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DANIEL CAIN, a technician for Gobble’s Automotive, inspects a car for a possible oil leak.

Gobble’s Automotive is located at 4640 North Lee Highway. 

Things to
know about 
motor oil 

(MS) When it comes to taking care of
their vehicles, many motorists prefer to be
overly cautious. While that’s not necessarily
a bad thing, there are times when being too
cautious can unnecessarily cost you
money.

Motor oil, and when to change that oil,
has long been a point of contention. Many
drivers grew up being told that motor oil
should be changed every 3,000 miles.
However, that myth has been debunked for
many of today’s vehicles, which should
come with suggested intervals between oil
changes. According to Edmunds.com, in
2010 the average interval for oil changes
was 7,800 miles. In addition to changing a
car’s motor oil less frequently, there are
other things drivers should know about
motor oil.

n Oil does not necessarily need to be
changed before a long trip. 

Taking a trip? While it’s good to have
your car examined before embarking, if the
recommended oil change interval is not up,
then you do not need to preemptively
change your oil. Such a change is likely
unnecessary and will not improve the per-
formance of your vehicle during the trip.

n Black oil does not necessitate a
change. 

Conventional wisdom once suggested if
the oil on the dipstick is black then it needs
to be changed. But nowadays automotive
professionals are noting that black oil is
doing its job and different additives might
be changing the oil’s color, which means
the oil doesn’t need to be changed.

n You can use petroleum-based oil after
using synthetic.

Another longstanding myth regarding
motor oil was that once you use a synthetic
motor oil instead of a petroleum-based oil
you have to continue using synthetic oil,
which is often more expensive than more
traditional motor oil, in order to avoid
harming the vehicle. However, automotive

professionals have noted that these two
types of oils are now often blended, meaning
switching back and forth from one to the
other is not likely to cause any damage to
your vehicle. Just be sure to use motor oil
that meets the standards set forth in your
vehicle’s owner’s manual.

n Consider an earlier oil change after buy-
ing a new vehicle. 

Sometimes a new vehicle will need an oil
change after its first 3,000 miles. However,
this does not mean your vehicle will need
one every 3,000 miles. According to
Blackstone Laboratories, who study motor

oil, oil samples taken from engines during
their initial 3,000 miles of driving had ele-
vated metal levels from the camshafts and
pistons. 

These elevated levels will not necessarily
be harmful, but some auto manufacturers
recommend a shorter initial interval just to
be safe. Honda, however, includes an anti-
wear additive in their break-in oil and advis-
es against changing their oil early. 

Consult your owner’s manual to determine
if it’s best to change your oil after the initial
3,000 miles or to let it go until the recom-
mended interval.  
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DON’T GET CAUGHT driving blind in a storm with windshield wiper blades that smear

instead of reveal.  Jeff Smith at Cleveland Tire checks the structure and life of a truck’s wiper

blades.

Take action before you hit the road 
(NewsUSA) —  Checking mirrors and seat

belts every time you get in your car might
seem overly cautious, but driving experts say
that what you do before you turn on  the
ignition may mean the difference between life
and death.

“So many accidents can be traced back to
bad decisions before you even get behind the
driver’s seat,” said Jeff Purner, a professional
driving instructor for Porsche Cars North
America. 

Routine maintenance is critical to your
safety. For example, under-inflated tires are
the primary cause of tire failures and can
adversely affect your car’s handling and fuel
mileage. Check your tires, including your
spare, at least once a month. 

You should check your wiper blades
monthly as well. 

Worn blades impact visibility and create
glare on the windshield, even when they are
not in use.

What you bring with you into your car
could be the most critical decision of your
day. 

Cell phones are one of the most dangerous
items to use in your car. Anytime you’re talk-

ing, texting or using GPS applications, you’re
not paying attention to the road. Purner says
that using cell phones while driving, especial-
ly to text message, is as dangerous as driving
under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Do
yourself a favor, and turn your cell phone off.

After switching off your cell phone, you
should check and adjust your seat belt. The
lap belt should rest low across your waist,
and the shoulder strap should come over
your shoulder and across your chest. Never
put the shoulder strap under your armpit.
Before turning on the ignition,adjust your
rear-view and side-view mirrors. 

According to Purner, too many drivers set
their mirrors to reflect the outside of their
own car instead of the road.

“You already know where your car is; you
should be concerned about where the other
cars  are so that you can avoid them.”

When positioning your hands on the steer-
ing wheel, hold the wheel at 9 o’clock and 3
o’clock. In this position, you can turn the
wheel the furthest without your hands cross-
ing over. 

This hold also allows for a better “feel” and
faster response time.

Prepared for a roadside emergency? 
(NewsUSA)  — You drive safely and follow

your vehicle's maintenance schedule, but
that doesn't mean you'll never find trouble
on the road. But with a little preparation,
you can handle almost any roadside break-
down.

Here are some tips to help you prepare for
the most common types of roadside break-
downs:

n Dead battery. Your kid left a light on in

the backseat or a door slightly ajar, and now
the engine won't start. Jump-starting your
car is the best way to get back on the road. 

Always keep a pair of jumper cables on
hand. In case your battery dies at night, you
might want to consider purchasing a hands-
free light, such as  the Might-D-Light
Rechargeable LED Worklight (might-d-

See EMERGENCY, Page 4



(MS) — Car and truck owners recognize
that a certain measure of upkeep is neces-
sary to maintain safe, efficient and good-look-
ing vehicles. 

Making sure what’s under the hood — and
under the chassis — is in excellent condition
is important. So, too, is safeguarding against
damage to the exterior of a car or truck.

One of the ways to protect against environ-
mental damage is to wax the vehicle. Bird
droppings, rain, salt, and sun can take their
toll on a vehicle, and waxing can help combat
these often inevitable environmental factors.

The experts at Popular Mechanics say that,
even though modern paint jobs have
improved considerably in recent years, wax
formulations have improved as well. Both can
work wonders with regard to defending
against color erosion, scratches and dullness. 

Furthermore, waxing increases resale value
at trade-in time and can make it easier to
clean vehicles.

The consumer advocates at Angie’s List
recommend that vehicles be waxed not less
than twice a year. However, many detailers
advise drivers to have their vehicles waxed
once every three months, or one time per
season. 

In addition to protecting a vehicle from the
elements, waxing provides the following bene-
fits. 

n Deep shine: Wax is the easiest way to
make a vehicle look brand new again. 

While a carnauba-based wax may be rec-
ommended, many synthetic waxes are now
available, and such products provide excel-
lent shine capabilities as well.

n Fills in scratches: While wax will not
remove scratches, it can fill in shallow
scratches to make them less visible.

n Reduces friction: Car wax smooths the
surface of the paint and will reduce the fric-
tion between debris and the car’s exterior.
This means debris will be more likely to slide
right off than cause paint to chip.

n Catches contaminants: Airborne contam-
inants will be trapped in the wax rather than
settle into paint and etch the car or truck. 

A number of tests can indicate when a car
needs a new coat of wax. The water-beading
test is one such test. If the water beads up
nicely while washing or during a light rain,
the wax is still performing. If the water runs
in large “sheets,” it’s time for a new coat of
wax. 

Drivers can conduct the towel test as well
after the car is washed and completely dried. 

The resource How To Auto offers guidance
on how to perform this test: Fold a 100-per-
cent cotton terry cloth towel until it’s hand-
sized and thick. 

Apply firm pressure to the car’s surface
and twist the cloth back and forth in a clock-
wise and counter-clockwise direction. If you

hear a squealing noise, then it’s time for a
wax job.

Before waxing, the vehicle should be clean,
dry and free of contaminants. Afterward,
work in a shady area. Work carefully, but do
not go so slowly that the wax dries too quick-
ly. 

Do not apply the wax too heavily; a little
goes a long way. 

Try to keep it even during application. Buff
the wax with a microfiber towel when done.

Waxing remains an important part of vehi-
cle maintenance, safeguarding a vehicle from
the elements while also keeping the car or
truck looking new.  

EMERGENCY

from Page 3

light.com). Flashlights can prove unreliable,
not to mention unwieldy while making
repairs, but the Might-D-Light’s two rare
earth magnets can attach to the underside
of the hood or hang from a hook, illuminat-
ing the area you need to work.

n Fuel. You were counting on finding
another gas station, but one never material-
ized, and now you’re stuck. Put on your haz-
ard lights and, if possible, push your car to
the side of the road. 

If you have a cell phone, stay in your car
and call an emergency or roadside-assis-
tance number. If not, you will have to start
walking. 

If you’re in a remote area, flag down some-
one who can help. If you’re in a city or town,
walk to the nearest gas station by heading
toward lights or the nearest exit.

n Flat tire. Always make sure that your
spare tire’s inflated before heading out. If
you do need to change a flat, make sure that
there’s a safe distance between your body
and the edge of the road before removing
your spare tire and jack. 

A hands-free light will prove useful for
nighttime repairs. 

The Might-D-Light can stand on its own,
so you can set it up and then get to work.
For added safety, the worklight includes two
reflective strips which improve roadside visi-
bility. For more information go to:
www.might-d-light.com.
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Waxing can benefit your vehicle



www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, March 5, 2017— 5

 Visit pioneerautos.net for a complete inventory list

 (423) 559-1551 Office
 (706) 329-6199 Sales
 (423) 331-4931 Sales

 Your Hometown Dealer
 SUVs • Cars • Trucks

 If we don’t have it, we can get it.
 No documentation, Dealer or Administrative Fees

 FINANCING
 AVAILABLE

This easy tire tread test only needs a penny 
(NewsUSA) - Tires may not be the first

thing you notice when you look at a car,
but they may be the most important safety
and performance element of any vehicle.
When you think about it, they are the only
part of your car that connects you to the
road. 

While brakes stop your wheels, it’s your
tires that stop the car — and that’s why
maintaining them is absolutely critical.
Luckily, one of the most important tire
checks won’t cost you more than a penny! 

Once a month, or before heading on a
long road trip, check your tires for wear
and damage using “the penny test.” 

Just grab a penny and select a point on
your tire where tread appears the lowest. 

Then, holding Lincoln’s body between
your thumb and your forefinger, place
Lincoln’s head into one of the grooves. If
any part of Abe Lincoln’s head is covered by
the tread, you’re driving with the legal and
safe amount of tread. 

However, if all of Lincoln’s head is visible,
it’s a sign that it is time to get new tires. 

“Traction and tread are inextricably
linked. The grooves in your tire are critical
in helping to channel water away to allow
the tire to grip the road,” says Sarah
Robinson, Michelin safety expert. 

“Making sure you’re driving on tires with
proper tread can be the difference between

avoiding an accident, and becoming part of
it.”

If it’s time to get new tires, consider these
two factors first and foremost: 

1. Safety: Most tires perform well in
everyday situations, but difficult conditions
will reveal their differences. 

Choose tires that can perform well in the
worst types of weather or roads you
encounter. For example, if you live in a
region with regular heavy snowfall and cold
winters, consider winter tires for part of the
year. The difference can be huge.

2. Value: It’s important to remember that
not all tires are created equal. 

Tires may seem like an additional
expense on top of general car maintenance,
but investing in quality tires known for
long-lasting performance —such as the
Michelin Defender with its 80,000 mile war-
ranty — will save you money over time as
your tires won’t need to be replaced as
quickly. 

For more information, visit
www.MichelinMan.com
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CHECKING AND MAINTAINING proper tire pressure is crucial to maximizing your vehi-

cle’s gas mileage, expecially when preparing for a long road trip vacation. A technician at A&I

Auto Service quickly and easily checks the tires on this vehicle for wear and tear as well as

pressure.

Reuse the News

Recycle this NewspapeR

Deciphering your car’s 

‘check engine’ light 
(NewsUSA) — Many drivers don’t know

what the “check engine” or “service engine
soon” warning light on the instrument panel
really means. Understanding the purpose of
this light, and knowing what actions to take
when it comes on, can help you nip prob-
lems in the bud — and possibly prevent
major damage.

An illuminated “check engine” light is
telling you the engine control computer has
detected a problem that is causing the vehi-
cle to produce excessive exhaust emissions. 

Sometimes the light will be accompanied
by noticeable performance problems, such
as an engine miss or hesitation, but other
times the vehicle will appear to operate nor-
mally. Common failures that can trigger a
“check engine” light include:

n Failed engine-control components such
as an oxygen, coolant temperature, MAP
(manifold absolute pressure) or airflow sen-
sor.

n Engine misfires from faulty sparkplugs,
sparkplug wires, ignition components, fuel
injectors or other fuel system parts.

n Emission-control failures such as loose
or cracked vacuum hoses, a loose or missing
gas cap or a defective EGR (exhaust gas
recirculation) valve.

How you should react to a “check engine”
light depends on how the light behaves. If
the light comes on for a little while and then
goes out, you may have had a momentary
problem in the system. The light goes out
when the problem stops, but the computer
could have stored a diagnostic trouble code
in its memory. If the light does not recur, it
can be ignored. However, if the light comes
and goes intermittently, take the vehicle in
for a checkup.

If the light comes on and stays on, the car
has an ongoing problem. While that problem
may not be severe, it will negatively impact
your car’s performance, gas mileage and
exhaust emissions. Take your vehicle to a
repair shop as soon as possible for further
diagnosis.

If the “check engine” light begins to flash
on and off, a severe problem is causing the
catalytic converter to overheat. This can
destroy the converter and possibly even start
a fire. 

If your repair shop is nearby, drive there
immediately. If the shop is some distance
away, shut off the car and call for assis-
tance. 

See CHECK, Page 8
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CLEVELAND TIRE is more than just a tire shop. Its experienced technicians, like Jimmy Scott, are prepared to send customers off on a

worry-free vacation. Here, Scott checks the condition of the brake pads on an SUV.

ment, air and fuel filters, and transmission
service, according to ASE-certified auto
technicians.

Besides, a well-maintained vehicle gets
better gasoline mileage, pollutes less, is
safer to operate, and lasts longer than one
that's neglected, notes ASE.

To help consumers choose a repair shop
that fits their needs, ASE offers the follow-
ing checklist:

n Look for a neat, well-organized facility,
with vehicles in the parking lot equal in
value to your own and modern equipment
in the service bays.

n Look for a courteous staff, with a serv-
ice consultant willing to answer all of your
questions.

n Look for policies regarding estimated
repair costs, diagnostic fees, guarantees,
and acceptable methods of payment.

n Ask if the repair facility specializes or
if it usually handles your type of repair
work.

n Look for signs of professionalism in
the customer service area, such as civic,
community, or customer service awards.

n Look for evidence of qualified techni-
cians: trade school diplomas, certificates of
advanced course work, and certification by
ASE.

n Look for the ASE sign or logo; it means
the shop employs nationally certified tech-
nicians.

The National Institute for Automotive
Service Excellence (ASE) was founded in
1972 as a non-profit, independent organi-
zation  dedicated to improving the quality
of automotive service and repair  through
the voluntary testing and certification of
automotive technicians.

ASE-certified technicians wear blue and
white ASE shoulder insignia and carry cre-
dentials listing their exact areas of certifi-
cation. Their employers often display the
blue and white ASE sign. Visit
www.ase.com for seasonal car care advice
and more.  

Advice from the Pros:

Do not neglect service on your automobile
(MS) — The average age of a personal

vehicle on the road today is more than 11
years, according to recent news reports. In
tough economic times, it's natural to rein in
spending. But the experts at the nonprofit
National Institute for Automotive Service

Excellence (ASE) warn that putting off rou-
tine auto maintenance or ignoring service
intervals is false economy. 

Small issues can morph into more expen-
sive repairs. For example, failure to replace
worn brake pads or a faulty oxygen sensor

— both relatively easy services for qualified
auto technicians — can result in expensive
brake rotor service or costly replacement of
the vehicle's catalytic converter.

Frequently neglected items include oil
changes, tire and brake service, wheel align-
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HAVE YOUR BRAKES checked before traveling to ensure that the brake pad indicators on

your vehicle don’t ruin your experience, sounding like a wailing banshee and requiring emer-

gency replacement.  A technician at A&I Auto points out a problem.
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A & I AUTO SERVICE is a “small auto repair shop that cares about your car or truck,”

and they are equipped to comprehensively prepare your family vehicle to get you to your

destination without a hitch.

Simple maintenance projects to keep cars running smoothly 
(MS) — One of the ways to keep vehicles

running strong for years on end is to adhere
to the manufacturer’s recommended mainte-
nance schedule. 

Although there are many factors drivers
cannot control, including recalls, weather
and road conditions, proper maintenance is
something drivers can control, and main-
taining a vehicle can be very simple.

Oil changes
Motor oil lubricates the engine and keeps

it in good working order. Old oil becomes
more viscous and can lose its efficacy. 

While changing motor oil is important,
motorists should follow the owner’s manual
or the factory maintenance schedule regard-
ing how often it needs to be changed, as all
vehicles are not alike.

The old myth that cars and trucks need

oil changes at set intervals has changed as
digital check capabilities have evolved.

Car computers can now keep track of
more than just mileage. 

Computers now track starts and stops
and trip durations to determine when cars
need oil changes. 

Coolant levels
Coolant helps prevent vehicles from over-

heating and also prevents the water that it
mixes with in the radiator from freezing or
boiling. 

Coolant is nearly as important as motor
oil in vehicle maintenance. 

Coolant is typically comprised of a 50/50
mix of distilled water and antifreeze. These
two substances work together to maintain a
proper ratio of heat energy and prevent
eventual breakdown and destruction of the

engine. 
Coolant is usually changed once per year

or at 30,000 miles. This keeps the coolant
working properly and will help prevent cor-
rosion and deposits from forming inside the
cooling system. 

Coolant levels might be checked during a
full-service oil change appointment.

Tire maintenance
Properly inflated, balanced and rotated

tires make for a smooth, safe ride. 
Check that tires are wearing evenly and

that the vehicle is not pulling to one side. 
A lack of tread on tires requires they

be replaced. Because tires can be expen-
sive, many drivers put off routine tire
maintenance. But this can be a costly
mistake. 

Tires that are worn or not properly inflat-

ed can cause skidding, problems braking
and accidents. Blowouts also may occur,
putting drivers, their passengers and fellow
motorists in danger. 

It’s best to be proactive with regard to tire
maintenance.

Check battery contacts
Many modern car batteries do not require

a lot of maintenance. However, one problem
that may occur is a buildup of minerals or
corrosion from leaking battery fluid on the
contacts.

In such instances, use a battery cleaning
brush to clean the contacts and then replace
the cables. 

Maintaining a vehicle in adherence to
manufacturer guidelines can prolong the life
of the car, improve its safety and increase its
trade-in or resale value.



n Get enough sleep. 
A recent poll from the National Sleep

Foundation found that 13 percent of driv-
ers acknowledged falling asleep while driv-
ing at least once per month. 

Poorly lit roadways and the absence of
natural light can make tired drivers even
more drowsy, furthering compromising
their already diminished visibility.

The NSF advises drivers to get between
seven and nine hours of sleep per night, to
avoid driving if they have been awake for
24 hours or more and to pull over for rest
every two hours.

n Improve vehicle lighting.
Compared to the standard incandescent

lamps used by many of today’s automotive
manufacturers, LED lights are brighter
and more visible to oncoming motorists. 

Unlike incandescent bulbs, Philips
Vision LEDs remain bright and maintain
their light intensity throughout the life of
the lights. LEDs also can brighten up inte-
rior lights, such as courtesy, dome, trunk
and glove box. 

In addition, Vision LEDs were designed
to be highly resistant to the extreme heat
and vibrations that threaten standard
incandescent bulbs, thereby increasing
their durability and longevity.

n Get routine vision checkups. 
Vision checkups are necessary for all

drivers, but especially so for aging
motorists. 

According to the American Optometric
Association, the diminished vision that
many drivers experience when driving at
night increases with age, highlighting the
importance of annual vision checkups. 

The AOA also recommends that drivers
minimize distractions when driving at
night so they can better focus on the road
ahead.

n Make your vehicle more visible. 
Even drivers who are comfortable driv-

ing at night must share the roads with
other motorists, who may not be as
relaxed driving after sundown. Philips
Vision LEDs turn on instantly and can be
installed as replacements for manufactur-
ers’ brake and taillights, side markers,
turn signals and back up lights, making
vehicles more visible to fellow motorists
and greatly decreasing reaction time. 

Brighter and therefore more visible to

fellow drivers than standard incandescent
bulbs, Vision LEDs employ instant-on
response technology that can reduce brak-
ing distance by up to 20 feet at speeds as
high as 75 miles per hour. 

Drivers who are uncomfortable driving
at night can employ several strategies to
alleviate that discomfort. 

———
www.philips.com/visionled. 
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Always have the cause of a flashing
“check engine” light investigated right away
to prevent damage to important compo-
nents that can greatly increase the cost of
repairs.

AAA Approved Auto Repair facilities can
diagnose “check engine” light problems and
provide a full range of vehicle maintenance
and repair services. Approved Auto Repair
shops meet 

AAA’s high standards for customer care
and technical proficiency. To locate a shop
near you, look for the AAA Approved Auto
Repair logo or visit www.AAA.com/repair.

See and be Seen: 

See better at night, be more 

visible to fellow motorists 
(MS) — Though fewer cars are on the

road at night than during the daytime,
driving at night is still dangerous. In
fact, the National Safety Council notes
that drivers’ risk of being in fatal car
crashes is three times greater at night
than it is during the daytime. 

While a host of factors combine to
make driving at night less safe than driv-
ing during the daytime, poor nighttime
visibility is one of the biggest contribu-
tors to driver discomfort at night. 

Depth perception, color recognition
and peripheral vision can diminish at
night. Though many drivers recognize
that their own visibility is compromised
at night, few may consider that others
motorists’ nighttime visibility is similarly
affected. 

Fortunately, there are a handful of
ways that drivers can improve their visi-
bility and make themselves more visible
to fellow motorists when operating motor
vehicles after the sun goes down.
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HARRY

HOLLINGS

works to re-align

the wheels on

this vehicle, to

keep it from tak-

ing any detours

left or right,

instead going

straight on to a

relaxing vacation

destination.

Ethanol can impact your engine 
(NewsUSA) — When consumers fill their

tanks at the gas  station, they will see signs
reading "may contain 10 percent Ethanol.
However, many don't know what this means or
how it can affect their engine performance. 

Ethanol-blended fuel has become standard
in the United States, and the Environmental
Protection Agency recently mandated an
increase in the amount of ethanol added to
fuel;, meaning, it is even more important that
consumers understand the pros and cons of
Ethanol. 

Ethanol is a biofuel distilled from corn and
sugar that has many benefits, including reduc-
ing greenhouse emissions and lowering the
cost of fuel at the pump.

However, ethanol-blended fuel can also have
negative side effects on your car, boat and
small engines, such as lawnmowers and snow-
blowers, over time. Some signs that ethanol is
affecting your engine's performance include: 

n Efficiency: Ethanol-blended fuel's lower
energy efficiency may reduce fuel economy of
your engine. 

n Stalling: Ethanol can cause engine stalling
if the water in the ethanol separates from the
gasoline and floods the engine. This problem is
most likely in engines that sit unused for long
periods of time.

n Corrosion: Ethanol can contribute to cor-
rosion of fuel tanks and other components,
and  the risk is even greater with small engines
with aluminum parts.  

n Clogging: Ethanol can loosen debris in the
fuel line that leads to clogs.

Fortunately, there are several easy things

you can do to help protect your engine from
ethanol-related side effects.

n Treatment: Using a non-alcohol based fuel
stabilizer and treatment product, such as
STA-BIL 360 Performance, can help protect
gas-powered engines. A stabilizer may be espe-
cially  beneficial for engines that sit for long
periods without starting. Stabilizers are
designed to absorb the excess water that may
be present if ethanol begins to separate from
gasoline and protect the insides of the fuel
tank and parts. 

n Turn it on: Start up your stored classic
car, boat and seasonal equipment, such as
lawn mowers  a few times during the off-sea-
son months to make sure they are running
smoothly. 

n Tank it up: Cars, lawn mowers, snow
blowers, boats, and other gasoline-powered
tools and vehicles should keep their tanks at
95 percent full with fuel, and add a fuel stabi-
lizer if they are to sit unused for a long time.
This strategy helps prevent condensation while
allowing room for expansion in warmer weath-
er. 

n Trust your source: Buy fuel from a rep-
utable gas station. A station with a quick
turnover of their products helps ensure that
the gasoline is fresh.

n Test the lines: Rubber fuel lines dating
from before the mid-1980s should be inspect-
ed. 

These lines may not be compatible with
ethanol-blended fuel, and may need to be
replaced.

www.sta-bil.com. 



NASHVILLE – The Tennessee Motor Vehicle
Commission encourages consumers to know
the signs of odometer tampering, a crime
that involves the reduction of mileage on a
vehicle to inflate its value.

Odometer fraud affects consumers in two
ways. First, a person may pay considerably
more than the vehicle is worth. Second, they
will believe that they have purchased a rela-
tively safe, low-mileage vehicle when the
vehicle is actually high mileage and poten-
tially unsafe.

“Investigating a car’s history before buying
can help protect both your wallet and your
well-being,” said Motor Vehicle Commission
Executive Director Paula Shaw. “To avoid
falling victim to odometer tampering, we urge
Tennesseans to always conduct thorough
research before purchasing a vehicle.”

The Tennessee Motor Vehicle Commission,
which is a part of the Department of
Commerce & Insurance’s Regulatory Boards,
offers the following guidelines to help identify
signs of odometer tampering:

1.  Compare the mileage on the odometer
with the mileage number on all available
past vehicle titles, maintenance records, or
inspection records. Check the last oil change
sticker and look for paperwork that might be
in the glovebox detailing repairs with dates
and mileage information. The vehicle title will
contain the odometer reading from when the
vehicle was sold and the date. Does the cur-
rent reading seem reasonable compared to
this information? Consumers should also
consider obtaining a vehicle history report
from a third party provider.

2.   Evaluate the wear and tear of the vehi-
cle (brakes, tires, etc.) to see if it is consis-
tent with the mileage number displayed on
the odometer. 

The interior of the car also has a story to
tell.  Examine the usage and wear of the
wheel, gear lever and pedals and compare
this to the mileage number on the odometer.
Consumers should also consider having the
vehicle inspected by a trusted mechanic for
these potential red flags.                                          

3.   Most automobiles will be operated an
average of at least 15,000 miles per year.
Multiply the age of the vehicle by 15,000. If
the mileage reading on the odometer is sig-
nificantly lower than the sum of that calcula-

tion you should exam the vehicle closely and
compare to the other factors. If it is signifi-
cantly higher that could be an indicator that
the vehicle has been used as a fleet, rental,
or other type of commercial vehicle.

4.  For vehicles with a traditional mechan-
ical odometer, check to see if the numbers
are aligned evenly and are readable. Crooked
numbers or numbers that contain gaps are
often an indication of odometer fraud.
Flickering numbers on a digital odometer can
be an indicator of tampering or other electri-
cal problems.

5.   Check the vehicle identification num-
ber on the driver’s side dash and compare it
to the number on the sticker on the driver’s
side door jam. They should match. If they do
not, this could be an indicator of odometer or
other types of vehicle fraud.

Odometer fraud is a criminal offense. If
you suspect odometer tampering has taken
place, report it immediately to local and state
authorities.

All vehicle history reports list how many
owners a vehicle has had in the past. In gen-
eral, the more owners a vehicle has had, the
more risk you're assuming as the buyer.
Vehicles that tend to change hands often are
less likely to have been well maintained.

In addition to how many owners a car has
had, look at who those owners were.
Vehicles that were once owned by a rental
car company, for instance, were likely not
treated very well, as few people care how
much abuse their rental car endures.
However, a car once owned by a rental
agency likely has lots of highway miles on it,
and such driving is less taxing on a vehicle
than city driving where the vehicle's engine
is stopping and starting more frequently.

n Specifics: 
Just because a seller provides you with a

vehicle history report does not necessarily
mean that report matches up with the vehi-
cle you might be buying. 

A dishonest seller might try to pass off the
history report of another vehicle of the same
make and model as his own. This is done to
hide a suspect vehicle history or even when
thieves are selling a stolen car to an unsus-
pecting buyer. 

Check the vehicle identification number,
or VIN, on the vehicle to ensure the car
you're looking at matches the car on the his-
tory report. In addition, each vehicle history
report describes the car, so if the description
does not match you might be holding an
inaccurate report.

n Location: 
The vehicle history report will show where

the car has lived over the years. Vehicles
that have spent ample time in harsh weath-
er, such as Alaska or another region with a
prolonged winter, have likely had their share
of weather-related wear and tear, more so
than a car driven in warmer climates. While
this does not mean past owners didn't prop-
erly maintain the car, some buyers might be
wary of purchasing a vehicle that has
endured too many harsh winters.

n Physical appearance: 
Does the physical appearance of the car

match up with its history report? Sometimes
a vehicle owner does not report when a car
has been in an accident. Owners might do
this to avoid higher insurance premiums or

to mask the vehicle's history because they
intend to sell the car down the road. If a car
exhibits any signs of body work that aren't
on its history report or if the car drives awk-
wardly but has supposedly not been in an
accident, buyers should consider this a
major red flag and strongly consider walking
away from the vehicle and continuing their
search elsewhere.

A vehicle history report can calm the fears
of a buyer shopping for a preowned vehicle.
But even when a report is made available,
buyers should still examine the report close-
ly to ensure the vehicle is all it's cracked up
to be.   

(MS) — A vehicle history report can be a
used car buyer's best friend. Whereas in the
past buyers bought used cars and hoped for
the best, today's used car buyers can rely on
a vehicle history report to tell them all about
the vehicle while helping buyers make more
informed decisions. 

When shopping for a preowned vehicle,
you should always ask for a vehicle history

report, regardless of whether you're buying
from a dealership or a private citizen. If the
seller refuses, it's time to look elsewhere.
When a seller eagerly provides a vehicle his-
tory report, buyers should examine a few
things on the report so they can be more
comfortable should they ultimately purchase
the vehicle.

n Number of previous owners: 
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(MS) — Seasoned do-it-yourselfers and
mechanics know that DIY projects and
working on cars and trucks can sometimes
be messy business. While work stations can
often be cleaned in a matter of minutes,
grease and other stains on clothing can
linger for some time, even remaining in the
washing machine long after wash cycles
have ended.

Combating grease stains and their result-
ing odors has long been a problem for
DIYers, auto mechanics and technicians.
But there are ways to get the better of
grease and even prevent future stains.

n Act instantly. 
Allowing grease stains to linger on cloth-

ing can make them harder to remove.
Professional mechanics and weekend DIYers
should check their work gear for stains
when they finish working for the day, imme-
diately treating any areas that have been
blemished by grease or other stains. The
quicker such stains are treated, the less
likely they are to set and become perma-

nent.
n Treat stains with specialized deter-

gents. 
Ordinary laundry detergents may effec-

tively combat everyday stains, but such
products are often ineffective at treating the
stains and grease that technicians’ work
clothes are vulnerable to. Permatex®, a
leading innovator in chemical technology for
automotive maintenance and repair and the
maker of Fast Orange® hand cleaners, has
developed Fast Orange Grease X Mechanic’s
Laundry Detergent (www.fastorangelaun-
dry.com). Designed to quickly and effectively
remove grease, stains, tar, oil, automotive
fluids, and odors from technicians’ work
clothes, Fast Orange Grease X features a
built-in pretreater  that is powerful enough
to remove up to 99 percent of automotive
stains and odors. Ideal for professional
mechanics and automotive hobbyists alike,
this specially formulated detergent also dis-
integrates grease and soil as it cleans,
ensuring no residual grease remains in the

washing machine after each load.
n Maintain a clean work area. Stains are

a fact of life for mechanics, DIYers and hob-
byists, but maintaining a clean, clutter-free
work area can reduce the risk of accidents
that lead to staining. Clean work areas at
the end of each workday or DIY session,
being sure to put all tools and gas cans
away. 

n Take steps to prevent future stains. 
New projects tend to excite DIYers,

mechanics and automotive hobbyists. But
before diving into a new project, profession-
als and novices alike can take steps to pre-
vent the stains that can form as they learn
on the job. Research how to approach a new
project to reduce the likelihood of accidental
spills. Washing work clothes with Fast
Orange Grease X can even make work
clothes less vulnerable to future stains.

“When formulating Fast Orange Grease X,
we added a proprietary soil release/antistat-
ic agent that repels future soil and stains,”
said Permatex senior product manager Dan
Clarke.

Stains and spills come with the territory
of automotive and DIY work. But mechanics
and DIY enthusiasts can employ several
strategies to get the better of grease and
other stains.   
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Getting the better of grease: How DIYers 

and mechanics can combat grease and stains  

How to maintain car value 

over the long term  
(MS) — When shopping for a new car,

savvy buyers know finding the right car
involves more than just finding the most
comfortable or flashy vehicle. Numerous fac-
tors, including resale value, determine what
makes a car the right car for a particular
buyer.

Various websites and automotive resources
rank vehicles based on their potential resale
value, and drivers can do much to ensure
their cars and trucks maintain that resale
value over the long-term.

n Pay attention to the exterior. 
Much like homes with strong curb appeal

can help homeowners get the best price for
their homes when those homes are on the
market, vehicles that look good can make
strong first impressions on prospective buy-
ers. 

Address any dings or dents on the car
before putting it on the market, and make
sure the car gets a thorough washing and
waxing prior to showcasing it for potential
buyers. 

Upon purchasing new vehicles, drivers
with their minds on maintaining resale val-
ues can park their cars or trucks in garages
as often as possible to protect them from the
elements. 

In addition, when parking in public, avoid
tight parking spaces that can increase the
likelihood that other drivers will ding or dent
the vehicle when entering or exiting their
own cars.

n Protect the interior. 
A well-maintained interior will impress

buyers on multiple levels. 
Preowned buyers may feel more comfort-

able buying cars with well-maintained interi-
ors that still make them feel as if they’re
buying a new vehicle. 

Vehicles with well-maintained interiors
also give buyers the impression that sellers
care about the vehicle and prioritized main-
tenance. 

Avoid eating in the car, and immediately
address any spills or stains. 

When taking the vehicle to a car wash,
spend the extra money to have the interior
cleaned as well. Seat covers can help protect
cloth and leather interiors from spills, stains
and cracking.

n Keep maintenance receipts. 
Another way to maintain resale value is to

keep all maintenance receipts from the
moment the vehicle is purchased. 

Preowned vehicle buyers are making sub-
stantial investments when buying preowned
cars, and many will want to be certain
they’re investing in the right cars and trucks. 

Documentation with regards to the vehi-
cle’s maintenance can assuage any fears
buyers may have and help sellers get the
most money possible when putting their cars
on the market. 

Maintaining resale value is a concern for
new car buyers who want to get the best
returns on their automotive investments.  
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Drive more efficiently 
(MS) Many people aspire to drive more

efficiently in an attempt to conserve fuel,
save money and reduce the carbon foot-
prints of their vehicles. 

But driving efficiently can also make
driving safer for motorists, their passen-
gers and everyone else, including pedes-
trians, sharing the roads.

Drivers who want to drive more effi-
ciently can implement a variety of strate-
gies to do just that.

n Obey the speed limits. 
Speed limits are determined with safe-

ty in mind, and drivers should always
adhere to posted speed limits to protect
themselves, their passengers and others
on the road. 

The U.S. Department of
Transportation notes that, in 2015, 27
percent of motor vehicle crash deaths
were speeding-related. But according to
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, obeying the speed limit is also
cost-effective. 

The EPA notes that miles per gallon
begins to dip dramatically when vehicles
travel above 55 miles per hour. 

While each vehicle is different, the
EPA notes that increasing highway
cruising speed from 55 miles per hour to
75 miles per hour can raise fuel con-
sumption by as much as 20 percent. 

n Do not idle a vehicle. 
The Environmental Defense Fund

notes that electronic engines do not
need to warm up, even in winter when

temperatures are especially cold. 
Vehicles that are idling can produce as

much pollution as vehicles that are in
motion, and idling for as little as 10 sec-
onds wastes more gas than restarting
the engine. 

Drivers concerned about overtaxing
their engines shortly after starting them
can warm their engines by easing into
their drives and avoiding excessive
revving.

n Use cruise control wisely.
Drivers concerned about fuel econo-

my may be accustomed to turning on
their vehicles’ cruise control when driv-
ing long distances on the highway. 

While that is an effective and fuel-effi-
cient way to maintain steady speeds,
turn cruise control off when traversing
roads with steep hills. 

On such roads, fuel efficiency can be
lost because the vehicle engine is work-
ing harder to maintain steady speeds.

n Tighten the gas cap. 
When gas caps are loose, fuel evapo-

rates. 
The Car Care Council notes that loose,

missing or damaged gas caps contribute
to the evaporation of roughly 147 million
gallons of gas per year. That’s both
wasteful and costly. 

When filling up at the gas station,
turn the cap until your hear it click.

Driving efficiently can make roadways
safer, benefit the environment and save
drivers considerable amounts of money.  

EffEctivEly Employing cruise control when driving on highways can improve fuel

economy.
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