters of Fine Jewelry
 6190 Georgetown Road NW

 Mon.-Fri. 9 to 5

 479-2847
 www.eppersonsjewelers.com

 2700 Westside Drive, Suite 301
 Cleveland, Tennessee  479-3600

 Dr. Gary Voytik
 Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon
 Credentialed ImPACT Consultant  Voytik.com

 We Congratulate you, 
 Cleveland, on 175 years!

 TREATING YOUR FAMILY, 
 YOUR ATHLETES, YOUR 

 CONCUSSIONS

Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

an early Cleveland landmark was Centenary Female College. It

was located on the site now occupied by Lee University. Centenary opened

Sept. 16.,885. It closed its doors in December 1929.

Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

this was a well-managed Cleveland City Cemetery in the early 1900s.

Postcards courtesy of Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

First Baptist ChurCh is shown in its early years downtown. It was

organized in 1857 by the Rev. Noah Cate. The new sanctuary of the church was

erected in 1918. In 1967, a tall spire was added to the building.  The church

moved its sactuary to a tract on Stuart Road in 2010.
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Since 1923

dist inct ive furnishings

Just Across from Bradley County Courthouse 

Life Care Centers of America is proud to call the City with 
Spirit home. It is a privilege to work alongside our Cleveland 

neighbors as we serve this great community.
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LCCA.com

of Spirit175
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 Congressman 
 Scott DesJarlais

 It is an honor and privilege to represent 
 Bradley County in Congress.

 Congratulations to the city of Cleveland 
 on its 175th Anniversary!

From City of Cleveland website

The 2017 Cleveland CiTy CounCil is composed of, from left

seated, Avery L. Johnson, vice mayor; Mayor Tom Rowland; back, Charlie

McKenzie; Bill Estes;  Tom Cassada; David May; Dale Hughes; and Richard Banks.

The city of Cleveland has a council/manager form of government. The city man-

ager is Joe Fivas. 

In February 2012, the Cleveland City Council settled on a nickname
for Cleveland.

More than 1,8000 suggestions from the community had been sub-
mitted.  It was decided “The City With Spirit” was the appropriate
nickname.

Melissa Woody, who chaired the selection committee, noted ‘“The
City With Spirit’ reflected local culture and means several different
things. 

“We have wonderful work spirit. We have a welcoming spirit. We
have a godly spirit. There are many different things that can repre-
sent,” she said.

‘The City With Spirit’

GrowinG up in Cleveland

John G. Lee:
John G. Lee said he grew up on

South Ocoee Street, on Cleveland’s
southside, in the 1950s. 

“In the summer, your daily rou-
tine was to go house to house to
gather up your friends and go to
Templeton Hill school’s ballfield.
We would play baseball all day
with one bat and one ball, and a
few gloves. For lunch you would go
to the nearby, one-room grocery
store for a bologna sandwich and a
Dr Pepper or Orange Crush and a
Moon Pie for dessert. After lunch,
back to playing baseball. If you hit
the ball in the nearby creek, you
had to wade in and get it; remem-
ber we only had one baseball,” he
said. 

“Hardly anyone owned a car, so
you walked, ran or rode $5 bicycles
with no fenders. A small piece of
cardboard, held on with a wooden

clothespin, was put in the rear
wheel’s spokes to make bicycles
sound loud and mean,” John said. 

“You could have your groceries
delivered to your home. Ice was
delivered to your house for the ice
box — no refrigerators at that time. 

“On Saturdays, if you had the
money, you went to the movie the-
ater that cost 14 cents for admis-
sion. Around 6 p.m. on Saturday,
you cut across Fort Hill Cemetery
and went to ballgames or wrestling
on the Ball Park Curve on South
Lee Highway. 

“On Sunday you went to church
at either Calvary Baptist or South
Cleveland Church of God. Most of
us lived in rented houses with no
air conditioning or heat units. We
opened windows in the summer
and had wood-burning fireplaces
to use in the winter,” he said.

“What a wonderful life we had as
kids in the ‘50s on South Ocoee
Street,” John said.

Cleveland Trivia During the 1940s, an ordinance
was passed making it unlawful to
keep a cow within the city limits of
Cleveland.

In 1943, the Cleveland Public
Library had 11,333 books.
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 SKIN CANCER
 &

 COSMETIC
 DERMATOLOGY CENTER

 2253 Chambliss Ave. NW
 Suite 300

 423-472-3332
 Bradley Professional Building

 Cleveland, TN

 Accepting New Patients
 and Most Insurances

 923 StarVue Drive • 476-9434

 HAPPY 175TH
 ANNIVERSARY!

 Left To Right: Kelly Guffey, Joe Guffey, Tim Golden, 
 Perry Suits, Donnie Wear, Brittney Wear Davis

 We Are Proud 
 To Be A Part 
 Of This Great 
 Community

GrowinG up in Cleveland

Barbara J. Payne Bunch:

Barbara J. Payne Bunch was
born on Jan. 26, 1937, to Charlie
Payne and Beulah Lawson
Payne.

“Dad was born to Horace
Melvin Payne and Cordie Mae
Forgey. His house on Lowery
Street is the only Payne house
still left,” Barbara said.

“He built houses and [sup-
plied] rock to hold the bank up,”
she said. “Some are still there.
He put root cellars that are still
there. I love to ride down the
street and look at them on
Wildwood Avenue.”

“My mom’s dad was Zachery

Lawson. Her mother was Mary
Trew. They were pioneer resi-
dents of Bradley County. He was
a farmer and worked at
Hardwick Stove Company,”
Barbara said.

Her dad died at age 76 on April
8, 1932. Her mother was only 51
when she died on Nov. 28, 1932.
She said her mom married her
dad at age 17.

“I got married at 14,” Barbara
said. “My first child Virginia was
born at Speck Hospital on Oct. 3,
1953. The hospital was across
from Johnston Park in
Cleveland.

“I was a happy child and was
here in Cleveland when food was
rationed. I remember when

World War II was going on. Mom
had to cover our windows with
quilts so no light could be seen. I
remember when the war was over.
The president came on our radio to
let us know. People were running
into the streets telling everyone
that the war was over. My
‘Grandmaw’ was so happy. She had
prayed every day,” Barbara said.

“I love my hometown,” she said.

Bradley County furnished a
total of 3,255 men for war service
— some drafted and many volun-
teered — during World War II.  

———
Frank Callaway was the first

man from Bradley County to have
his number drawn in the National
Selective Service lottery at
Washington, D.C.
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 Each Keller Williams office is independently owned & operated

 764 Old Chattanooga Pike SW 
 Cleveland, TN 37311

 LifeBridges.com

 Congratulations and Happy 
 Birthday Cleveland

 We are proud to be a part of 
 this wonderful occasion

 From the Board, Staff and People Supported by Life Bridges

Postcards courtesy of cleveland Mayor toM rowland

This is an early view of the downtown U.S. Post Office, now the

Courthouse Annex. The building was constructed in 1911. 

By JEANNE HARSHBARGER SAWYER

Born Sept. 22, 1935, to John and
Mildred Taylor Harshbarger in a
brick house on North Ocoee, I lived
there until I was 5 years old.

Mother taught Spanish at the old
Bradley Central High School and
coached girls’ basketball. Father was
manager of Miller’s Inc. I was part
of an inseparable threesome: me,
cousin Robert Taylor and Hugh
Calloway.

The maids strolled us to down-
town, and we met others at St.
Luke’s wall. Once when it snowed,
Hugh’s mother and I dressed up in
her clothes. 

Later, when she collected cups —
she had thousands — I helped wash
them. From a small living room,
they expanded to an added room on
the back of house. I remember
shelves around the room and I felt
privileged to be allowed to help her.

When I was 5, my parents bought
a house on Centenary Avenue and
began to remodel it. It was a great
location. I went to Walker Frances
Harle Gould’s dance school on
Eighth Street, and attended Arnold

School (which went through eighth
grade).

My most memorable teacher was
Miss Mamie Thomas — who taught
English and diagramming in the
eighth grade. Everyone remembered
she kept case of Cokes in a closet at
the rear of the room. (I learned to
put lipstick on without a mirror by
watching her.)

Several of us walked Ocoee Street
to get to Bradley Central High
School. As a youth, I played in
Annadale, where we built our home
51 years ago.

The class of 1954 buried memora-
bilia on Ocoee Street, in front of the
auditorium, but it is no longer there,
having been dug up when the school
was built. High school was so much
fun. 

Our basketball teams always made
it to tournaments. Since Mother
coached, we always supported boys
and girls at tournaments. I was edi-
tor of the Trumpeter (the school
newspaper) and annual (yearbook)
and was very involved in many
activities. 

There was a snack shop across the
street on the corner. One day, we all
skipped class and gathered there.
Mrs. Clemmer was principal. “Here

GrowinG up in Cleveland

I remember ...

See SAWYER, Page 29



Paul B. Huff was the only Bradley
Countian to receive the Congress-
ional Medal of Honor, the nation’s
highest award for gallantry in battle.
He, along with Maj. Paul M. Jones,

were cited for their impact on
Bradley County. Huff was welcomed
home on Aug. 23, 1944, by
Tennessee Gov. Prentice Cooper.
The new bypass, the former Stewart
Road, is named Paul Huff Parkway
in his honor.

SAWYER

from page 28

comes Mrs. C.” — we all hid
under a table in a back booth.
And she came right to us.

All my life, Dad managed
Miller’s on Ocoee Street, which
had a basement, a main floor and
a balcony on the second floor.
Cups (vacuum tubes) carried tick-
ets and money to the office on the
balcony where Hazel Gannaway
took care of change and so forth.

When Dad received a shipment,
he walked out front and looked to
St. Luke’s wall where the fellas
hung out. He’d say, “I need help,”
and they came running —
Parker “Pete” Botts  and Fletcher
Hill, especially.

I was raised and lived on North
Ocoee and downtown. Sears,
Callaway’s grocery and Apler’s
shoes were next door. 

I guess my love of clothes began
at an early age, because I always
worked to make money to be able
to buy the latest fashions.

When the Village Mall opened,
Dad opened Miller’s where Check
into Cash is now. All my family
helped unpack, and displayed
whatever was needed. My oldest
son, Cole, was about 7 years old
then. He’d see something, tell the
clerk, and say “Charge it to
Papaw.”

I was trained and taught
Seventeen Magazine makeup
classes in the store. We also did
style shows at lunch in cafeteria
in the mall. Those were busy
times.

Then Dad decided to retire and
he opened Harshbarger-Stratton
back on Ocoee Street, corner of
Ocoee Street and Central Avenue.
My son, David, played in a play

pen while we unpacked invento-
ry. I doubt anyone entered the
store that Dad didn’t greet, call
by name and give every child a
sucker. 

Eventually, Dad sold out and
retired. He loved being “Papaw”
and having time to spend with is
three grandchildren: Cole, David
and Laura. 

I love my hometown. I have
been active in promoting the arts
in Cleveland, participating in the
Concert Association, starting in
1960, Cleveland Music Club, Arts
Council, Choral Society, and
started, also, the Museum
Center’s Guild.

I can’t imagine growing up and
continuing to live in a town of
more opportunities and lifetime
friendships. 

Except for college years and
first four years of marriage, it has
been my privilege to call
Cleveland “Home.”
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Here are some important dates in
Cleveland history:

1836 — Cleveland Post office
established

1837 — Oak Grove Academy char-
tered

1942 — City of Cleveland incorpo-
rated

1847 — Cleveland Lodge No. 134
chartered

1852 — Train service connecting
Cleveland and Loudon with Dalton,
Ga., begins

1854 — Ocoee Bank opens
1854 — First issue of the

Cleveland Banner is published
1855 — Sons of Temperance

organized
1857 — Dr. George R. Stuart born
1857 — First Baptist Church

organized
1861 — Bradley County

votes  against secession by a  1382-
507 tally

1862 — President Abraham
Lincoln orders Union Gen. Henry
Halleck to secure railroad in Bradley
County

1863 — First federal troops enter
Cleveland during Civil War

1865 — First Methodist Church
organized

1865 — Mass temperance meeting
at Courthouse

1866 — First school for blacks
opens in Cleveland  

1867 — First meeting of
Episcopalians in Cleveland 

1868 — Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church organized

1871 — Cleveland Hook and
Ladder Fire Co. started

1872 — Ground broken for St.
Luke’s

1875 — Cleveland Library Society
organized

1877 — Julius Raht named presi-
dent of Cleveland National Bank

1877 — Cleveland Library
Association organized

1877 — President Rutherford B.
Hayes visits Cleveland 

1878 — Grand opening ball is
held at Craigmiles Hall

1879 — Cleveland City Charter
expires

1880 — Cleveland Woolen Mills
chartered

1885 — Centenary Female College
opens

1886 — First streetcar begins run-
ning, between depot and courthouse
square

1887 — President Grover
Cleveland visits Cleveland

1888 — Cleveland Telephone
Exchange begins service

1889 — Cleveland Board of
Associated Charities formed

1901 — Bradley County begins
rural mail delivery

1906 —  John Philip Sousa’s band
plays at Craigmiles Opera House

1907 — President Theodore
Roosevelt visits Cleveland

Historical dates in Cleveland

From Banner Archives

THIS 1897 picture shows the muddy streets of Inman Street as it goes

toward town from Five Points.  Shown is J.H. Harle & Bro. general store (1866-

1922) and the horse-drawn trolley (1886-1899) which ran to the courthouse

square.

See DATES, Page 31



DATES

from page 30

1911 — Gem Theatre opened
1911 — Bohemia Theatre opened
1911 — C.C. Card Auto Co. formed
1911 — First plane in Bradley

County makes three flights from site
now occupied by

Village Green
1913 —
Inman Hotel near depot burns
1913 —East Side Church of Christ

organized

1914 —Church of the Resurrection
Catholic Church dedicated

1916 —First motor driven fire
engine in Cleveland

1917 —First heat drawn at Dixie
Foundry

1918 —Church of God Bible
Training School opened

1920 —Cleveland Kiwanis Club
organized

1920 —President Theodore
Roosevelt visits Cleveland  

1920 —Church of God Tabernacle
on Montgomery Street dedicated

1922 —I.I. Smith, Bradley County
sheriff, is killed by moonshiners

1923 — Cleveland Women’s Club
established

1923 —Craigmiles House given to
city for library

1923 — Bob Jones College opens
1925 — A&P Store opens
1925 — J.C. Penney store opens on

north side of square
1927 — Sterchi Bros. Furniture has

grand opening
1922 — Princess Theater opened
1928 — Last link of Lee Highway

through Bradley County completed
1928 — Tennessee Enamel Co.

chartered
1928 —Cherokee Hotel hold grand

opening 
1929 — Cleveland Lions Club

organized
1931 —Merchant’s Bank opened
1933 —People’s Bank of Cleveland

closed
1933 —Cleveland Little Theatre

organized
1934 —Cleveland Federal S&L

organized
1837 — Workers strike at Hardwick,

Dixie, Brown and Cleveland Enamel
companies

1937 — The Spot opens (Orange
Teaco Store)

1938 — Martin Little, pilot, leaves
Cleveland with first airmail

1941 —City passes law requiring
each driver to have a Tennessee dri-
ver’s license

1942 – Bradley County conducts
first practice blackout of World War
II

1945 —WBAC begins broadcasting
1946 —Bradley County Farm

Bureau incorporated
1950 — Cherokee Drive-in theater

opened
1952 — Bradley Memorial Hospital

opened
1954 — Three local theaters

announced Cinemascope screens
1955 — Cleveland Elks Lodge char-

tered
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From the Banner Archives

Bradley Central HigH SCHool opened in 1916. Bradley High

School in Charleston merged with Central High School in Cleveland to form the

new school.

See TIMELINE, Page 33
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THIS 1932

photo shows

the sewing

room at

Hardwick

Clothes at the

old mill.

By BETTIE MARLOWE
Staff writer

In Cleveland, as with other towns,
the Great Depression was the worst
crisis in its history since the Civil
War.

Hardwick Stove Co., which paral-
lels its growth with Cleveland, helped
the small town of just over 2,000
through the hard years.

The company had started in the
late 1800s and in 1927, just before
the crash, employed more than 10
percent of the town’s population. For
years Hardwick specialized in gas
ranges, but it was after World War II
— when it produced airplane parts —
that Hardwick began producing elec-
tric ranges. In the 1980s, the compa-
ny was sold to Maytag, which had
begun with Dixie Foundry in 1917,
and merged with Magic Chef in
1986.  The  foundry is now part of
Whirlpool.

Cooper’s Book Store came along in
1892 — an “If we don’t have it, we
can get it” store — in the center of a

growing town. The bookstore, which
carried everything from candy to
baseball uniforms, “evolved” into
Cooper’s Athletic and Trophy Co. in
the late 1980s and today, Cooper’s
Trophy.

At the turn of the century,
Cleveland Milling Co. was started as
a grist mill and in 1912, it moved to
Central Avenue and was later
acquired by the family of Hugh
Knox. The company was the second
in the nation to produce self-rising
corn meal in large amounts.

By the 1950s, the company pro-
duced a complete line of wheat,

flour, cornmeal and feed for live-
stock and poultry and 90 percent of
the white and yellow corn used was
bought from farmers within truck-
ing distance of the plant. The mill
closed in 1973.

W.C. Gannaways’ & Son, a
leather-goods store, moved to
Cleveland from Dayton in 1910.
Gannaway bought the lot with the
spring that furnished water for the
town in 1946 and built a store over
it, piping city water through the
spring to a drinking fountain on the
main floor. He also utilized it for
cooking.  

Dooley’s Ice Cream plant, 1911-78,
became world-famous as delegates
to the Church of God of Prophecy
assemblies, discovered “the best ice
cream ever made.” But it was always
the place to get ice cream and snow-
balls. Bill Dooley offered 12 flavors
and the had the first soft ice cream
machine in Cleveland. After
Dooley’s death , his daughter and
her husband and aunt continued to
make ice cream and his wife,
Beulah, ran it until her death in
1974.

Card Auto began business in 1911,
See BUSINESS, Page 33
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 HAPPY 175TH CLEVELAND!
 It is my honor to be a lifelong Cleveland resident and 

 celebrate this milestone with my fellow citizens.  Cleveland 
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 excited to see how we are going to continue to grow and 
 develop in the years to come.

 My staff and I wish Cleveland many happy & prosperous 
 years in the future!

 Gayla Harris Miller, 
 Circuit & Criminal Court Clerk 

 & Staff

TIMELINE

from page 31

1955 —Fraternal Order of Police,
Scenic Lodge No. 8 organized

1958 —Cooke Mfg. Co. organized
1960 —Dixie Foundry changes

name to Magic Chef
1960 —325-pound black bear

wandering near 5 Points is caught
by police

1961 — Wesley Memorial United
Methodist Church holds first serv-
ice

1967 — Cleveland State
Community College holds its first
quarter of classes

1967 — First commencement at
new Cleveland High

1968 —Bradley County Historical
Society organized

1970 —Last passenger train trav-
els through Cleveland

1970 —Magic Chef first listed on
New York Stock Exchange

1972 —Bradley Central HS

(South Lee Highway) dedicated
1975 —Church of God Graduate

School opened
1979 — Red Clay State Historic

Park dedicated
1982 — St. Luke’s added to

National Historic Register
1991 — Basketball coach Jim

Smiddy sets record with 1,153 wins
1996 — Olympic Canoe/Kayak

competition begins on Ocoee River
1998 — Groundbreaking for local

museum is held
— List compiled by Bettie Marlowe, Banner staff writer 

BUSINESS

from page 32

with a Ford Motor Company fran-
chise. The name was changed to Bob
Card Ford in 1981 after he became
president in 1975. Card Auto Co.
was the third-oldest dealership of
Ford Motor Co., having been in
business for 82 years.

Three theaters opened in 1911 —
New Theater, Gem Theater and
Bohemia, all with silent films. In
1913, Moneta Theater opened in the
Fillauer Building but closed in 1916
because of financial difficulties.

Abel Hardware operated from
1916 to 1974, moving to Cleveland
from Dayton. In 1930, the company
began carrying appliances, house-
wares and gifts, with furniture
added in 1936.

In 1918, H.E. Haggard came to
Cleveland from Beaverdale, Ga., and
after acquiring a partnership in a
country store on Spring Place Road,
opened his first general merchan-
dise store in Cleveland on Edwards
Street.

Miller’s which opened in the

1920s, was the first full department
store in Cleveland and used the
cable cup system between depart-
ments and the office. It was moved
from Ocoee Street to the Village
Shopping Center in 1961. Hess
bought Miller’s in 1976.

Tennessee Enamel Co. began in
1929 and did enameling for
Hardwick Stove Co., along with
other stoveworks in East Tennessee.
But because of the growth of
Hardwick Stove, the company had
to drop its other customers.

Before the 1940s, many Cleveland
residents had iceboxes and depend-
ed on an iceman to deliver ice.
William T. Riden Sr. had such a
business and delivered blocks of ice
on carts. Refrigerators in the later
years canceled the need for such
businesses.

During the depression, the Grand
Lunch eating place — the fast food
of the 1930s — became a popular
place for uptown workers.

Because of the good food and fast
service, there was always a crowd
day and night during the 40 years of

this 1970 photo shows downtown Cleveland. 

See STORES, Page 34

Melba Schrader was the first
Cleveland woman to be hired in the
offices of American Uniform when
the company moved to Cleveland.

Cleveland trivia
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from page 33

service.
Watson’s Grocery was also a child

of the 1930s and prior to the start of
World War II, there was the Rolling
Store operated by the Miller Family.

Apler’s’ Shoe Shore, which began
in 1935, shared Cleveland’s business
district with Miller Brothers
Department Store, Harshbarger-
Straton Department Store, Cole’s
Drug Store, J.C. Penney and
Woolworth’s. The shoe store served
Cleveland for more than 50 years
before it closed in 1986.

The (original) Spot, began around
1936 — got its name from a large
sign with a round spot on it. The
Spot had one of the first frosted
machines in Cleveland. The business
was sold in 1985.

The Creed Samples Coal and Feed
Store opened in 1940 on Wildwood
Avenue across the street from his
Shell gas station.  In 1944, Creed
closed the feed store and opened
Dunlop Tire Store, the only one of
its kind in Cleveland. The store
closed when he died in 1958.

In the mid 40s also, Otto Stamper
moved the store, Stamper & Timbro
— now Stamper & Son — from
Ocoee to Cleveland, locating in the
center store of its present location. 

After the war, M.C. Headrick
Supermarkets opened next door to
the Church of God of Prophecy

headquarters on Central Avenue
and then moved to a new building
across the street. Soon it opened
another store and began a chain,
which was sold in the 1970s to Red
Food Stores , which became the BI-
LO chain and now is Food City.

Allen’s Garage was opened in
1949 by Carl Allen, who was a B-29
mechanic in the Army Air Force.
The business was operated for about
30 years on South Lee Highway.
Allen had the only four-wheel-drive
wrecker in Cleveland.

Cherokee Drive-in opened in 1950
and featured the best known films of
that time — with a speaker for each
car. A windstorm tore down the
screen after the theater closed in
1957.

Cherokee Hotel Barber Shop
began operation with the opening of
the hotel. William Hahn Bowman
was the owner.

Later in the century, the Bradley
County area drew the attention of
several corporations such as M&M
Mars (MasterFoods) and other
major industries, some outside the
county, but still employing Bradley
Countians.

Other hometown businesses, such
as Cooke’s Food Stores and restau-
rants like The Chef and The Rebel,
hold more than just good memories
— they have filled a need.

In 1970, Life Care located its cor-
porate offices in Cleveland and
since, has made extensive expan-

THIS EARLY pHoTo of  the W.O. Haggard & Co. store shows wagons

backed up for loading.  The store was located on 32nd Street.

sions with continuing plans for con-
struction. 

Businesses — large and small, old
and new — have been varied and

innumerable, but all have con-
tributed to the Cleveland we now
know, and they are the basis for the
Cleveland  envisioned for the future.
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Remembrances
In 1992, several well-known

Cleveland residents con-
tributed to a special section by
the Banner in celebration of
the city’s 150th Anniversary.

Below are a few excerpts
from those remembrances.

By the late BoB Card Sr. 
Editor’s note: Card died in 1999.

Sometime around 1905, C.C. Card
rode a bicycle from his home in
Soddy across the Tennessee River
on a ferry, which was just a few
miles north of the Chickamauga
Dam, but is now closed.

He took the old road to the Snow
Hill community, then up over
Mahan Gap down by Baugh Springs
to Cleveland. He immediately like
what he saw and made plans to set-
tle here.

He rented a building where the
American National Bank. He opened
a business with a few bicycles and
Kodak cameras, which he bought in
Chattanooga. He would get a group
of boys together and rent them bicy-
cles and cameras for a day’s outing.
He then bought several cars and
started a taxi business. His first car
was a 1908 Cadillac.

In 1911, Parksville Dam was start-
ed and he transported both workers
and sightseers to the dam site. The

old Copper Road ran along the
Ocoee River and was built for heavy
wagons that carried copper ore to
Cleveland to be smelted. He decided
to see if a car could make the trip.
After a lot of roadwork, moving
rocks and filling ruts and mud holes,
he became the first man to drive an
automotive to Copperhill.

Also, in 1911, he was able to get
the Ford franchise. This was only 10
years after Henry Ford had organ-
ized the Ford Motor Co.

Model T’s sold as low as $380.
Model A’s started production in
1928 and sold for as little as $590.
By 1939, a Deluxe two-door sedan
was $915. With the beginning of
World War II, the cards that were in
stock and unsold had to be put in
mothballs, and only sold with a pri-
ority certificate. 

“There were very few cars in
Cleveland just after the turn of the
century. One was owned by Bill
Sykes of the Cleveland Milling Co.
There were plenty of horse and bug-
gies around the courthouse. 

One Saturday morning when
Claude Card decided to back his
Model T out on Second Street, Sykes
was heading east and proceeded to
hit Card. People watching said, “Can
you believe with only two cars in

Speck HoSpital was Cleveland’s first hospital. It was established in

1916 by Dr. Carl T. Speck Sr.  The hospital had five beds and an operating room.

In 1921, the hospital moved into its new building at the corner of Inman and

Broad streets. (The site is now a parking lot behind Bank of Cleveland). After Dr.

Speck’s death in 1952, his son Dr. C.T. Speck Jr. operated it until 1962.

See CARD, Page C2
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from page 35

town this morning, they would run
into each other?” The two men got
out of their cars and surveyed the
damage and without saying a word
to each other, turned and walked to
their offices.

‘Uptown’
By the late louise harle:

Cleveland was the agricultural
and marketing hub of Bradley
County and most of Polk. Along
Ocoee Street, the grocery and the
hardware store, the ice cream par-
lor and the meat market, the bar-
bershops and the saloon, the
millinery shop and the dry goods
emporium, the courthouse and the
bank, the newspaper office and the
drugstore, formed the “uptown”
business area, which turned into
Inman Street, which led to the
depot.

Inman Street was rather a hodge-
podge; there were churches and
homes, livery stable and black-
smith shops, stores and saloons.
The big houses north of Central
Avenue, as well as those “across
the railroad,” the volunteer fire
department and the jail, the hitch-
ing posts and the watering trough,
were all essential to daily living.

The home was the hub of the

family. The parlor was only opened
on Sunday afternoons and for
funerals, the kitchen was the scene
of activity from dawn to after dark
to serve three full meals. The
chicken house gave the family eggs
for breakfast and cakes and fried
chicken for Sunday dinner in the
summer; the garden was the sum-
mer “green grocer,” supplying
beans and corn, tomatoes and
potatoes, lettuce and radishes,
cucumbers and cabbage, can-
taloupes and parsnips asparagus
and horseradish and all the other
vegetables and greens for the fami-
ly and some especially fine speci-
men for the fair or friends. 

Childhood included getting up at
dawn to watch the circus unload,
going to school, birthday parties,
historic pageants with homemade
cheesecloth costumes that were
home-dyed to fit the color scheme
of the ensemble, going “uptown”
on Saturday afternoon and playing
“hooky” when the weather was
especially enticing.

Pleasures were not costly, but
were satisfying. Literary societies
and sewing circles, amateur the-
atrical and touring Chautauqua,
picnics and carnivals, county fairs
and band concerts, Decoration Day
parades and fireworks on the
Glorious Fourth, were all well
attended gala occasions. Everybody
went “Uptown,” even the dog.

Childhood 

memories
By the late Margaret tatuM

(She was owner operate of
Margaret’s House of Fashions for
38 years. She died in 2007. When
this was written n 1992, Magic Chef
had not as yet been absorbed by
Maytag and then Whirlpool.)

More than half a century ago,
Bradford Rymer started as a manu-
facturer of pots, skillets, teakettles
and other cast iron items. He later
purchased land up on which the
Dixie Foundry was built. 

I remember my dad telling me
about a discussion he had with
Rymer. Rymer said the first year of
business was so unprofitable that he
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from page 36

considered quitting. However, his
brother Boyd persuaded him to stay
on another year, and he did. The
succeeding years proved to be more
successful each year. So it does pay
to keep on and never give up.

Magic Chef is now one of the
world’s leading manufacturers of
major household appliances. In
1967, Magic Chef became a pioneer
in the microwave oven business.
Magic Chef plants are located in six
states across the nation and several
foreign countries, providing employ-
ment for approximately 8,000 indi-
viduals.

….

My first trip to Cleveland was at
Christmas time, as a young child. I
shall always remember. 

We traveled in a wagon with hay
in the wagon bed to keep us warm,
and a blanket to cover ourselves
because the weather was very cold
that day. Mother and dad were
seated at the front of the wagon.

We lived on my dad’s farm locat-
ed five miles north of Cleveland in
Mouse Creek Valley, two miles
north of E.L. Ross School, which is
now in the city limits.

We traveled down Ocoee Street
and on to the jockey lot to hitch the
horses and wagon. I distinctly
remember how muddy the ground
was, and I tried very hard not to get

mud on my new shoes. The jockey
lot was located at the back of where
Chase Appliance Store is now.

Oh, how I enjoyed going to the
drug store to buy a cone of ice
cream, which cost five cents. My,
how good it tasted!

We would bring eggs from the
farm to the grocery store and
exchange them for sugar, soda, salt,
coffee, etc. We raised almost all we
needed on the farm. We had plenty
to eat during the Great Depression.

My dad had apple and peach
orchards. We raised strawberries
and all kinds of vegetables and
meats.

I remember riding to Cleveland in
my dad’s buggy. But the greatest
thrill was going to Cleveland with
my Uncle Will Barker and my
cousins, William and Jessie
Cartwright, in my uncle’s brand
new surrey. It had fringe all around
the top and was pulled by two pret-
ty horses with tassels on their bri-
dles.

When I was about 5 years old, my
dad bought a new T-Model Ford.
Oh, how happy we were to have a
car. My first ride was about half a
mile to Jim McReynolds’ corn mill,
where we took our corn to be
ground into meal.

After we got the new car, we
would go to Cleveland almost every
Saturday afternoon. We would lis-
ten to singing, or sometimes a
preacher would have a program in
the courthouse yard.

IN 1976, the city of Cleveland’s new fire truck was named for Mayor Harry

Dethero, left, who served as mayor of Cleveland for 17 years — from 1966 to

1983. With him is Parks and Recreation Commissioner Kenneth Tinsley.
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CARTWRIGHTS

from page 17

Cartwright served four years as
county executive, which is now
known as county mayor. He also
served on both the city and county
planning commissions. Then he
was appointed to the Cleveland
Utility board, where he still
serves. 

Cartwright noted, “We raised
our family in Cleveland and
attended church every Sunday. “

While he attended North

Cleveland Church of God prior to
marrying, Milteen had attended
First Methodist Church. They
raised their family at First
Methodist Church.

The Cartwrights have two chil-
dren — Jill McGuire, OMS
teacher, and Tim Cartwright, a
chemical engineer in Memphis.
They have eight grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.

Cartwright noted Cleveland
“was a rural, slow-moving town.
Sometimes I long for that feeling
to come back.”

GrowinG up in Cleveland

College Hill memories

COLLEGE HILL School for blacks was built in 1924. It included 12 grades

— first through 12th.

During the 1992 150th cele-
bration of the City of
Cleveland, Oscar S. Johnson
wrote about his alma mater
College Hill School, which had
classes for first through 12th
grades. He was a graduate of
the class of 1934. 

The school was located on the
site of the present College Hill
Recreation Center, which for
years was known as the
Northeast Recreation Center.
His memories are being
reprinted on the city’s 175th

anniversary.
College Hill School was

destroyed by fire in March of
1968. 

By OSCAR S. JOHNSON

In the fall of 1917, I entered
College Hill School, which at that
time was a large frame building. The
site was where the present
Northeast Recreation Center is
located.

The playground was divided into 

See COLLEGE HILL, Page 39
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COLLEGE HILL

from page 38

two sides, one for the boys, and the
other for the girls. There was no
crossing over from side to side dur-
ing school hours.

The restrooms were outside also,
some on the boys’ side and some
on the girls’ side.

The hydrant for drinking water
was situated on the line of division
between the two sides. Each stu-
dent brought his own drinking
cup.

All students marched into the
chapel each morning by music.
Someone played a march on the
piano as students marched into
the chapel. There was chapel serv-
ice each morning before classroom
activities began. This consisted of
devotion and announcements for
the day. 

After chapel, each class marched
in line to its assigned room. The
rooms had potbellied stoves for
heat. The desks were fastened to
the floors so that they could not be
moved.

The teachers bought their own
teaching materials and students
bought their own books, pencils,
paper, crayons, etc. The student
brought lunch from home.

The principal or janitor would
ring the hand bell for opening of
school, lunch, recess and closing of
school.

The College Hill frame building
was destroyed by fire.

The first commencement exercis-
es of College Hill High School were
held in Shepard’s Auditorium in
1924.

The present building at that time
was still under construction. When
it was near completion, it also was

destroyed by fire. Its final erection
was not until 1925.

Professor U.L. Knox was the
principal until his death. He ren-
dered a number of years of valu-
able service to the school and to
the community.

College Hill High School saw
many activities, which produced
outstanding recognition then and
in later y ears.

The athletic program included
football, basketball, physical exer-
cises and running. In spite of lim-
ited space and equipment, the
teams showed remarkable merits
in competition with other schools.

The graduates were able to pass
academic tests to enter college.

In the field of music, many stu-
dents were involved in activities,
which included band, choir and
class singing.

The dramatic club produced

plays, recitations and school clos-
ing programs, which were enjoyed
by the community. The boys and
girls were among the winners in
sports not because of superior
coaching and equipment, but
because they wanted to play and to
win.

Alma Mater

There are schools so dear and
schools so far,

That we hold in our memories
still

But there’s none like the school,
the school, the school of my dream

It’s the school of College Hill.
Just to be close to thee is a bless-

ing to me, 
with it feeling serene and secure,
with its morals so grand and
instructors so true, it’s the 

best school in all the land.

THIS IS an early photo of the Bradley County Courthouse. You can

see the bandstand at right. This structure was the third courthouse in Bradley

County. It was built in 1893 at a cost of $75,000. The current courthouse

replaced it in 1964.
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