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Forecast

Around Town

Index

Cloudy Saturday with a 50 per-
cent chance of showers and a high
near 58. South wind at about 5
mph. Christmas Eve will arrive with
a 30 percent chance of showers,
mainly before midnight. Low will be
about 48.

On Christmas morning, looking
for partly sunny skies with an
unseasonably warm high of about
68. Low Sunday night will be 55.

Looking into the early week,
expect a 20 percent chance of
showers on Monday and 50 per-
cent on Tuesday. Daytime highs will
remain in the upper 50s and low
60s for much of the week.
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Larry Green graciously taking
the time to make a phone call in
spite of a busy pre-Christmas
schedule ... Cameron Fisher
excited about the newest addition
to the ever-changing Greenway ...
Joe McCullough and Steve
Crittenden working to erect a new
exhibit for the entire community’s
enjoyment ... Mike Smith sending
along an important reminder.

North Lee students reach out to others

By CHRISTY ARMSTRONG 
Banner Staff Writer 

When a school bus crash in
Chattanooga took the lives of six students
and injured several others in November,
the tragedy sent ripples through the area’s
education community. 

Wishing to turn their sadness for the
Woodmore Elementary School students
and their families into something positive,
students and families at North Lee
Elementary School decided to do what
they could to help. 

“Our students were so touched by the
tragedy at Woodmore,” North Lee Principal
Dana Yost said. “We decided the best way
for us to help was to support an organiza-

tion which has been helping the families
directly.” 

The school decided to collect items for
the Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Greater Chattanooga. The nonprofit
organization operates a facility which pro-
vides free lodging for the families of chil-
dren facing long hospitalizations or a peri-
od of frequent hospital treatment away
from home. 

Students in North Lee’s Junior Beta
Club took the lead in collecting items for
the Ronald McDonald House from families
at the school as they dropped off and
picked up students daily. 

Starting a few days after the Nov. 21

By CHRISTY ARMSTRONG 
Banner Staff Writer 

Students at North Lee Elementary
School recently stepped up in response to
the recent wildfires that ravaged the
Gatlinburg area. 

The fire swept through Nov. 28, destroy-
ing or damaging 2,400 structures, devas-
tating 17,000 acres of woodlands and
killing 14 people. Before they got out for
Christmas break, two classes at North Lee
rallied to help the families who were dis-
placed.

Principal Dana Yost said two classes at
the school led the charge to collect items
to help with disaster-relief efforts. 

“Two of our students are actually from

Sevierville originally, so it was meaningful
to be part of helping a community close to
the hearts of those in the North Lee com-
munity,” said Yost. 

North Lee parent Dr. Lori West, a pro-
fessor at Lee University, told Yost about
her children’s connection to the area
which had been affected by the wildfire.
Their discussion led to the idea of starting
a drive for donations. 

West said the family “with full support
from” Yost asked third-grade teacher
Anthony Simmons and fourth-grade
teacher Logan Hamsley to help organize a
drive.

The teachers sent fliers home with the

Christmas
comes to
tornado
victims
in Polk

By BRIAN GRAVES
Banner Staff Writer

If you ask members of the
Ocoee community if there is a
Bethlehem Star in today’s world,
they would no doubt point toward
the Conasauga Masonic Lodge
#396.

From its light of compassion
and generosity, the doors of the
lodge and the hearts of the mem-
bers have remained wide open
through the minutes, hours, days
and weeks since a series of torna-
does devastated much of the
Southeast Tennessee region, one
of which hit Polk County.

Just when it might have been
thought they had done enough,
they decided to go a step further.

The lodge hosted a Christmas
dinner Friday for the community
— one with all the fixings — total-
ly free of charge for anyone who
wanted to drop in.

If they also needed a fruit bas-
ket, some food or a few toys for
Christmas, they were there for the
taking with no questions asked
and a prayer offered.

“Conasauga Lodge is based on
charity and community,” said
Worshipful Master Mike Johnson.
“When there is a time of need in
crises like this, we like to get out
there and help out the people in
our community.”

Johnson said the day after the
tornadoes, the lodge was opened
to set up a staging area for the
first responders.

“They used this for three days

An act of goodwill
by Masonic Lodge

Beware, Cleveland! Jack Frost
discovered checking out area

By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Staff Writer

If the temperatures have seemed a
little hot and cold lately, there is
most certainly an explanation for
that — one that doesn’t involve cli-
mate change, global warming or even
the first day of winter.

The “King of the Cold,” Mr. Jack
Frost, has apparently chosen
Cleveland as his winter retreat.

Rumored sightings of the Chillmaster
himself have been pouring in from all
corners of Cleveland and Bradley
County.

Having grown up in Michigan,
Jack Frost is someone this reporter
has become quite familiar with. When
I heard the tales of his misadven-
tures and saw the evidence for
myself, it became apparent that the

Ingrams credit hospital
with saving loved one

By ALLEN MINCEY
Banner Staff Writer

It was the best Christmas present the
Ingram family could hope for, made
possible by several at Tennova
Healthcare-Cleveland.

Wendell Ingram suffered a heart
attack, and actually “died” on Nov. 3. It
was a time that his sister remembered
well.

“Our family received the phone call
no family wants to receive,” Lisa
DeFriece said of alarming news about
her brother Wendell. “I answered the
phone around 2:30 a.m. My dad said, ‘I
think Wendell is having a heart attack.’

Both of our parents had been very sick
for about a week. I told my dad for him
and Mom to stay in bed; I would let him
know as soon as possible what was
going on. I honestly don’t remember
from the moments of hanging up the
phone and walking into Tennova’s ER,
other than praying I wasn’t going to get
pulled over from running the red lights I
had come upon.”

DeFriece said that as she entered the
emergency room, Wendell’s best friend,
Mark Truelove and Wendell’s daughter
Brook Bishop met her.

“I knew by the tears and the look on

Contributed illustration by Cassie Berry

JACK FROST RECENTLY chose Cleveland as a
quick vacation spot in between all of his pressing win-
ter work. In this artist’s rendering, Frost is seen kicking
back and relaxing before getting back to work on a
Christmas winter storm, most likely much farther north.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

THE INGRAM FAMILY hosted a special reception to thank those at Tennova Healthcare - Cleveland who helped bring Wendell
Ingram back to life after suffering a heart attack. From left are Brenda Reynolds, aunt; Holly Guthrie, sister; Emma Grace Guthrie,
niece; Mark Truelove, best friend; Brandi Bivens, niece; Lisa DeFriece, sister; Cara Ingram, daughter-in-law; Coty Ingram, son;
Delaney Ingram, grandbaby; Wendell Ingram; Harlow Ingram, grandbaby; Dr. Jesse Coleman, Tennova; Valerie Bachert, Tennova;
Bettie Ingram, mother; Lee Ingram, father; and Paula Shell, sister. Wendell Ingram has a brother, Joey Ingram, who was unable to
attend the reception as he had to work that day.

THANK-YOU, TENNOVA!

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

WENDELL INGRAM holds his grandkids —
Delaney, left, and Harlow at a special reception
held by his family at Tennova, where he was
brought back to life after suffering a heart
attack. Harlow was born 10 days after Ingram’s
attack.

Only good
news today
on front page

In observance of the mira-
cle of Christmas, the
Cleveland Daily Banner
today presents its annual
salute to the good news of
the day!

On our front page readers
will find nothing but positive
news. Most of it involves the
good deeds of a loving
Cleveland and Bradley
County community and sur-
rounding areas; and at least
one story presents a fictitious
look at the holiday based on
the imagination of one of our
talented staff writers.

Today, you will find no
Page 1 news about crime,
disasters and unbalanced
budgets. These will be rele-
gated to the inside pages
where they belong during
such a joyous time as
Christmas! We hope readers
enjoy our staff’s efforts.

Although this Sunday edi-
tion is being distributed a day
early in order to allow our
employees the chance to
spend time with their families
on Christmas Day, our nor-
mal circulation schedule will
resume Monday.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

— The Publisher

THE KIDS OF WOODMORE THE FAMILIES OF GATLINBURG

See JACK FROST, Page 8

See WOODMORE, Page 8

See TENNOVA, Page 10

See GATLINBURG, Page 10

Basket Fund
exceeds goal
of $24,000!

From Staff Reports

Some $3,440 in donations were
received this week to help push
the William Hall Rodgers
Christmas Basket Fund over its
$24,000 goal.

This year, the basket fund was
able to give both a ham and a
baking hen in its boxes of food

See BASKET, Page 8

See POLK, Page 8



LOS ANGELES (AP) — Carrie
Fisher, beloved by legions of fans
for nearly 40 years since she
first walked the corridors of a
“Star Wars” spacecraft as
Princess Leia Organa, is being
treated in an intensive care unit
after a serious medical emer-
gency on a flight, according to
her brother.

Todd Fisher told The
Associated Press on Friday night
that his sister was receiving
excellent care, but said that he
could not classify her condition.
He had earlier told the AP that
she had been stabilized and was
out of the emergency room.

In a subsequent interview he
said many details about her con-
dition or what caused the med-
ical emergency are unknown,
and much of what had been
reported was speculation.
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Court upholds conviction of
Maurice Johnson in 1999
Valentine’s Day triple murder

By ALLEN MINCEY
Banner Staff Writer

The conviction of Maurice
Johnson in the 1999 Valentine’s
Day triple murder in Cleveland
has been upheld.

Judge Don Ash issued his rul-
ing on the post-conviction
request for three counts of felony
first-degree murder in the
deaths of O.J. Blair, Cayci
Higgins and Dawn Rogers. 

The three victims had been
shot to death in their apartment
off 20th Street N.E., according to
Cleveland Police reports.
Johnson, Twanna “Tart” Blair
and Michael Younger were
accused of the homicides, with
only Johnson being convicted of
the crime so far. All three of the
victims had been shot in the
head or neck, police reported.

Ash issued his ruling earlier
this month, and the 10th
Judicial District Attorney
General’s office was notified, by
mail, of his ruling last week.

“We are very pleased with
Judge Ash's ruling,” said District
Attorney General Steve Crump.

“This case had many signifi-
cant legal issues that we had to
litigate. While I tried the post
conviction case, Assistant
District Attorney Brooklynn
Townsend did much of the brief-
ing work both before and after
the trial. Her efforts were a key
component to effectively advo-
cating this case.”

Johnson received three life
without parole sentences for the
homicides, court records report-
ed.

“I am glad to see this result for
the families of Dawn Rogers,
Cayci Higgins and O. J. Blair,”
Crump said. “They have suffered

a long time and I am glad to have
one more hurdle behind them.” 

Johnson also had received a
25-year sentence for especially-
aggravated robbery. All of the
convictions were to be served
concurrently.

The court ruled the conviction
on the robbery count would not
be imposed, leaving Johnson
with only the three murder con-
victions. Each of the defendants’
cases were severed from each
other.

Johnson appealed the murder
convictions and conviction on
the robbery charge. The court
concluded there was insufficient
evidence to support the robbery
conviction, but affirmed the con-
viction on the three murders.

During the trial, different law
enforcement officials testified.
These testimonies were a portion
of the basis of Johnson’s post-
conviction request.

“During the post conviction
trial, I sought to focus the court
on the evidence that was pre-
sented. Former District Attorney
Richard Fisher represented the
State of Tennessee very well in
the original trial,” Crump said.

The District Attorney General
said while he is pleased for the
families of the victims in the
triple murder, he feels investiga-
tion and resolution is not yet
complete. 

“We will continue to seek jus-
tice for the victims,” Crump said.
“We are convinced that more
people were involved in the
homicides and we will not stop
until we can identify and prose-
cute them. I anticipate our new
Cold Case Task Force will be
essential in continuing our
search for justice.”

Barbara J. Adams
Barbara J. Adams, 77, a resi-

dent of Riceville, went to her
“Heavenly Home” with her family
by her side on Thursday, Dec. 22,
2016.  

She dedicated her life to help-
ing others, retiring from Bradley
County Nursing Home and ABC
Home Health. She was a mem-
ber of North Cleveland Church of
God.  

She was preceded in death by
her father, Charles Tinsley; broth-
er, Charles Tinsley Jr.; and
daughter, Brenda Mullinax.

Survivors include her mother,
Willie Tinsley; children: Jean Kell
and husband, David, Lisa Morris
and husband, Charles, and
Glenda Zumstein Culbertson and
husband, Hoyt; grandchildren:
Charles Layne, Veronica
Woodman, Kevin McCollum,
Tekisha Hauk, Daniel Zumstein,
Justin Zumstein, Michael
Woodman, Bryan Woodman and
Rhonda Wheaton; 12 great-
grandchildren; brother, Bill
Tinsley and wife, Mary; sister,
Sharon Bowen and husband,
Stacie; several nieces and
nephews; and special friend,
Evelyn Albritton.

A private family graveside
service was held Friday, Dec. 23,
2016, in Sunset Memorial
Gardens.

Ralph Buckner Funeral Homes
had charge of arrangements.

The family  gives special
appreciation to the staff at
Hospice of Chattanooga and
special caretaker, Nickie Walden.

We invite you to send a mes-
sage of condolence and view the
Adams family guestbook at
www.ralphbuckner.com.

Barbara Bullington
Barbara Bullington, 79, of

Cleveland, died Friday, Dec. 23,
2016, at a local hospital. 

Survivors and Remembrance
of Life arrangements will be
announced by Jim Rush Funeral
and Cremation Services. 

William Roland Fitch
William Roland Fitch, 82, a

resident of Cleveland, passed
away on Thursday, Dec. 23,
2016, in a local hospital.  

He was of the Baptist faith and
a veteran of The United States
Army. 

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Ruby Fitch; brothers:
Wayne and Richard Wilson; and
sister, Mary Wilson. 

He is survived by his children:
Andrew Elliott Fitch and wife,
Karen Gladson Fitch, of
Cleveland, and Anna Marie
Wilson of Crandall, Ga.; two
grandchildren: Jessica Wilson of
Crandall, Ga., and Tyler Fitch of
Cleveland; sister, Polly Fitch
Chirumbolo of Phoenix, Ariz.; first
cousin, Jerry Wilson of Canton,
Ohio; and several nieces and
nephews.

The funeral will be conducted
at 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 26, 2016,
in the chapel of Ralph Buckner
Funeral Home.  

Interment will be held 11:30
a.m. Tuesday at the Chattanooga
National Cemetery with military
honors.

The family will receive friends
from 4 to 5 p.m. Monday at the

funeral home prior to the service.
We invite you to send a mes-

sage of condolence and view the
Fitch family guestbook at
www.ralphbuckner.com.

Carolyn Glenn
Carolyn Glenn, 63, of

Cleveland, died on Friday, Dec.
23, 2016, at her home.

Survivors and arrangements
will be announced by Companion
Funeral Home.

Richard Gregory
Richard Anthony Eugene

“Tony” Gregory, 60, of Cleveland,
died on Monday, Dec. 18, 2016,
in the comfort of his daughter's
home in Evensville.

He was preceded in death by
his father, Eugene Gregory;
mother, Carolyn Metcalf Gregory;
and brothers, Mark Gregory and
Michael Gregory.

Survivors include his wife,
Sharolina Innis Gregory, of
Cleveland; son, Joshua Gregory,
Estill Springs; two daughters:
Shaina Michelle Housley-
Gregory Morales, Evensville, and
Alissa Nanette Housley-Gregory,
Cleveland; two stepdaughters:
Sabrina Cartwright and Kayla
Cartwright; sisters: Amy Forrest
Gregory and Wanda Coberly
Gregory; brother, Phillip Gregory;
four grandchildren; and eight
stepgrandchildren.

The memorial service will be
held Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2016,
at 11 a.m. in Galilee Baptist
Church, 665 Old Chattanooga
Pike in Cleveland.

Arrangements are made by
Covenant Funeral & Crematory;
Crox family owned and operated,
www.CovenantFuneral.com.

David N. Morgan Sr.
David N. Morgan Sr., 62, a res-

ident of Cleveland, passed away
on Thursday, Dec. 22, 2016, at
his home. 

He was a great warrior against
GBM 4 (brain cancer), and
because of promises from Jesus
Christ, David came out victori-
ous.

He owned and operated
"Stripes Plus" in Cleveland, for
37 years. He was known as the
"Stripe Man."

His loving family includes his
beloved wife, who adored David
and thought of him as the love of
her life for 22 years, Lynn
Morgan; granddaughters he
raised as his own: Katherine T.
Greene and Alyssa P. Greene;
son, David N. Morgan Jr. and his
wife, Amanda; daughter, Ginger
Morgan; stepdaughter, Heather
Greene and her husband,
Robert; stepson, Joshua Daniels
and his wife, Andrea; 10 grand-
children; and numerous other
extended family members.

A memorial service was held
on Saturday, Dec. 24, 2016, at
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses in Benton.

A special appreciation is
extended to Margin of CNA; Jill, a

nurse; and Dawn, a social worker
of Hospice of Chattanooga.

You are encouraged to share a
memory of David and/or your
personal condolences with his
family by visiting his memorial
web page and guestbook at
www.companionfunerals.com.

Companion Funeral Home and
the Cody family are honored to
assist the Morgan family with his
arrangements. 

Glenn D. Murray
Glenn D. Murray, 61, of

Cleveland, died Thursday, Dec.
22, 2016, in a local hospital.

Survivors and funeral arrange-
ments will be announced by Jim
Rush Funeral and Cremation
Services, Wildwood Avenue
Chapel.

Jimmy Joe Stamps
Jimmy Joe Stamps, 71, of

Cleveland, passed away on
Friday, Dec. 23, 2016. 

He was a graduate of
Tennessee Technological
University where he received a
degree in business administration.
After graduation he served as a
first lieutenant in the United States
Army. During that time he served
in the Vietnam War as a Ranger,
where he received the Purple
Heart. 

He retired from an accom-
plished business career after 30-
plus years of service. Jim was a
member of the Peerless Road
Church of God of Prophecy, an
avid Tennessee Volunteer fan,
and the best “Papa” to his beloved
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Earl F. Stamps and
Reba Nichols Stamps.

Survivors include his wife of 42
years, Elsie Wyatt Stamps of
Cleveland; children: Tonya
Stamps of Cookeville, Jimmy Joe
Stamps II of Atlanta and Amy Kier
and husband, Ken, of Cleveland;
grandchildren: Wyatt Kier and
Lauren Kier, both of Cleveland;
sister, Linda Ragland of
Cookeville; “other sister.” Donna
Risch of Cleveland, “other daugh-
ter,” Jennifer Risch of Knoxville;
and several uncles, nieces, and
nephews.

The funeral will be conducted at
1 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2016,
at Keith Street Ministries Church
of God of Prophecy in Cleveland
with the Rev. Adrian Varlack offici-
ating. 

Interment will follow in Sunset
Memorial Gardens. Kenneth Kier,
Wyatt Kier, Richard Creasy, Mark
Wyatt, Mark Kirk and Doyle
Hughes will serve as pallbearers.  

His family will receive friends
from 4 to 8 p.m. Monday at Fike-
Randolph Funeral Home in
Cleveland.

The family requests that memo-
rials be made in Jim’s memory to
the Wounded Warrior Project, P.O.
Box 758517, Topeka, Kansas
66675 or visit: support.wounded-
warriorproject.org.

We invite you to send a mes-
sage of condolence and view the
Stamps family guestbook at
www.fikefh.com.

Lenus F. Watson
Lenus F. Watson, 88, of

Cleveland, died Wednesday,
Dec. 21, 2016, at his home. 

A Remembrance of Life serv-
ice will be held Tuesday, Dec. 27,
2016, at 2 p.m. from Jim Rush
Funeral and Cremation Services
North Ocoee Chapel. 

The family will receive friends
from 11:30 a.m. until 2 p.m., the
service hour, at the funeral home. 

Survivors and other
Remembrance of Life arrange-
ments will be announced by the
funeral home. 

LOTTERY
NUMBERS

(AP) - These lotteries were
drawn Friday:

TENNESSEE

Cash 3 Evening: 1-3-9, Lucky
Sum: 13

Cash 3 Midday: 5-9-6, Lucky
Sum: 20

Cash 3 Morning: 5-1-8
Cash 4 Evening: 5-8-3-7,

Lucky Sum: 23
Cash 4 Midday: 1-7-8-4, Lucky

Sum: 20
Cash 4 Morning: 3-1-4-8
Mega Millions: 21-30-39-60-

69, Mega Ball: 15, Megaplier: 5
Tennessee Cash: 04-12-22-26-

27, Bonus: 1

GEORGIA

5 Card Cash: KH-AS-2C-3H-2S
All or Nothing Day: 01-02-04-

05-09-10-12-13-15-19-21-22
All or Nothing Evening: 01-02-

06-07-08-09-10-11-13-14-22-24
All or Nothing Morning: 03-05-

06-07-09-10-12-13-16-20-21-22
All or Nothing Night: 01-02-03-

04-07-09-13-16-17-18-23-24
Cash 3 Evening: 4-5-5
Cash 3 Midday: 0-3-3
Cash 4 Evening: 2-4-2-4
Cash 4 Midday: 3-3-7-8
Fantasy 5: 02-12-17-20-41
Estimated jackpot: $763,000
Georgia FIVE Evening: 4-9-6-0-

1
Georgia FIVE Midday: 3-9-9-8-

5
Mega Millions: 21-30-39-60-

69, Mega Ball: 15, Megaplier: 5

CHURCH
ACTIVITIES

Galilee Baptist Church, 665
Old Chattanooga Pike will have
Christmas morning service cele-
brating Jesus’s birth at 10:30
a.m. There will be no Sunday
school. There will be a Candlelight
Communtion service at 6 tonight.

———
Southview Baptist Church is

offering a free to the community
Christmas Day Soup Kitchen from
1 to 4 p.m. today.  The church is
located at 553 13th St. S.E.
Cleveland Tn. 37311.  

———
Grace Way Chapel will have

services Sunday school  at 10
a.m., and worship at 11 a.m. and
6 p.m. The church is locaed at
221 14th St. N.E. 

Greg Cook and Brenda
Campbell, who are celebrating
birthdays Christmas Day.

IT’S A SPECIAL
DAY FOR ...

Driver in fatal Chattanooga 
bus crash given extra training

CHATTANOOGA (AP) — The
driver in a school bus crash
that killed six Chattanooga
children had been given addi-
tional training after previous
traffic accidents in the months
before the fatal wreck.

A Chattanooga newspaper
reports that the Johnthony
Walker’s bus hit a cement barri-
er as he made a right turn in
August and that his bus side-
swiped a vehicle the next
month.

According to 24-year-old
Walker’s personnel file obtained
by the newspaper, Durham also
had three written complaints
filed against him: One for fail-
ing to check for sleeping kids on
an afternoon route and two oth-
ers for being late to work.

David Duke, the CEO of bus
contractor Durham School

Services, has said there was
nothing alarming enough in
Walker’s file to merit termina-
tion before the Nov. 21 crash.

Duke said the company
would terminate a driver after a
crash “if it was a severe enough
accident and felt the individual
wasn’t capable of driving a
bus.”

Minor incidents happen with
big buses, Duke said. Following
the September crash, Walker’s
evaluation after receiving more
training said: “Drove calm.
Makes good turns.”

Authorities say Walker was
speeding when he wrecked on a
curvy Chattanooga road last
month, killing six and causing
12 others to be hospitalized. He
faces charges of vehicular
homicide, reckless driving and
reckless endangerment.

Carrie Fisher is in intensive
care after emergency on flight

Barbara Sue Woods
Barbara Sue Woods, 71, a res-

ident of Cleveland, passed away
on Wednesday afternoon, Dec.
21, 2016, in a local health care
facility.

She was born on Nov. 13,
1945, in Pearisburg, Va., a
daughter of the late Watha and
Frances Rice.

Sue was a retired florist. She
loved taking care of many flower
gardens and her beloved pets.

In addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by one
sister, Lynn Shubert; and one
brother, Bill Rice.

She leaves behind to cherish
her memory four children: Teresa
Ward (Randy), Tina Moses
(Mitch), Bobby Woods Jr. and
Misty Carey (Troy); six grandchil-
dren: Chynna Ward, Alyssa
Ward, Kacie Pendergrass, Logan
Pendergrass, Macy Carey and
Max Carey; four siblings: Phyllis
Woodward, Donald Rice, Nancy
Thompson and Jeanie Nuzzo;
and numerous other extended
family members and a host of
special friends.

A graveside service is planned
for Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2016, in
the Lee Cemetery in McDonald
at noon with Chaplin Coby Goins
officiating.

You are encouraged to share a
memory of Sue and/or your per-
sonal condolences with her fami-
ly by visiting her memorial web
page and guestbook at
www.companionfunerals.com.

Companion Funeral Home and
the Cody family are honored to
assist the Woods family with her
arrangements. 



By BRIAN GRAVES
Banner Staff Writer

The Merriam-Webster
Dictionary defines “community”
as “an interacting population of
various kinds of individuals in a
common location.”

Those words are not just a
cold, dry technical definition —
especially during the Christmas
season.

That also applies to the resi-
dents residing in the Blythe
Oldfield community, an area
which has recently gotten a
laser-like focus in regenerating
and renewing the spirit of com-
munity.

It is an effort that has been
taken head-on by the Blythe
Oldfield Community Association
and part of its people-oriented
goal is to get neighbors to know
one another as well as know
each other’s children.

With that in mind, the BOCA
recently hosted, in association
with Impact Cleveland, an
evening of fellowship called
Cookies with a Cop.

Meant to focus on the kids,
the message was much larger
then a selected group of young-
sters. It also held a message for
those of a more experienced age.

It was not a message of
despair. It is a message of hope.

The idea was that of BOCA
member Kim Marshall, who said
one of the primary points is for
the children to know that people
in law enforcement are their
friends.

“They are all part of our
Neighborhood Watch program,”
Marshall said. “Neighbors come
to our meetings of they feel
threatened or if they have
issues. We work through them
together.”

“Things are safer in a commu-
nity when we at least know who
our neighbors are and when we
can talk to our neighbors,” she
added.

During Cookies with a Cop,
those attending were asked to
sign a “wave pledge.”

“This is a ‘wave campaign,’”
Marshall said. “People have a
hard time just reaching out
because we have become so
used to not talking. We asked for
them to sign this and anytime
they see someone, just wave.
Get the communication started.”

“People are inherently good,”
she said. “We need to give per-
mission again to be kind to each
other and to just say hello.”

“Cookies with a Cop” provided
snacks and games for the
youngsters who attended and
even brought out CPD’s newest
dancing star, Officer Sean
Bulow, to dance a few steps.

Kids being kids, they were
more drawn to the goodies and
the games than to their public
protectors. But, the officers were
able to have small chats and
even hugs — showing the
youngsters a uniform and badge
are nothing to fear.

Dustin Tommey, executive
director of Impact Cleveland,
said events like Cookies with a
Cop does help to reinforce the
confidence and trust citizens
should have in law enforcement.

“Community members often
have an adversarial view of law
enforcement,” Tommey said.
“It’s like ‘they’ are out to get
‘us.’”

He said the goal of an event
like Cookies with a Cop is build-
ing “positive relationships.”

“The citizens need to know
they can trust the police, fire,
and codes departments,”
Tommey said. “When people
have a face and name they can
associate with a department
that serves us and the commu-
nity, they are more likely to have
faith in them and, ultimately,
that helps to improve the neigh-
borhood.”

Tommey said just as Impact
Cleveland is helping to restore
physical aspects of the commu-
nity, the event for the kids is one
to help “restore the spirit.”

“Restoring the spirit is proba-
bly as important if not more
important,” Tommey said.

“Physical revitalization is the
thing you can see and touch and
feel the most,” he said. “But, this
is social revitalization. When
local officers, pastors and resi-
dents are connecting with each
other, that’s restoring the spirit
of the neighborhood. It is a spirit

of community. We want the spir-
it of the community to feel proud
and safe.”

It also does not hurt to see
smiles on both the childrens’
and the police officers’ faces.
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 Jerry L.
 Rymer

 August 19th, 1950
 December 1st, 2013

 Merry 
 Christmas 

 to our 
 Angels

 in
 Heaven

 I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below, with 
 tiny lights like Heaven’s stars reflecting on the snow. The sight is 
 so spectacular, please wipe away that tear, because I’m spending 
 Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. I hear the many Christmas 
 songs that people hold so dear, but the sounds of music can’t 
 compare with the Christmas choir up here. I have no words to tell 
 you the joy their voices bring, it is beyond description to hear the 
 angels sing. I know how much you miss me I see the pain inside 
 your heart, but its only for a while that we will be apart. I’ll ask 
 Him to light your spirits as I tell Him of your love. So, please pray 
 for one another as you lift your eyes above. I can’t tell you of the 
 splendor or the peace here in this place, can you imagine 
 Christmas with our Savior face to face! Please let your hearts be 
 joyful and let your spirits sing, I’m spending Christmas in Heaven 
 and I’m walking with the King!

 Misty Rymer 
 Thompson

 September 27th, 1978
 August 10th, 2011

 Forever in our hearts.
 Love Kathy, Shane, Kaleb, Cameron, Brian

 & the fur babies, (Bear, Salem & Bela)

 Virginia Jo 
 “Louise” 
 Hysinger

 July 21, 1927
 to

 February 18, 2015

 First Christmas together in Heaven
 It’s Christmas time and ever since the day that you were taken

 the lovely memories you’ve left have never been forsaken.

 They’ll always stay as vivid just as though you still were here,
 and especially are cherished at this special time of year.

 There’s never a day goes by without joyful thoughts of you.
 For no one could bring happiness in the way you used to do.

 In our hearts forever, we love and miss you very much!
 All your children & grandchildren

 Roy
 L.

 Hysinger
 June 10, 1927

 to
 July 17, 2016

 DON’S 
 FENCE CO.

 Since 1961

 479-6212
 & 336-1501

 ALL TYPES
 OF FENCING

 I see the countless Christmas trees 
 around the world below,

 With tiny lights, like Heaven’s stars, 
 reflecting on the snow.

 My First Christmas in Heaven

 The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear.
 For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

 I hear the many Christmas songs, 
 that people hold so dear,

 But the sounds of music can’t compare 
 with the Christmas choir up here.

 I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring.
 For it is beyond description, to hear the angels sing.

 I know how much you miss me; 
 I see the pain inside your heart.

 But I’m not so far away, we really aren’t apart.
 So be happy for me dear loved ones, you know I hold 

 you dear,
 And be glad I’m spending Christmas 

 with Jesus Christ this year.
 I send you each a special gift from 

 my heavenly home above.
 I send you each a memory of my undying love.

 After all, LOVE is the gift, more precious than pure gold.
 It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.

 Please love and keep each other as my Father said to do,
 For I can’t count the blessings or the love He has for you.

 So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear.
 Remember I’m spending Christmas 

 with Jesus Christ this year.
 Sadly Missed By: Margaret, Amanda, Justin,
 Teo, Debbie, Aaron, Melanie, Cam, Shawn, 

 Robert, Joyce and Nathan

 In Remembrance of 
 Jimmy Thompson

 Jeremy Malone
 May 13, 1975 - Dec. 24, 2005

 An Eternal 
 Memory

 Life is not the 
 same without 

 you. The sun still 
 rises in the east 
 and darkness 

 falls at night but 
 nothing now 

 seems quite the 
 same. Each day 
 is not as bright. 
 The birds still 

 sing, the flowers 
 grow the breeze still whispers too. But it will 
 never ever be the same world without you. 
 It’s so sad that you had to go your leaving 

 caused such pain. But you were very 
 special and Earth’s loss is Heaven’s gain.

 We love you and miss you!
 Mom, Dad & Jamey

 Robert Gibson
 Jan. 5, 1942 ~ Oct. 22, 2014
 Merry Christmas in Heaven. 

 We love and miss you.
 Shirley & Family

Corrections officer files complaint against BCSO
By BRIAN GRAVES
Banner Staff Writer

County Attorney Crystal
Freiberg confirmed to the
Cleveland Daily Banner on
Friday a Bradley County correc-
tions officer has filed a formal
complaint against the Bradley
County Sheriff’s Office,  Sheriff
Eric Watson, Sr. Lt. Christy
Walls, Capt. Gabe Thomas, Lt.
Joleen Hickman and Sgt. Susan
Kennedy. He charges he has
been the subject of “retaliation
and a hostile working environ-
ment.”

The letter, dated Dec. 19, was
signed by BCSO Corrections
Officer Mack Beasley and sent to
the attention of the county’s
Human Resources department.

Such a complaint would not
normally be accessible to media,
but since the letter was electron-
ically disseminated to members
of the County Commission it
became available through the
Freedom of Information Act.

The Daily Banner filed that
form to get a copy of the com-
plaint.

Beasley alleges in his five-page
letter that the actions he claims
to have been taken against him
are connected with postings his

wife made on Facebook regarding
Watson and the department.

He said he was moved to cor-
rections officer, but had been in
charge of overseeing inmates in
the litter road crew. He was   told
he would begin reporting to
Corrections on Nov. 14.

Beasley said he also was told
his “job duties would continue to
be litter crew and only my hours
were changing.”

“However, when I arrived to
work on Nov. 14, 2016, I was told
by Sgt. Susan Kennedy that they
had been instructed over the
weekend by Sr. Lt. Walls that I
would be working on shift and
only going out with the road
crews when they could let me go
based on how many officers they
had on shift and if TCI official
(sic) were on premises,” Beasley
wrote.

He claims that while he
believed he still reported to the
environmental officer,  “Kennedy
immediately began to lecture me
about not following her orders
and then she called for Lt.
Hickman.”

Beasley said at this point
Kennedy and Hickman “both lec-
tured me” before he went inside
and opened a pod as instructed.

“The following day, Nov. 15,

2016, my wife made a comment
on the Chattanooga Times Free
Press’ Facebook article regarding
Sheriff Eric Watson and a letter
that the County Commission had
received.

That letter which was distrib-
uted to commissioners had no
signature.

Beasley claims the next day,
he received a call from Lt.
Hickman telling him to bring his
county issued truck to the jail
and turn the keys over to anoth-
er officer.

“She stated that the truck
would remain at the jail and
when I needed to take the
inmates out to work, I would
have to get the keys and the
truck from her,” he wrote.

Beasley claims Thomas told
him the reason he was being
asked to return the truck was
because “something you posted
on Facebook pissed off a county
commissioner.”

He says his wife later spoke to
Commissioner Charlotte Peak
“who was the commissioner she
opposed in the original post via
Facebook Messenger and Ms.
Peak told her that she was not
upset and didn’t know what
county commissioner they were
speaking of.”

Beasley said his wife posted to
Facebook again on Dec. 13 “in
regards to Sheriff Eric Watson
using her personal Facebook
account and her freedom of
speech in regards to another
newspaper article where Sheriff
Eric Watson’s integrity and con-
duct unbecoming [was dis-
cussed].”

Beasley said when he returned
to work Dec. 16, he was informed
by Lt. Hickman he was being
moved to night shift “starting the
very next day.”

“In my personal and profes-
sional opinion, I feel that I am
being punished for posts that my
wife is making again on her per-
sonal Facebook account and
under her freedom of speech and
might I say that I don’t have
access to,” Beasley wrote.

He further alleges “that my
change in duties, my vehicle
taken away and the sudden
change of shift is direct retalia-
tion for the comments that were
made by my wife and not me.”

Freiberg said the normal
process of investigating a com-
plaint such as this is held in a
confidential matter.

“We are beginning our investi-
gation and will be speaking to
those involved,” Freiberg said

“Until then, any statements or
information collected during this
investigation will remain confi-
dential to ensure a fair account-
ing of what happened can be
established.”

She added once the investiga-
tion has been completed, the
results would be available for
released to the public.

Cookies with a Cop brings community together

Banner photo, BRIAN GRAVES

MEMBERS of the Cleveland Police Department and the Bradley County Sheriff’s Office are joined by
children from the Blythe Oldfield community as they all enjoy the Cookies with a Cop event.

The American Legion Post 81
will be hosting a free Christmas
Dinner for their members at 3
p.m. on Sunday, Christmas Day.
Many of their members are alone

on Christmas and they wanted
them to have a dinner and social-
ize. 

Donations will also be accepted
that day for Boys State.

American Legion Post 81 plans
Christmas dinner for members



During the recent social
meeting of the Knights of
Columbus Council No. 4572,
Jules Kinder of the Ronald
McDonald House was the guest
speaker.

The Knights of Columbus
also presented Kinder with a
donation. Grand Knight Claude
Hardison and Deputy Grand
Knight Phil Brown made the
presentation.

Kinder spokes about the mis-
sion of the Ronald McDonald
House, which is to provide a
“home away from home” for
families of seriously ill or
injured children and support
programs that improve the
health, education and wellbeing
of children.”

She said most of the benefici-
aries of the support are form
Bradley County, as they are
beyond the 15-miles radius of
Erlanger Hospital.

Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Greater
Chattanooga was established in
1990 with 14 guest rooms and
was expanded to 26 rooms in
2000.  It is the 137th House to
be built.  

The first Ronald McDonald
House was named, not only
because of McDonald's fund-
raising support but also for the
positive, hopeful, and fun-lov-
ing feeling Ronald McDonald
was able to instill into the
minds of so many children. 

There are now more than 300

Ronald McDonald Houses
around the world.

In 1996, the Chattanooga
Ronald McDonald House
opened a second facility inside
Children's Hospital at Erlanger
to alleviate the burdens caused
by hospital stays and to meet
the needs of families who could
not use the Ronald McDonald
House because of a need to stay
with their child.  

The Ronald McDonald Family
Room offers showers, laundry
facilities, a rest area, a living
room, and a full kitchen where
visitors can take advantage of
free coffee, snacks, and meals
when donations are available.  

The Family Room serves over
22,000 visitors per year and is
open to family members of any-
one hospitalized in Children’s
Hospital, Erlanger or Siskin
Hospitals.  There is no charge
for any of the services provided
in this facility.

Participation in Ronald
McDonald House Charities U.S.
Scholarship Programs began in
2002, offering freshmen year
scholarships in the amount of
$1,000 to students who exhibit
community service and leader-
ship and also experience finan-
cial difficulty in covering col-
lege costs.  

RMHC awards between 40
and 50 $1,000 scholarships
annually, and students apply
from counties in a 75-mile
radius of Chattanooga.

In 2003, the organization
took delivery on the world’s
13th Ronald McDonald Care
Mobile, a mobile dental clinic,
which offered full-service den-
tal care to underserved chil-
dren and provided approxi-
mately 1,600 at-risk children
with $350,000 of free dental
care annually. 

During 2011, the partners of
RMHC and Children’s Hospital
at Erlanger reviewed other sig-
nificant health needs of chil-
dren in the region and formed a
partnership with the Bradley
County Schools and SkyRidge
Medical Center (now Tennova of
Cleveland) to provide a school-
based medical clinic in four  of
the counties' schools as a pilot
project.  The Care Mobile was
retrofit with medical equipment
and the project has proven to
meet a great need.

The Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic men’s organization
dedicated to the principles of
charity, unity, fraternity, and
patriotism. The Knights under-
take several fundraising activi-
ties throughout the year,

including the Super Bowl and
Labor Day barbecue roast
sales, a golf tournament each
May and an on-request valet
parking service, to raise funds
to donate to charities in the
community that help those in
need.

One hundred percent of the
proceeds from these events are
donated to charity.

Lee University has been
awarded $155,000 over five years
as part of a $2.6 million National
Science Foundation grant for a
collaborative project in mathe-
matics involving 11 higher edu-
cation institutions across the
country.

The project, Collaborative
Research: A National Consortium
for Synergistic Undergraduate
Mathematics via Multi-
Institutional Interdisciplinary
Teaching Partnerships, “SUM-
MIT-P, is led by Dr. Susan
Ganter at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University.
Lee will work alongside the other
colleges and universities to
renew the lower division under-
graduate mathematics curricu-
lum based on research about the
needs of partner disciplines. 

“It’s very exciting to add anoth-
er NSF Grant to support curricu-
lar innovation, particularly in the
STEM and Teacher Education
areas,” said Dr. Debbie Murray,
vice president for Academic
Affairs at Lee. 

“This grant will not only
encourage more collaboration
among Lee faculty in various
departments, but it will also pro-
vide rich opportunities for us to
work with faculties from other
institutions to ensure that our
mathematics curriculum main-

tains relevance for students in all
areas of study.”

SUMMIT-P studies the role of
interdisciplinary and interinsti-
tutional faculty learning commu-
nities in building collaborations
for meaningful curricular
change. The goal is to enrich the
content of the math courses in
order to make it more meaningful
to students in their chosen spe-
cialties.

These improvements include
modifications in pilot sections;
work with a central evaluation
team to measure the effective-
ness of new approaches, espe-
cially as it pertains to students
from underrepresented groups;
offer workshops and support for
instructors using the new cur-
riculum (locally, regionally, and
nationally); and scale-up the new
offerings within the association
and through distribution to addi-
tional campuses.

The main focus of the
enhancements center on contex-
tualizing problem solving and
active learning, both of which
align with Lee’s curriculum and
commitment to student learning.

Dr. Jeneva Clark, formerly of
Lee, initiated the collaborative
relationship with Ganter. Lee
associate professor of mathemat-
ics Dr. Caroline Maher-Boulis
now leads the Lee team, which

includes Dr. Bryan Poole, assis-
tant professor of psychology; Dr.
John Hearn, assistant professor
of chemistry; and Dr. Jason
Robinson, assistant professor of
education. 

According to Maher-Boulis,
the interdisciplinary collabora-
tive consortium’s work is based
on research done by CRAFTY, the
Curriculum Renewal Across the
First Two Years subcommittee of
the Mathematics Association of
America. The Curriculum
Foundations Project, run by
CRAFTY, gathered information
about the needs of partner disci-
plines in the mathematical
courses offered in the first two
years of college. 

“The outcome of the SUMMIT-
P project will be experienced fac-
ulty learning communities at Lee
and among the consortium,” said
Maher-Boulis. “Our courses will
also be informed in a new way
through this project as well. We
are all very excited to be part of
SUMMIT-P.”

Lee University’s goal is to
expand upon two college algebra
courses, one for teacher educa-
tion majors and the other for
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics)
majors, and lead a student
exchange program for math and
social sciences majors.

“The final result will be a more
applicable course offering and
increased learning environment,”
said Maher-Boulis.

For more information about
the National Science Foundation,
visit https://www.nsf.gov/.
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 Top Sales Team  at   KW

 Call Judy  (423) 505-1281

 Or Christy  (423) 331-3551

 650 25th St. N.W. • Suite 300
 Cleveland, TN 37312
 (423) 303-1200

 Each Keller Williams office is independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

 SILVER BELLS,
 SILVER BELLS

 Soon it will be Christmas Day,
 and we’d like to chime in with 
 our best wishes and gratitude!

 Judy DiGennaro & 
 Christy Dodson

 335 11th Street NE • Cleveland, Tennessee 37311

 Contact Ruth James for additional information.
 Phone: 423.715.3836

 Email: rarjjames@live.com
 We have been providing quality music instruction since 1988.

 Home to Suzuki Strings with Celia Shaneyfelt

 Also offering instruction in
 Piano, Vocal, Guitar
 Home School Choir

 (High School)

 Merry Christmas and
 Happy New Year

 To all the city residents who voted in the last election, 
 from the bottom of my heart, I sincerely thank each 

 and every one of you who supported me. 
 To you and your family, may God bless each and 

 every one of you.
 With Sincere Appreciation, 
 Yours Truly

 Avery L. Johnson, Sr.
 City Councilman-At Large

  Merry Christmas From 
 Our House To Yours

 The Residents And Associates At Morningside Assisted 
 Living Would Like To Wish You And Your Family A Very  

 Happy Holiday Season.

 Merry Christmas And Happy New Year.

 2900 Westside Drive, NW • Cleveland, TN 37312 •  423-614-5424
 www.MorningsideOfCleveland.com

Lee receives National Science Foundation grant

FrOM LeFT is the Lee University SUMMIT-P team of Dr. John Hearn, Dr. Caroline Maher-Boulis, Dr.
Bryan Poole and Dr. Jason Robinson.

K of C donates to Ronald McDonald House

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL No. 4572 presented a donation to the Ronald McDonald House
Charities recently. Participating in the presentation were, from left, Deputy Grand Knight Phil Brown,
Jules Kinder of the Ronald McDonald House and Grand Knight Claude Hardison.

Dear Santa,
Hi, my name is Carlee and I'm

8 years young and I have been a
very good girl. This year I was
wanting a Kavu bag may the
design be Electric Rain. Next, I
was asking for a Web chair can it
please be pink. Then, I want a
American Girl doll Kit Kitridge.
Last, a surprise I hope you have a
Merry Christmas this year. 

Love a very good girl
Carlee Cross �

LETTER TO
SANTA

We’re online!

Check us out:

www.

cleveland

banner.com



MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — Got
milk? Twenty-five bipartisan
members of Congress say if it’s
from soybeans, almond or rice,
it should not be labeled as milk.

Democratic Vermont Rep.
Peter Welch and Republican
Idaho Rep. Mike Simpson, lead-
ing the charge against “fake
milk,” signed a letter along with
other Congressional members,
asking the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration to investigate
and take action against manu-
facturers of “milk” that doesn’t
come from cows.

They want the FDA to require
plant-based products to adopt a
more appropriate name, other
than milk, which they say is
deceptive.

“We strongly believe that the
use of the term ‘milk’ by manu-
facturers of plant-based prod-
ucts is misleading to con-
sumers, harmful to the dairy

industry and a violation of
milk’s standard of identity,” the
letter states.

Dairy farmers are struggling
with “deep cuts in income” fol-
lowing a 40-percent drop in milk
prices since 2014, the members
of Congress say. The forecast is
for prices to remain low. In
recent years, the sale of plant-
based products, often labeled as
milk, has jumped in recent
years, the letter states.

They say milk has a clear
standard of identity: “obtained
by the complete milking of one
or more healthy cows,” among
other qualities.

“While consumers are entitled
to choose imitation products, it
is misleading and illegal for
manufacturers of these items to
profit from the ‘milk’ name,” the
letter states. “These products
should be allowed on the market
only when accurately labeled.”

The Soyfoods Association of
North America said the term
“soymilk” has been used on
products for over 100 years. It
asked the FDA in 1997 to recog-
nize the one-word name
“soymilk” but that the FDA has
not made a decision on the peti-
tion.

The FDA said Friday that it
had received the Dec. 16 letter
and planned to respond directly
to lawmakers.

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Republicans are poised to use
their newly attained capitol
dominance to make Missouri
the 27th right-to-work state
prohibiting mandatory union
fees. That is unless Kentucky’s
recently crowned GOP majori-
ties can beat them to it.

The race to expand right-to-
work laws is just one of several
ways that Republicans, who
strengthened their grip on
power in the November elec-
tions, are preparing to reshape
state laws affecting workplaces,
classrooms, courtrooms and
more during 2017.

As President-elect Donald
Trump leads an attempted
makeover in Washington,
Republican governors and state
lawmakers will be simultane-
ously pushing an aggressive
agenda that limits abortion,
lawsuits and unions, cuts busi-
ness taxes and regulations, and
expands gun rights and school
choice.

Republicans will hold 33 gov-
ernors’ offices, have majorities
in 33 legislatures and control
both the governor’s office and
legislature in 25 states — their
most since 1952. Democrats will
control both the governor’s
office and legislature in only
about a half-dozen states; the
rest will have politically divided
governments.

“Really, the sky’s kind of the
limit,” said Sean Lansing, chief
operating officer at Americans
for Prosperity, the conservative
group bankrolled partly by bil-
lionaire industrialists Charles
and David Koch. “It’s really the
best opportunity in quite some
time to accomplish a lot of big
ticket items — not just in one or
two states, but in five, 10 or 15.”

Democrats did make some
gains in the recent elections,
most notably by defeating
Republican North Carolina Gov.
Pat McCrory and winning both
chambers of the Nevada and
New Mexico legislatures. But in
all three of those states,
Republicans still control at least
one branch of government.

While officials in Democratic
strongholds such as California
and New York pledge a vigorous
fight against Trump’s agenda,
some Democrats elsewhere
seem resigned to get steamrolled
on policies they long have
opposed, such as right-to-work
laws that undercut the financial
strength of unions, a traditional
Democratic ally.

In Missouri, term-limited
Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon pre-
viously vetoed a right-to-work
measure passed by the
Republican-led Legislature. But
he’s being replaced Jan. 9 by
Republican Gov.-elect Eric
Greitens, who promised to sign
a right-to-work law. GOP leg-
islative leaders have placed it
atop their agenda. And their
ranks are strengthened follow-
ing a campaign season in which
businessman David Humphreys
poured more than $12 million
into Missouri candidates and
political committees that backed
right-to-work.

“Oh, it’s going to happen,”
said Senate Minority Leader
Gina Walsh, a retired union
laborer who is president of the
Missouri State Building and
Construction Trades Council.
She added: “I’m not willing to
lay down on it yet, but I’m also a
realist.”

Assuming right-to-work will
become law, Missouri AFL-CIO
President Mike Louis already is
preparing for the next battle. He
has filed several versions of a
proposed initiative petition that
would ask voters in 2018 to

approve a constitutional amend-
ment reversing right-to-work by
ensuring that unions can nego-
tiate contracts requiring that
employees pay fees for their rep-
resentation.

Republican Kentucky Gov.
Matt Bevin also hopes to sign a
statewide right-to-work law in
2017, now that Republicans
who already hold the Senate
also have won control of the
House for the first time in nearly
a century. A dozen Kentucky
counties already have passed
local right-to-work laws.

Right-to-work supporters also
are targeting New Hampshire,
where Republican Gov.-elect
Chris Sununu will be paired
with a GOP-led Legislature. And
collective bargaining restrictions
for public employees could be
on the agenda in Iowa, where
the Republican governor will
work with a Legislature that will
be under full GOP control when
lawmakers reconvene in
January.

Bevin said Kentucky
Republicans will pursue “things
that have been bottled up for
years and need to at least have
votes on them,” citing school
choice measures and “reform”
proposals for pension, tax and
litigation laws, among others.

The aftermath of the
November elections has particu-
larly raised the hopes of school
choice advocates. They support
tax credits for families who opt
for private over public schools
and vouchers that allow public
tax dollars to pay for private-
school tuition. They also want to
expand public charter and mag-
net schools to give parents addi-
tional choices.

Trump pledged during the
campaign to spend $20 billion
during his first year in office to
help states expand school
choice programs, and he wants
states to divert an additional
$110 billion of their own educa-
tion budgets toward the cause.
His pick for education secretary
is Betsy DeVos, chairwoman of
the school choice advocacy
group American Federation for
Children.

The federation’s political arm
backed 121 state and local can-
didates this year, winning in
108 of the races, said
spokesman Matthew
Frendewey. Now it’s focusing on
at least a dozen states— nearly
all of which have Republican-led
legislatures — where it believes
school choice laws could be
enacted or expanded in 2017.

“The environment is ripe for
this, and there’s a hunger for
expanding choice and creating
more educational options for
families,” Frendewey said.

Republican leaders also are
planning to use their statehouse
power to pursue a variety of pro-
business proposals, including
reduced regulations and taxes.
Imposing limits on lawsuits that
seek damages for product liabil-
ity claims, injuries, medical
malpractice and workplace dis-
crimination is another priority.

Since Republicans swept into
control of many statehouses in
the 2010 elections, the so-called
tort reform movement has tout-
ed the passage of 170 bills in 38
states, including some where
Democrats were at least partial-
ly in control.

“We’re very bullish about our
prospects,” said Matt
Fullenbaum, the legislative
director for the American Tort
Reform Association.

Republicans still could grap-
ple with some internal dis-
sention, because such issues as
lawsuit limits, union powers
and school choice don’t always

split along party lines. But in
states where they now control
both the legislative and execu-
tive branches, Republicans no
longer will have an excuse if
their agenda stalls.

“You could always blame it on
a Democratic governor for
killing it before,” said
Republican state Sen. Brian
Munzlinger of Missouri. Now
“it’s up to us to get it done.”
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 With Thoughts of You
 at Christmas

 As the holiday season approaches, our hearts are warmed 
 by thoughts of the many good people we’ve had the 

 opportunity to serve this year! Thank you for  your support 
 and loyalty. We look forward to seeing you in the new year.

 Lloyds Used Cars
 5526 Waterlevel Hwy. • Cleveland, TN

 423-476-5681

 THE STORE
 472-5900

 420 3rd Street 
 (Across Street from Boy’s & Girl’s Club)

 STOREWIDE
 SAVINGS BLOWOUT!

 AT THE STORE
 DECEMBER 26 TH  - DECEMBER 31 ST

 • NEW & USED FURNITURE
 • HOME DECOR • APPLIANCES

 • BEDS • AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

 WE BUY AND SELL QUALITY USED FURNITURE

 20% TO 50% OFF
 STOREWIDE

From Our Family to Yours have a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

Isaiah 9: 6

Celebrating 20 Years of Service in Our Community

Plant-based ‘milk’ label questioned

AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File

In ThIs FIle PhoTo, a shopper looks over the milk aisle at the
Hunger Mountain Co-op in Montpelier, Vt. U.S. Reps. Peter Welch,
D-Vt., and Mike Simpson, R-Idaho, and other members of Congress
are pushing in December 2016 for the Food and Drug Administration
to enforce a definition of milk that would not include non-dairy prod-
ucts like soy or almonds.

Republicans to target unions, 
expand school choice in states



Dr. Cahill Smith, assistant pro-
fessor of piano at Lee University,
was recently signed to the
Yamaha Artist Roster as a classi-
cal pianist.

“The Yamaha Artist roster is an
elite group of world class perform-
ing artists, chosen and accepted

by invitation only,” said Bonnie
Barrett, director of the Yamaha
Artist Services. 

“To be a Yamaha Artist is a dis-
tinct honor and an acknowledge-
ment of professional and artistic
achievement, recognized through-
out the world.”

As a Yamaha artist, Smith is in
the company of artists such as
Byron Janis, Michael Tilson
Thomas, Ilya Yakushev, Frederic
Chiu, Alexander Kobrin, Abbey
Simon, Chick Corea, and Hiromi.

Each Yamaha artist receives
benefits such as the use of
Yamaha facilities and concert
pianos for performance and con-
cert purposes, special profes-
sional discounts on Yamaha
products, and priority technical
support.

According to Barrett, Smith will
be an advocate for Yamaha at Lee
University, acting as an advisor
for the acquisition of new instru-
ments for rehearsal rooms,
recording studios, and perform-
ance venues.

In addition to teaching at Lee,
Smith performs regularly as a
recitalist, concerto soloist, and
chamber musician in the United
States and abroad.  His recent
performances include three pro-
grams at Carnegie Hall’s Weill
Recital Hall in the past three sea-

sons, as well as solo recitals and
concerto performances in China,
Ukraine, England, and Ireland.

While pursuing his doctorate at
Eastman School of Music, Smith
received the Douglas Lowry Award
for Excellence in Performance,
won the Eastman Concerto
Competition, and was awarded
the Prize for Excellence in
Teaching. Smith also holds
degrees from the University of
Michigan and the University of
Alabama at Birmingham. 

Smith’s first commercial solo
recording, recorded at the
Yamaha Piano Salon in New York
on the new Yamaha CFX, will be
released in early 2017. 

Cleveland State Community
College has been busy spreading
good cheer this holiday season
throughout its five-county service
area. The college had a variety of
projects and services the faculty,
staff and students were all
involved in throughout the com-
munity.

“We pride ourselves on being
the college that always puts com-
munity first,” stated Dr. Bill
Seymour, CSCC president. “This
is particularly evident during the
holiday season as our students,
faculty and staff act to help others
in so many ways.”

The Department of Service-
Learning sponsored the H.O.P.E.
(Health, Opportunity, Protection
and Encouragement) Center's
Children's Advocacy Center of
Bradley County for the fourth year
by placing their Christmas Angel
Tree on the first floor of the Career
Education Building on the CSCC
Campus. This year, a second tree

was placed at the CSCC Athens
Center for faculty, staff and stu-
dents there, as well.

The H.O.P.E. Center is one of
CSCC’s Service-Learning
Community Partners. They serve
people in Bradley, McMinn,
Monroe, and Polk counties whose
lives have been affected by violent
abuse in their homes. The
Children's Advocacy Center
specifically serves child victims of
sexual abuse and their families.
This year's Angel Trees included
cards for 50 children and youth
(ranging from newborn to age 17)
being served through the
Children's Advocacy Center,
whose families are experiencing
financial difficulty. 

“This is the fourth year that the
college has partnered with The
H.O.P.E. Center to help provide a
fun and happy Christmas for their
children,” stated Sherry Holloway,
Service-Learning Director. I am so
impressed with the super gener-

ous Cleveland State employees
and students! As usual, the
Cleveland State family rallied
around the Cleveland and Athens
Angel Trees! All 50 Angel cards
were selected, and every child
received wonderful gifts of cloth-
ing, shoes, coats, hats, gloves,
socks, underwear, toiletries, toys,
books, games...even bedding, a
bean bag, and a real guitar! The
H.O.P.E. Center staff who picked
up the gifts were beyond happy
and expressed their heart-felt
appreciation for the magnitude of
Cleveland State's giving. I echo
their appreciation by saying
‘thank-you’ to everyone who
donated their time and money to
this important initiative!” 

CSCC’s Human Services/Social
Work Program, organized and
participated in their 5th Annual
Free Store Event at the Reba
Powers Boys and Girls Club Unit
located on Lay Street. Associate
Professor Jana Pankey asked that
faculty, staff and students donate
basic necessities, and then her
students in the Family and
Children’s Services class distrib-
uted such items to the residents
at the complex. The event was
open to all Lay Street Apartment
Complex residents to receive
needed items free of charge.

Pankey said, “This was a great
event, and we were able to distrib-
ute hundreds of items and food to
the approximately 120 people who
were in need of basic necessities.
This year, we also had Christmas
caroling, gift wrapping, an
appearance by Santa Claus and
refreshments donated by local
merchants.”

Each year, the CSCC Staff
Senate provides Christmas gifts to
the residents at nursing homes in
the CSCC service area.  This year,
the Staff Senate adopted 18 nurs-
ing home residents at Bradley
Healthcare and Rehabilitation of
Cleveland. 

Staff Senate President Andy
Foskey said, “Employees from all
over campus came together to
provide some Christmas cheer for
the residents. Staff member Larry
Burns personally delivered the
gifts during the nursing home's
annual Christmas celebration and
said they were delighted to receive
the gifts and would like to return
the favor and do something spe-
cial for those who donated.” 

The Medical Assistant Student

Association (MASA) had three
service projects this past semes-
ter. They hosted a canned food
drive for The Caring Place, collect-
ed hats for cancer patients at
Tennessee Oncology, as well as
items to donate to the Ronald
McDonald House Wish List. The
Ronald McDonald House provides
a “home away from home” for fam-
ilies with critically-ill or injured
children and supports programs
that improve the health and well-
being of children. The House
serves 26 families each night.

CSCC employees and stu-
dents also assisted with several
holiday initiatives in the Polk
County region including building
a playground for the Benton
Boys and Girls Club of the Ocoee
Region and participated in help-
ing at the People Helping People
Coat Giveaway in November and
the People Helping People West
Polk Empty Stocking Fund
Christmas Party held in
December. People Helping People
is an organization founded to
provide assistance and comfort,
without discrimination or mone-
tary gain, to anyone in time of
distress. This includes single
parents, elderly, individuals just
released from jail, victims of
domestic violence or people who
have gotten a job where special
clothing is required.
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 2 Locations

 201 Keith Street
 479-2000

 2314 Treasury 
 Drive SE
 479-2166

 Greetings of the Season
 Wishing you in all sincerity
 A season of peace and joy 

 and much prosperity

 For investing us with your 
 trust it’s true,

 That we’re deeply indebted 
 to each one of you!

 May Your Home
 Be Blessed!
 To all our good 
 friends far and 
 near, we wish a

 www.HamiltonCommercial.com
 2650 Peerless Rd. N.W.

 Cleveland, TN
 Phone: 423.476.5535

 Hamilton & Associates

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

 www.hamiltoncoldwellbanker.com

 2650 PEERLESS RD.
 CLEVELAND, TN 37311
 476-5532

 Each office is individually owned and operated.

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

From leFt Nikki DaviS and Kristin Bowers, H.O.P.E. Center
Family Advocates; and  Sherry Holloway, CSCC Service-Learning
Director, stand with all of the gifts donated to the H.O.P.E. Center by
CSCC faculty, staff and students.

CSCC employee Larry Burns delivers gifts to residents at Bradley Healthcare and Rehabilitation of
Cleveland.

Cleveland State faculty, staff and 
students spread holiday cheer

Lee’s Cahill Smith signed as Yamaha Artist

Dr. Cahill Smith is shown at Yamaha Artist Services in New
York City.
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 1320 S. LEE HWY. • CLEVELAND • 423-479-8791

 JEFFERS INCOME TAX 
 & BOOKKEEPING 

 SERVICE

 May the gifts of peace, love and joy be 
 yours to cherish this holiday season. We 

 feel truly blessed by the gift of your 
 friendship. Thanks!

 Tax Season Hours:
 Jan. 9-Apr. 17

 Mon.-Sat. 10-5

Cleveland Net plans ministry upgrades for 2017
By LARRY C. BOWERS
Banner Staff Writer

Cleveland Net is closing out the
2016 year, but looking ahead to
anticipated changes and
upgrades for 2017.

The Cleveland/Bradley County
organization of community lead-
ers, including pastors, govern-
ment officials, business leaders,
and professionals, attempts to
provide vision, strategy, and spir-
itual oversight for transforma-
tional events and projects.

Officials of Cleveland Net are
launching an effort to upgrade
the look, feel and process of the
ministry.

A big part of this enhancement
is the appointment of Kate and
Steve Ferreira as Community
Spiritual Development coordina-
tors.

The two coordinators, along
with Cleveland Net Director
LaVonna Cockerham and
Financial Administrator Susan
Fowler, visited the office of the
Cleveland Daily Banner to dis-
cuss plans for the coming year.

“We’re calling this enhance-
ment Cleveland Net 2.0,” said
Steve Ferreira.

Among projects for the coming
year will be the development of a
new logo, an improved and mod-
ernized website, updated hand-
out materials, improved commu-
nication with weekly meeting
notification, a listing of commu-
nity events, and the addition of
social media links.

The Cleveland Net officers said
quarterly evening meetings will
be added at strategic sites in and
around the community. These
meetings will be used to encour-
age bi-vocational ministry lead-
ers to attend and to get involved
in prayer for transformation of
the community.

Later, specialized prayer teams
will be formed and trained to
focus on the “seven mountains”
of societal influence in the com-
munity. These prayer teams will
concentrate on religion, family,
education, government, media,
arts and entertainment and busi-
ness.

The concept of the organization
is a central focus on community
unity, city prayer, streams of
prayer, being a market-place
player, a prayer training center,
and transformation.

Cleveland Net will be involved
in the Sanctity of Life  service
from 5 to 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
15, at the Stuart Heights Church
in Hixson, as the organization is
planning to become more
involved regionally.

Cleveland Net’s more active
involvement is with its City
Prayer program every Friday at
noon, at a variety of locations
around the city.

The organization is also
involved with “Cry Out America,”
which is headquartered here in
Cleveland. There is also “The
National Day of Prayer,” and
partnerships with the College Hill
Ministerial Association and the
Cleveland/Bradley County
Ministerial Association.

“Among the things we’re going
to try to do this year is to sponsor
conferences, workshops and
training,” said Cockerham. She
added Cleveland Net hopes to

bring in someone as a speaker or
moderator “who will be a catalyst
in transforming our concept in
Cleveland.”

She added this will probably be
a testimony-type story about
uniting people.

The Ferreiras, Cockerham and
Fowler emphasize that Cleveland
Net was founded at the turn of
the century, and obtained its 501
(c)(3) status as a nonprofit in
2003.

“We have seen several national
networks spring out of our pro-
gram, here and in our expanding
prayer ministries,” said
Cockerham.

“We’re not trying to create
numbers, but to focus on unity
and transformation,” added.
Fowler.

“It’s a vision that’s unique,
here and elsewhere,” said
Cockerham. “We feel that we’re
now ready for prayer training.” 

In addition to the Friday serv-
ices, Cleveland Net will be sched-
uling four quarterly meetings.
They are tentatively planned at
Candies Creek Baptist Church,
North Cleveland Church of God,
Heritage Fellowship and
Westwood Baptist Church.

Cleveland Net’s board of direc-
tors include Cleveland City Vice
Mayor Avery Johnson, along with
Mary Parsons, LaVonna
Cockerham, Larry Cockerham,
Susan Fowler, Cathy Quintard,
Nancy Clark, Winston Reid,
Aubrey Ector, Lee Stewart, Iris
Ray, Bradley County
Commissioner Bill Winters,
Christopher Blake and Michael
Obi.

The organization focuses on
united prayer and worship,
believing Cleveland Net is an
ideal place for networking within
the churches of the
Cleveland/Bradley County area. 

The networking aspect of city
transformation includes worship
and intercession, networking and
mobilizing, community, commu-
nication, equipping and organiz-
ing.

Cleveland Net officials will be
announcing weekly programs,
and special events, throughout
the coming year.

Banner photo, LARRY C. BOWERS

CLEVELAND NET OFFICERS recently visited the offices of the Cleveland Daily Banner to discuss
plans for 2017. The organization’s leadership includes newly appointed Community Spiritual
Development coordinators Steve and Kate Ferreira, left; financial administrator Cathy Quintard, second
from right; and director LaVonna Cockerham, right.

Teddy bear takes Detroit airport 
adventure after being found

ROMULUS, Mich. (AP) — For
Detroit airport employee Steven
Laudeman, the mission this week
was simple: No teddy bear left
behind.

The Southwest Airlines ramp
agent learned through social
media that the 8-year-old daugh-
ter of an old friend lost her
stuffed bear named Teddy after
flying from Dallas to Detroit

Metropolitan Airport. Eleanor
Dewald’s mother, Trish Dewald,
put out the digital call after hav-
ing no success with the airport’s
lost-and-found operation.

The Detroit Free Press and
WDIV-TV report Laudeman
retraced Eleanor’s steps before
his shift began Thursday and
found the bear perched atop a
garbage can.

Contributed photo

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS for Cleveland Net includes, back row from left, Michael Obi, Christopher Blake, Bill Winters, Iris Ray, Lee
Stewart, and Aubrey Ector. On the front row, from left, are Winston Reid, Nancy Clark, Cathy Quintard, Susan Fowler, Larry Cockerham,
LaVonna Cockerham, Mary Parsons, and Avery Johnson.
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for their headquarters and, after
that, we had a spaghetti dinner to
benefit the community,” he said.
“Then we started a clothes drive
and a toy drive. We really didn’t
take any donations because we
were just trying to fill the com-
munity’s needs.”

Johnson said after all of that,
“We felt like we needed to do
more.”

The lodge “pulled together
some funds” to give to a few fam-
ilies who were struggling in the
wake of the storms.

Gift cards worth $200 were
given to families who had lost
everything.

“This Christmas dinner is
being held because I’m sure there
are a lot of families out there who
have nothing and maybe are not
even having a Christmas,”
Johnson said. “We hope this gives
them a little bit of faith. We want
them to know they are not alone.
We’re here for them.”

Johnson said he knew of 15

families whose homes were badly
damaged and five who lost every-
thing.

“We’re just here to be there for
whoever needs a little help and a
good meal,” he said.

Johnson said the meal was
also planned with gifting the first
responders who worked so hard
to help during the storms.

Steve Lofty, Polk County EMS

director and fire chief, said the
lodge had gone “above and
beyond” what anyone would have
expected.

“This lodge opened up immedi-
ately when we put a call out for a
staging area,” Lofty said. “This
became on the first day our prin-
cipal point of operations. It got
us out of the weather and gave
us somewhere to put our
resources.”

Lofty said even during the
recovery efforts, the lodge
“remained open for us.”

“They provided coffee and
drinks and things we needed so
people could refresh themselves
after working,” he said.

Lofty said the lodge members
did “a stellar job.”

“They should really be happy
because this became the pinnacle
of the community,” Lofty said.
“This is where everything was
focused so everything could flow
out of here and see that needs
were met and that the rescuers’
needs were met and that every-
one was safe.”

“They went above and beyond
what most lodges get to do,” Lofty
said. “Now, they are providing
things that are critical to help
with their emotional and mental
well-being.”

Lofty said the Masons have
lived up to their creed.

“If anyone knows the Masonic
creed, these people through
God’s will have proven that fact
— they are a God-based organi-
zation and are living up to their
creed,” Lofty said. “I’m very, very
proud of them and they are still
giving.”

He added another part of the
Masonic motto is to serve their
fellow man.

“They have done that without
any question,” Lofty said. “It
didn’t matter who it was or what
it was, they stood up to the
request and handled it.”

tragedy and going through Dec.
9, students collected enough
items to fill three “giant” boxes
with donations. 

The items North Lee collected
included nonperishable foods,
coloring books and crayons,
board games, paper products,
toiletries and more. These items
were recently delivered to the
Ronald McDonald House and can
be used by staff and volunteers
there to help families with ill or
injured children. 

Fifth-grade teacher Kristi
Schalk said she was at the
Tennessee Junior Beta Club
Convention with her students
when the bus crash happened. 

“We were all in shock and talk-
ing about what we could do,”
Schalk said. “Then we started
discussing the Ronald McDonald
House and how families of the
victims would likely stay there.” 

“I have had a sick child and
stayed at the Ronald McDonald
House once,” Schalk added. “I
remembered how much of a
blessing it was.”

She explained many families
staying there arrive following
emergency situations. A child
might suddenly have a health
emergency, or there might be an
incident like the bus crash. 

When parents and guardians
rush to the hospital to ensure
their children are OK, they often
find themselves away from home
late at night without having
packed any bags. The Ronald
McDonald House provides lodg-
ing near the Children’s Hospital
at Erlanger, as well as meals,
snacks and toiletry items which

are donated by the community. 
The North Lee students who

helped collect food and toiletry
items said it was their small way
of trying to provide comfort to the
families of the Woodmore bus
crash victims. 

The students said they did not
know what it was like for the
parents of children in the
Woodmore bus crash to go
through what they did. However,
their ability to imagine spurred
them to help.

“I think it’s the saddest when
you lose a child, because the
child is supposed to live the
longest. It’s also scary when
somebody has to go in the hospi-
tal,” said fifth-grader Mollie
Bright. “We couldn’t make that
better, but we hope what we did
helps cheer them up a little.” 

Other students said they too
realized they could not do any-
thing to heal the situation in
which these families have found
themselves. However, they said
they hoped their efforts to collect
items helped add to the support
the families are receiving. 

Six families are facing
Christmas without their children
this year, and other families are

having to help their children
recover from physical and emo-
tional scars. 

Fifth-grader Cutter Womack
said he and his classmates real-
ize the importance of helping
these families, because the chil-
dren who were harmed in the
bus crash are children just like
them. He added the North Lee
students are learning that even
elementary school kids can help
make a difference. 

“You can always try to help,”
Womack said. “Even a tube of
toothpaste could change a per-
son’s life, because it can change
their feelings.” 

Fifth-grade classmate Tucker
Meyers added the students also
learned it feels good to give. 

The Ronald McDonald House
in Chattanooga reportedly
received numerous donations
from people in the area after the
Woodmore tragedy. 

“When tragedy strikes, you can
always count on the Chattanooga
community to stand together and
bring love, help and comfort to
those hurting,” an RMH repre-
sentative posted on the facility’s
official Facebook page. “We are
so thankful for all of you who
have reached out to help the
Woodmore victims and families.” 

The facility continually accepts
donations to help families whose
children face all kinds of serious
illnesses and injuries throughout
the year. Staff also keep a wish-
list of items they need most at
any given time. 

For more information, visit
http://www.rmhchattanooga.co
m. 

chilly imp needed to be tracked
down and questioned as to why
he chose to visit Cleveland.

In an interview exclusive to
the Cleveland Daily Banner,
Jack provided the answer to that
question, and his reason was
quite simple: Having been work-
ing overtime north of the Mason-
Dixon Line, he simply decided
that it was time to take a vaca-
tion and “The City With Spirit”
seemed like just the right place
to get some R&R.

“You know, I got an early start
up North, throwing in some
frigid temperatures just to keep
them on their toes. Then the real
work got underway as I lined up
storm system after storm system
to dump snow all over the
place,” Frost explained. “Chicago
loved those 22-below zero tem-
peratures, and while they might
have forgotten how to drive in it,
your fellow Michiganders really
did love all that snow.

“My line of work may be fun,
but it’s not always easy,” he con-
tinued. “Do you know how hard
it is to drop temperatures down
below freezing after it’s been in
the 60s and 70s? And don’t even
get me started on all of the work
that goes into those snowflakes.
I cut every one of them out by
hand, talk about tedious — no
two designs can be the same!”

He took a sip of his drink,
which was some sort of fruity,
tropical drink that would have
been better suited for the beach,
and let out a sigh.

“I just needed a chance to get
away before getting back to work
on that Christmas winter

storm,” he commented. “OK, and
maybe I was scoping out the
area to see what work would
need to be done to bring a little
snowfall down here as well. Can
this not be a business and
pleasure type vacation?”

Unfortunately Jack Frost has
a bit of a mischievous side, and
in his attempts to cut loose and
have a little fun, he might have
gotten a bit out of control.

“We’ve had calls about report-
ed sightings,” said Lt. Scott
Bronze of the Cleveland Police
Department. “Little patches of
ice have caused kids to slip and
fall while riding their new bicy-
cles, and one kid even thought
he had a little bit of frostbite on
his nose.”

While the CPD has yet to
locate the mischief maker,
Bronze added the department is
still actively searching for him,
and that all units have a BOLO
call on Jack Frost.

“Well, I didn’t mean to cause
the kids any problems, normally

we get along just fine,” Frost
said. He then asked, “Who do
you think they bug to line up
those snow or ice days?” 

Jack Frost has even visited
Lee University, where it was
reported that he had to be told
numerous times to stay out of
the fountains. Thankfully, the
eternal flame was not extin-
guished by Frost and no foun-
tains were frozen in what he
described as “a quick dip.”

On Wednesday morning, we
woke up to Jack’s handiwork as
frost covered the grass and
freezing fog blanketed the area.
It seems that Mr. Frost simply
forgot that he was technically on
vacation.

“Oh yeah, that …I guess old
habits die hard,” he said with a
smirk.

“You don’t have to worry too
much, my attentions are needed
elsewhere for the moment. The
fine folks of Cleveland can enjoy
their 60-something degree
Christmas with no interference
from me. But don’t forget,
you’re in my sights. As you all
know by now, I have no prob-
lems venturing south for some
wintry fun, and let’s face it, I
went easy on you guys last
year,” Frost said.

Frost looked down at his
smartphone to glimpse at the
weather radar and, with a smile,
disappeared into thin air, leaving
nothing behind but a cool
breeze.

I have a sneaking suspicion
that this will not be our only
encounter with Mr. Frost this
winter.
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Jack Frost
From Page 1

“I just needed a chance
to get away before

getting back to work on
that Christmas winter

storm. OK, and maybe I
was scoping out the area

to see what work would
need to be done to bring

a little snowfall down
here as well. Can this not

be a business and
pleasure type vacation?”

— Jack Frost

Woodmore
From Page 1

“Our students were so
touched by the tragedy

at Woodmore. We
decided the best way for

us to help was to support
an organization which

has been helping the
families directly.”

— Dana Yost

staples on Dec. 17.  
For several decades the fund,

which is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
has been trying to ensure fami-
lies in need in the community
have food to brighten their holi-
days. 

The basket fund is an all-vol-
unteer effort. The individuals
coordinating and distributing the
food are all volunteers. No one
associated with the fund receives
any monetary compensation. All
of the money collected goes into
the food to place in the boxes.
Any funds over what is needed to
pay for the food staples will be
banked as a start for next year’s
effort.

Helping push the fund over its
goal this week were Mary A.
Caldwell, $50; anonymous,
$100; anonymous, $2,500;
anonymous, $250;  anonymous,
$100; Dearmond and Jones
DDS, $200; Dr. Blake and Paula
Peterson, $140; and Daniel and
Dorothy Black, $100.

Individuals wishing to con-
tribute to the fund may do so
through the first of the new year.
Donations are also being accept-
ed at Cooke’s Food store.

Donations may be mailed to
First Tennessee Bank, P.O. Box
3566, Cleveland TN 37320-3566
or dropped off at First Tennessee
Bank at 3870 Keith St.

Basket
From Page 1

Banner photo, BRIAN GRAVES

MIkE JohNSoN, Worshipful Master of Conasauga Masonic Lodge No. 396, shows his daughter, Madison Grace, some of the fruit bas-
kets being made available to local residents.

Banner photo, BRIAN GRAVES

LoGAN JENkINS, 9, of Benton, enjoys a turkey leg during the
Conasauga Masonic Lodge’s Christmas dinner for the community
Friday night.

Polk
From Page 1

Banner photo, BRIAN GRAVES

ThE “ELVES” of Conasauga Masonic Lodge No. 396 serve dinner to members of the Polk County
EMS and Fire Department.

Banner photo, BRIAN GRAVES

CoNASAuGA MASoNIC LodGE No. 396 MEMBERS who prepared and served a community
Christmas dinner were, from left, Ron Green, Melanie Johnson, Kermin Satterfield, Steve Satterfield,
William Splitstone and Mike Johnson.

“This Christmas
dinner is being held

because I’m sure there
are a lot of families out

there who have nothing
and maybe are not even
having a Christmas. We

hope this gives them a
little bit of faith. We

want them to know they
are not alone. We’re here

for them.”
— Mike Johnson



More states consider working around Electoral College
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) —

Frustrated after seeing another
candidate secure the presidency
without winning the national pop-
ular vote, mostly Democratic law-
makers in several capitols want
their states to join a 10-year-old
movement to work around the
Electoral College.

In states including Connecticut,
Pennsylvania, Ohio and New
Mexico, legislators have said they
plan to introduce legislation that
would require their state’s
Electoral College voters cast ballots
for the presidential candidate who
earns the most votes nationwide,
regardless of the statewide results.

“Every vote in this country
should have equal weight. The
Electoral College is a relic of a
bygone era, and we need to
change this system,” said
Connecticut state Sen. Mae
Flexer, who filed a bill with several
fellow Democrats requiring
Connecticut to join the National
Popular Vote Interstate Compact.

Since 2006, 11 states have
signed onto the compact, which
require their Electoral College vot-
ers to cast ballots for the national
popular vote winner. In theory it
would take effect once it involves
states representing at least 270
electoral votes, the threshold to
win the presidency.

When people vote for president,
they are really choosing the elec-
tors from the political parties. The
college is made up of 538 electors,
which corresponds to the number
of a state’s seats in the U.S.
Senate and House, plus the three
votes allotted to Washington, D.C.

The states that have already
passed legislation to join the
group represent 165 electoral
votes. Typically reliably
Democratic states, the list
includes California, Hawaii,
Illinois, Massachusetts,
Maryland, New Jersey, New York,
Rhode Island, Vermont,
Washington and D.C. — all where
Democrat Hillary Clinton defeated
Republican Donald Trump.

Advocates note the measures
have cleared several Republican-
controlled legislative chambers,
including the Arizona House this
year. That bill did not come up for
a vote in the GOP-controlled state
Senate.

The compact wouldn’t benefit
any one party, said Patrick
Rosenstiel, a consultant to
National Popular Vote, the group
that has been pushing for the
compact since 2006. Rather, the
Republican said, it will encourage
candidates to campaign in every
state, regardless of its politics,
and make every voter relevant.

“Right now we’ve got a system
where the battleground states
have all the political influence,” he
said.

Clinton is the fifth presidential
candidate to win the popular vote
and lose the Electoral College. She
received nearly 2.9 million more
votes than Trump, according to
an Associated Press analysis
Tuesday after vote totals were cer-
tified, giving her the largest popu-
lar vote margin of any losing pres-
idential candidate and bringing
renewed calls to abolish the
Electoral College. She benefited
from solid wins in populous

California and New York, while
Trump narrowly won some battle-
ground states.

U.S. Sen. Barbara Boxer, a
California Democrat, said she will
introduce legislation in January to
do away with the Electoral College
through a constitutional amend-
ment, but it’s a longshot. An
amendment would have to pass
Congress and then be ratified by
three-fourths of the states within
seven years.

Supporters of the compact are
aiming to get enough states on
board before the 2020 presidential
election.

Some critics question, among
other issues, whether
Republicans will have the political
desire between now and 2020 to
push for national popular vote

compacts in their states. The GOP
now holds numerical majorities in
33 legislatures.

Recent polling shows support
for the Electoral College among
Republicans is high following
Trump’s victory, said Robert
Alexander, a political science pro-
fessor at Ohio Northern University
and author of a book on the
Electoral College.

“Certainly among Democrats,
yes,” Alexander said of the will to
join the compact. “But a lot of the
state legislatures are controlled by
Republicans, and there is way too
much uncertainty for them to take
that issue on for their own politi-
cal futures.”

If there had been a recent
instance of a Republican candi-
date losing the Electoral College

but winning the national popular
vote, there likely would be more
support from GOP lawmakers for
the legislation, Alexander said.
According to National Popular
vote, in 2016 there were 154
Republicans who sponsored the
measures and 162 Democrats.

Battleground states like Ohio
have little motivation to give up
the attention they receive from
presidential candidates,
Alexander said. And he wondered
what would happen if a state with
a law binding its electors to vote
for the winner of the state’s popu-
lar vote — as is the case in more
than half the states — joins the
compact.

“Which would take prece-
dence?” he said. “The state’s bind-
ing law or the interstate compact?”
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 Wishing You
 A Bountiful

 Season

 May all your hopes and
 dreams come to fruition at

 this joyous time of year.

 Merry Christmas and
 many thanks to all our

 loyal customers.Photo courtesy Bradley County Sheriff’s Office

tHE SECONd Bradley County Sheriff’s Office Citizens Academy recently held graduation ceremonies. From left are Sheriff Eric Watson,
Rick Bise, Allen Burnette, Daniel Clanton, Susan Orman, Jerry Orman, Larry Hatmaker, Sherry Burnette, class president John M. Karnes,
Bettie Howard, Janice Mincey, director Arnold Botts, and Jenice Saint.

BRAdlEy COuNty SHERiff’S OffiCE:

Second Citizens Academy graduates
From Staff Reports

Sheriff Eric Watson recently
held a ceremony for the second
graduating class of the Bradley
County Sheriff Office Citizens
Academy. 

The class provided an exclusive,
behind-the-scenes look at the
operations of the Bradley County
Sheriff’s Office. 

The participants comprised res-
idents of the Cleveland/Bradley
County community. They heard
presentations from Watson and

personnel from each of the divi-
sions within the department which
included patrol, investigations,
corrections, forensics and SWAT.

“The purpose of this program is
to increase communication
between the Bradley County
Sheriff’s Office and the communi-
ty,” said Watson. 

“It’s important that our resi-
dents are educated and provided
insight on the many functions that
exist within the department.
Graduates from the Citizens
Academy gained a greater aware-

ness and appreciation on the diffi-
culties and challenges in the law-
enforcement profession.

“One of the department’s pri-
mary focus areas is community
involvement, and this program
encourages community residents
to pose questions and express
their concerns,” said Watson.

Applications are now being
accepted for the next Citizens
Academy, which can be obtained
from www.bradleysheriff.com or
the BCSO administrative offices
located at 2290 Blythe Ave.

Photo courtesy Bradley County Sheriff’s Office

JOHN KARNES delivered the
president’s message at the recent
Bradley County Sheriff’s Office
Citizens Academy graduation.



their faces that my brother was
already gone. From what we
have pieced together, Wendell
had already died as Mark was
driving him to the ER,” she said.
DeFriece said she recalls “franti-
cally begging the receptionist to
please allow us to go back into
the room with my brother. My
heart was aching that he was
alone and we weren’t with him
while he was fighting for his life.

“She explained to me that
everyone they had available was
in the room working on him to
try to save his life. Her care and
compassion was all over her
face. She wanted desperately to
help our family any way she
could. She eventually led us
back to the room that no family
wants to gather in. As more fam-
ily members arrived, we knew
the outcome just wasn’t going to
be good. The time that had
passed was just too long for him
to be brought back to us. I even-
tually called my dad back and
told him that he and mom need-
ed to come on to the ER; that
Wendell had coded. The minutes
seemed like hours as we sat and
waited to hear news, any news at
all. The unknown was torment-
ing and so very overwhelming.
We shed many tears and repeat-
ed over and over that this was
not happening.”

DeFriece said that after about
45 minutes, Dr. Jesse Coleman
came out to speak with the fami-
ly. He explained that he and the
staff had basically done all they
could do at this point. He shared
with us that even if he were
revived he could be disabled or
even brain dead from the lack of
oxygen that had occurred for
almost an hour. We asked if we
could go back and see Wendell.
Everything was so unreal to us
at this point, we were in com-
plete shock.

“Dr. Coleman warned us — if
anyone had a weak stomach or
couldn’t handle what we may be
walking into, they may not need
to go back,” she said. “We tried
to pull ourselves together the
best that we could but nothing
could have prepared us for what
we were about to see. As we all
rounded the corner we could do
nothing but cry frantically and
say, “NO, NO, NO this isn’t hap-
pening.”

She said that the room was
filled with Dr. Coleman and his
staff, who had been working to
save Wendell.  As we stood there
in shock, Nathan Cofer ... an
employee in Tennova’s radiology
department, continued to work
frantically to get a pulse.

“We saw tears falling from
staff members’ eyes. Not to
mention, we knew the staff was
also praying, we felt it,”
DeFriece recollected. “Coming

from a family that was hurting,
this sure made our hearts smile
even in such a tragic time. The
care and compassion we saw
from each staff member were
overwhelming to our family. At
this point and time we had no
pride whatsoever and because of
the care of those at Tennova, we
were able to freely be ourselves.
We felt as though we had
entered into a room full of fami-
ly that was fighting tears, pray-
ing, and wanting so badly for a
different outcome as well as we
were.”

She said after 49 minutes, the
family knew that Tennova had
done all it could —  Wendell was
dead.

“He was already gray, turning
cold, and his nails were some-
what blue. One eye was rolled up
into his head and the other was
fixed as though it were looking at
us as we stood over him begging
for him to fight. 

His son Coty said that all he
could do was pray for his father.

“At that point in my life, I was
religious, but hadn’t really been
that close to God, but all I could
think of was to drop to my
knees,” he said. “I remember
grabbing his toes and shouting
out in the room. My family was
behind me, and they grabbed my
shoulders and began to pray out
loud, too.”

“He had a new grandbaby,
Harlow, that was to be born in
just a few short days. We were
reminding him of how we needed
him, how Mom and Dad were on
their way to the ER, that
Delaney, his first grandbaby,
would be so heart-broken with-

out him in her life. She adores
her Papaw as much as he adores
her! During our begging and
pleading we heard someone call
out, ‘One minute!’ No family
wants to hear this final call. At
this point and time, we did what
we know as a family. We are a
faith-believing family. Coty ... fell
to the floor at the foot of the bed
with his arms wrapped around
his dad’s legs. The rest of us
gathered around and began to
pray for God’s grace and mercy
to give Wendell a second chance
at life. At this time, Wendell had
been dead for 50 minutes. As we
stood up from our prayer within
the next minute Nathan contin-
ued to work relentlessly on
Wendell. All of a sudden he felt
something, and all of a sudden
there was a pulse,” said
DeFriece.

“Once again, you at Tennova
shed tears with our family, but
this time it was tears of joy. You
rejoiced with us that after 51
minutes of our brother, son, dad,
uncle, best-friend and papaw.
Wendell had a pulse,” she said.

“To the staff at Tennova, we
want you to know that your
compassion for the job you do
will never go unseen in The
Ingram family’s eyes. Each one
of you is responsible for giving
our family one of the best
Christmases we will ever have.
The selfless acts and God given
talent of the staff at Tennova will
remain in our hearts forever.

“The passion for the job you
do on a daily basis confirmed to
our family that Tennova is work-
ing hard to provide compassion-
ate and appropriate care for each

patient that walks through those
doors. You saved a life of a dead
man.”

Once a pulse was discovered,
Wendell was flown to Erlanger
Hospital in Chattanooga in a
medical helicopter. DeFriece said
that her brother amazed the
physicians and staff by his quick
recovery. “The physicians at
Erlanger assured the family that
the work that was done at
Tennova not only saved his life,
but also the unwavering commit-
ment the staff had to continue
CPR delivered him sufficient oxy-
gen to save his brain from any
damage,” she said.

“Our family chooses to see
what a blessing that Tennova
and its staff is and can be to
others,” she said. “As I contem-
plate the last six weeks of all
that we have been through, I
never want to take for granted
what Tennova’s staff goes
through on a daily basis. When
we are sitting in that ER waiting
room, we can’t see what is going
on behind those closed doors. I
can assure from what our family
saw that we all should be hon-
ored to know — that each of the
staff members at Tennova is
fighting to save a life of someone
else’s family member. Even if our
outcome would have been differ-
ent, we still would have thanked
Tennova for fighting so hard to
save my brother’s life.”

Coleman said it was very spe-
cial for the family to want to
thank his team. He said that
while doctors and nurses are in
the profession of saving lives,
“this is the first time they have
had a special reception for the
staff.

“I believe we have a great staff
here at Tennova, and we do this
every day. People just don’t get
to see it,” he added.

Wendell said that he wouldn’t
be standing with his family at
the reception if it hadn’t been for
the care he received.

“I want to thank them from
the bottom of my heart,” he said.
“I want to thank each and every
one of them who participated in
saving my life. They did a great
job, and I want to thank every-
one out there who prayed for
me.”

Truelove and Coty Ingram said
their friend/father has regained
his sense of humor, too.

“I remember his hands swelled
up, and we told him when he
came to that he was in a ‘Bad
Man’ competition,” Coty Ingram
said. “He said he wondered what
the guy he fought looked like if
he’d gone through what he went
through.

“He’s my Superman. He’s my
best friend, and I want to thank

everyone at Tennova,” he said.
Wendell’s father is a local pas-

tor, and he said that God gave
the doctors and staff at Tennova
their abilities, and thanked them
for their assistance in saving
their son’s life.

“Sometimes we lose sight and
need to be reminded of why we
are all in this thing called life,”
she continued. “We all have
struggles and tend to lose our
faith in humanity. You at

Tennova have certainly helped
restore this in a positive way to
so many that have been involved
in our miracle. Due to the out-
standing care he was given while
in your ER, Wendell has no brain
damage and is progressing back
to his normal life. You proved
you were there to do whatever it
took to save my brother’s life,
and for this we will be forever
grateful to each and every one of
you at Tennova!” 
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 Hope your holiday season comes fully packed —
 with good friends, good food and good times.

 Neighbors like you are the pick of the lot and we thank 
 you  for your trust in us. We’re always happy to be of 

 service,  so feel free to stop by anytime!

 PULLEN’S USED CARS
 & DETAIL SHOP

 FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 60 YEARS
 413 SOUTH LEE HIGHWAY • PHONE 476-8901

 To all our good 
 friends far and 
 near, we wish a 

 Merry Christmas 
 and a 

 Happy New Year!

 SOMMER ODER
 (423) 790-6592

 4526 Mouse Creek Road NW
 Cleveland, TN 37312

 423-790-3086
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

 May Your Home
 Be Blessed!

 www.KaceProperties.com
 423-667-5760

 Keith Jones & Charlotte Peak

 With Tidings
 of Peace & Joy

 Anything is possible during this magical 
 season, just as everything is possible with the 

 help of friends and neighbors like you!
 For helping our dreams take wing, we thank 

 you from the bottom of our hearts.

 851 Keith St. NW
 Cleveland, TN 37311

 423-476-5308

 4495 Keith St. NW
 (Inside Walmart)

 Cleveland, TN 37311
 423-476-5308

 2300 Treasury Drive SE
 (Inside Walmart)

 Cleveland, TN 37323
 423-476-5308

 1815 Decatur Pike
 (Inside Walmart)
 Athens, TN 37303

 423-476-5308

 5588 Little Debbie Pkwy.
 (Inside Walmart)

 Ooltewah, TN 37363
 423-476-5308

 3034 Rhea County Hwy.
 (Inside Walmart)
 Dayton, TN 37321

 423-476-5308

 We wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
 and a Safe and Happy New Year

 Come visit any of our six convenient 
 locations this tax season.

Gatlinburg
From Page 1

Tennova
From Page 1
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COTY INGRAM speaks about his father, Wendell Ingram, back,
during a recent thank you reception for Tennova staff.

students’ parents, and they
received a positive response. 

“Children from these classes
donated coloring books and
crayons. We also received dona-
tions of blankets, lotion and
laundry detergent,” West said.
“In addition, a monetary gift was
donated to Sevier County
Schools. The superintendent at
Sevier County Schools has prom-
ised that all donations given to
the school system will go directly
to the fire victims.” 

West offered her thanks to
Yost, Simmons and Hamsley for
being “very supportive” of the
disaster-relief effort.

She and her family delivered
the donations on a recent per-
sonal visit back to their previous
city of residence, Sevierville. 

Yost said she was glad West
helped organize the drive,
because it benefitted two groups
of people at once. It offered extra
support to the families affected
by the wildfire, and it taught the
North Lee students about the
importance of helping others. 

A couple of the students said
they were glad they could help
families who were facing such a
devastating situation between
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

“People lost their homes!” stu-

dent Cael Coates said with wide
eyes. “And it’s the holidays! It felt
good to maybe help them.” 

He and classmate Mattie
Waycaster carefully ticked items
off their fingers as they recount-
ed the items they and their North
Lee classmates had collected.

Waycaster said she knows
items like detergent and blankets
may not sound that exciting.
Still, she said she believes the
students did what they could to
help families in need. 

“I felt happy because we were
able to help, even though we’re
kids and don’t live there,” said
Waycaster. 
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We are proud to announce our Second Annual Community First Awards and 
Gala presented by Cleveland State Community College and sponsored by First 
Tennessee Foundation. We promise an elegant evening of entertainment and 
celebration, recognizing those individuals in our community who exemplify 

serving community �rst before self. 

Nomination Information
Nominations are requested for those who deserve special recognition for their outstanding 

service to our community. Nominations are open to everyone in our �ve-county service 
area of Bradley, Polk, McMinn, Meigs and Monroe, so make your submission now.  

�e nomination process will close on January 20.

Individual Community First Awards will be presented in each of the following nine 
categories: Arts, Business, Education, Public Service, Volunteer Service, Non-Pro�t 

Leadership, Healthcare, Student Leadership, and Philanthropy. 

Individual winners for each of the nine categories will be announced to the public in 
February.  A Community First Person of the Year winner will be announced at the Gala on 

March 30. We encourage you to attend to �nd out who the overall winner may be!

Event Information
�e Community First Awards Gala is a bene�t for the CSCC Foundation Annual campaign. 

It will be held on March 30, beginning at 6:30 pm at First Baptist Church. Dinner will be 
provided.  Business attire is requested. For more information, call (423) 478-6200.

To send in your nomination, go to mycs.cc/community�rstawards  
and click on the nomination link to begin the process. 

All nominations are due by January 20.

Nominate those that put Community First today!

CSCC is an AA/EEO employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities

 HOURS:
 7 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

 MON.-FRI.
 2700 20TH N.E. • CLEVELAND

 472-3357  FREE
 DELIVERY

 “When Quality and Service are Important”

 Wishing you all things 
 merry and bright. 

 Thank you for warming 
 up our year with your 

 friendship
 and support.

 MERRY CHRISTMAS,
 EVERYONE!

 CLEVELAND
 PLYWOOD CO.
 “SERVING CLEVELAND SINCE 1968”

photo courtesy Bradley County sheriff’s office

A CereMoNY WAs held at
Taylor Elementary School to
honor fifth-graders who complet-
ed the DARE program which
was taught by School Resource
Officer and Deputy Shaun
McKee. Each student submitted
an essay at the conclusion of
the program, and the best essay
was chosen from each of the
two classes. The best essay
winners were Lexi Neighbors
and Emma Wilds. Those stu-
dents read their essays during
the ceremony, and were pre-
sented a medal from Sheriff Eric
Watson, Principal Elizabeth
Kaylor, and McKee. From left,
front, are Neighbors and Wilds.
In back are mascot Darren the
Lion, Kaylor, Watson and
McKee.

A desire to help their community has led to another success-
ful Christmas giving event for W.H.I.T.E., or Women Helping
Individuals Toward Excellence. This is the fourth year the group had
an angel Christmas tree — “I, too, Am An Angel” —  for special needs
individuals. Tiffany Wood said, “Being a blessing to the community,
no matter the need, is at the heart of this year’s Christmas project.
We sympathize with families that are caretakers of those with special
needs. You must give all of yourself to be able to give the correct
care, and we salute those who do.” She explained, “I, too, am an
angel” symbolizes anyone can be an angel. We want to be a blessing
to every part of our community.” With Wood is Antonio Phillips, 15.

Fred’s, small drugstore chain,
may become national player

NEW YORK (AP) — Fred’s, a
small regional drugstore chain
from Memphis, has had a very
good week.

It all started Tuesday, when
Fred’s said it would pay $950 mil-
lion to buy 865 stores that Rite
Aid needed to sell in order to
appease anti-trust regulators and
close its $9.4 billion buyout deal
with Walgreens Boots Alliance
Inc.

The deal will more than double
Fred’s current store count of 650.
CEO Michael Bloom called it a
“transformative event” for the
company.

Fred’s stock has soared since,
rising about 75 percent this week,
its biggest one-week gain since its
shares began trading nearly 25

years ago.
The company, founded in 1947,

sells cosmetics, food and runs
about 370 pharmacy departments
within its stores. Fred’s lost
money in the past two fiscal years,
and had been in the process of
closing stores that weren’t per-
forming well. Its revenue last year
was $2.2 billion, compared to
Walgreens’ $117.4 billion and Rite
Aid’s $30.7 billion.

Fred’s said buying the Rite Aid
stores will turn it into a “national
competitor,” possibly helping it
expand outside of the Southeast.
More than half of Fred’s stores are
in Mississippi, Georgia,
Tennessee or Alabama.

Rite Aid’s 4,600 stores are
spread out around the country.



By ALLEN MINCEY
Banner Staff Writer

According to Heidi Johnson,
an adjunct professor in Campus
Ministries at Lee University,
there are beliefs in Christmas
that are not based on biblical
Scripture.

Johnson spoke to the Rotary
Club of Cleveland Tuesday, and
told the group that some of the
aspects of Christmas may not
necessarily be true.

“As I tell my students, read the
Bible slowly, and see what is
there and what is not there,”
Johnson said.

She knows the Bible, having
received her bachelor of arts in
biblical studies at Colorado
Christian University and her
master of divinity from Austin
Presbyterian Theological
Seminary. She has served as an
ordained pastor for reformed
churches in Texas, Illinois, and
Tennessee.

To prove her point, she gave
the Rotarians in attendance a
short quiz about what the Bible
says about Christmas.

“There are gaps in those sto-
ries in the Bible,” she said.
“Many have tried to fill in those
gaps.”

Johnson asserted that the
popular belief is that Jesus was
born in a manger. She, however,
feels that the Bible does not indi-
cate that He was born in a
manger or stable, but probably in
a home.

She said tthe people of that
period were extremely hospitable,
so they would most assuredly
have a woman who was obviously
with child in a setting different
from a manger.

She added there are questions
as to how Joseph and Mary came
to Bethlehem, where Christ was
born. 

Johnson showed examples of
paintings that showed Joseph on
a horse, but noted that there is
no mention of a horse in the
Bible.

Still, she said that all is up to
interpretation of the person read-
ing the Bible. 

Johnson said even if there are
areas of the Bible and of the birth
of Christ that may not fit the
beliefs of others, the reader
should concentrate “not on the
negative connotation, but on the
positive.”

“Yes, there are areas that are
not presented in the Bible, such
as the picture of the devil with
horns, a tail and a pitchfork,”
Johnson said. “But the Bible
does not describe the devil like
that.”

She said the meaning of
Christmas is not based on
whether there are gaps in the
birth of Jesus, or areas that may
have grown as legend, but that
the son of God was born then
and is still present today.

“The message is that God came
(in the form of Jesus), and is still
with us now,” Johnson said. 

— The Rotary Club will take a
break from its Tuesday meetings
for two weeks, and will return to
the Museum Center at Five
Points on Jan. 10, 2017.

Rotary announced its new offi-
cers for 2017-18 at Tuesday’s
meeting.

President: Bill Brown
President-Elect: Aaron

Weatherford
Vice-President: Mike Griffin
Secretary: Paul Dellinger

Treasurer: Tanya Mazzolini
Immediate Past President:

Victor Boltniew
Members of the Rotary Club of

Cleveland board of directors are:
Membership: Byron Winters
Programs: Matt Ryerson
Publications: Doug Caywood
International Rotary

Foundation: Wayne Wilhelm
Public Relations: Dwight

Richardson
Service: Sherronda Thompson
Youth Services: Denise King.
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OFFICERS and board members for 2017-18 for the Rotary Club of Cleveland include, from left, seat-
ed, Paul McCord, Don Littrell, Mike Griffin, Bill Brown, Victor Boltniew, Paul Dellinger and Denise King.
Standing are Wayne Wilhelm, Byron Winters, Matt Ryerson, Dwight Richardson and Doug Caywood.
Brown is the incoming president for the club, and will take office in July.

Banner photo, ALLEN mINCEY

HEIDI JOHNSON, an adjunct
professor of Campus Ministries
at Lee University, spoke to mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of
Cleveland Tuesday. Her timely
presentation dealt with what she
asserts the Bible says about
Christmas. Banner photo, 

ALLEN mINCEY

KIm CASTEEL
was the recipient
of the Hawk
Award presented
at Tuesday’s
Rotary Club of
Cleveland weekly
meeting.
Presenting the
award is
Sargeant-at-Arms
Don Littrell.

Lee professor tells Rotarians not all 
Christmas beliefs have biblical basis
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SANTA AND mRS. CLAUS made a pre-Christmas stop in Cleveland Friday afternoon to visit with children from veterans’ families at the
Mountain View Inn. The holiday event was sponsored by the Bradley/Hamilton Aid A Veteran organization, which is concluding its second
year in the region in assisting veterans in need.
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KAYLEE AND JOSH COmBS, the children of U.S. Navy veteran
Ashley Combs, got a brief look at the presents prior to Friday’s Aid A
Veteran holiday party at Mountain View Inn. This is the second year
for the organization, which assists regional veterans in need.
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THESE COLLECTION boxes are placed in a number of locations
in Bradley and Hamilton counties, with proceeds being used by the
two-year-old Aid A Veteran organization. 

Aid A Veteran holds Christmas program 
By LARRY C. BOWERS 
Banner Staff Writer

The Aid A Veteran Christmas
program Friday, the second year
of the event, was a treat for sev-
eral families and their children.
The end-of-year party was held
at the Mountain View Inn.

Aid A Veteran was launched a
year ago by CEO Billy Dyer of
Cleveland, and his assistant
Shane Hutcheson. 

The assistance program has
around 15 volunteers who work
closely with the two officers.
Friday’s Christmas party was
one of the big events of the year
— at least for the children who
ranged from 4 years old into
their teens.

Dyer and Hutcheson are proud
of the growth of Aid A Veteran,
and all the projects the organiza-
tion and its volunteers have
undertaken this year.
Throughout the year the volun-
teers have placed donation boxes
in various locations in Bradley
and Hamilton County. These col-

lections, and other donations
from individuals, businesses,
corporations go to assist veter-
ans in need from the two adja-
cent counties. 

Dyer and Hutcheson said they
have tripled the locations for the
donation boxes during the past
year.

The organization has assisted
veterans with appliances (includ-
ing HVAC units), wheelchairs,
utilities, rent, minor auto repair,
groceries, and more.

Friday was for families, with
gifts for all the kids.

Santa and Mrs. Claus also
paid a visit, with Jolly Ole Saint
Nicholas talking to the young-
sters about the holidays and dis-
tributing toys.

Dyer emphasized  Aid A
Veterans assisted four families a
year ago in its first Christmas
program at the Veterans’ VFW
Post on North Ocoee. This year
the gifts, the food and the assis-
tance increased with several fam-
ilies participating. Most of the
families were single-parent units.

Attending Friday’s party were
Marie and Jonathan Hedrick
with the kids: Selena, Savanna,
Gage, Jonath, Walker and
Trivett. 

Also at the holiday activities
were Glennis VanHoozier and her
granddaughter, Chloe Webb;
Reno Hoskins with Naikeria,
Lori, Bryana, Brandon and Josie;
Ashley Combs with her son,
Josh, and daughter, Kaylee; U.S.
Army veteran Stephanie
Minamyer; and U.S. Army veter-
an Bill Phillips and his mom,
Lavonda.

Several volunteers assisted
Dyer and Hutheson with the
event, including Appleby’s local
manager Jamie Boyd and district
manager Kim Hammett of
Knoxville.

In addition to Appleby’s, Dyer
had a long list of Aid A Veteran
partners which he recognized.
They included Keller-Williams
Realty, Sabrina Realty, Staples,
the U.S. Marines who provided
some of the toys, Lake Region
Medical, Open Spigot in

Ooltewah, three locations of the
Golden Corral Restaurant, the
RV/Boat Show, Jack Daniels in
Lynchburg, Gregg Sharrock of
ECI Printing, Piggley-Wiggley
Food Store, Chili’s Restaurant,
Walmart, Chattanooga Market,
Blue Water Restaurant, Zaxby’s
restaurants, Buffalo Wild Wings,
South Side Social, the Mellow
Mushroom, The Great
Locomotive Chase, World of
Wheels, Ho Ho Express, and the
Food City grocery stores.

Dyer pointed out that during
the year, one anonymous gentle-
man in East Ridge  donated sev-
eral power wheelchairs, which
the organization has presented to
veterans in need.

Appleby’s Restaurant, with two
of its managers on hand, provid-
ed Friday’s food and gave away a
$25 gift certificate to each veter-
an adult and a meal certificate to
each child.

Dyer expressed his apprecia-
tion to Mountain View Inn owner
Jeff McFarland for the use of the
hilltop facility.

NASHVILLE — The
Tennessee Department of
Revenue is launching a new
insurance verification system in
early 2017 to promote compli-
ance with the state’s Financial
Responsibility Law.

Ahead of the program’s
launch next month, the
Department of Revenue is
encouraging motorists to
ensure that proper insurance
coverage or other financial

responsibility is in effect for
their vehicles. In particular,
motorists should make sure
that their Vehicle Identification
Number, or VIN, is correct on
registration and insurance doc-
uments.

“Tennessee already has a
financial responsibility law that
applies to Tennessee drivers,”
Revenue Commissioner David
Gerregano said. “The goal of
this new system is to efficiently

and effectively check compli-
ance in order to reduce the
number of motorists who lack
insurance or another form of
financial responsibility.”

The James Lee Atwood, Jr.
Law was passed during the
2015 legislative session in order
to help reduce the overall num-
ber of uninsured drivers on
Tennessee roadways. As part of
this law, the Tennessee
Department of Revenue devel-

oped an insurance verification
program which will be imple-
mented in January 2017.

Under the program, all insur-
ance carriers registered to write
personal automobile liability
policies in Tennessee must reg-
ister with the Department and
provide required policy infor-
mation. The state’s new insur-
ance verification system will
check the policies provided by
the insurance companies

against all currently registered
VINs in Tennessee. Rather than
checking for insurance coverage
at the time of registration
renewal, the system will verify
insurance coverage on a contin-
ual basis throughout the year.

If the system is unable to
confirm insurance coverage for
a vehicle, a notice will be sent to
that owner directing him or her
to a website where he or she
can provide proof of minimum

liability insurance or other
means of financial responsibili-
ty. If a customer does not
respond to the initial notice,
subsequent notices will follow.
Failure to comply with the
notices could result in fines and
eventual vehicle registration
suspension.

For more information about
the Department’s new program,
please visit www.DriveInsured
TN.com.

Tennessee revenue department is launching new system in early 2017
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Rotten egg smell blankets

Philadelphia area
PHILADELPHIA (AP) —

Chestnuts roasting on an open
fire it wasn’t.

Authorities say the acrid odor of
rotten eggs that wafted over
Philadelphia has sent utility crews
searching for a source.

The foul odor first was reported
to dispatchers at Philadelphia Gas
Works around 9:30 p.m. Friday
and complaints about the stench
then flowed into the city’s 911 sys-
tem. Some calls even were
received from neighboring Bucks
County.

About 90 minutes later, city
officials determined the smell was
caused by a kind of sulfur-based
additive. They say isn’t danger-
ous.

WCAU-TV reports that officials
say too much of the chemical was
used at a plant in south
Philadelphia.

PGW and area oil and gas
refineries are investigating but
tell WCAU-TV that so far they
haven’t found what caused the
smell.

2nd arrest for robbery where

Texas officer shot
BRYAN, Texas (AP) — A second

man has been arrested for a con-
venience store robbery in which a
Southeast Texas police officer
was shot.

Police in Bryan say 31-year-
old Jonathon Deshawn Bradley
was arrested in nearby Grimes
County and is being charged
with aggravated robbery for the
holdup early Thursday. Another
31-year-old, Rafeal Antione
Ginn, was arrested earlier.

The officer, who was wearing a
protective vest when shot, was
treated at a hospital for minor
injuries and released.

Police say the robbery
occurred when a group of people
entered the store and one of
them pulled out a firearm. They
took some money and fled.

Police have not said if either
man arrested is the suspected
shooter.

Bryan is about 90 miles north-
west of Houston and adjacent to
College Station, home to Texas
A&M University.

1,200 Michigan customers 

affected when natural gas line hit
L’ANSE, Mich. (AP) — It could

be a cold Christmas for more
than 1,000 people in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula after a vehicle

struck a natural gas line early
Friday, causing an explosion and
fire in Baraga County.

The sheriff’s office says a vehi-
cle went off U.S. 41, struck a
Semco Energy gas line and
caused a fire at a utility substa-
tion in the L’Anse area on Lake
Superior. There were no injuries.

The L’Anse Fire Department
extinguished the fire, but gas
service to about 1,200 gas cus-
tomers in parts of the village and
L’Anse Township will be disrupt-
ed for two to three days while
repairs are made, Baraga County
Sheriff Rick Johnson said.

Utility crews were going door to
door to shut off gas at each home
and business, a process that was
estimated to take hours.

Semco crews also were work-
ing to repair the damage at the
substation, the utility said.
Semco crews from across
Michigan were headed to L’Anse
to assist with service restoration.

Warming centers were estab-
lished at a Baraga school, Ojibwa
Community College and the Big
Bucks Bingo Hall. The National
Weather Service predicted low
temperatures in the 20s and 30s
through Sunday night.

Space heaters were also dis-
tributed for people who preferred
to stay home. At Baraga High
School, district Superintendent
Richard Sarau turned on Wi-Fi
for people staying there.

“You know, it’s tough enough
that it happened during the holi-
days but, you know, if we can
keep the young ones busy, keep
their minds off of things and
keep families working together
and playing games and those
kinds of things — it just makes it
that much easier on everybody,”
Sarau said.

Attorney charged in wife’s 

shooting death released on bail
ATLANTA (AP) — A prominent

Atlanta attorney who is charged
in the shooting death of his wife
has posted bail and been
released from jail.

Local news media report that
Claud “Tex” McIver posted
$200,000 bail Friday afternoon
and left the jail after being fitted
with an ankle monitor. He was
also ordered to surrender his
passport.

McIver is charged with invol-
untary manslaughter and reck-
less conduct.

Atlanta police have said McIver
was riding in a rear seat of an
SUV late Sept. 25 when a gun he

was holding fired and the bullet
hit his wife, 63-year-old Diane
McIver.

McIver’s attorney hasn’t
responded to requests for com-
ment, but McIver has insisted
the shooting was an accident.

Diane McIver was president of
U.S. Enterprises Inc., parent com-
pany of Corey Airport Services.

California pursues new pimping

charges against Backpage.com
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) —

California’s attorney general said
Friday that she was pursuing
new pimping charges against the
operators of Backpage.com, a
website that advertises escort
services, just two weeks after a
judge tossed an earlier case.

Kamala Harris, an incoming
U.S. senator, said she has
charged Backpage executives
Carl Ferrer, Michael Lacey and
James Larkin with 13 counts of
pimping and conspiracy to com-
mit pimping. They also are
charged with 26 counts of money
laundering.

Harris said the new charges
are based on new evidence. They
come after a Sacramento County
judge threw out pimping charges
against the men on Dec. 9, citing
federal free-speech laws.

In the latest case, filed in
Sacramento County Superior
Court, Harris claims Backpage
illegally funneled money through
multiple companies and created
various websites to get around
banks that refused to process
transactions.

She also alleged that the com-
pany used photos of women from
Backpage on other sites without
their permission to increase rev-
enue and knowingly profited from
the proceeds of prostitution.

“By creating an online brothel
— a hotbed of illicit and exploita-
tive activity — Carl Ferrer,
Michael Lacey, and James Larkin
preyed on vulnerable victims,
including children, and profited
from their exploitation,” Harris
said in a statement.

Jim Grant, a lawyer for the
three defendants, said the
charges rehash the earlier case
that was dismissed.

“AG Harris admitted in 2013
that her office cannot bring
state-law charges against
Backpage, and the Superior
Court’s orders earlier this month
confirmed this,” Grant said in an
email. “She cannot avoid First
Amendment protections, federal
law or her obligations to follow

the law, although her new com-
plaint is a transparent effort to
do exactly that.”

Blagojevich seeks presidential

commutation of prison term
CHICAGO (AP) — Imprisoned

former Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich is seeking a presi-
dential commutation of his 14-
year sentence on a corruption
conviction.

U.S. Department of Justice
spokeswoman Dena Iverson said
Friday the department has
received a petition for commuta-
tion from Blagojevich. She
declined to comment further.

The Chicago Democrat was
sentenced in 2011 following his
conviction for trying to exchange
an appointment to President
Barack Obama’s former U.S.
Senate seat for campaign cash.

An appeals court last year
struck down five of his 18 convic-
tions and ordered a new sentenc-
ing, but a judge this year upheld
the 14-year term.

This week Blagojevich’s
lawyers asked a U.S. appeals
court to nullify the prison term
and order another sentencing
hearing, arguing he’s been a
model prisoner.

Blagojevich is being held at a
low-security federal prison in
Colorado.

Alaska’s Bogoslof volcano in

Aleutian Islands erupts again
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — A

volcano is erupting again in
Alaska’s Aleutian Islands.

The Alaska Volcano
Observatory says a Coast Guard
vessel crew was in the area of the
Bogoslof volcano Friday morning
and witnessed an ash plume
from the eruption that lasted
about one hour.

Volcanologist Robert
McGimsey says the plume was
estimated at below 30,000 feet.

He says Unalaska Island about
61 miles from the volcano is the
closest populated area but that
that winds were blowing any ash
away from inhabited areas.

The eruption prompted the
observatory to issue its highest
alert level for aviation again after
the volcano’s eruptions earlier
this week also prompted the
highest alert level.

Federal Aviation Administration
spokesman Allen Kenitzer says
airlines were rerouting flights
around the plume.

He says there were no reported
delays.

NATIONAL BRIEFS



MILAN (AP) — A routine
request for ID papers outside a
deserted train station in a Milan
suburb at 3 a.m. Friday led to a
police shootout that killed the
Tunisian fugitive wanted in the
deadly Christmas market attack
in Berlin.

While authorities expressed
relief that the search for Anis
Amri was over, his four-day run
raised fresh questions about
whether he had any accomplices
and how Europe can stop extrem-
ists from moving freely across its
open borders, even amid an
intense manhunt.

Italian police said Amri traveled
from Germany through France
and into Italy after Monday
night’s truck rampage in Berlin,
and at least some of his journey
was by rail. French officials
refused to comment on his pas-
sage through France, which has
increased surveillance on trains
after recent attacks in France and
Germany.

Italian Premier Paolo Gentiloni
called for greater cross-border
police cooperation, suggesting
some dismay that Europe’s open
frontier policy had enabled Amri
to move around easily despite
being its No. 1 fugitive.

Amri, whose fingerprints and
wallet were found in the truck
that plowed into Christmas mar-
ket outside Berlin’s Kaiser
Wilhelm Memorial Church, killing
12 people and injuring 56 others,
was caught seemingly by chance
after eluding police for more than
three days.

“He was a ghost,” Milan police
chief Antoio de Iesu said, adding
that Amri was stopped because of
basic police work, intensified sur-
veillance “and a little luck.”

Like other cities, Milan has
been on heightened alert, with
increased surveillance and police
patrols. Italian officials stressed
that the two young officers who
stopped Amri didn’t suspect he
was the Berlin attacker, but
rather grew suspicious because
he was a North African man,
alone outside a deserted train sta-
tion in the dead of night.

Amri, who had spent time in
prison in Italy, was confronted by
the officers in Sesto San
Giovanni, a suburb of Milan. He
pulled a gun from his backpack
after being asked to show his ID
and was killed in an ensuing
shootout.

One of the officers, Christian
Movio, 35, was shot in the right
shoulder and had surgery for
what doctors said was a superfi-
cial wound. His 29-year-old part-
ner, Luca Scata, fatally shot Amri
in the chest.

The suspect had no ID or cell-
phone and carried only a pocket
knife and the loaded .22-caliber
pistol he used to shoot Movio,
police said. He was identified with
the help of fingerprints supplied
by Germany.

The Islamic State group has
claimed responsibility for
Monday’s attack. On Friday, it
noted his death in Milan and

released a separate video showing
Amri swearing allegiance to the
group’s leader, Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, while vowing to fight
non-Muslims.

The video, which appeared to
have been taken by Amri himself,
showed him on a footbridge in
northern Berlin, not far from
where the truck used in the
attack was hijacked. It was not
known when the video was taken.

German authorities were sus-
picious of Amri and had put him
under covert surveillance for six
months following a warning from
intelligence agencies that he
might be planning an attack. But
the surveillance ended in
September after police found no
proof of his alleged plans.

Separately, German authorities
tried to deport Amri after his asy-
lum application was rejected in
July but were unable to do so
because he lacked valid identity
papers, and Tunisia initially
denied that he was a citizen.
Authorities said he has used at
least six different names and
three nationalities.

Even as she voiced relief at the
news from Milan, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel ordered
a comprehensive investigation to
determine whether mistakes had
been made and legal hurdles had
hampered the authorities’ han-
dling of the case.

“We can be relieved at the end of
this week that one acute danger
has been ended,” she said in

Berlin. “But the danger of terrorism
as a whole remains, as it has for
many years — we all know that.”

Amri passed through France
before arriving by train at Milan’s
central station where video sur-
veillance showed him at about 1
a.m. Friday, de Iesu said.

A Milan anti-terrorism official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorized to talk publicly about
the investigation, said Amri made
his way to the piazza outside the
Sesto San Giovanni train station
that is 7.5 kilometers (nearly 5
miles) from the main station.

Authorities are still trying to
determine how Amri arrived at
the piazza because only a few
buses operate at that hour.
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 Dr. Mills’
 Night Before Christmas

 Twas the Night before Christmas
 And all over the Pole
 Every creature was stirring
 Except for one poor soul.

 Now the elves were ready
 As were the reindeer
 For a festive Christmas Eve
 But they were filled with fear.

 As the news was spreading
 Like a new Christmas jingle
 Christmas Eve was in jeopardy
 We had a sick Kris Kringle.

 “But,” said one of the elves,
 “I’ll come on the rescue.
 We’ll send him to Dr. Mills
 “He’ll know exactly what to do.

 Now Santa really didn’t know
 What chiropractor are about
 But this convincing little elf
 Carried a tremendous amount of clout

 So in just a few minutes
 On the sleight was St. Nick
 Heading for the office
 and that therapeutic little click.

 When he made it to the doctor
 Suffering miserably with pain
 He could hardly get along
 Without the aid of a cone.

 Linda greeted him with a smile
 Then helped him to the table
 He tried to fill out the forms
 But he was simple unable.

 Then Ronna went for an ice pack
 So Santa’s swelling could go down
 The staff was trying work fast
 For his big night on the town.

 Yvonne took his insurance card
 Blue Cross Blue Shield of the North Pole
 After viewing the x-rays, Doc said,
 “These bones can’t be that old.”

 “It must be the lifting,”
 Santa tried to explain
 “Of cell phones and Donald Trump stuff
 Causing this terrible low back pain.”

 “Neither Pac Man, Pong, Play-doh nor Dictionary
 Ever hurt this way before
 Those iPads aren’t that heavy
 But I’m so terribly sore.

 “You know, I do this every year
 In all kinds of weather
 And compared to pot-belly stoves
 Trump Tower robes are like a feather.

 “What’s more, think of those statues
 Where MIchelangelo took the credit
 Sometimes that bothered the elves
 But I told them not to sweat it.

 “I’ve never had such a problem
 Even with all that in my pack
 Until just the other day
 I suddenly couldn’t straighten my back.”

 “It’s not presidential mugs or statues
 And certainly not the weather,”
 Quickly replied the good doctor
 “It’s all those things together.”

 As he examined Mr. Claus
 He added with a smile
 “You’ve been giving of yourself so long
 It’s been coming for awhile.”

 “Enough talk,” said Santa
 “You’d better get to it.”
 Then it was over
 Before he even knew it.

 St. Nick raised up slowly
 Anxious to get back on his feet
 Then he kicked up his heels, shouting
 “Chiropractors can’t be beat.”

 We heard one more remark
 As they flew out of sight
 “Merry Christmas to all
 And to all a good night.”

 Dr. Keith Mills

 MILLS CHIROPRACTIC CLINICS
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For Iraq’s Christians, Christmas 
cheer is tinged with despair

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — The Nativity
scene and Christmas tree are in
place on the corner of the street.
Some of the children proudly
wear red Santa Claus hats or
show off new toys, mostly plastic
guns for small boys. Windows
and balconies are festooned with
colorful balloons.

It is unmistakably Christmas
on Friday at the Ankawa camp,
home to thousands of Iraqi
Christians who have been dis-
placed since the Islamic State
group seized their towns and vil-
lages in the Nineveh plains of
northern Iraq in 2014.

But the holiday spirit is tinged
with a mix of homesickness and
despair. They still can’t go home
even though their towns and vil-
lages have been wrested back
from the militants by Iraqi forces.
The towns are too devastated,
with no water or electricity. The
Christians are also haunted by
memories of their flight under
cover of darkness to escape the
IS onslaught.

“I just want to go home,” said a
tearful 79-year-old Victoria
Behman Akouma. She was
among a handful who briefly
stayed behind after IS seized her
town of Karamlis in August
2014. “They asked me to convert
to Islam, but I told them I will die
a Christian and that they can kill
me if they want to,” she said.

After 11 days under IS rule,
the militants escorted her to the
border of the self-ruled Kurdish
region in northern Iraq.

The Christians of Nineveh
province, of which Mosul is the
capital, were once members of an
ancient but still vibrant
Christian community in Iraq.
They enjoyed protection and near

equal rights with Iraq’s Muslim
majority under Saddam Hussein,
but their numbers rapidly dwin-
dled after the U.S.-led invasion of
Iraq toppled the regime of the
late dictator in 2003, ushering in
the rise of religious militancy
with the al-Qaida terror network
taking the lead.

The Sunni militants frequently
attacked Christians and church-
es, terrorizing the community
and forcing many to flee abroad,
some to the West, some to the
Kurdish region where tolerance
for religious minorities is much
greater than in the rest of Iraq.
Of the estimated 1.5 million
Christians who lived in Iraq on
the eve of the U.S.-led invasion,
about 500,000 are left.

The Islamic State group’s
onslaught across northern Iraq
in 2014 devastated the unique
communities in Christian-major-
ity town like Karamlis, Bartella
and Qaraqosh — all in the
Nineveh plains.

The Iraqi offensive launched in
October to retake Mosul has
recaptured most Christian areas.
But so far, the Christians have
only gone back for visits, to see
homes or attend services in
churches that were not as badly
damaged and deemed safe.
Returning home for good appears
a distant prospect.

The Rev. Khouri Youssef, a
Catholic Chaldean priest from
Karamlis, was one of two priests
who organized the exit of the
town’s estimated 3,000 popula-
tion in 2014 when news spread
that IS was about to take the
town. Now, he somberly speaks
of the plight of the town’s people
away from home and without
hope of returning soon.

“They are crammed four fami-
lies or more to an apartment,
with no privacy or space,” he
said, standing in the part of
Ankawa where more than a 100
families from Karamlis have lived
in two-story apartment buildings
since 2014. “When we went back
to the town after Daesh left, we
expected it to have been looted,
but we found it destroyed too,”
he said, using the Arabic
acronym for the extremist group.

That means that the
Christians of Karamlis, like oth-
ers, would continue to endure
the indignities of living in camps
for the foreseeable future, relying
on government handouts, assis-
tance from aid organizations and
the church’s benevolence.

“We miss praying in our
churches, sitting outside our
homes in the summer evenings,
tending our gardens and living in
our homes,” said 73-year-old
Youssef. “We bear the wound in
our hearts, but life goes on,” said
Youssef, holding an old painting
depicting St. Barbara, Karamlis’
patron saint who is thought to
have lived in the 3rd century.

“We found it buried under the
rubble when we returned to the
town,” he said.

For Victoria, the 79-year-old
woman from Karamlis, life in a
camp for the displaced may well
be the final stop in a life defined
by tragedy. She lost her husband
to a murderous gang of Muslims
when she was 24. She had not
seen her two children — a
daughter in Britain and a son
she thinks is in Jordan — in 30
years, she said.

Raheel Georgis is another eld-
erly woman who refused to leave
with the rest of the town in 2014,

preferring to stay home. After liv-
ing for three months under IS
rule, the militants placed her at
an old people’s home in Mosul.
Later, they took her before a
Sharia court and gave her the
choice of converting to Islam or
paying a special tax for non-
Muslims.

She rejected both options and,
as a result, was dumped on the
border with the Kurdish region
from where she was taken to
Irbil.

“I humored them the whole
time,” the 72-year-old Georgis
said of the IS militants.

“But I refused to be a Muslim.”

AP Photo/Manu Brabo

ThiS coMBinATion of eight
portraits shows residents of a
camp where Christians displaced
by Islamic State militants are liv-
ing, in Irbil, Iraq, Friday. Iraq’s
Christians are marking the holi-
day in his camp for displaced
people with a sense of worry and
despair,  unable to return to their
towns they were forced to flee
two years ago by the Islamic
State group’s onslaught. 

Berlin attack suspect slain in shootout with Italian police

AP Photo/Markus Schreiber

ArMed Police officerS stand behind concrete blocks for protection near the Brandenburg Gate
in Berlin, Friday after Anis Amri, the suspect of the terrorist attack on a Christmas market in Berlin was
shot in Milan, Italy. 



ERIGAVO, Somalia (AP) — In a
tradition dating to Biblical times,
men rise at dawn in the rugged
Cal Madow mountains of
Somaliland in the Horn of Africa to
scale rocky outcrops in search of
the prized sap of wild frankin-
cense trees.

Bracing against high winds,
Musse Ismail Hassan climbs with
his feet wrapped in cloth to protect
against the sticky resin. With a
metal scraper, he chips off bark
and the tree’s white sap bleeds
into the salty air. “My father and
grandfather were both doing this
job,” said Hassan, who like all
around here is Muslim. “We heard
that it was with Jesus.”

When dried and burned, the
sap produces a fragrant smoke
which perfumes churches and
mosques around the world.
Frankincense, along with gold and
myrrh, was brought by the Three
Kings as gifts in the Gospel
account of the birth of Jesus.

But now these last intact wild
frankincense forests on Earth are
under threat as prices have shot
up in recent years with the global
appetite for essential oils.
Overharvesting has led to the
trees dying off faster than they can
replenish, putting the ancient
resin trade at risk.

“(Frankincense) is something
that is literally given by God to
humanity, so if we don’t preserve
it, if we don’t take care of it, if we
don’t look after it, we will lose
that,” said Shukri Ismail,
Somaliland’s minister of environ-
ment and rural development.

The Cal Madow mountains,
which rise from the Gulf of Aden
in sheer cliff faces reaching over
8,000 feet (2,440 meters), are part
of Somaliland, an autonomous
republic in Somalia’s northwest.
The frankincense trade is
Somaliland’s largest source of gov-
ernment revenue after livestock
and livestock products, Ismail
said.

Harvesting frankincense is
risky. The trees can grow high on
cliff edges, shallow roots gripping
bare rock slithering with ven-
omous snakes. Harvesters often
slip and tumble down canyon
walls.

“Every year people either break
both legs or die. Those casualties
are so often,” said Hassan, adding
that he wished he had proper
ropes and climbing gear. “It’s a
very dangerous job, but we don’t
have any alternative.”

Once the resin is collected,
women sort the chunks by color
and size. The various classes of
resin are shipped to Yemen, Saudi
Arabia and eventually Europe and
America. Besides its use as
incense, frankincense gum is dis-
tilled into oil for use in perfumes,
skin lotions, medicine and chew-
ing gum.

In the last six years, prices for

raw frankincense have shot up
from around $1 per kilogram to $5
to $7, said Anjanette DeCarlo, an
ecologist and director of Conserve
Cal Madow, an environmental
group.

The rise in demand is the result
of stronger marketing in the
essential oils industry, which
labels frankincense as the “King of
Essential Oils,” DeCarlo said. The
dwindling supply of high-quality
resin, and competition between
exporters, also are factors.

Now over-tapping is destroying
the trees across the Cal Madow, as
tappers try to extract as much sap
as possible and make too many
cuts per tree. They also tap the
trees year-round rather than sea-
sonally, preventing the trees from
recovering.

“The death rate of the adult
trees is alarming,” DeCarlo said.
“There is potential for regenera-
tion, but it takes about 40 years or
so for these trees to become viable
for tapping if it’s done right.”

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — A
South Korean special prosecutor
on Saturday summoned the jailed
friend of impeached President
Park Geun-hye who allegedly
exploited her connections with
Park to extort money and favors
from the country’s largest compa-
nies and manipulate government
affairs.

In handcuffs, white prison
clothes and a surgical mask, Choi
Soon-sil was escorted into a
southern Seoul office where inves-
tigators have been widening their
inquiry into the scandal. Millions
of protesters have taken to the
streets before the country’s oppo-
sition-controlled parliament on
Dec. 9 voted to impeach Park.

Lee Kyu Chul, an official from
the investigation team led by spe-
cial prosecutor Park Young-soo,
said without elaborating that Choi
would be “broadly” questioned on
charges that were included in
indictments and also on newer
allegations. Choi can be sum-
moned several more times in the
coming weeks, he said.

Lee also said the team was plan-
ning to question Park, but did not
say when that might happen.

“We can investigate (the presi-
dent) depending on how things
develop and we are preparing for it
in our own way,” Lee told
reporters.

Choi’s summoning came before
a massive crowd gathered near the
presidential palace to call for
Park’s permanent removal,
extending the country’s largest-
ever protest movement to
Christmas Eve. Carrying signs
and candles and wearing Santa
hats, the protesters marched
toward the presidential residence
and offices, Prime Minister Hwang
Kyo-ahn’s office and the
Constitutional Court.

Thousands of Park’s conserva-
tive supporters rallied in nearby
streets, waving the national flag
and shouting for Park’s powers to

be restored.
The Constitutional Court has

up to six months to decide
whether Park should permanently
step down or be reinstated. Her
presidential powers are suspended
until then, with the prime minister
serving as the government care-
taker.

State prosecutors have accused
Park of colluding with Choi as she
allegedly amassed an illicit fortune
and held extraordinary sway over
government decisions, such as
choosing Cabinet ministers.

They have now handed over
their investigation to the special
prosecutor, whose team earlier on
Saturday summoned former Vice
Sports Minister Kim Chong.

Kim is suspected of helping
Choi wrest money and favors from

Samsung, the country’s largest
business group. He also allegedly
swung lucrative business deals to
sports organizations that Choi
controlled and influenced the min-
istry’s decision to financially sup-
port a winter sports group run by
Choi’s niece, who has also been
arrested.

Samsung is under suspicion
that it sponsored Choi to win gov-
ernment backing for a controver-
sial merger deal between two affil-
iates last year that helped promote
a father-to-son transfer of leader-
ship and corporate wealth at the
group.

Samsung scion Lee Jae-yong,
son of ailing group chairman Lee
Kun-hee, has apologized over the
use of corporate funds to buy a
horse for Choi’s daughter, Yoora

Chung, an equestrian athlete, but
denied that Samsung sought
favors from Choi or Park’s admin-
istration.

Investigators are now trying to
find and detain Chung and have
requested the help of prosecutors
in Germany, where she is believed
to be staying. On Wednesday, they
raided South Korea’s National
Pension Service, which supported
the merger between the two
Samsung affiliates even though
the fund’s stake in one of the com-
panies lost an estimated hundreds
of millions of dollars in value.

Samsung is also one of the main
companies that gave a combined
77.4 billion won ($65 million) to
two nonprofit foundations Choi
allegedly controlled and abused to
expand her personal wealth.
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 God’s love is the reason
 for this beautiful season.

 Thanking Him for the gifts
 that remain all year long–

 the hope and joy of our Savior,
 the blessing of cherished memories,

 and the dear friendships
 that truly make life more special.

 Rich Blessings at Christmas
 and in the New Year
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S. Korean investigators summon Park’s jailed friend

AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon

SuPPorterS of imPeAched South Korean President Park Geun-hye shout slogans during a rally
opposing her impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday. Large crowds of South Koreans were
expected to march in the streets on Saturday, calling for the permanent removal of Park and extending
the historically biggest protest movement in the country to Christmas Eve. 

Last wild frankincense 
forests are under threat

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS

Gov’t troops, rebels claims 

cease-fire violations
MOSCOW (AP) — Both the

Ukrainian government and
Russia-backed rebels in the east
of the country said on Saturday a
new cease-fire that was to come
into effect midnight on Friday
has been violated.

Separatist mouthpiece
Donetsk News Agency on
Saturday accused government
troops of shelling rebel positions
at least 140 times since the time
both parties had agreed to cease
fire.

The Ukrainian government ini-
tially reported no violations
across the front line, but its oper-
ational headquarters later said
the rebels opened fire four times
at three different locations.

One Ukrainian soldier was
wounded, said the government
spokesman for the operation in
the east, Andriy Lysenko, in a
statement indicating that the
rebels used heavy artillery. Eight
government troops have died this
week. The conflict that began in
2014 has so far claimed more
than 9,600 lives.

This week’s uptick in fighting
had pushed the government and
the separatists to agree on the
cease-fire deal on Wednesday.
The presidents of Ukraine,
Russia and the rebels have
voiced their commitment to the
truce.

Catholic envoy to Holy Land

expresses hope for Aleppo
BETHLEHEM, West Bank (AP)

— The top Roman Catholic cleric
in the Holy Land says he’s glad
that “at least the military war” in
the Syrian city of Aleppo is over
and that Christians there can
celebrate Christmas “without
fear.”

Rev. Pierbattista Pizzaballa
traveled from Jerusalem in a tra-
ditional Christmas Eve proces-
sion on Saturday ahead of mid-
night Mass in Bethlehem.

He told The Associated Press
that he hoped the people of
Aleppo could “rebuild the city,
not only the infrastructure but
also the common relations that
was a tradition over there.”

The Syrian government
assumed full control of Aleppo
earlier this month when rebels,
including some Islamic militants,
agreed to withdraw from their
last remaining enclave after more
than four years of heavy fighting
over the country’s largest city.

Explosion rocks Syria’s 

Aleppo as residents return
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian state TV

says an explosion rocked eastern
Aleppo as some residents were
returning to their homes after the
government assumed full control
of the city earlier this week.

It says the explosion on
Saturday was caused by a device
left inside a school by Syrian
rebels, who withdrew from their
last remaining enclave under a
cease-fire deal after more than
four years of fighting.

A correspondent for Lebanon’s
Hezbollah-run Al-Manar TV was
reporting live from the area when
the blast sounded in the back-
ground, sending a huge cloud of
dust into the air. The correspon-
dent later said that at least three
people were killed.

The rebel pullout from Aleppo,
which was completed on
Thursday, marks President
Bashar Assad’s greatest victory
since the conflict began in 2011.

Power restored to most homes in

Scotland; more storms ahead
LONDON (AP) — Engineers

have restored service in the vast
majority of homes in northern
Scotland that lost power during
the intense winds of Storm
Barbara.

Officials said Saturday elec-
tricity is back on in more than
21,000 homes, with scattered
outages remaining on several
islands because of local condi-
tions. Some 762 customers are
still without power on Lewis,
Jura and in the Shetland Islands.

More heavy winds are expected
over Christmas and Boxing Day
and severe weather warnings
remain in effect for parts of
Scotland.

Gusts Friday topped 80 mph
(130 kph) in some places, leading
to some bridge closures and can-
cellation of ferry services. Train
travel linking Scotland and
England was expected to contin-
ue through Christmas Eve with
minor delays expected.

India’s Modi lays foundation 

of huge statue amid criticism
NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday laid the foundation
stone for a massive memorial of a
medieval warrior king that’s
expected to cost billions of rupees
and has come under criticism
from environmental activists and
others.

The memorial, which includes
a proposed 192-meter (630-foot) -
tall statue of Shivaji, a 16th cen-
tury ruler from western India,
will be built off the coast of
Mumbai on land reclaimed from
the Arabian Sea.

The project is expected to be
completed by 2019.

The government of
Maharashtra state, of which
Mumbai is the capital, is expect-
ed to spend about 36 billion
rupees ($530 million) on the stat-
ue.

By midday Saturday, some
25,900 people had signed a
Change.org petition asking that
the government spend the money
on infrastructure and develop-
ment instead.

“Apart from a waste of money,
this statue is going to be terrible
for the environment, for the traf-
fic situation in South Bombay
and a security nightmare,” the
petition says.

Once complete, the statue will
be more than twice the height of
the Statue of Liberty.

Taliban kill 3 Afghan police in

attack on checkpoint
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —

Taliban insurgents attacked a
checkpoint in western
Afghanistan early Saturday,
killing at least three police and
wounding four others, officials
said.

Toryalai Abdyani, the police
chief of Farah province, said the
attackers killed the three police
and escaped with weapons and
ammunition taken from the
checkpoint. Another police offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorized to brief reporters, said
11 police were killed.

Taliban spokesman Qari
Yusouf Ahmadi claimed the
attack.

In the capital, meanwhile, two
gunmen on a motorbike opened
fire at the home of a former
Taliban leader late Friday, killing
a security guard, said Fraidoon
Obaidi, the head of the Kabul
police’s criminal investigation
department.

The former Taliban leader,
Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, was
not home at the time, Obaidi
said.

Zaeef served as the Taliban’s
envoy to Pakistan when the
group ruled Afghanistan in the
1990s but has since reconciled
with the current U.S.-backed
government and has been
involved in efforts to revive peace
talks with the insurgents.

No one has claimed the attack,
which came two days after
Taliban fighters attacked the
Kabul home of a parliamentarian
from the restive southern
Helmand province, killing eight
people. The lawmaker survived
the assault.

Knights of Malta to pope: Stay 

out of our internal affairs
VATICAN CITY (AP) — The

Order of Malta, the ancient
Roman Catholic aristocratic lay
order, has told Pope Francis that
his decision to launch an investi-
gation into the ouster of a top
official over a condom scandal is
“unacceptable.”

In an extraordinary rebuke of
the pontiff, the group said the
replacement of its grand chancel-
lor was an “act of internal gov-
ernmental administration of the
Sovereign Order of Malta and
consequently falls solely within
its competence.”

Francis on Thursday appoint-
ed a five-member commission to
investigate the ouster of Albrecht
von Boeselager amid evidence
that Francis’ own envoy to the
group helped engineer it without
his blessing.

One charge used against von
Boeselager concerned a program
that the order’s aid group partic-
ipated in several years ago to
help sex slaves in Myanmar,
including giving them condoms
to protect against HIV infection.
Church teaching bars artificial
contraception.

Chinese carrier carries out 

fighter drills on open seas
BEIJING (AP) — China’s mili-

tary says its first aircraft carrier
group has carried out a series of
fighter launch, recovery and air
combat exercises in the Yellow
Sea ahead of a scheduled voyage
farther afield.

The Defense Ministry
announced late Friday that the
Liaoning carrier group con-
ducted the drills in the Yellow
Sea in recent days, adding that
the group “as a next step will
conduct scheduled cross-sea
training and tests.” The min-
istry did not specify its desti-
nation, but its “cross-sea”
wording has prompted specu-
lation in the Chinese media
that the warships could soon
sail to the contested South
China Sea.
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Graves in the Fort Hill Cemetery’s Veterans Section will be decorated with crosses with American Flags during the holiday season
thanks to AmVetS Post 13. Daniel Koob, commander of AmVetS Post 13,  noted, “It is important to respect and honor these veterans who
served our country so the United States continues to be a free country.” Placing the crosses were marilyn Nagel, Brandy Koob, mahayla
Koob and Andrew Koob. 

Vote on Israel could spur further action or trouble
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The

U.S. green light that allowed the
U.N. Security Council to condemn
Israeli settlements in the West
Bank and east Jerusalem could
spur moves toward new terms to
end the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. But it also poses dangers for
the United Nations with the
incoming Trump administration
and may harden Israel’s attitude
toward concessions.

The Obama administration’s
decision to abstain and allow the
U.N.’s most powerful body to
approve a long-sought resolution
calling Israeli settlements “a fla-
grant violation under internation-
al law” was a sharp rebuke to a
longstanding ally and a striking
rupture with past U.S. vetoes.

U.S. Ambassador Samantha
Power said “it is because this res-
olution reflects the facts on the
ground — and is consistent with
U.S. policy across Republican
and Democratic administrations
throughout the history of the
state of Israel — that the United

States did not veto it.”
She cited a 1982 statement by

then-President Ronald Reagan
that the United States “will not
support the use of any additional
land for the purpose of settle-
ments” and that “settlement
activity is in no way necessary for
the security of Israel.”

The Security Council vote
Friday, however, was anything
but routine for Washington,
which traditionally vetoes all
resolutions related to the
decades-old Israeli-Palestinian
conflict on grounds that differ-
ences must be solved through
negotiations. It was the first res-
olution on the conflict approved
during President Barack
Obama’s nearly eight years in
office and shone a spotlight on
his icy relationship with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

The U.S. decision to abstain
on the 14-0 vote followed
months of intensely secret delib-
erations in Washington, a spate

of fresh Israeli settlement
announcements that sparked
exasperation and anger from
American officials, and recent
attempts by Israel’s government
to have parliament legalize thou-
sands of homes built on private-
ly owned Palestinian land.

After Egypt suddenly post-
poned a scheduled vote on the
resolution Thursday, reportedly
under pressure from Israel and
supporters of U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump, four new
sponsors stepped up and
pushed it through — Malaysia,
New Zealand, Venezuela and
Senegal, each representing a dif-
ferent region and reflecting the
wide support for the measure.

Trump demanded that Obama
veto the resolution and tweeted
after the vote, “As to the U.N.,
things will be different after Jan.
20th” — when Trump takes office.

It would be virtually impossi-
ble, however, for Trump to over-
turn the resolution. It would
require a new resolution with

support from at least nine mem-
bers in the 15-member Security
Council and no veto by one of the
other permanent members —
Russia, China, Britain or France,
all of whom supported Friday’s
resolution.

Republicans, who control
Congress, immediately threat-
ened consequences. Sen. Lindsay
Graham, who heads the Senate
panel in charge of U.S. payments
to the U.N., said he would “form a
bipartisan coalition to suspend or
significantly reduce” funding. He
added that countries receiving
U.S. aid could also be penalized
for supporting the resolution.

Under U.N. rules, failure to pay
dues leads to the loss of voting
privileges in the General
Assembly.

The vote on settlements
sparked behind-the-scenes dis-
cussion in the usually divided
Security Council on what else
might be achieved on the Israeli-
Palestinian issue while Obama is
still in the White House.

U.S. warns of possible 
attacks on churches, 
holiday gatherings

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal
authorities warned law enforce-
ment authorities across the
nation Friday that Islamic State
sympathizers are continuing to
call for attacks on churches
and other holiday gathering
sites.

The warning was issued after
a publicly available list of U.S.
churches was posted on a mili-
tants’ social media site. It also
came just days after Monday’s
attack at a Christmas market in
Berlin that left 12 dead and 56
injured.

Separately on Friday, police
in Australia detained five men
suspected of planning a series

of Christmas Day attacks using
explosives, knives and a gun in
the heart of Melbourne.

FBI spokesman Andrew Ames
said U.S. citizens are advised to
maintain awareness of their
surroundings and report suspi-
cious activity. He said the FBI
will work closely with federal,
state and local law enforcement
should there be any potential
threat to public safety.

“The FBI is aware of the
recent link published online
that urges attacks against U.S.
churches,” Ames said. “As with
similar threats, the FBI is
tracking this matter while we
investigate its credibility.”

Obama signs defense policy
bill, objects on Guantanamo

HONOLULU (AP) — President
Barack Obama signed into law
Friday a defense policy bill that
authorizes $611 billion for the
military in 2017, lauding provi-
sions designed to sustain
momentum in countering the
Islamic State group while
harshly criticizing Congress’s
insistence on keeping open the
military prison at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

The legislation provides a 2.1
percent pay hike for the mili-
tary and sets spending priori-
ties and guidance for the cur-
rent fiscal year. The funding for
the programs is delivered
through a separate spending
bill.

Obama, who is vacationing in
Hawaii, said the bill will provide
vital benefits to military person-
nel and their families. He also
said it improved flexibility for
government agencies in coun-
tering cyber-attacks and adver-
saries’ use of drones.

But he was highly critical of
several other provisions. Among
them, Obama cited the contin-
ued operation of Guantanamo.
He said spending hundreds of
millions of dollars to keep fewer
than 60 men in isolation under-

mines U.S. standing in the
world and emboldens violent
extremists.

Obama submitted a plan in
February to close the detention
facility. Instead, lawmakers are
trying to keep the facility a per-
manent feature in the war on
terrorism, the president said.

Over the last two years, the
administration has transferred
73 detainees to other countries,
and Obama said in a release
that the efforts to transfer oth-
ers will continue until his final
day in office.

“Unless the Congress
changes course, it will be
judged harshly by history,”
Obama said.

Obama also said Congress
failed to use the bill to reduce
wasteful overhead or modernize
military health care, which he
said would exacerbate budget
pressures facing the military in
the years ahead.
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Local teams
have reason
to be jolly

AP photo

FALCONS quARTERBACk

Matt Ryan runs out of the pocket
against the San Francisco 49ers,
in Atlanta. 

’Tis the season to be jolly, and
every Bradley County winter
sports program has something to
be thankful for this Christmas.

Here are the Christmas gifts for
each varsity program encompass-
ing three high schools around our
far-above-average sports town.

Cleveland
According to the late, great

Green Bay Packers coach Vince
Lombardi, “Leaders aren’t born,
they are made. They are made by
hard effort, which is the price
which all of us must pay to
achieve any goal that is worth-
while.”

Colton Landers, a Cleveland
senior and No. 1-ranked wrestler
at the 132-pound weight class in
Class AAA, has provided quite a
gift for first-year head coach Josh
Bosken. 

With a versatile toolbelt of
wrestling moves and strategies,
Landers has been flawless this
season.

The two-time state finalist has a
16-0 record with nine victories by
pins. Landers also took the top
spot in the state with a 13-5 major
decision to help the Blue Raiders
capture the program’s second ever
Cleveland Duals title with a 34-33
win over Bradley on Dec. 10.

On the wish list for opposing
coaches who come across the Blue
Raiders’ boys’ basketball team the
rest of the season will be any type
of solution to limit KK Curry.

Curry’s dominance in the paint
and rim-rocking and double-dou-
ble ability have indeed sparked the
best start for Cleveland basketball
since the 2002-03 season. 

Through a 12-1 start, including
a double-digit win at Bradley
Central and a takedown of defend-
ing state champion and No. 1
ranked Fulton this past Saturday,
Curry has been one of the state’s
best at moments.

In victories over Sequoyah,
Alcoa and Walker Valley, the post
player with a 6-foot-8 wingspan
combined for 112 points and 40

Falcons can clinch NFC South on Panthers’ home field
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) —

Matt Ryan and the Atlanta
Falcons knew coming into the
season that the road to the NFC
South championship would go
through Carolina.

Now, that’s literally the case.
The Falcons (9-5) can capture

the division their first division
title since 2012 on Saturday
with a win over the three-time
defending NFC South champion
Panthers on their home field,
combined with a Tampa Bay
loss or tie against New Orleans.

Falcons coach Dan Quinn
said his team is expecting a bat-
tle, even though Carolina (6-8) is
all but eliminated from playoff
contention.

“That’s what you look for in a
division game,” Quinn said.
“That’s what makes them so

much fun — the toughness, the
hardness that comes with it.”

The Panthers would love noth-
ing more than to play spoiler
against the Falcons, a team that
ended Carolina’s unbeaten sea-
son last December in Week 16 at
the Georgia Dome.

But to do so, Carolina will
need to stop Ryan.

The MVP candidate threw for
503 yards and four touchdowns
in a 48-33 win over Carolina
earlier this season. It was the
most yards passing ever surren-
dered by the Panthers, prompt-
ing defensive coordinator Sean
McDermott to say of the plane
ride home, “Honestly? I wanted
to open a window and jump.”

Carolina’s defense has been
much improved in recent weeks,
and safety Kurt Coleman is

expecting a better performance
this time around.

“Our confidence is much high-
er than it was the last time we
played them,” Coleman said.
“We have to get pressure on Matt
Ryan and we have to be able to
lock up on defense and make
plays when we are in the area.”

Things to watch in Saturday’s
Falcons-Panthers game:

Julio’s big day: Julio Jones
leads the NFL with 1,253 yards
receiving despite missing the
last two games with a sprained
toe. A big reason is Jones’ fran-
chise-record 300 yards in that
last meeting with Carolina.
Jones abused since-released
Bene Benwikere and rookie
James Bradberry while posting
the NFL’s first 300-yard game in
three years.

Jones caught passes for 22,
14 and 15 yards on Atlanta’s
first three plays and had a 75-
yard touchdown catch in his
memorable day.

Although the Panthers may
not have a cornerback who can
stick with Jones, it will be diffi-
cult for him to repeat his big day
if he is able to play. Jones ran
full-speed for the first time on
Wednesday and likely won’t be
100 percent.

“It was important to sit out
those two games and heal up
like I needed to heal up,” Jones
said.

MVP talk: Jones and running
back Devonta Freeman have
endorsed Ryan for MVP this
week. Freeman ran for three
touchdowns in last week’s rout
of the 49ers and was named

NFC offensive player of the
week.

Jones said he has been
impressed by watching Ryan
from the sideline the last two
weeks.

“Matt does great things. I was
a fan,” Jones said. “When you’re
watching live action, you see the
coverage and everything. You
watch him as he goes through it
— boom, boom, boom. It’s unbe-
lievable. He’s been doing a great
job for us.”

Olsen on verge of record:
Carolina’s Greg Olsen needs 8
yards receiving to accomplish
something Tony Gonzalez,
Kellen Winslow and even Rob
Gronkowski have never done:
become the first tight end in
league history to post three
straight 1,000-yard seasons.

AP photo

TENNESSEE TITANS quARTERBACk Marcus Mariota throws in
the first half against the Kansas City Chiefs in Kansas City, Mo. The
Tennessee Titans are on the verge of a record-tying turnaround and
quite possibly the franchise’s biggest game in years. All they have to
do is beat reeling Jacksonville today to make it a reality.

Titans have lots at stake on road against reeling Jaguars
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — The Tennessee

Titans are on the verge of a record-tying turn-
around and quite possibly the franchise’s
biggest game in years.

All they have to do is beat reeling
Jacksonville on Saturday to make them a real-
ity.

“We control our own destiny right now, and
everybody’s well aware of that,” linebacker
Derrick Morgan said. “And we don’t want to
have any regrets looking back in two weeks, so
we’re going to be all in, as usual. We’ll be
ready.”

The Titans (8-6) have won three in a row to
give them five more victories than they had
last season. Another against the Jaguars (2-
12) would tie them for the biggest one-year
turnaround in team history. Tennessee also
improved by six wins in 1967 (one win to
seven) and 1974 (three wins to nine).

More importantly, a victory also would
make next week’s regular-season finale
against Houston an AFC South title game, a
winner-take-all affair that would be
Tennessee’s most significant matchup since

losing in the divisional round of the 2008 play-
offs.

“We’re in a good position, a position we’ve
earned and I think these guys understand,”
Titans coach Mike Mularkey said. “We have a
really good locker room. We have a lot of good
leaders in it. I think they understand where
we’re at and the message is still consistently
being told to them: Avoid distractions and lock
in for the Jaguars and the Jaguars alone.”

The Jaguars have all the distractions.
Coach Gus Bradley was awkwardly fired fol-

lowing last week’s loss in Houston. Owner
Shad Khan and general manager Dave
Caldwell decided before the game to fire
Bradley, win or lose. With Khan not in
Houston, Caldwell delivered the news just
before the team left for the airport.

Players, assistant coaches and staff mem-
bers found out via social media and text mes-
sages. Bradley then joined them on the char-
ter flight home, spending much of the trip say-
ing thanks to everyone aboard.

“We were given an opportunity to play for a
guy that’s unbelievable, brought in an unbe-

lievable culture unlike anywhere else,” quar-
terback Blake Bortles said. “It was awesome.
We took advantage of it. We didn’t do the
things that we needed to do to keep that. Now,
we’ll have to figure out what’s next.”

Doug Marrone was named the interim
coach for the final two games. Marrone made
no changes other than a few tweaks to prac-
tice and meeting schedules.

The big question now: How will the Jaguars
respond? Having lost nine consecutive games,
they could pack it in and get blown out like
they did in the first meeting in Nashville or
rally around Bradley and play inspired foot-
ball for at least a few hours.

“It’s our fault. It’s my fault. It’s everybody’s
fault,” Bortles said. “We played a part in this
happening. Now, we have to live with the
results and what happens next. For me and a
lot of guys in the locker room, we’re going to
play as hard as we can for the Jaguars organ-
ization until they tell us not to anymore. I
know there are a lot of guys in there that feel
the same way regardless of who’s coaching
us.”

More Christmas tournament
action still on the horizon

By PATRICK MacCOON
Banner Sports Writer

While Christmas break is in
full swing, two local high schools’
still have major holiday basket-
ball tournaments in which they
are excited to take part. 

Here are the previews and
thoughts from coaches about the
upcoming action.

2016 Renasant Bank
Christmas Tournament 

(Dec. 28-30)
For the sixth consecutive sea-

son, the Bradley Central boys’
basketball team will travel to
Maryville High School’s
Christmas tournament.

Among the competition will be
a defending state champion in
Fulton along with Gallatin, Knox
Webb, Sevier County, Maryville,
Anderson County and Alcoa.

The Bears (7-4) will open with
Anderson County (11-5) at 1:30
p.m. Wednesday.

“It’s a great tournament with
strong competition,” head coach
Chuck Clark said. “Our fan sup-
port is still able to travel up
there. And it’s just far enough-
away where our team can stay at
least one night up there and
have some team comradery.”

With a pair of 28-point games
this season and a double-double
average, senior Cole Copeland
will look to continue his strong
scoring as well as another aspect
of his game that has caught the
eyes of others this season.

“Cole has really been his typi-
cal self scoring and rebounding

this season,” Clark said. “He has
always kept his teammates
involved, but he’s had to get
more people involved this sea-
son. He’s realized he needs guys
like John Brown and Ty Beavers
just as much as we need him.”

Brown and Beavers have each
had 20-point games this season
and can present a cause for con-
cern to opposing defenses rather
than just Copeland.

“Ty has been a steady hand
from behind the arc for us this
season,” Clark said. “He has
stepped his game up and we
talked about that in the presea-
son. We were going to depend
upon him for scoring, defense
and rebounding. He has taken
that and run with it.”

Andrew Johnson Bank
Christmas Tournament 

(Dec. 28-31)
The Bearettes will travel to

take part in the 28th annual
Christmas tournament at Hal
Henard Gym in Greeneville,
which is one of the most well
respected high school girl’s only
tournaments in the country.

The 16-team tournament will
consist of eleven in state teams
with five other schools from
Kentucky, Georgia, South
Carolina and West Virginia com-
peting as well.

State powers besides Bradley
include: South Greene, Daniel
Boone, Oak Ridge and
Morristown West.

“I didn’t know that we wouldBanner photo, RICHARD ROBERTS

CLEVELAND LADY RAIDERS’ Amber Morman goes for a kill against Farragut at the
Tennessee state volleyball tournament, at Middle Tennessee State University, in Murfreesboro.

Living by faith

Lady Raiders embrace
Morman’s convictions

By PATRICK MacCOON
Banner Sports Writer

Sports and faith often go hand-in-hand, which
is exactly the case for one senior Cleveland stu-
dent athlete.

While playing an important role for the Lady
Raiders’ volleyball and basketball teams this sea-
son, Amber Morman has dedicated time to help-
ing her programs win, all while staying true to her
beliefs.

As a devout Seventh-day Adventist, which is a

Protestant Christian faith distinguished by its
observance of Saturday as the Sabbath and sev-
enth day of the week, Morman’s choice of religion
has kept her from competing in varsity sports
from sunset on Fridays to sunset on Saturdays.

The Fourth Commandment is in fact one she
lives by: “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it
holy.”

“I really have always liked sports and I don’t
think that just because I can’t play certain nights Banner photo, LYNNAE ROBERTS

CLEVELAND’S BAILEY ANDERSON and the Lady Raiders will
join the Blue Raiders in Christmas tournament basketball action
beginning Wednesday, inside the Raider Arena.

See MORMAN, Page 21

See MacCOON, Page 21

See TOURNAMENT, Page 21
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Can anyone pull off a win over Alabama?
(AP) — Everybody says they

want Alabama. Then they get the
Crimson Tide and reality sets in:
These guys are almost impossi-
ble to beat.

Alabama is in the College
Football Playoff for the third
straight season, the only school
that can make that claim. And
as good as Alabama has been
through an unprecedented run
of four national titles in seven
seasons, this version of the top-
ranked Tide might be the best of
all.

The Huskies are a resurgent
bunch, in contention for a
national title for the first time in
decades, with a coach who has a
reputation for pulling off upsets.
Ohio State fans have every rea-
son to believe the Buckeyes can
take down the Tide — Urban
Meyer’s team did just that in the
first playoff semifinals.

Deshaun Watson and the
Tigers went toe-to-toe with the
Tide in last season’s champi-
onship game.

Coach Nick Saban’s crew of
former blue-chip recruits and
future NFL players is unbeaten,
but are they unbeatable? A case
for each of the teams in the play-
off:

WASHINGTON

What it needs to do: Play

the perfect game.
Sounds impossible, right? It

seems the only chance
Washington has against the
Crimson Tide is to play flawless-
ly and hope Alabama is already
looking forward to hanging out
on the beaches of Tampa ahead
of the championship game.

But perfection for the Huskies
doesn’t mean going outside of
what got them to the national
semifinals, especially on the
offensive side.

“You don’t want to get too far
away from what got you to this
point,” Washington offensive
coordinator Jonathan Smith
said. “At the same time you’ve
got some time to put in some
wrinkles or do things different-
ly.”

Quarterback Jake Browning
spent most of the season avoid-
ing mistakes and must do the
same against Alabama. But his
two worst games came against
USC and Colorado, the two most
athletic and physical defenses
the Huskies faced. Alabama had
45 sacks this season, third most
in the nation, and Browning is
not particularly mobile. If
Browning can get the ball to
speedster John Ross and fellow
wide receiver Dante Pettis — big
if — there could be some favor-
able matchups for Washington.

Possible difference maker:

Coach Chris Petersen. He has a
track record during his time at
Boise State of beating long odds.
The ultimate example happened
10 years ago when his first Boise
State team knocked off
Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl.
Petersen loves his tricky plays
and has a good feel for when to
break out the gadgets.

“We’ve played in a lot of big
games over the years,” Petersen
said. “We’ve played in some big
games this year. I know usually
when we play in games like that,
our guys may be a little more on
point and you feel a different
energy and those type of things.
So that’s nice to be involved with
that.”

Chances to beat Bama: Poor.

No team truly matches up with
Alabama, but the Huskies’ rela-
tively inexperienced offensive
line and stationary quarterback
is a recipe for disaster.

OHIO STATE

What it needs to do: Beat
Alabama at its own game, turn-
ing turnovers into touchdowns.

The Crimson Tide has 14 non-
offensive touchdowns, including
11 on defense. Ohio State has
seven defensive touchdowns.

Ohio State will have a hard
time recreating the offensive
success it had against Alabama
in the 2014 semifinals if it does
face the Tide in the champi-
onship game in Tampa, Florida,
on Jan. 9.

The Buckeyes struggled this
season against good defenses,
such as Michigan, Wisconsin
and Penn State. The Buckeyes
have proved resilient, though,
coming from behind to win over-
time games against the Badgers
and Wolverines.

“I think it’s good for us to have
a few tough games under our
belt because we know how to
respond to adversity,” running
back Mike Weber said. “We know
how it is to play really good
teams. Having that under our
belt, I feel like we can respond if
things don’t go right for us.”

The Buckeyes best hope is
defense and special teams. They
have an athletic front seven that
can pressure Tide quarterback
Jalen Hurts.

The Buckeyes secondary is
one of the best in the nation, led
by All-America safety Malik
Hooker, who has returned three
interceptions for touchdowns.
Thanks to Cameron Johnston’s
well-placed punts, Ohio State
has allowed 3.2 yards per
return.

Possible difference maker:

J.T. Barrett has not been much
of a down-field passer for Ohio
State, but he is mobile (847
yards rushing) and one of the
best in the country at protecting
the ball with only five intercep-
tions. Ohio State is a team that
could — maybe — force

Alabama’s offense to do all the
scoring.

Chances to beat Bama:

Better than Washington’s, but
still not great with an offense
that does not stretch the field.

CLEMSON

What it needs to do: Start
with what it did in last year’s

championship game.
“You take a carbon copy of

that game plan,” former
Clemson coach Tommy Bowden
said. “Pare back the things that
didn’t work and bring it in to
face Alabama.”

Alabama’s stunning on-side
pop kick in a 24-all game turned
things in the Tide’s favor against
Clemson in a 45-40 thriller.

“If they had just played some-
one 2 yards back to catch that
kick,” Bowden said with a
chuckle.

Clemson showed Alabama’s
defense could be beat, though it
takes a special effort by a special
player. Watson accounted for
478 yards and four TDs.

This is not exposing a flaw in
Alabama as much as it is stating
the obvious: To beat a great

defense — Alabama is No. 1 total
defense, scoring defense and run
defense — you need your great
quarterback to play great. And it
helps if he is great at multiple
things, running and passing.

Possible difference maker:

Mike Williams, who has 84
catches for 1,171 yards and 10
touchdowns, did not play in last
season’s game as he was recov-
ering from a neck injury. The 6-
foot-3, 205-pound Williams is a
matchup nightmare.

Chances to beat Bama: “Of
the three teams, I think Clemson
has the best chance,” Bowden
said.

Bowden is probably a bit
biased, but he is also right.

ALABAMA

What it needs to do:

Implode.
The Crimson Tide is not per-

fect. You do have to dig deep to
find the flaws.

Alabama has fallen behind —
OK, by one score — in each of its
past three games against Florida
(7-0), Auburn (3-0) and even
Chattanooga (3-0). But none of
those teams really mounted

much of a challenge.
The defense must replace

inside linebacker Shaun Dion
Hamilton (knee), but it is loaded
with potential first-round draft
picks and All-Americans
Jonathan Allen, Reuben Foster
and Minkah Fitzpatrick. And the
likely replacement for Hamilton,
Rashaan Evans, was one of the
nation’s top recruits and has
played in 39 career games.

Possible difference maker:

Hurts has made some mistakes
early in games and is not the
most accurate passer.

If opponents are going to make
Alabama pay for any freshman
mistakes, they’d better jump on
them early. Hurts has been
intercepted only twice in the sec-
ond half while throwing 14
touchdown passes.

Chances to beat Bama:

Straight up, nobody is outplay-
ing Alabama.

“We don’t think about really
what has to happen for us to
lose,” guard Ross Pierschbacher
said. “I think we have the mind-
set that we can only beat our-
selves. I’ll just leave it at that.”

AP photo

mTsu wide receiver
Richie James scores against
Missouri, in Columbia, Mo. 

James leads
Blue Raiders
into Hawaii
Bowl game

HONOLULU (AP) — In his
last college football game,
Nick Rolovich threw eight
touchdown passes and led
Hawaii to an upset of then-
No. 9 BYU 72-45.

That was in 2001, when
the Rainbow Warriors fin-
ished with a 9-4 record, but
had nowhere to go for the
postseason.

The next year the Hawaii
Bowl was born.

Fast-forward 15 years and
Rolovich finds himself leading
Hawaii into its first bowl
game in six seasons when it
takes on Middle Tennessee
on Saturday in the very game
he had a hand in creating.

“It is a little bit special for
myself and the group of sen-
iors we had in 2001,” said
Rolovich, the Rainbow
Warriors’ first-year coach.
“We ended up playing some
pretty good football at the end
(of the season) and didn’t
have a place to go for a bowl
game, so I can appreciate the
Hawaii Bowl being here. I do
feel a little connected to it,
but I’d like to play well in it.
That’s more important.”

While the Rainbow
Warriors (6-7) will be getting
their first taste of the post-
season since 2010, the Blue
Raiders (8-4) will be playing
in their second straight bowl
game and sixth since 2006,
all of them coming under
Rick Stockstill.

“It’s hard to get to bowl
games, especially for
Conference USA teams,
Mountain West teams, Group
of 5 teams, because of who
we have to play out of confer-
ence,” said Stockstill, who is
72-65 in 11 seasons at
Middle Tennessee. “Both us
and Hawaii played tough,
challenging schedules this
year, so it’s special to go to a
bowl there. There are a lot of
traditional, great teams that
aren’t playing in bowl games
this year, so to be sitting here
and playing in the Hawaii
Bowl is special for us and
we’re extremely excited to
play in this game.”

Middle Tennessee went 3-1
in non-conference games this
season, including a 51-45
win over SEC member
Missouri.

Here are a few things to
watch for in the Hawaii Bowl
on Saturday:

louisiana Tech beats navy
on game-ending field goal

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) —
Louisiana Tech senior quarter-
back Ryan Higgins was bawling
like a baby even before
Jonathan Barnes’ game-ending
kick went through the uprights
to win the Armed Forces Bowl.

“As soon as (the holder) put
the ball down, I felt like the kick
was money,” Higgins said.
“Each person that I hugged after
that, it was just getting worse
and worse. .... I just couldn’t be
happier to send my class and
this team out on a high note.”

Higgins threw for 409 yards
and four touchdowns, two each
to Trent Taylor and Carlos
Henderson, and Barnes’ 32-
yard field goal broke the game’s
fourth tie as the Bulldogs beat
Navy 48-45 on Friday.

“Excellent win would be an
understatement,” coach Skip
Holtz said.

“If you want to be a kicker,
you live for that,” Barnes said.
“I’m lucky to be able to share it
with a bunch of guys that are
like my brothers.”

The Bulldogs (9-5) drove for
the winning score after Navy
freshman quarterback Malcolm
Perry ran 30 yards for a touch-
down on his only play. Higgins
was then 4 -for 4 for 58 yards
on the final drive.

Navy (9-5), which was trying
for its first consecutive 10-win
seasons, instead ended with its
third straight loss. The
Midshipmen lost the American
Athletic Conference title game
before its first loss to Army
since 2001.

“They made a few more plays
than we did,” coach Ken

Niumatalolo said.
Taylor, the 5-foot-8 senior, set

an Armed Forces Bowl record
with his 12 catches for 233
yards, including a 51-yard TD
just before halftime for a 31-24
lead, and joined Troy Edwards
as the only Bulldogs with more
than 4,000 career receiving
yards. Henderson, a junior had
10 catches for 129 yards and fin-
ished this season with 19 TDs.

Perry, whose TD with 3:46 left
tied the game at 45-45, came in
after Zach Abey took a shot to
the ribs on a play that led to a
targeting ejection by Tech defen-
sive tackle Jordan Bradford.

Abey, who made only his sec-
ond start, ran for 114 yards and
two scores and threw for 159
yards and another touchdown.

Louisiana Tech, the
Conference USA runner-up,
won its third straight bowl and
reached nine wins for the third
consecutive season, the first
time as a Division I team to do
that. After falling behind 21-17
early in the second quarter, the
Bulldogs regained the lead on
Henderson’s 3-yard TD and
never trailed again.

Navy: After being held to 270
yards rushing in the previous
two losses, this was more like
the Midshipmen triple-option
offense. They had 459 total
yards, 300 on the ground. Even
so, it was a bitter end for Navy,
which had won three straight
bowl games — a streak that
started with an Armed Forces
Bowl victory three years ago.

The Midshipmen’s 70 yards
on penalties (seven) were their
most under Niumatalolo. “We’ve

been coaching nine years and
we led the country in the least
amount of penalties. I told those
(officials) after this game we
would be leading the country,”
he said. “I thought there were a
lot of bad calls.” Jarid Ryan had
an apparent third-down inter-
ception in the end zone in the
fourth quarter that was instead
called pass interference.

Both of Henderson’s TDs were
short (3 and 4 yards) and
impressive. On his 3-yarder in
the first half, he made a two-
handed grab over the defender
and got both feet in bounds.
With just over 4 minutes left in
the game, he had a leaping 4-
yard catch when he reached
around with his right hand for
the catch in the back corner of
the end zone.

The 93 combined points made
for the highest-scoring Armed
Forces Bowl, surpassing
California’s 55-36 win over Air
Force last year. ... Navy’s Chris
High twice had tying TD runs
(24 yards and 9 yards ) on long
Navy drives in the second half.

Chunn, Troy top Ohio in 

Dollar General Bowl
MOBILE, Ala. (AP) — The Troy

Trojans polished off their best
season as an FBS program
thanks largely to a defense that
kept taking the ball away.

Jordan Chunn had three short
touchdown runs and the Trojans
intercepted four passes and
recovered a fumble in a 28-23
victory over Ohio in the Dollar
General Bowl on Friday night.

The Trojans (10-3) finished off
their first 10-win season since

moving up to the FBS in 2001,
thanks largely to a defense that
came up with three big fourth-
quarter stops. The first Sun Belt
Conference team to crack the
Top 25, Troy forced 18
turnovers in its last five games.

“Tonight in a lot of ways was a
microcosm of our season,” sec-
ond-year coach Neal Brown
said. “We’re sitting here 10-3
and quite honestly it wasn’t
always pretty. We’ve won a
bunch of different ways.”

This time it was mainly a
defense that hounded quarter-
back Greg Windham into mis-
takes and kept delivering stops.

The result was a win in the

program’s first bowl game since
2010.

The Bobcats (8-6) settled for
field goal attempts twice in the
fourth quarter, making one, and
got one more chance from their
own 15 with 2:20 left and no
timeouts. They managed one
first down, but Windham could-
n’t throw for another one under
heavy pressure.

Ohio coach Frank Solich said
the average gain per completion
was “a good reason to stick with
him.”

“All those turnovers we had
weren’t all his fault,” said
Solich, who fell to 4-9 in bowl
games as a head coach.

AP photo

lOuisiAnA TEch quArTErbAck Ryan Higgins looks to pass
against Navy in first half of the Armed Forces Bowl Friday, in Fort
Worth, Texas.

Old Dominion beats Eastern michigan in bahamas bowl
NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — David

Washington came to Old Dominion a year
before the program started its transition to
the Football Bowl Subdivision.

Five years later, he led the Monarchs to
a victory in their first bowl game.

Washington threw three touchdowns
passes, Ray Lawry ran for 133 yards and
Old Dominion beat Eastern Michigan 24-
20 on Friday in the Bahamas Bowl.

Old Dominion (10-3) didn’t play football
for 69 years before restarting the program
in 2009. The Monarchs started at the FCS
level and made the transition to the FBS in
2013, where they play in Conference USA.

“I know I haven’t been here since the
program started, but I’ve been here five
years,” Washington said. “So it kind of feels
like my baby. We just took it to a bowl
game and won the bowl game so it’s just

really special.”
Eastern Michigan (7-6) lost in its first

bowl appearance since 1987. The Eagles
were led by Brogan Roback, who completed
26 of 46 passes for 300 yards, two touch-
downs and one interception. Roback threw
for at least 300 yards in six of his final
seven games.

“We were moving the ball,” Roback said.
“We just weren’t really finishing.”

Old Dominion had a 10-0 halftime lead,
but Eastern Michigan rallied to tie it at 17
late in the third quarter on Paul Fricano’s
24-yard field goal.

The Monarchs took the lead for good on
Washington’s third touchdown pass, which
went for 5 yards to Jonathan Duhart and
put Old Dominion up 24-17.

“We played really good football at times,
but it just wasn’t quite good enough to

win,” Eastern Michigan coach Chris
Creighton said. “It’s a heartbroken locker
room right now. We’ve had a wonderful
week here. This isn’t the way we wanted it
to end.”

ODU controlled the game in the first half
and an impressive 47-yard touchdown
throw from Washington to Zach Pascal
gave the Monarchs their 10-0 halftime
advantage.

Washington — who was a receiver earlier
in his collegiate career — evaded multiple
defenders on the play, before stepping up
and throwing to Pascal in the end zone.

Old Dominion has beaten Eastern
Michigan in each of the past three seasons,
including 17-3 in 2014 and 38-34 in 2015.

Old Dominion beat Eastern Michigan in
its closest game of the season. All of the
Monarchs’ previous 12 games — wins and

losses — were decided by at least 10
points.

Old Dominion linebacker T.J. Ricks was
the Monarchs’ defensive MVP after making
nine tackles, including one for a loss.
Lawry was the offensive MVP after averag-
ing 5.8 yards per carry and making some
critical first down runs during the final
possession when the Monarchs were run-
ning down the clock.

The Bahamas Bowl has featured three
interesting games in its three-year history.
Western Kentucky won the inaugural game
in 2014 against Central Michigan 49-48,
barely holding on after giving up 34 fourth-
quarter points. Last year, Western
Michigan and Middle Tennessee were tied
at 24 going into the fourth quarter before
Western Michigan pulled away for a 45-31
win.

AP photo

AlAbAmA running bAck Bo Scarbrough works through drills football practice at the Hank Crisp
Indoor Facility in Tuscaloosa, Ala.



ON TAP
Monday, Dec. 26
BASKETBALL

Polk County in Battle of the States (Towns County, Ga.)
Tuesday, Dec. 27

BASKETBALL
Polk County in Battle of the States (Towns County, Ga.)

Wednesday, Dec. 28
BASKETBALL

Polk County in Battle of the States (Towns County, Ga.)
Cleveland Holiday Classic
Powered by Under Armour

at Raider Arena
Unicoi County vs. Warren County (G), 12
Clarksville NE vs. Daniel Boone (B), 1:30
Meigs County vs. Red Bank (G), 3
Meigs County vs. Chattanooga Central (B), 4:30
Cleveland vs. East Ridge (G), 6
Cleveland vs. East Ridge (B), 7:30

2016 Renasant Bank Christmas Tournament
at Maryville HS

Bradley Central (B) vs. Anderson County, 1:30
Andrew Johnson Bank Ladies Classic

at Hal Henard Gym, Greeneville
Bradley Central (G) vs. Daniel Boone, 2:30

Thursday, Dec. 29
BASKETBALL

Cleveland Holiday Classic
Powered by Under Armour

at Raider Arena
Red Bank vs. Warren County (G), 12
Chattanooga Central vs. Daniel Boone (B), 1:30
East Ridge vs. Meigs County (G), 3
East Ridge vs. Meigs County (B), 4:30
Cleveland vs. Unicoi County (G), 6
Cleveland vs. Clarksville NE (B), 7:30

Andrew Johnson Bank Ladies Classic
at Hal Henard Gym, Greeneville

Bradley Central (G) vs. Chuckey-Doak/Dobyns-Bennett, at
11:30 a.m. if lost on Wednesday/5:30 if won on Wednesday

2016 Renasant Bank Christmas Tournament
at Maryville HS

Bradley Central (B) vs. Gallatin/Maryville, 5:30 if lost
Wednesday/8:15 if won Wednesday

WRESTLING
Cleveland at Vestavia Hills (Ala.),  TBA

Friday, Dec. 30
BASKETBALL

Cleveland Holiday Classic
Powered by Under Armour

at Raider Arena
Unicoi County vs. Red Bank (G), 12
Clarksville NE vs. Meigs County (B), 1:30
Warren County vs. East Ridge (G), 3
Daniel Boone vs. East Ridge (B), 4:30
Cleveland vs. Meigs County (G), 6
Cleveland vs. Meigs County (B), 7:30

2016 Renasant Bank Christmas Tournament
at Maryville HS

Bradley Central (B) participating, opponent and time TBA
Andrew Johnson Bank Ladies Classic

at Hal Henard Gym, Greeneville
Bradley Central (G) participating, opponent and time TBA

WRESTLING
Cleveland at Vestavia Hills (Ala.), TBA

Saturday, Dec. 31
BASKETBALL

Lee University at West Georgia, 2
Andrew Johnson Bank Ladies Classic

at Hal Henard Gym, Greeneville
Bradley Central (G) participating, opponent and time TBA

ON AIR
Sports on TV

Saturday, Dec. 24
COLLEGE FOOTBALL

8 p.m.
ESPN — Hawaii Bowl, Hawaii vs. Middle Tennessee, at
Honolulu

NFL FOOTBALL
1 p.m.

CBS — Regional coverage
FOX — Regional coverage

4 p.m.
CBS — Regional coverage

4:25 p.m.
FOX — Regional coverage

8:25 p.m.
NFL — Cincinnati at Houston

RUGBY
9 a.m.

NBCSN — English Premiership, Wasps vs. Bath —-
Sunday, Dec. 25

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
12:30 p.m.

ESPNU — Diamond Head Classic, seventh-place game,
Stephen F. Austin-Southern Miss. loser vs. Utah-Hawaii
loser, at Honolulu

2:30 p.m.
ESPNU — Diamond Head Classic, fifth-place game,
Stephen F. Austin-Southern Miss. Winner vs. Utah-Hawaii
winner, at Honolulu

6 p.m.
ESPN2 — Diamond Head Classic, third-place game, Tulsa-
San Diego St. loser vs. San Francisco-Illinois St. loser, at
Honolulu

8 p.m.
ESPN2 — Diamond Head Classic, championship game,
Tulsa-San Diego St. winner vs. San Francisco-Illinois St.
winner, at Honolulu

NBA BASKETBALL
Noon

ESPN — Boston at New York
2:30 p.m.

ABC — Golden State at Cleveland
5 p.m.

ABC — Chicago at San Antonio
8 p.m.

ESPN — Minnesota at Oklahoma City
10:30 p.m.

ESPN — L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers
NFL FOOTBALL

4:20 p.m.
NFL — Baltimore at Pittsburgh

8:20 p.m.
NBC — Denver at Kansas City

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Toronto 21 8 .724 —
Boston 17 13 .567 4½
New York 16 13 .552 5
Philadelphia 7 22 .241 14
Brooklyn 7 22 .241 14

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Charlotte 17 13 .567 —
Atlanta 15 15 .500 2
Washington 13 16 .448 3½
Orlando 14 18 .438 4
Miami 10 21 .323 7½

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 22 6 .786 —
Milwaukee 14 14 .500 8
Indiana 15 16 .484 8½
Chicago 14 15 .483 8½
Detroit 14 18 .438 10

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
San Antonio 24 6 .800 —
Houston 22 9 .710 2½
Memphis 20 12 .625 5
New Orleans 11 21 .344 14
Dallas 9 21 .300 15

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 18 12 .600 —
Utah 18 13 .581 ½
Portland 13 19 .406 6
Denver 12 18 .400 6
Minnesota 9 20 .310 8½

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

Golden State 27 4 .871 —
L.A. Clippers 22 9 .710 5
Sacramento 13 17 .433 13
L.A. Lakers 11 22 .333 17
Phoenix 9 21 .300 17

—-
Thursday’s Games

Boston 109, Indiana 102
Golden State 117, Brooklyn 101
New York 106, Orlando 95
Miami 115, L.A. Lakers 107
L.A. Clippers 106, San Antonio 101

Friday’s Games
Charlotte 103, Chicago 91
Orlando 109, L.A. Lakers 90
Cleveland 119, Brooklyn 99
Golden State 119, Detroit 113
Oklahoma City 117, Boston 112
Memphis 115, Houston 109
Milwaukee 123, Washington 96
New Orleans 91, Miami 87
Sacramento 109, Minnesota 105
Atlanta 109, Denver 108
Phoenix 123, Philadelphia 116
Toronto 104, Utah 98
San Antonio 110, Portland 90
Dallas 90, L.A. Clippers 88

Sunday’s Games
Boston at New York, 12 p.m.
Golden State at Cleveland, 2:30 p.m.
Chicago at San Antonio, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Memphis at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Washington, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Dallas at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Houston, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Portland, 10 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Sacramento, 10:30 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Memphis at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Houston at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Utah at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

NBA Leaders
THROUGH DECEMBER 23

Scoring
G FG FT PTS AVG

Westbrook, OKC 30 313 269 953 31.8
Davis, NOR 30 318 236 891 29.7
Cousins, SAC 29 288 215 843 29.1
DeRozan, TOR 29 290 212 805 27.8
Harden, HOU 31 249 258 849 27.4

FG Percentage
FG FGA PCT

Gobert, UTA 134 192 .698
Jordan, LAC 138 210 .657
Capela, HOU 151 236 .640
Howard, ATL 146 231 .632
Adams, OKC 139 238 .584

Rebounds
G OFF DEF TOT AVG

Whiteside, MIA 31 131 330 461 14.9
Drummond, DET 31 117 299 416 13.4
Howard, ATL 26 121 218 339 13.0
Jordan, LAC 31 106 298 404 13.0
Gobert, UTA 31 95 274 369 11.9

Assists
G AST AVG

Harden, HOU 31 369 11.9
Westbrook, OKC 30 323 10.8
Wall, WAS 27 261 9.7
Paul, LAC 30 288 9.6
James, CLE 26 227 8.7

NCAA Men’s Results
Friday’s College Basketball Scores

EAST
Auburn 70, UConn 67, OT
Boston College 79, Providence 67
Holy Cross 68, Marist 59
Loyola (Md.) 69, Mass.-Lowell 60
Seton Hall 72, Rutgers 61
St. Peter’s 65, St. Francis Brooklyn 58
West Virginia 92, N. Kentucky 61

SOUTH
Radford 82, Grace (Ind.) 58
Texas St. 69, Tulane 66, OT
UMBC 62, James Madison 61

MIDWEST
Dayton 92, VMI 56
Michigan-Dearborn 64, Adrian 62
Minnesota 82, Arkansas St. 75
Oakland 86, Georgia 79
Wisconsin 90, Florida A&M 37

SOUTHWEST
Harvard 57, Houston 56
Oral Roberts 87, Richmond 72

FAR WEST
Cornell 78, SE Missouri 62
Missouri St. 69, DePaul 58
Pacific 102, Pacific Union 54
San Diego St. 82, Tulsa 63
San Francisco 66, Illinois St. 58
Southern Cal 94, Wyoming 92, OT
Stephen F. Austin 67, Southern Miss. 64
Troy 83, Chicago St. 65
Utah Valley 72, Montana Tech 47

NCAA Women’s Results
Women’s College Basketball Scores

Friday, Dec. 23
EAST

George Washington 74, Loyola (Md.) 64
MIDWEST

SIU-Edwardsville 92, Illinois St. 80

FOOTBALL
National Football League

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
y-New England 12 2 0 .857 365 233
Miami 9 5 0 .643 315 314
Buffalo 7 7 0 .500 358 314
N.Y. Jets 4 10 0 .286 242 358

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 8 6 0 .571 250 294
Tennessee 8 6 0 .571 340 323
Indianapolis 7 7 0 .500 362 339
Jacksonville 2 12 0 .143 260 359

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 9 5 0 .643 341 276
Baltimore 8 6 0 .571 306 263
Cincinnati 5 8 1 .393 288 293
Cleveland 0 14 0 .000 220 408

West
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Oakland 11 3 0 .786 377 336
Kansas City 10 4 0 .714 319 274
Denver 8 6 0 .571 299 258
San Diego 5 9 0 .357 366 366

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
x-Dallas 12 2 0 .857 366 258
N.Y. Giants 10 5 0 .667 291 274
Washington 7 6 1 .536 345 343
Philadelphia 6 9 0 .400 340 318

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 9 5 0 .643 469 358
Tampa Bay 8 6 0 .571 313 322
New Orleans 6 8 0 .429 406 392
Carolina 6 8 0 .429 337 352

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 9 5 0 .643 301 285
Green Bay 8 6 0 .571 363 339
Minnesota 7 7 0 .500 264 259
Chicago 3 11 0 .214 248 320

West
W L T Pct PF PA

y-Seattle 9 4 1 .679 298 235
Arizona 5 8 1 .393 340 325
Los Angeles 4 10 0 .286 197 328
San Francisco 1 13 0 .071 264 434
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
—-

Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia 24, N.Y. Giants 19

Saturday’s Games
Atlanta at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Washington at Chicago, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at New England, 1 p.m.
San Diego at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Oakland, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at Los Angeles, 4:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at Houston, 8:25 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 4:30 p.m.
Denver at Kansas City, 8:30 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Detroit at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 1
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.

Green Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Houston at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 1 p.m.
Seattle at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at San Diego, 4:25 p.m.
Arizona at Los Angeles, 4:25 p.m.
Oakland at Denver, 4:25 p.m.

2016-17 Bowl Glance
Saturday, Dec. 17
Celebration Bowl

At Atlanta
Grambling State 10, NC Central 9

New Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque

New Mexico 23, UTSA 20
Las Vegas Bowl

San Diego State 34, Houston 10
Camellia Bowl

Montgomery, Ala.
Appalachian State 31, Toledo 28

Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

Arkansas State 31, UCF 13
New Orleans Bowl

Southern Miss. 28, Louisiana-Lafayette 21
Monday, Dec. 19

Miami Beach Bowl
Tulsa 55, Central Michigan 10

Tuesday, Dec. 20
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl

Western Kentucky 51, Memphis 31
Wednesday, Dec. 21

Poinsettia Bowl
San Diego

BYU 24, Wyoming 21
Thursday, Dec. 22

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Boise

Idaho 61, Colorado State 50
Friday, Dec. 23
Bahamas Bowl

Nassau
Old Dominion 24, Eastern Michigan 20

Armed Forces Bowl
Fort Worth, Texas

Louisiana Tech 48, Navy 45
Dollar General Bowl

Mobile, Ala.
Troy 28, Ohio 23

Saturday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl

Honolulu
Middle Tennessee (8-4) vs. Hawaii (6-7), 8 p.m. (ESPN)

Monday, Dec. 26
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl

Mississippi State (5-7) vs. Miami (Ohio) (6-6), 11 a.m.
(ESPN)

Quick Lane Bowl
Detroit

Boston College (6-6) vs. Maryland (6-6), 2:30 p.m. (ESPN2)
Independence Bowl

Shreveport, La.
NC State (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6), 5 p.m. (ESPN2)

Tuesday, Dec. 27
Heart of Dallas Bowl

Army (7-5) vs. North Texas (5-7), Noon (ESPN)
Military Bowl

Annapolis, Md.
Wake Forest (6-6) vs. Temple (10-3), 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Holiday Bowl
San DiegoMinnesota (8-4) vs. Washington State (8-4), 7
p.m. (ESPN)

Cactus Bowl
Phoenix

Boise State (10-2) vs. Baylor (6-6), 10:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Wednesday, Dec. 28

Pinstripe Bowl
Bronx, N.Y.

Northwestern (6-6) vs. Pittsburgh (8-4), 2 p.m. (ESPN)
Russell Athletic Bowl

Orlando, Fla.
Miami (8-4) vs. West Virginia (10-2), 5:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Foster Farms Bowl
Santa Clara, Calif.

Indiana (6-6) vs. Utah (8-4), 8:30 p.m. (FOX)
Texas Bowl

Houston
Kansas State (8-4) vs. Texas A&M (8-4), 9 p.m. (ESPN)

Thursday, Dec. 29
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl

South Florida (10-2) vs. South Carolina (6-6), 2 p.m.
(ESPN)

Belk Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.

Virginia Tech (9-4) vs. Arkansas (7-5), 5:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Colorado (10-3), 9 p.m. (ESPN)
Friday, Dec. 30
Liberty Bowl

Memphis, Tenn.
Georgia (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6), Noon (ESPN)

Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas

North Carolina (8-4) vs. Stanford (9-3), 2 p.m. (CBS)
Music City Bowl
Nashville, Tenn.

Tennessee (8-4) vs. Nebraska (9-3), 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.

Air Force (9-3) vs. South Alabama (6-6), 5:30 p.m. (ASN)
Orange Bowl

Miami Gardens, Fla.
Florida State (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2), 8 p.m. (ESPN)

Saturday, Dec. 31
Citrus Bowl

Orlando, Fla.
LSU (7-4) vs. Louisville (9-3), 11 a.m. (ABC)

TaxSlayer Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Georgia Tech (8-4), 11 a.m. (ESPN)
CFP Semifinals

Peach Bowl

Atlanta
Alabama (13-0) vs. Washington (12-1), 3 p.m. (ESPN)

Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.

Clemson (12-1) vs. Ohio State (11-1), 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Monday, Jan. 2
Outback Bowl

Tampa, Fla.
Florida (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4), 1 p.m. (ABC)

Cotton Bowl
Arlington, Texas

Western Michigan (13-0) vs. Wisconsin (10-3), 1 p.m.
(ESPN)

Rose Bowl
Pasadena, Calif.

Penn State (11-2) vs. Southern Cal (9-3), 5 p.m. (ESPN)
Sugar Bowl

New Orleans
Oklahoma (10-2) vs. Auburn (8-4), 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Monday, Jan. 9
College Football Championship

Tampa, Fla.
Semifinal winners, 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Saturday, Jan. 21
East-West Shrine Classic

At St. Petersburg, Fla.
West vs. East, 3 p.m. (NFL)

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
At Carson, Calif.

National vs. American, 4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 28

Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

South vs. North, 2:30 p.m. (NFL)

HOCKEY
National Hockey League
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Montreal 34 21 9 4 46 104 76
Ottawa 34 20 11 3 43 88 89
Boston 36 18 14 4 40 85 87
Tampa Bay 35 17 15 3 37 100 98
Florida 35 15 14 6 36 85 97
Toronto 33 14 12 7 35 97 95
Detroit 34 15 15 4 34 83 96
Buffalo 33 12 13 8 32 71 91

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Columbus 32 23 5 4 50 110 65
Pittsburgh 35 22 8 5 49 121 100
N.Y. Rangers 36 23 12 1 47 119 89
Washington 32 20 8 4 44 87 69
Philadelphia 36 20 12 4 44 110 108
Carolina 33 15 11 7 37 88 90
New Jersey 34 13 14 7 33 80 102
N.Y. Islanders 33 13 14 6 32 90 102

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 36 22 9 5 49 102 86
Minnesota 33 21 8 4 46 102 66
St. Louis 35 18 12 5 41 98 103
Nashville 33 15 13 5 35 94 94
Dallas 35 14 14 7 35 89 106
Winnipeg 36 16 17 3 35 95 105
Colorado 33 12 20 1 25 67 106

Pacific Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

San Jose 34 21 12 1 43 87 75
Edmonton 36 18 12 6 42 105 97
Anaheim 35 17 12 6 40 96 99

Los Angeles 34 17 13 4 38 87 84
Calgary 36 18 16 2 38 94 103
Vancouver 35 14 18 3 31 86 109
Arizona 34 11 18 5 27 75 108
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss.

Friday’s Games
Pittsburgh 4, New Jersey 1
N.Y. Islanders 5, Buffalo 1
Columbus 2, Montreal 1
Washington 4, Tampa Bay 0
Minnesota 7, N.Y. Rangers 4
Carolina 3, Boston 2, OT
Detroit 4, Florida 3, SO
Colorado 2, Chicago 1, OT
Dallas 3, Los Angeles 2, OT
Calgary 4, Vancouver 1
Toronto 4, Arizona 1
San Jose 3, Edmonton 2, OT
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 Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays
 From The Mayton Family & Moe’s Towing

 MOE’S TOWING
 888 Freewill Road, Cleveland  339-9982

 Wholesale
 Supply Group, Inc.

 885 Keith St. NW
 478-1191

 Yuletide
 GREETINGS

 At this special time of year,
 we’d like to thank our friends 
 and customers for stopping 

 here. Your visits and your kind 
 support fill us with joy and 

 gratitude at the holidays and all 
 year. So without further ado, we 
 wish a merry Christmas to each 
 and every one of you. May it be 
 filled with good times and good 

 people, and may the coming 
 year bring many blessings to 

 you and your loved ones.
 All the best!

 58 Mouse Creek Road NE
 Cleveland, TN 37312

 rogerkennard.com
 roger@rogerkennard.com

 Behold a virgin shall be with child and shall bring 
 forth a son and they shall call  His name Emmanuel, 

 which being interpreted is God with us 
 Matthew 1:23

 God indeed has been with SONLIGHT REALTY 
 this year and we thank each and everyone of you 
 that has allowed us to serve you. May you have a 

 Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2015.

SCOREBOARD

Contributed photo

ANDREW BUNCH was recently named Cleveland Junior Bass
Club Angler of the Year and Big Fish of the Year Winner, with a catch
of 8.63 pounds.

Contributed photo

THE CLEVELAND JUNIOR BASS CLUB held its final tournament
of the year recently. Winners were, from left, Makayla Peels, first
place; Michael Burger, Big Fish and Andrew Bunch, Smallest Fish.
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Vikings’ plane
slides off the
runway, gets
stuck for hours

APPLETON, Wis. (AP) — The
Minnesota Vikings’ team plane
slid off a Wisconsin runway in
snowy conditions Friday and
became stuck in the grass, leav-
ing players waiting for hours to
get off the aircraft.

A team spokesman said there
were no injuries after the land-
ing shortly after 5 p.m. Friday at
Appleton International Airport.
The Vikings will play the Green
Bay Packers on Saturday.

Airport officials said that a
rear wheel on the plane’s landing
gear slid off the taxiway amid
snowy conditions, the Post-
Crescent of Appleton reported.

The airport did not have a
staircase tall enough to reach
the doorway of the stuck plane.
Firetrucks arrived to retrieve
passengers, but only two could
leave the plane at a time.

Airport officials posted on
Twitter that the first buses left
for the team hotel in Appleton
around 10:15 p.m. The buses
arrived at the hotel in downtown
Appleton about 15 minutes later,
less than 14 hours before kickoff
at Lambeau Field.

About 20 fans, some wearing
purple Vikings jerseys, waited
for the first buses to pull up to
the hotel while light snow fell. A
few Green Bay fans also chanted
“Go Pack Go” before buses
arrived.

Players and coaches seemed to
make the best out of the ordeal,
posting video and messages on
social media.

“After hours on the (plane) the
fire department came to get us!
Never been on a fire truck
(before) if you can’t tell,” receiver
Charles Johnson said on Twitter
. “Got a little surprised.”

The plane landed about 5:15
p.m. It was snowing much of the
evening in Appleton, which is
about 30 miles south of Green
Bay.

The Vikings’ official Twitter
account reported shortly after 7
p.m. Friday that “while taxiing
after a safe landing, the team
plane slid off the runway and
became stuck.”

Shortly before midnight, the
team tweeted: “Back at the team
hotel, the #Vikings are nestled,
all snug in their beds.”

Vikings RB Peterson

ruled out vs Packers
EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. (AP) —

Minnesota Vikings running back
Adrian Peterson will not play
Saturday at Green Bay because
of knee and groin injuries.

The Vikings ruled out Peterson
on Friday. He returned last
weekend for his first game in
three months, playing 12 snaps
in his return from surgery for a
torn meniscus in his right knee.
He rushed for 22 yards on six
carries as the Vikings lost to the
Colts, 34-6, and were eliminated
from playoff contention.

If Peterson is unable to play in
the season finale against
Chicago, there is a chance he
will have played his last game as
a Viking.

Broncos rule out 3

for KC showdown
ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) —

The Broncos’ narrow path to the
playoffs grew even more precari-
ous Friday when their leading
tackler and top two tight ends
were ruled out for this weekend’s
game against the Chiefs .

The Broncos (8-6) could see
their playoff hopes evaporate with
a loss to the Chiefs (10-4) on
Christmas night.

Winning at Arrowhead Stadium
will be harder for the defending
champs without safety T.J. Ward,
who leads Denver with 87 tack-
les, and tight ends A.J. Derby and
Virgil Green, all of whom sus-
tained concussions against the
Patriots last week.

Also, defensive end Derek Wolfe
is questionable after missing
practice all week with a neck
injury and an illness.

At tight end, the Broncos are
down to second-year pro Jeff
Heuerman and are considering
signing one of a trio of rookies off
their practice squad: Steven
Scheu (Vanderbilt), Henry
Krieger-Coble (Iowa) and Austin
Traylor (Wisconsin).

Rookies Will Parks and Justin
Simmons will replace Ward.

“Throughout the weeks Will
and I are always in there in base
anyways to get the certain looks
just in case we have to be thrown
into the fire,” Simmons said.

Safety Darian Stewart said the
defensive schemes won’t change
and he has faith in the rookies,
“but I think that we just need to
still be aggressive and be ready to
play. It’s still a conference game.”

And a must-win.
The Broncos have historically

had a hard time winning in
December in Kansas City, where
they’re 3-16.

What holds true in the world of
financial investment — past per-
formance is no guarantee of
future results — goes for football,
too.

They’ve lost three of their last
four and their last two opponents,
K.C. and Oakland, are a com-
bined 21-7. But the Broncos
believe they can salvage their sea-
son and roar into the playoffs as
a menacing wild-card.

“We’ve got two winnable
games,” Pro Bowl cornerback
Chris Harris Jr. said. “I just know
this is the game we’ve got to put it
all in and go get a win.”

Another loss to the Chiefs, who
won 30-27 in overtime last month
in Denver, could erase the
defending champs from the play-
off picture and hand GM John
Elway, the architect of two Super
Bowl trips in the last three years,
his first non-playoff season since
he took over in 2011.

The Broncos find themselves in
this spot primarily because of an
inadequate offensive line that’s
had first-year starting quarter-
back Trevor Siemian constantly
on the run and left banged-up
running backs on the ground.

While Denver’s run defense
isn’t what it was last season, the
Broncos’ pass defense is even bet-
ter than it was during their Super
Bowl 50 run by several measures.

With the help of an NFL-high
40 sacks, the Broncos lead the
league in pass defense and passer
rating allowed (67.5). They’re
holding opponents to a league-
low 53.8 percent completion rate
with just 10 touchdowns and 12
interceptions.

Only two of their losses came
down to letdowns on defense,
against Kansas City and
Oakland, which rolled over the
Broncos 30-20 last month.

The Broncos held Alex Smith
and the Chiefs to an average of
just 12 yards on their first dozen
possessions in Denver on Nov. 27
only to surrender scores on
Kansas City’s final three drives.

That, combined with corner-
back Aqib Talib’s shouting down
of Russell Okung when the left
tackle tried to address the team
in the aftermath of a loss to New
England last week, has the
defense primed to make good in
the rematch.

Making that task tougher are
the injuries, including Brandon
Marshall’s pulled hamstring that
will sideline the inside linebacker
for the third consecutive week.
Corey Nelson, who has had 23
tackles since replacing Marshall,
including a career-high 13 last
week, will again start in his
place.

Heuerman, a third-round pick
out of Ohio State in 2015 who
missed his rookie season with a
knee injury and has been plagued
by ankle and hamstring injuries
this year, has four catches for 88
yards this season, including two
for 40 last week.

For Wade and others, NBA Christmas games remain a fun privilege
Christmas has already been

celebrated at Dwyane Wade’s
house. His wife and kids
unwrapped their presents on
Wednesday night, since waiting
until Sunday morning wasn’t an
option this year.

Dad’s got to work. Again.
Wade will wake up on

Christmas morning in San
Antonio, instead of being with
his family in Chicago. He’s part
of the NBA’s lineup on
Christmas for the 12th time in
his 14 professional seasons —
and even though it meant hav-
ing a nontraditional holiday cel-
ebration, the Bulls guard still
relishes being part of the
league’s showcase day.

“I won’t lie to you and say it
means as much as it did when I
was young or when I got to be in
my first Christmas game,” Wade
said. “But it is still special. At
the end of the day, no matter
what’s happened in my career,
the NBA has put me on
Christmas, let me play on
Christmas, let me be part of
Christmas. One day, I won’t be
playing. But for now, it’s still so
cool.”

The annual Christmas quin-
tupleheader — highlighted by
the NBA Finals rematch of
Golden State visiting champion
Cleveland — involves 10 teams,
five arenas, hundreds of players
and team employees, who-
knows-how-many workers in
those various buildings and will
draw about 100,000 fans.

And no fewer than seven
other teams will be traveling at

some point on Christmas,
because they play on Dec. 26.

“It’s not a burden,” Cavaliers
guard James Jones said. “You
come to find out that it’s a priv-
ilege because if you’re playing
on Christmas, that means you
are on one of the good teams.
You’re one of the teams people
want to see. You don’t lose sight
that our business, my business,
is entertainment and there’s no
better time to play than when
everyone is at home.”

It’s a smorgasbord of basket-
ball, starting with Boston visit-
ing New York at noon and fol-
lowed by Golden State at
Cleveland, Chicago at San
Antonio, Minnesota at
Oklahoma City and the Clippers
visiting the Lakers in the build-
ing they share in Los Angeles.

The league’s schedule man-
date is simple: There’s usually a
Finals rematch, and the other
four games are about finding
matchups of high-profile teams
or players and hoping fans at
home watch.

And they will. There’s two NFL
games on Christmas as well,
but the NBA always is a huge TV
draw on Dec. 25.

“It’s the responsibility of
being the best,” Milwaukee
coach Jason Kidd said. “You’re
going to play on Christmas.”

LeBron James is playing on
Christmas for the 11th time,
Pau Gasol for the ninth time,
and Chris Paul and Kevin
Durant will be making their sev-
enth appearances. Some of the
league’s next stars — Kristaps

Porzingis, Karl-Anthony Towns,
Zach LaVine and Andrew
Wiggins — all will make
Christmas debuts.

“Being able to play on
Christmas is like a privilege,”
Wiggins said. “Not a lot of people
get to do that. Usually it’s the
best teams in the league or the
most exciting teams, and for the
NBA to think that we’re one of
the most exciting teams to play

on Christmas, that says a lot for
us.”

There’s obvious inconven-
ience, but Boston’s Jae Crowder
said it gets canceled out by the
opportunity.

Besides, it’s a 40-minute
flight from New York to Boston.
That means he’ll be home for
Christmas night.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime
deal for me,” Crowder said.

Knicks star Carmelo Anthony
abhors day games. He makes an
exception once a year. For him,
the atmosphere on Dec. 25 at
Madison Square Garden is as
Christmasy as the North Pole.

“You can’t beat playing in the
Garden on Christmas,” Anthony
said. “I mean, that’s a dream
come true for people and I
know, I remember watching
games in New York and that
feeling. It’s a different feel play-
ing here on Christmas.”

Memphis coach David Fizdale
wants that feeling again.

He spent the past eight sea-
sons as an assistant in Miami,
and the Heat were a Christmas
fixture on the NBA schedule
during his tenure. The rebuild-
ing Heat weren’t picked this
year, nor were the Grizzlies —
something Fizdale hopes to
change soon.

“Our guys (in Miami) really
got up for that Christmas
game,” Fizdale said. “They all
got their new Christmas shoes
that they could wear that day,
and the new Christmas uni-
forms. They knew everyone was
watching that game. That was
always a great game to watch
and at some point, while I’m
here, we’re going to get our-
selves on Christmas Day.”

Players complete process

of ratifying new labor deal
(AP) — The votes are in, and

labor peace in the NBA is virtu-
ally assured for several years.

The National Basketball
Players Association has com-

pleted its process of voting to
approve the terms of the next
collective bargaining agreement
between the league and its play-
ers, which was tentatively
agreed upon last week. All that’s
left to do now is for the sides to
sign the deal, which will happen
once the writing of the actual
document is completed.

Members of the NBA’s Board
of Governors voted unanimous-
ly Wednesday to approve the
deal, and players got their vote
done subsequently. The
approvals were announced in a
simple, short statement Friday
night, essentially ending a
process that was blissful com-
pared to the rancor-filled mess
that surrounded the last round
of labor negotiations — ones
where a lockout wound up
threatening an entire season —
five years ago.

“The parties voted based on a
term sheet that outline the key
deal points,” the league and the
union said in that statement.
“Once the NBA and NBPA finish
drafting and execute the com-
plete agreement, specific details
will be released.”

The seven-year deal will go
into effect July 1. Either side
may opt out after six years.

This era is the most lucrative
in NBA history, with salaries
and revenues both rising — and
if forecasts from both sides are
correct that trend will continue
for the foreseeable future. The
league’s record $24 billion tele-

AP photo

chicAgO BuLLs’ Dwyane Wade (3) shoots as Washington
Wizards’ Jason Smith tries to defend in the first half in Chicago.

AP photo

deNveR BRONcOs sTRONg sAFeTy T.J. Ward (43) and out-
side linebacker Brandon Marshall (54) tackle Buffalo Bills tight end
Scott Chandler during the second half in Denver. 

AP photo

OAkLANd RAideRs quARTeRBAck Derek Carr warms up before a game against the Buffalo
Bills in Oakland, Calif. This has not been the most watchable of NFL seasons, although the action
and entertainment value has picked up in the second half of the schedule. What has emerged is the
rise of four teams who are downright fun to watch: the Falcons, Titans, Redskins and Raiders.

NFL Fun Bunches: Titans,
Raiders, Falcons, Redskins

By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

This has not been the most
watchable of NFL seasons,
although the action and enter-
tainment value has picked up in
the second half of the schedule.

What has emerged is the rise
of four teams who are downright
fun to watch: the Falcons ,
Titans,Redskins and Raiders .

They might not all make the
postseason; only the Raiders are
guaranteed a spot. If they get
into the Super Bowl chase, they
all might exit quickly.

Still, these are exciting, gritty
teams with coaches willing to
innovate and gamble.

“We’ve done it every single
way. It’s crazy,” Raiders quar-
terback Derek Carr says. “I’m
just going to keep on believing.
I’m going to keep working hard.
Hopefully, we’ll have more ways
for you.

“To be honest, I don’t care
how we do it. I hope we keep
doing it and come up with some
new ways.”

Of the four, the Titans are the
most ahead of schedule. They
appeared built for 2017 and
beyond, with Marcus Mariota
developing into a franchise
quarterback; a formidable run-
ning game built around
DeMarco Murray and Derrick
Henry; and a defense that, while
inconsistent, really gets after
opponents.

Yet Tennessee (8-6) under
coach Mike Mularkey has
arrived early. Wins over Green
Bay, Detroit, Miami, Denver and
Kansas City ring as loudly as
any band at a Nashville honky
tonk.

Credit Mularkey, who has
shown faith in players young or
experienced, and has a willing-
ness to gamble.

“You hear around the league
of what teams and organiza-
tions do, and I think he’s
turned this organization
around in the span of a few
months,” Murray says of his
coach, “and I think he deserves
a lot of credit for that.”

Mularkey has a slightly differ-
ent view of what precisely is fun.

“It is fun if it’s functioning at
a high level,” he says, focusing
specifically on his “exotic
smashmouth” offense.

The Titans certainly have
made it work this season. They
not only are the NFL’s best
inside an opponent’s 20 at scor-
ing touchdowns 72.7 percent of
the time, but are the fourth-
highest scoring team since Oct.
6, averaging 27.8 points per
game.

So what makes it fun for fans
is just what coaches want to see
as well.

“Touchdowns and wins,”
Mularkey said.

Atlanta seemed ready for the
bigtime in 2015 when it started
6-1. Then everything fell apart,
and lots of folks expected anoth-
er collapse when the Falcons
went from 4-1 to 4-3 this sea-
son. But they are 9-5 with an
offense that hasn’t sputtered
even with star receiver Julio
Jones temporarily sidelined.

Matt Ryan is having his best
season, the running back tan-
dem of Devonta Freeman and
Tevin Coleman is dynamic and,
to coach Dan Quinn’s satisfac-
tion, his defense is coming
around. Vic Beasley Jr. has
become a sackmaster in his sec-
ond pro season, and linebacker
Deion Jones and safety Keanu
Neal are among the NFL’s best
rookies.

Washington remains very up
and down, but that’s a major

part of the Redskins’ charm.
They have a huge decision to
make on Kirk Cousins, who’s
making a pretty solid argument
for the long-term contract he
seeks. With a deep group of
receivers — Jamison Crowder is
a star in the making — it’s a
refreshing offense.

The defense keeps things
energized with a productive
pass rush led by Ryan Kerrigan.
The Redskins don’t have an Alex
Ovechkin to electrify fans like
the Capitals do, but they cer-
tainly keep your interest.

Interest never wanes when it
comes to the Raiders, whose fan
base has remained formidable
and loyal while the organization
was hitting rock bottom. Now,
even as owner Mark Davis flirts
with a move to Las Vegas, the
Black Hole die-hards remain,
well, die-hards.

And what they’ve gotten
thanks to the clean-up work of
general manager Reggie
McKenzie and the insightful, at
times even brilliant coaching of
Jack Del Rio, is a Super Bowl
contender. One that plays an
exciting brand of football, too.

Carr’s maturity has him in
the MVP conversation, and
Khalil Mack’s dominance sparks
a defense that is improving. If
it’s energized shootouts that
tickle your fancy, this is the
team to watch.

Several other clubs have
units that entertain regularly,
such as Seattle’s booming
defense and Pittsburgh’s star-
laden offense.

But for the overall package,
the grit of the Titans, explosive-
ness of the Falcons, playmaking
of the Redskins, and bar-the-
door outrageousness of the
Raiders belie the No Fun League
nickname.

See NBA, Page 21



be 12-0 to start the season, but
I knew we would have a good
team going into this tourna-
ment,” head coach Jason Reuter
said. “This is a tournament
known throughout the
Southeast and one of if not the
longest uninterrupted tourna-
ments in our state. If you can
win this tournament you are
good enough to have potential to
win the Tennessee Class AAA
state tournament.”

A possible championship con-
test at 4:30 p.m. Saturday could
be a matchup of last season’s
Class AAA state semifinals game
between Oak Ridge (10-1) and
Bradley Central. Morristown
West (10-1) could also meet with
the undefeated Bearettes in the
semifinals at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday.

The first matchup for Bradley
Central will be against Daniel
Boone (10-3) at 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday.

Junior point guard Rhyne
Howard will enter play with
averages of 18 points, 6.1
rebounds, 3.3 assists, 3.7 steals
and one block per game.

Senior Bearette shooting
guard Halle Hughes leads her
team with 18.5 points and has
shot an impressive 46-of-57
from the free-throw line this
season. She and Howard each
have connected on 24 3-pointers
this season.

“Having two guards like
Rhyne and Halle is a luxury you
hardly ever have,” Reuter said.
“It’s very noticeable to me in

that they averaged almost iden-
tical points last year and are
doing the same thing this year.
We have two girls capable of
averaging 18 a game and you
have your role players in Emma
Kate Brown, Sydney Morgan,
Kimia Carter and Kailey McRee.
I am lucky to have all the play-
ers we have on this team.”

Cleveland Holiday
Tournament Powered by

Under Armour (Dec. 28-30)
The Cleveland Blue Raiders

are undefeated through eight
games inside Raider Arena and
they will look to make it 11
straight after hosting the
schools first Christmas tourna-
ment since 2013.

Coming off two tough road
games at Science Hill, which
included a win over defending
Class AA state champion
Fulton, the Blue Raiders will be
tested yet again.

Cleveland’s boys program will
open with East Ridge in pool
tournament play at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday and will also have to
take on 9-2 teams in Clarksville
Northeast (Thu.) and Meigs
County (Fri.) at 7:30 p.m. as well.

“We are excited about hosting
our first Christmas tournament
in Raider Arena,” head coach
Jason McCowan said. “We have
four locker rooms and I think
teams will enjoy our 94-foot
floor and our glass classrooms
that give the arena a special
look. We are excited that Sports
Spectrum and UnderArmour
agreed to jump on board with us

and we want to make it bigger
and better each year.”

The Blue Raiders (12-1) enter
as the favorites after the hot
start to the season behind an
experienced youthful roster,
which only has two seniors.

KK Curry is averaging 22.5
points per game and 10
rebounds while Mullek Bradford
sits right at six assists per
game.

The Lady Raiders (6-7) will
play at 6 p.m. each night on its
home court with matchups with
East Ridge (Wed.), Unicoi
County (Thu.) and Meigs County
(Fri.).

The team with the most wins
and combined points will take
home a plaque at the end of the
tournament.

“It’s nice for us to be able to
take home court advantage,”
McCowan said. “You want to be
able to play as many home
games as possible. When you
can win those games it is very
rewarding. I think all the teams
will be able to enjoy this tourna-
ment.”

rebounds, good for 37.3 points
and 13.3 rebounds per game in
three monstrous outings.

Meanwhile in the spectacular
Raider Arena, the start to Tony
Williams’ tenure with the Lady
Raiders has been a good one
already, having seen the pro-
gram’s win total of two from last
season triple already, with a 6-7
overall record to begin the season. 

Providing a powerful presence
when on the court and as a leader
off as well, senior Amber Morman
(featured in today’s Banner)
helped Cleveland take down a
team it lost to by a combined 43
points last season. Morman
scored 12 points and corralled 10
rebounds while denying a pair of
shots in a 49-38 victory over
McMinn County at home Dec. 8.

The Lady Raiders are thankful
for the gift of offensive rebounding
Morman can also provide, as she
accounted for six of her 13
rebounds off the offensive glass in
a win against Alcoa.

Bradley Central
Perhaps one of only a handful

of schools in the country with
triplets making a difference in its
program belongs to the power-
house of Bradley Central
wrestling.

T.J. and Trey Hicks stole the
show to help the Bears cruise to
the top spot in their own invita-
tional last weekend as the ‘Bam
Bam’ duo combined for 38 points
in seven matches. Not to mention,
their sister Amanda has helped
document their success working
as a team manager.

With dedication and a strong
work ethic from all three, a pair of
future state championships is not
out of the question at all. T.J. is
ranked first in Class AAA at 113
pounds and is committed to UT-
Chattanooga, while Trey is
ranked fourth in AAA at the 120-
pound class in his first year of
varsity wrestling. 

For Chuck Clark’s boys basket-
ball team, the emergence of senior
Ty Beavers has been a wonderful
sight leading up to Christmas
time.

In his first season in the start-
ing lineup, Beavers has five
games in which he has scored 18-
plus points. His spark and ability
to knock down 3s has created a
big plus for an offense in which
Cole Copeland has scored 28
points for twice this season. 

Beavers has presented a reli-
able double-figure scoring output
for the Bears (7-4, 2-1 District 5-
AAA) to rely on, which they will
need nightly in a district with two
other very talented teams within
the same town.

For the undefeated Bearettes,
who have a 34-game active win-
ning streak at Jim Smiddy Arena,
senior Halle Hughes and Rhyne
Howard continue to be one of the
best guard duos in the state.

Howard and Hughes both aver-
age over 18 points per game in
Bradley Central’s 12-0 start,
which includes five wins over
ranked teams on coacht.com.
Their scoring output has been
nearly identical, with Hughes
leading the team with 222 points
scored (18.5 per game) and
Howard with 216 points (18 per
game).

Jason Reuter may not ever
have anyone top over 30 points
this season, but why would any-
one need to when his two top
scorers score anywhere from the
mid-teens to mid-20s nightly,
along with the help from several
other capable scorers.

The Bearettes have a wonderful
gift in two stellar guards who will
both play college basketball, and
if everything plays right in the
cards this season, a special ban-
ner could be added to Jim Smiddy
after the season.

Bradley Central’s bowling team
has a pair of senior bowlers in
Kealey Collins and Trevor
Kennedy to be thankful for this
season. They will look to make for

a special postseason as the dis-
trict tournament begins Jan. 5.

Walker Valley
Following a family tradition,

Mikel Gregory is off to a great
start to begin his final wrestling
season, and hopes to be the first
in his family to win a gold medal
come Murfreesboro time.

The state’s top-ranked wrestler
at the 160-pound class in Class
AAA has appeared unstoppable at
times this season and has picked
up several pins within the first
minute of a match, including one
against Red Bank just 39 sec-
onds in.

While the Mustangs do not
have the same firepower
throughout their entire lineup,
as do their other two competitors
in town, Gregory can hang with
the best of them and should keep
improving on his path to the
‘Glass House’ in Middle
Tennessee which is sure to come
for him later this season.

The Walker Valley boys’ bas-
ketball team over its last 20
games has come away with four
trophies and Bob Williams’ team
will head into a much-needed
Christmas break with the same
exact record of 8-6 it had last
season before going on a state
tournament run.

The starting five for the
Mustangs is starting to gel now
and so is a very talented bench,
which helped them sweep the
competition in the North Murray
Mistletoe Madness Holiday
Tournament down in Georgia
earlier this week.

With a lineup of basically
hybrid, athletic guards, junior
Zeke Westfield has gifted his
team with his rebounding ability.

Second-chance looks are always
big in basketball and Westfield
has a knack for boxing out or
sneaking in to pick up a big
bucket. 

Not to mention, his big-time
two-handed slam over a McMinn
County defender earlier this sea-
son was one of the top highlight-
reel plays of the season so far
throughout the county. 

For Paul Cretton, he has
received the gift of athletic
guards to go along with a power-
ful shot blocker in Haley Jones. 

While several Lady Mustangs
average between 7-8 points per
game, junior Lauren Lay has
paced the attack on offense for a
team already three wins shy of its
12 from last season through 14
contests. She has averaged close
to a dozen points per game.

Lay not only finds herself at
the line quite often for “and 1”
opportunities, but uses her
aggressiveness to grab plenty of
rebounds as well. She had 36
points and 20 boards over three
wins in the Mistletoe Madness
sweep for Walker Valley earlier
this week.

Walker Valley’s bowling team
has been impressive this season,
as Hayden Word and Natily Haro
have picked up strikes left and
right this season. Going into the
Holidays, the Mustang bowlers
hope they can start the new year
with a district championship
especially for lone senior Skylar
Earls.

In conclusion, every team in
the local area has a lot to be
thankful for up to this point in the
season. They all hope Old Saint
Nicholas has a few more gifts on
the way for 2017.
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 All of us want to thank all of 
 you for another successful 

 year in business and let
 you know just how much

 your trust means to us.
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I should ever quit,” said Morman.
“I have found ways to cope with it.
When I say I can’t play, most peo-
ple say ‘Oh, that sucks’ or ‘I’m
sorry,’ but I don’t see it like that. I
see it as a blessing. Everyone
needs that time of rest and time
off, and I honestly wouldn’t have it
any other way if I could change it.”

While she has had to vacate her
starting spots this season in front
of the net and in the post on cer-
tain nights for the Lady Raiders,
Morman’s decision to not break
her faith is one her coaches fully
admire and praise.

For first-year Cleveland girls’
basketball head coach Tony
Williams, he has been impressed
far beyond a 12-point, 10-
rebound night for his senior post
player in a big district win over
McMinn County or even a 13-
rebound performance in a two-
point win over Alcoa.

“I tell my kids and students all
the time, what’s right is not
always popular and what’s popu-
lar is not always right,” Williams
said. “Amber’s unwavering faith is
refreshing to me. A lot of my
coaching colleagues respond to
hearing me tell them why she
can’t play some nights as ‘That’s
different,’ because it is rare, but it
is something that we celebrate for
her.”

Morman has had a great deal to
celebrate as well in her last go-
around at a school she has called
home since attending Cleveland
Middle School.

This fall she was a key member
in Cleveland’s first volleyball team
to ever make a trip to the state
tournament, and helped secure
the program’s first Region 3-3A
tournament championship.

Morman was able to land nine
kills and two digs combined
between the Lady Raiders’ lone
state tournament win over
Ravenwood and substate victory
against Oakland, in which she
had eight kills and two digs.

“I am really glad I came back to
play volleyball this year because I
chose not to play the year before,”
Morman said. “The girls were
amazing and making it to state
was something I never would have
imagined. My basketball girls
have been my family for the
longest, too. They all accept the
fact that I can’t play on certain
nights and they are really sup-
portive of me.”

Watching Morman grow over
the years has been a unique
opportunity for CHS volleyball
head coach Trish Flowers.

Instead of anyone trying to per-
suade a talented player to go

against her religion, her Raider
family has always stood behind
her.

“I think the best thing about the
whole scenario is the fact that her
not playing on Friday and
Saturday nights is a choice that
Amber is making by herself,”
Flowers said. “Her decision has
never been an issue for the
Cleveland city athletic program
because we know this is some-
thing she chooses. Our teams
have been OK with that, and we
have never had any conflict. We
are thankful to have her.”

Missing games has, at times,
been tough for Morman.

However, her support system at
home and at school has held her
up through those trying times she
wished she could have been on
the court.

“Sometimes I have felt like it
stinks not to play, but my parents
always talk to me and make me
feel better about the entire situa-
tion,” Morman said. “They are the
reason why I am perfectly fine
with living out my faith.

I am really thankful for my
coaches too, because they have
helped me in a lot of ways as well.
They have not only helped me
with athletics, but also with life
situations and learning to be a
better person and growing up.”

Appearing in nine out of her
team’s first 13 basketball games,
Morman has averaged seven
points per game along with six
rebounds. 

Despite missing several volley-
ball games as well, she was able to
present a game-changing force for
a state tournament team that
posted a program best 38-15 over-
all record.

“I think her playing volleyball
her senior year was a huge reward
for overcoming her adversity
because she made the all-region
and all-district teams after taking
off last year,” Flowers said. “She
got a lot of blocks and kills for us
and she really showed this year to
everybody that she does con-
tribute in big ways, even if she
misses a little time.”

The 6-foot forward and middle
blocker’s presence has been
missed at times by the Lady
Raiders, but her absence on
Friday and Saturday nights has
also taught her teams to fight
harder.

“We always say that we can
laugh about it, but you can’t buy
height,” Flowers said. “I feel like it
has had an adverse effect on the
team in that it teaches them they
have to play and step up. I think
as coaches, we depend too much

on one player or two sometimes.
However, if that player is out or
goes down, the other girls all have
to step up their game, and they
did that several times.”

Morman received her first colle-
giate offer this month to play
sports at Washington Adventist
University, where she could play
volleyball or basketball. She will
graduate from Cleveland in 2017
and already has her future career
path thought out as well.

“If I go to a Seventh-day
Adventist school I get to play all
the games, because we all share
the same faith,” Morman said. “I
would still consider going to a
school that wasn’t Seventh-day
Adventist if they would work with
me. I am excited about the oppor-
tunities to come.”

Having maturity beyond her
years has impressed her coaches
throughout her time at Cleveland,
and is sure to help her in college
and throughout the rest of her life.

“She could play volleyball at
Washington Adventist and proba-
bly step on the court and be one of
the best players, but at the end of
the day she is going to have to pay
her bills one day,” Flowers said.
“Sports are probably not going to
be that, so the fact that she’s
already thinking about her educa-
tion is huge. She’s got a great
head on her shoulders.”

While there is always tempta-
tion for teenagers to try and blend
in and do what everyone else
expects them to do, Morman’s
patience and faith along with her
strong playing ability are traits
that will leave a lasting legacy at
Cleveland High School.

“When you have somebody that
is willing to take some things in
this world and put them second in
their life, that’s huge,” Williams
said. “It’s so powerful and is a
reality check to our players and
myself. Hopefully people can come
to a realization that there are
much bigger things than our jobs,
sports and extracurricular activi-
ties.”

Many feel Morman is indeed a
Christmas gift for the Lady
Raiders.

“I hope she knows how much
she means to me in standing so
strong for her faith,” Williams
said. “It’s not a popular thing to
stand for what’s right these days.
Anybody that has the maturity to
stand for what they believe in
today’s society, I think the sky is
the limit for that person, because
they have character and disci-
pline. There’s a lot of things that
we can all learn from Amber
Morman.”

Morman
From Page 17

MacCoon
From Page 17

Tournament
From Page 17

vision deal is responsible for
much of the money that the
sides are essentially sharing,
and the average player salary is
predicted to reach $8.5 million
next season and $10 million
within four years under the new

deal.
It’s unclear when that process

of completing the new CBA will
occur. It may not be done for
some time, given the docu-
ment’s size and the complexity
of the language involved.

NBA
From Page 20



 22—Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, December 25, 2016 www.clevelandbanner.com

Editorial

TODAY IN HISTORY

C
olor comes in many
shades, not just black
and white.

Answers are matters of inter-
pretation, not just right and
wrong.

Interests are a question of
preference, not a case of one
dominant and one recessive.

And so it is with beliefs.
That which one chooses to

embrace is one’s right without
fear of retribution, retaliation or
scorn.

On this heartwarming
Christmas Eve, we refer you to
a “Letter to the Editor” written in
1897 by a precious little 8-year-
old girl named Virginia
O’Hanlon who had this to say in
her short, handwritten note to
“The Sun,” a now-defunct
newspaper formerly published
in New York.

It reads:
“Dear Editor: I am 8 years

old. Some of my little friends
say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, ‘If you see it in the
Sun, it’s so.’ Please tell me the
truth, is there a Santa Claus?”

In the 119 years since,
Virginia’s letter has provoked
much conversation among
believers, nonbelievers and
those who want to believe but
remain unconvinced.

Their belief is that seeing is
believing.

If we see it then it must be
real, and therefore we can
believe it.

The argument’s merit is plausi-
ble, yet not altogether conclusive.

Sometimes believing comes
from deep within the heart — a
knowing zone where individual
truth is like beauty. It relies
upon the eyes of the beholder.

We now refer you to the
answer to Virginia’s simple
question as penned in a Sun
editorial by Francis Parcellus
Church who titled the response,
“Is There a Santa Claus?”

Its opening reads:
“Virginia, your little friends

are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a
skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see.
They think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible by
their little minds. All minds,
Virginia, whether they be men’s
or children’s, are little. In this
great universe of ours man is a
mere insect, an ant, in his intel-
lect, as compared with the
boundless world about him, as
measured by the intelligence
capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.”

It is the editorial’s second
paragraph that is best remem-
bered:

“Yes, Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus. He exists as cer-
tainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty
and joy. Alas! How dreary
would be the world if there were
no Santa Claus. It would be as
dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no
child-like faith then, no poetry,
no romance to make tolerable
this existence. We should have
no enjoyment, except in sense
and sight. The eternal light with
which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.”

Assuredly, the existence of
Santa Claus lies deep within
the hearts and the imaginations
of those who choose to believe,
those who want to believe and
those whose lives are made
better by believing.

It has been said before,
“Everybody’s gotta believe in
something.”

We agree.
Those who believe in nothing

are those who see little poten-
tial — not in themselves, not in
this world, not in this life.

Seeing is not believing.
Believing is believing.
Whether it be a red-suited

Jolly OI’ Elf named Santa or a
red-nosed reindeer named
Rudolph.

Whether it be a restless and
eternal spirit within us all
sparked by a will to make a dif-
ference in the lives of those
around us.

Or whether it be the birth of a
savior, our beloved Jesus
Christ.

It isn’t about belief.
It is about believing.
In the message of that edito-

rial so long ago, and whose
warmth is no less pure today,
“The most real things in the
world are those that neither
children nor men can see.”

Yes Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus as real and rosy and lov-
ing as those hearts that choose
to believe — just as there is a
day, a night and a birth, that
changed mankind forever.

We did not see it, but we
choose to believe it.

And believing is the miracle
upon which all faith lives forev-
er.

Merry Christmas, Virginia.
Merry Christmas, Cleveland

and Bradley County.
Merry Christmas to us all.

(AP) — Today is Sunday, Dec.
25, the 360th day of 2016. There
are six days left in the year. This
is Christmas Day.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 25, 1991, Soviet

President Mikhail S. Gorbachev
went on TV to announce his res-
ignation as the eighth and final
leader of a communist superpow-
er that had already gone out of
existence.

On this date:
In A.D. 336, the first known

commemoration of Christmas on
Dec. 25 took place in Rome.

In 1066, William the
Conqueror was crowned King of
England.

In 1776, Gen. George
Washington and his troops
crossed the Delaware River for a
surprise attack against Hessian
forces at Trenton, New Jersey.

In 1818, “Silent Night (Stille
Nacht)” was publicly performed
for the first time during the

Christmas Midnight Mass at the
Church of St. Nikolaus in
Oberndorf, Austria.

In 1926, Hirohito became
emperor of Japan, succeeding his
father, Emperor Yoshihito.

In 1931, New York’s
Metropolitan Opera broadcast an
entire live opera over radio for the
first time: “Hansel and Gretel” by
Engelbert Humperdinck.

In 1941, during World War II,
Japan announced the surrender
of the British-Canadian garrison
at Hong Kong.

In 1946, comedian W.C. Fields
died in Pasadena, California, at
age 66.

In 1961, Pope John XXIII for-
mally announced the upcoming
convocation of the Second
Vatican Council, which opened in
Oct. 1962.

In 1977, comedian Sir Charles
Chaplin died in Switzerland at

A story of Christmas
in a little girl’s letter
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Multiple Greenway projects completed in 2016;
now, exciting goals are being finalized for 2017

For the last column of this year, I thought
it would be appropriate to look back over
what projects and events took place this year
on the Cleveland/Bradley County Greenway. 

I was surprised at the diversity of the
changes and additions. There was a little bit of
everything that happened in 2016. In fact,
there is too much to list and elaborate in the
space for this column. So, I’ll hit the highlights
in no particular order of importance or date:

1. The Cleveland Rotary Club funded the
placement of a new four-sided information
kiosk in Greenway Park.

2. Two new historic markers were
installed, one on education and another
highlighting the story of Taylor’s Place.

3. A new restroom was dedicated, funded
by the two local Rotary clubs and built with
the volunteer labor of Men and Women of
Action.

4. The same day, a new piece of public art,
“Infinite Angles,” was unveiled at Mile 3 near
the Church of God International Offices.

5. Greenway Park on Raider Drive received
a new parking and access road configura-
tion, adding space for 40-plus cars.

6. Community Day on the Greenway and
the fifth annual Chalk the Walk showcased
the diversity of our Greenway as an event
venue.

7. The Greenway became a linear class-
room, with the installation of tree markers
by local Eagle Scout Grover Brown, identify-
ing 36 species.

8. A new dog park officially opened at
Tinsley Park on the Greenway.

9. Three new locations were added to the
Greenway Network: Michigan Avenue School,
the F.I. Denning Center and the former
“back nine” of the old Rolling Hills Golf
Course off Freewill Road.

10. The first portion of Phase VI was offi-
cially installed as Public Works crews poured
the first fifth of a mile between Willow and
Inman streets.

11. Security cameras were installed in sev-
eral locations between Greenway Park and
Tinsley Park.

12. Groundbreaking was held in
Charleston for the first portion of their
Greenway, a section which will eventually

connect with the current Greenway.
13. The first annual Greenway Classic 5K

was held, raising awareness and more than
$2,400 for Greenway projects.

14. A new trailhead was officially acquired
for the Greenway, next to Kingsway Press on
Keith Street.

15. Negotiations with property owners
took place concerning a future Candies
Creek Greenway, including the Cleveland
City Schools, Westmore Church of God and
Westwood Baptist.

16. A “retreat” was held last month where
the Greenway Board dug into policies, proj-
ects and procedures, and set goals for the
year 2017.

Speaking of 2017 goals, that will be the
topic of the next column, the first of the new
year. 

While 2016 was productive and exciting,
what’s on the horizon for 2017 is even better
and potentially more historic.

Merry Christmas and thanks to everyone
who helps make our Cleveland/Bradley
County Greenway all it is and can be for our
community!

——— 
Online:
cbcgreenway.com  
Facebook: The Greenway

Kissing away changes of the Christmas season
Family Christmas traditions and hol-

iday habits will stick with you forever
... but they change. I still remember my
growing-up years and what they were
like. That’s about all I have today —
memories.

Christmas in my family was just that
... family. The big event was the Bowers
family gathering the weekend before
Santa was to arrive, at the home of one
of my uncles (or aunts). It was held at
my home in Maryville several times
through my youthful years, with
uncles, aunts and cousins arriving
from Greeneville, Karns, Dandridge,
and even Dayton, Ohio.

As the years have progressed, my
parents and all my uncles have passed,
all but two of my aunts, and even some
cousins. Those holiday get-togethers
have faded into wonderful memories.
There are few family activities anymore,
with the exception of reaching out by
telephone or computer.

The younger generation, at least in
my immediate family, have “other
things to do” this time of the year.

At times I yearn for the old days, but
I know a return to those times is not
going to happen. So, I sit back with a
little Christmas cheer and remember
how it used to be. Today, I’ll share
some of those memories.

There were four phases to my
Christmas timeline: 

Phase 1: These were the years when I
was a kid, and the big thing was
Christmas presents.

Phase 2: Then came the teenage
years, when I and my cousins were

usually involved in outdoor activities
such as playing football, or going hunt-
ing.

Phase 3: This was the young adult
years, marriage and children of my
own. During the late teens you took the
girlfriend along (to show off and get
family approval), and later you took
your new family.

Phase 4: Finally came my adult
years, when my parents and their sib-
lings were moving into their late years
of life. The “old-timers” wanted to be
sure our younger generation was “going
to make it.”

It’s hard to say which holiday phase
was the most enjoyable. You always
gain something from holidays with fam-
ily, regardless of your age or station in
life. When you move up a level, you
have memories of what went before.
You attempt to emulate the good parts
for younger members of the family, but
that seldom happens.

I remember my childhood days. It
was the unofficial start of the “good
part” part of the Christmas season. I
knew I was going to get presents,
although the big items would be under
the tree on Christmas Day.

There was always the “search” for
myself and my brother over the weeks

prior to Christmas, and the family
event. Once we found where our par-
ents had stashed our presents, we
would try to determine what we were
going to get at the party, and what
would remain for Christmas Day.

Usually the gifts were placed in the
attic, but when our parents were away
from home, up the ladder we went. The
only difficult place for us, was the
trunk of Dad’s car.

Our searches, and finding our
Christmas gifts, may have taken away
some of the excitement of Christmas
morning, but the hunt was a big thing.

Another thing I remember from my
younger years was my uncle Furman.
He was a former agricultural instructor
at the University of Tennessee, and he
had a Christmas habit. He would give
me, and each of my cousins, a $2 bill.
This was when a $2 bill was something
unique, and a step up from earlier
years when he presented us a silver
dollar. I saved these monetary gifts for
years

The next phase of family Christmas
was my teen years. If the weather was
nice, my cousins and I would usually
play football. There were also some
years when we would go hunting.

My father had given me a lever-
action, .22 rifle when I was 12. It was a
gun he had purchased when he was
young, and it meant the world to me ...
the gift and his trust in me.

Most of my cousins had shotguns (of
various gauges), and we would trudge
off into the woods as our parents were
busy talking and catching up on family

affairs from the previous 12 months.
Squirrels and rabbits were our usual

target, but it didn’t have to be animals.
You have to realize this was the holiday
season, and hunting mistletoe was also
important. As young teens, kissing
wasn’t that important to us, but gath-
ering mistletoe was.

Mistletoe attaches itself to the high-
est limbs of hardwood trees, making it
virtually impossible to collect it by
hand. Despite the plant’s ability to turn
young adults, and even oldsters, into
smoochers, it often starts out by getting
blasted out of the tree.

My cousins would use their shot-
guns, but I felt there was too much
damage from the pellets. I would use
my trusty rifle, although it did take me
longer to collect the green twigs.

You would think we would have pre-
ferred a squirrel, rabbit or even a big
bird, but hunting mistletoe also had its
moments.   

The ancient Druids reputedly may
have been the first to consider mistle-
toe sacred. When everything else in the
woods turns brown and drops its
leaves, mistletoe stays green.

The Druids believed it could cure ill-
ness, ward off poisons and counteract
witchcraft. It was also an early version
of a peace pipe. When enemies met
under mistletoe in the forest, they had
to lay down their arms and observe a
truce until the next day. I imagine that
was when the kissing started!

As teens, we didn’t know this. We
just thought it was “smoochy” stuff for
our parents to decorate with at

Christmastime. 
During these years, many people

would hunt mistletoe by throwing rocks
because they couldn’t afford shotgun
shells. They used mistletoe during the
holidays because it was cheap, and it
was one of the few things that remain
colorful when the weather turned cold.

Hunting mistletoe was a fun time.
Another enjoyment from the family

Christmas party was when I discovered
the cheapest present of all.

When my two sons were small, 2 and
4 years of age, my late wife and I took
them to the Christmas event in
Dandridge. Their presents for the day
included a tricycle and a rocking horse,
both in large boxes.

My sons spent hours and hours play-
ing with their presents — not the toys
— but the big boxes they came in.
Their young cousins also joined in.

We decided following that party that
in the future we would just get them
boxes for Christmas. We figure it would
provide a tremendous boost to our holi-
day budget.  

As you can see, Christmas has
changed drastically for me, as it has for
many of you. Today you may have the
same problem I have, that your family
becomes fractured at this time of the
year. 

We still have our memories, and we
enjoy looking back!

———
(About the writer: Larry Bower is a

staff writer, and three-time editor, of the
Cleveland Daily Banner. Email him at
larry.bowers@clevelandbanner.com.)
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Larry Bowers
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Writer

Keeping it

green

Cameron Fisher
Cleveland/Bradley 
Greenway Board
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A Christmas tree brings love in a time of loss
“I am not alone at all. I was never

alone. And that, of course, is the mes-
sage of Christmas. We are never alone.
Not when the night is darkest, the wind
coldest, the world seemingly most indif-
ferent. For this is still the time God
chose.” 

— Taylor Caldwell
Scottish-American

novelist and author
(1900-85)

———
Mom and Dad didn’t talk much

about death when I was a kid; at least,
not to me.

They might have spoken more freely
around my brother and sister, who
were my elders by three years and five
years.

Maybe they figured a boy my age did-
n’t need to be exposed to such harsh
truths. 

If memory serves me correctly, the
first funeral I ever attended was my
grandmother’s. Grandmother Norton —
I think her first name was Ora — died
after a long battle with what today
probably would have been diagnosed as
esophageal cancer. I was about 5 or 6,
maybe a little younger.

I sort of understood death.
Grandmother was gone and she would-
n’t be back. Granddaddy kissed her on
the cheek as she lay motionless in the
coffin. I remember holding my mother’s
hand in a wooden pew of the small Pine
Hill Baptist Church. Looking up at the
tears as they rolled slowly down her
cheeks, I recall asking her not to cry.
She didn’t look down, just straight
ahead as the preacher said good things
about my grandmother.

Dad’s eyes were red, as well. It was
the first time I had ever seen his tears.

That’s all I remember of
Grandmother’s funeral, other than the
visitation the night before at their
house. People were coming and going
throughout the evening, and the half-
circle, gravel driveway stayed full of the
cars and trucks of friends and family.
Dad spent much of the time outside
helping to direct traffic. Maybe staying
busy was his way of coping. I stayed at
his side much of the way, probably
because I didn’t want to be inside.

This was early 1960s in tiny Falkner,
Miss. We were rural folks whose coun-
try funerals stuck with tradition, one
among them being long visitations that
lasted for hours.

Other than Grandmother’s funeral, I
don’t recall much talk about death ... not
until I was older, and even then the
details were often sketchy. Besides, I was
still a small boy ... one who loved the out-
doors and doing all things of boyhood,
especially when they involved my father.

The subject of death arose again one
year in early autumn. I had been hear-

ing Mom and Dad whispering words
like “wreck,” “hospital” and “passed
away.”

I understood enough to know some-
one had died in a car wreck, somebody
my parents knew, and especially my
father. I didn’t know the man who had
passed. Whether I had ever met him, I
cannot say. To this day, I figure he was
a carpenter friend of Dad’s — someone
he regularly worked with building other
people’s houses and sheds and barns
— or he was an old Army Air Corps
buddy from the war. 

Then again, he might have been
another mechanic who spent time with
my father rebuilding engines and tin-
kering with motors, especially those
that sputtered when they shouldn’t.

Whoever it was, Dad knew him well —
Mom, not so much ... although she
knew there was now a widow and young
kids, all of whom were younger than me.

On this day, Dad was dressing up.
Mom was helping him adjust his neck-
tie — one of the only two or three he
owned — and he wore a short-sleeve
shirt that didn’t have any stains or pipe
tobacco burns in the front. He wore no
dress coat or sports jacket. I don’t
think he owned one.

Dad was a simple man. A rare
churchgoer, he knew little — or nothing
— of style or fashion. He bought a new
shirt and trousers for himself every few
years, spending most of his meager
part-time earnings on electricity for the
house, gasoline for Mom’s 1950s blue-
and-white Chevrolet and his old black
panel truck, and clothing and food for
three kids; at least, for whatever we
didn’t grow in the two gardens.

He also spent it on alcohol, but that
came on his bad days ... days when the
war took its toll.

After the necktie was straight to
Mom’s satisfaction, Dad disappeared in
the black panel truck. Mom stayed with
us kids at the house, not offering a lot
of information but explaining another
family somewhere in Tippah County
had suffered a terrible loss.

Dad returned in the early evening,
having spent much of the afternoon at
a visitation, this time offering his own
condolences to another family, just as
others had offered him theirs at the
passing of his mother, and my grand-
mother.

There was no further talk of the acci-
dent, of a friend’s death nor of a funer-
al. It was just Dad’s way.

Weeks passed and the holiday season
arrived. Thanksgiving came. As we
always did, Mom, Dad and we three
kids rotated holiday gatherings between
Thanksgiving and Christmas with each
side of the family — the Nortons and
the Densons.

Wherever we had our Thanksgiving
meal on this day, I am sure I left uncom-
fortably full, thanks to the turkey, corn-
bread dressing, tangy cranberry sauce
and all the trimmings ... compliments of
the Deep South’s finest cooks — my
mother and a slew of aunts.

As was often tradition at our little
tin-roofed house just outside Falkner,
on the weekend after Thanksgiving, we
three men — Dad, older brother Jim
and I — trekked deep into
Granddaddy’s woodlands to find the
perfect cedar to serve as Mom’s
Christmas tree ... sometimes we trav-
eled by foot, other times by tractor and
wagon.

The great hunt was successful, as it
always was ... which is why a week
later it came as a surprise when Dad
told Jim and me to put on our old
coats and shoes, because we were
going to hunt for another tree.

“But we’ve got a Christmas tree,” I
reminded him in the voice of pure boy.
“It’s in the living room.”

He chuckled, his pipe moving from
one corner of his mouth to the other
without the touch of his hand.

“It’s not for us,” he said. “Now come
on. Your mama says to wear your old
shoes, not the newest ones. Do those
old ones leak?”

“Not much,” I said. “It ain’t rainin’ no
way.”

“It isn’t raining,” I heard Mom’s cor-
rection from another room.

If a 6- or 7-year-old boy can roll his
eyes, mine probably rolled.

“And wear the old brown coat,” she
added. “It’s dirty anyway. One pocket is
torn, but you won’t need it.”

In black, high-top Keds (old enough
that the logos were peeling off both
ankles), blue jeans with grass-stained
knees, the old brown coat and a stringy
toboggan — my normal winter garb for
outdoor work and play — I joined Dad
and Jim on another great Christmas
tree hunt, our second of the season.

It would be a small tree so we walked
to the distant woods — a hike that
probably took a half-hour, maybe less
depending on our pace. And we were in
no hurry. For such a cedar, we didn’t
need Dad’s chainsaw. Jim carried the
double-bit ax instead, hoisted above
one shoulder and then the other when
his arm tired. Once the little tree was
down, Dad would carry it home.

Walking the same path that the trac-
tor and wagon would have followed had
we ridden, we passed through a couple

of closed gates, along the front of the
old barn and into open pasture.

“Watch your step, Rick-Rack,” Dad
cautioned as we followed the tractor
bed. 

“How come?”
“The cows are in this pasture right

now,” he said. “You don’t want to step
in a fresh pile.”

“But these are old shoes,” I reminded
him.

“Don’t matter,” Dad warned. Pointing
to a fresh patty, he added, “You step in
a pile of that and your mama will tan
your hide ... and mine.”

I understood. It was an unwritten
code among country men. Don’t rile the
women folk, especially mothers and
wives.

“Who’s gettin’ this Christmas tree?” I
asked. As usual, I did most of the talk-
ing. Older brother Jim mostly listened.
Sometimes he just shook his head, like
he knew the answer before I’d even
asked the question.

“It’s for a family that needs the help,”
Dad said, not offering much detail. It
was just Dad’s way.

“Do I know’em?” I sought.
“Don’t think so. Your mama barely

knows’em. I know’em well.”
“They got kids?”
“Three,” he answered. “One’s just a

baby. The other two are younger than
you.”

“Their daddy can’t get a tree for’em?”
Dad hesitated, glancing first at the

distant treeline, then at the ground and
again to the horizon.

“... No son, he can’t get one.”
“He sick?”
More silence.
“This is just somethin’ we need to do

for’em,” Dad answered. “Jimbo, with all
the huntin’ you and Rick-Rack do out
here, you remember any cedars ...
maybe four or five feet tall?”

“There’s some not far from that patch
of briars where we cut wood last time,”
Jim answered. “Some are pretty little.”

“Well, that’s where we’re goin’,” Dad
offered. “Rick-Rack, you get to swing
the ax some today, too. Just like your
brother. But be careful.”

“Do we tell Mom?”
He laughed, taking his pipe in one

hand. “Only if you don’t get hurt,” he
stressed.

Walks in the woods were always a
treat for me during these days of
Falkner ... walks on a Christmas tree
hunt even more so.

As the late-afternoon sun dimmed
behind an approaching cloud bank, we
found the patch of cedars. To my
brother’s credit, he had guessed right.
Many were small and several met Dad’s
expectations.

“From the look of those clouds, we’d
better get busy,” my father offered. “It’s

either rain that’s comin’ tonight ... or
snow.”

“Snow?” I asked elatedly. “For real?
Is it cold enough?”

“Maybe ... but if it does come, let’s be
at home when it gets here,” Dad sug-
gested with a laugh.

Jim applied the first swings of the
ax. Dad allowed me to follow, telling me
to aim for the notch Jim had already
begun.

The cedar’s lower limbs were in the
way, scratching my hands as I swung.
Dad held a couple back, but he stayed
safely out of reach of the ax.

“Hold’em back good,” I instructed.
“You just mind that ax,” he replied.

“I’ll worry about the limbs.”
After another rotation, or two, Jim

and I almost had the trunk sliced. Dad
took over, and finished off the job with
a couple more swings. He’d smooth out
the cut with a handsaw or the Stihl
back at the house.

The cedar fell gently to the ground.
Dad rescued it, holding it upright with
a single hand.

“It’s a beauty, boys,” he chuckled
again. It was just Dad’s way.

“Reckon those folks will like it?” I
asked.

Another silence.
“They’ll love it, Rick-Rack ... all of’em,

kids included.”
“They need help decoratin’ it?”
“No, I don’t think so. I think they

need to do the decoratin’. It’ll mean
somethin’ to’em ... somethin’ real spe-
cial. And you boys made it possible.
This is a Christmas gift from you to
them. They’ll appreciate it ... more than
you’ll ever know.”

“They got enough decorations ... ici-
cles and stuff?” I asked.

“Right sure they do,” Dad answered,
his voice trailing. “They just didn’t have
a way of gettin’ a tree.”

“They’ve got one now,” my quiet
brother proudly declared. “Reckon we
can give’em one of our ornaments? Our
tree can spare one. Fay won’t mind.
Mom, neither.”

“Our tree don’t have a lot. You boys
want to give one up?”

Both heads nodded.
Dad looked to the clouds, his gaze

lost in a cluster of tree limbs ... all
bare, all oak. One hand wiped at red-
dening eyes.

My brother and I said nothing.
The December sky was darkening. It

was time to head home.
Dad carried the tree — his free hand

resting on my shoulder, and then my
brother’s, the entire way.

———
(About the writer: Rick Norton is an

associate editor at the Cleveland Daily
Banner. Email him at rick.norton@cleve-
landbanner.com.)

INKSPOTS

Rick Norton
Assoc. Editor

My favorite Christmas with a family who had ‘everything’
This is my 69th Christmas. I'm 68. I

was born in October. The other day,
Jana and I were discussing
Christmases past. Memories. Her fami-
ly went snow skiing in the Alps. She's
from Switzerland. She asked me what
my favorite Christmas memory was.
Like I said, I have decades from which
to choose. I had to think about it.

My first Christmas here in Cleveland
was a good one. My two brothers, Ricky
and Gary, and I had just come to live
with Dad, in a little house, over on
Hickory Drive. We had come from a dif-
ficult situation, living with my mother.
It had been awhile since any one of us
had had a festive Christmas.

I remember us getting up in the
morning with Dad. There was a lit-up
Christmas tree in the living room with
beautifully wrapped presents under it.
Dad had some help wrapping them
from the ladies at Parks Belk. The tree
wasn't award-winningly decorated. It
had some lights and ornaments and an
angel at the top. I'm afraid it looked as
though someone threw things at the
tree. Dad had given it his best shot.

We went to church and then onto
Cedar Lane for Christmas dinner. When
you're in the sixth grade, eating in your
Sunday School clothes is uncomfort-
able. But, it sure felt good to feel safe
and loved. Dad was our hero. It was

truly a wonderful Christmas.
But, if I'm completely honest about

it, even with the great holiday gather-
ings I spent with my grandmother, Miz
Lena, one of my most memorable
Christmases was spent with the
Vaughn family in Hampshire, a little
spit-in-the-road town in Middle
Tennessee, just south of Columbia.

We were living with my mother. She
was a teacher at Hampshire High
School. First through twelfth grades, all
under one roof. We lived in a little
mobile home, out behind the school. At
that time, Mom wasn't herself and,
consequently, we didn't celebrate much
of anything.

Mr. Vaughn and his wife were the
custodians of the school. They lived in
a rundown shack on the other side of a
creek that you could jump over, or walk
across, via a 2-by-4 that had been laid
across it. They had six kids, ranging in
ages from 1 to 12. Four girls and two
boys. They were poor as church mice.

The whole family worked at the

school. Many times, they worked hours
into the night cleaning up. They were a
hard working bunch. Sometimes, from
my back porch, I could hear them all
singing together as they worked in uni-
son. It sounded beautiful.

I woke up that Christmas morning
with the realization that we had no tree
and a couple of presents that
Grandmom and Dad had sent over.
Mom was still in bed. I immediately felt
sad. It didn't feel anything like
Christmas morning. I suppose you
could say I began to feel sorry for
myself.

I remembered what Miz Lena had
told me about thinking too much about
myself. 

"You coulda been born crippled or a
orphan, with no parents. Don't have no
home. Nothin' to eat. Just remember,
they's folks out there with nothin' and
they's makin' the best of it. When you
start feelin' sorry for yore self, just
think about all them poor people with
nuthin'. Them's the ones to feel sorry
for."

With that sentiment in my head, I
wrote out a Christmas card to the
Vaughns and headed their way. As I
approached their home, I remember
thinking how sad it was going to be at
their home. I envisioned them all sitting
around with frowns on their faces. I

was hoping my card would lift their
spirits and show how much they were
loved.

As I approached their little home, I
could hear a Christmas song blaring
out from the record player. As I crossed
the creek, I noticed icicles and a few
ornaments strewn over an old juniper
bush up next to the porch. I could hear
a commotion and laughter coming from
inside. As I opened the door, the smells
of Christmas fixin’s hit me.

There they were, the poorest people
in the county, joyous. You should have
seen their faces. The kids were grinning
from ear-to-ear. It wasn't because they
had received anything much from
Santa. Most of the kids got fruit in
their stockings. They pulled oranges
out and immediately put them back in
the refrigerator. Most of their presents
were hand-me-down clothes and shoes.

It turns out that they were thrilled to
have a Christmas tree. It had come
from the school faculty. The teachers
had tied dollar bills to the limbs. They
had counted the money and "reckoned"
there was enough there for all the kids
to get new shoes. The school had also
given the Vaughns a big turkey. They
were overjoyed.

Mrs. Vaughn thanked me for my card
and asked me if I'd like to have
Christmas dinner with them. I accept-

ed. We sang Christmas songs until din-
ner was ready. All of us gathered
around the old wooden table and held
hands, while Mr. Vaughn gave the
blessing. Even as young as I was, I
realized that these people were making
the best of their circumstances. Kind of
what Miz Lena had preached to me.

As Mr. Raymond Vaughn wrapped up
his prayer of thanks, he said, "And
Dear Lord, please look out for them
people with nothin. In Jesus's name,
Amen." That rural poignancy has stuck
with me through all these years.

So, I'll be grateful for what we have,
and I'll remember that there are those
who have nothing. I'm praying for them
this Christmas. 

Merry Christmas to all of you and to
the Vaughn family, and to those brave
men and women of our armed forces
around the world.

———
(About the writer: After nearly four

decades in the entertainment industry,
Bill Stamps and his wife, Jana, and
their two dogs — Cowboy and Scout —
left Los Angeles for Cleveland. Bill's
father was morning man and general
manager of WCLE back in the late 1950s
and early ’60s. Bill attended grades 6-8
in Cleveland, and has come back to
write a book about his childhood in the
South. He may be contacted at
bill_stamps@aol.com or via Facebook.)
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To The Editor:
My late wife and I visited an elderly

woman on a hot July day. She invited
us to join her into her living room. 

I must admit I was surprised to see
her Christmas tree with all she had on
it, especially that time of year. I left it
up to her to share as to why she did. 

So, she did explain why her tree was
still up. 

“I not only celebrate Christmas on the
25th of December, but all throughout
the year because I believe it should be
celebrated every day,” she said. “After
all, most people just think of that date
to celebrate Christmas, then wait until
the next year [to do it again].”

She continued, “I believe that we
should think of it as Christ coming to
earth as a baby, then grew up, and at
the age of 33 bled and died to pay the
price of forgiveness of all of our sins.
That is why my Christmas tree remains
up every day to always remind me what
Christ did for me and everyone.”

I think she gave an excellent answer
why her tree was still up. Most of us

take our Christmas tree down after the
season is over, but we don't need our
tree still up to remind us that we
should praise God. He loved us so
much that He sent His son into the
world to one day suffer, bleed and die
so we can repent, and ask God to for-
give and save us.

After all, John 3:16 tells us why we
should thank God every day of our life
for what He did for us. He loved you
and me that much. 

I look at Christmas this way: “Christ,”
then add “Mas.” It means to me,
"Christ, I worship." I will add that this
is not the case just in the Christmas
season, but every day.

— Reuben Hiatt
Cleveland

Celebrate
Christmas
every day

age 88.
In 1989, ousted Romanian

President Nicolae Ceausescu and
his wife, Elena, were executed
following a popular uprising.
Former baseball manager Billy
Martin, 61, died in a traffic acci-
dent near Binghamton, New
York.

In 1990, the World Wide Web
was born in Geneva, Switzerland,
as computer scientists Tim
Berners-Lee and Robert Cailliau
created the world’s first hyper-
linked web page.

Ten years ago: James Brown,
the “Godfather of Soul,” died in
Atlanta at age 73. Pope Benedict
XVI used his Christmas Day
address to call for a peaceful res-
olution of conflicts worldwide and
appeal for greater caring of the

poor, the exploited and all who
suffer.

Five years ago: Five members
of a family — three children and
their grandparents — died in a
Christmas morning blaze in
Stamford, Connecticut, that was
blamed on burning embers in a
trash can. A 56-year-old man
dressed as Santa Claus shot and
killed his estranged wife, their
two teenage children and three
other relatives at an apartment in
Grapevine, Texas, before taking
his own life. A suicide bombing of
a Catholic church near Nigeria’s
capital left at least 44 people
dead.

One year ago: President
Barack Obama paid tribute to six
U.S. service members killed in a
suicide attack in Afghanistan.

History
From Page 22



PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP)
— Cambodia has made one of its
biggest seizures ever of smuggled
animal parts, including more
than a ton of ivory, a wildlife pro-
tection group said Thursday.

The Wildlife Alliance said 1.3
metric tons of ivory, 10 cheetah

skulls and 82 kilograms (180
pounds) of cheetah bones, and
137 kilograms (301 pounds) of
pangolin scales were found Dec.
16 concealed in three containers
shipped from Mozambique.

The group said in a statement
that another shipment of illicit

ivory by the same company was
intercepted in Vietnam in
October.

Wildlife Alliance said
Cambodia has made 19 seizures
of ivory and rhino horn from six
African countries since 2014.

A major international confer-
ence on wildlife trafficking was
held last month in Vietnam, one
of the major transit points and
consumers of trafficked ivory and
rhino horns.

The pangolin is considered the
world’s most heavily trafficked
mammal, sought for its meat,
eaten as a delicacy, and for its
scales, which are used in tradi-
tional medicine.

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho (AP) —
Firefighters have rescued a
Russian tortoise named Yoda at
an eastern Idaho elementary
school after a heating device
caused his habitat to start smol-
dering.

The Idaho Falls Fire
Department says it responded
early Wednesday to a fire alarm
at Fairview Elementary School in
Idaho Falls and found the build-
ing filled with smoke.

Crews discovered a smoldering
fire in a classroom in Yoda’s 30-
gallon enclosure and saved the
tortoise.

Bonneville School District
Superintendent Charles Shackett
says a heating pad meant to keep
Yoda warm caused the problem.

The hand-sized tortoise is fine
and back home with his owner, a
teacher.

Shackett says he encourages
pets in the classroom but will
review animal habitat policies.

School officials say the fire
damage is minimal, and the
building is being aired out.
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Therapy dog provides love, joy to Brunswick hospice patients
By LAUREN MCDONALD

The News

BRUNSWICK, Ga. (AP) —
Dressed in his most stylish
Santa suit, therapy dog Dexter
looked sharp on Dec. 21 for his
first day on the job at Hospice of
the Golden Isles.

Dexter, a puggle — a mix of a
pug and a beagle — with big
eyes, short legs and a figure
described as “pleasantly
plump,” will be taking up
employment as the resident
therapy dog at Hospice of the
Golden Isles, where his one job
is to offer love and joy to the
patients there.

Dexter will be sharing office
space with his owner, Patty

Crosby, the vice president of
development at Hospice of the
Golden Isles.

Crosby recently put Dexter
through therapy dog training, a
decision she made after seeing
what a natural he was with the
hospice patients.

“When we had to evacuate
during the hurricane, we shel-
tered here. We stayed, and I
brought Dexter with me, and
everyone just loved having him
here at the hospice,” Crosby
said. “He was wonderful with
everybody and the patients, and
such a comfort. So I went ahead
and went through the training,
and he passed.”

Therapy dog training is a fair-
ly rigorous process that includes

hours of testing, to make sure
the dogs have a steady tempera-
ment and can remain calm in
most crowds and settings,
Crosby said.

“They make sure that your
dog can be comfortable in situa-
tions with loud children or in a
hospital setting where there’s a
lot of noise,” she said. “They
have to want to be pet, to want
to be loved and to give love.”

During Dexter’s first morning
in his new position, he had the
chance to show off his red suit
and brighten the day of several
patients.

“We took him back to visit
with the patients, and one lady
just started crying,” Crosby
said. “He likes to sleep on your

chest and nuzzle with you, and
it just made her cry. She was so
happy to have a little animal
with her.”

Hospice at the Golden Isles
frequently brings in therapy
dogs to comfort patients, Crosby
said, but Dexter will be a more
regular fixture.

And this isn’t 8-year-old
Dexter’s first time in a public
service gig.

“I got him from the Humane
Society in Jacksonville, and so
when I got him we used him
when I was in TV as a poster dog
for adoption, to encourage other
people to adopt dogs,” said
Crosby, who previously worked
as an anchor for First Coast
News.

Dexter’s laid-back nature and
sweet disposition makes him an
ideal therapy dog.

Monica Rich, the bereavement
coordinator at Hospice of the
Golden Isles, said therapy dogs
are able to connect with the
patients in ways that nurses
cannot.

“Dogs seem to have a sense of
who needs them, and the
patients are aware of that dog’s
sense,” Rich said. “There’s a
compassion that the dog seems
to show that’s different than
what a human will show, and it
makes a spiritual and emotional
connection unlike a human con-
nection.”

In hospice patient Annie
Howard’s room, Dexter made

himself comfortable in Howard’s
lap while she petted him.

Rich said Howard trans-
formed each time Dexter entered
the room.

“She hasn’t smiled or really
talked to people or anything,
and when he comes in she total-
ly changes,” Rich said. “She’ll
talk and she’ll answer questions
when she’s holding him, when
she normally wouldn’t.”

Crosby said therapy dogs like
Dexter bring a special kind of joy
to the patients and families at
Hospice.

“The patients light up,” she
said. “Everybody loves to have a
friendly face and have that com-
fort that an animal brings.
That’s priceless.”

GArNer is a 3-year-old male cat who wants to be your lap cat. He’s very loving and sweet. He
enjoyed spending some time with Animal Control Officer Kelli Daughtery. Sloan is a beautiful American
pit bull terrier and looking for his perfect forever home. He’s a playful guy and enjoyed spending some
time with Animal Control Officer John Bivens. Come out and meet all the highly adoptable animals at
Cleveland Animal Control, 360 Hill St. Shelter hours are Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to noon. 

cArTer Norris visited The
Ark, in search of a feline com-
panion for his current cat, Chuck
Norris. After narrowing his
search, Carter decided to sleep
on the lifelong commitment to
adopt. He returned next day with
sister, Bailey, and mom, Jessica,
to make his selection. Not long
into the visit, Butch, a 9-month-
old orange tabby, decided to
adopt Carter and family. While
Norris completed the adoption
contract, and reviewed Butch's
veterinary records, Carter and
Bailey posed for a new begin-
nings photo with Butch.  

Yoda the tortoise saved from school fire

Rambo the pet alligator can stay
LAKELAND, Fla. (AP) — A

Florida woman is being allowed to
keep her 6-foot-long pet alligator
at home following a fight with
state wildlife officials over the
growing size of the reptile.

A spokesman for the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission said Thursday that
the agency had reached an agree-

ment with Mary Thorn, allowing
her to keep her 125-pound reptile
named Rambo at home.

Wildlife officials say alligators
that measure more than 6 feet
must have 2.5 acres of land.

The alligator has been with
Thorn for more than 11 years and
wears clothes. Rambo was recent-
ly captured wearing a Santa hat.

U.S., Mexico wildlife officials 
draft jaguar recovery plan

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) —
A team of wildlife officials in the
United States and Mexico on
Monday released details of a pro-
posed recovery plan for the
endangered jaguar, prompting
criticism from environmental
groups who say more needs to be
done to restore a breeding popu-
lation of the elusive cats north of
the border.

While jaguars are found in 19
countries stretching from the
American Southwest to South
America, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service said Monday that
the focus is on efforts in northern
Mexico and the U.S.

As part of the proposal, scien-
tists are not prescribing jaguar
reintroductions in the U.S.
They’re focused instead on efforts
to sustain habitat, eliminate
poaching and improve social
acceptance of the animal to
accommodate jaguars that dis-
perse into the U.S. so they can
survive and multiply.

Federal officials are seeking
comments on the proposal and
any additional information that
could help shape a final version
of the plan.

“We recognize the significant
challenges of recovery planning

for an elusive species with such
an expansive, international
range,” Steve Spangle, the
agency’s field supervisor in
Arizona, said in a statement.

Federal officials acknowledged
it could take at least a half-cen-
tury for jaguars to have viable,
self-sustained populations in
some areas of their historic
range.

Earlier this month, an image
captured in a southern Arizona
mountain range shows what is
believed to be the second wild
jaguar spotted in the U.S. in
recent years. A preliminary
analysis suggested the cat was
new to the area and not “El Jefe,”
a jaguar captured on video in a
nearby mountain range last year.

Until now, El Jefe (the Boss in
Spanish) was believed to be the
only jaguar in the U.S., although
he has not been seen in over a
year.

Since 1996, as many as seven
jaguars have been documented
in southern Arizona and south-
western New Mexico. Federal offi-
cials say these jaguars are
believed to be coming from a
breeding population centered
about 130 miles south of the U.S.
border in the Mexican state of

Sonora.
Arizona, New Mexico and other

parts of the southwestern U.S.
were home to jaguars before
habitat loss and predator control
programs aimed at protecting
livestock eliminated them over
the last 150 years.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in 2014 set aside nearly
1,200 square miles along the
border as habitat essential for
the conservation of the jaguar.

That spurred a lawsuit by the
New Mexico Farm and Livestock
Bureau, New Mexico Cattle
Growers’ Association and New
Mexico Federal Lands Council.
The groups representing ranch-
ers and agricultural interests
argued the decision was unlaw-
ful, arbitrary and capricious.
That suit is ongoing.

It was another lawsuit by the
Center for Biological Diversity
and Defenders of Wildlife, which
have been pushing for jaguar
protections, that resulted in the
drafting of the recovery plan. The
groups criticized the plan
unveiled Monday as not doing
enough.

“The draft plan rules out
translocating jaguars into the
U.S. and the area allotted for
recovery is much too small, cov-
ering only a fraction of the big
cat’s historic range. This one-two
punch makes jaguar recovery in
the U.S. unlikely,” said Rob
Peters, a biologist with Defenders
of Wildlife.

Michael Robinson with the
Center for Biological Diversity
suggested the proposal was more
of an extinction plan for the cats
because it aimed “too low to
make a difference in saving the
jaguar.”

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service said it would continue to
promote recovery throughout the
range but that the draft focuses
on northern Mexico and the
American Southwest because
that is where the agency has the
most jurisdiction and has exist-
ing relationships with state and
Mexican agencies, conservation
groups, universities and others.

Mexico is already implement-
ing its own jaguar recovery plan,
and U.S. officials say they plan to
coordinate efforts.

Fort Huachuca via AP, File

THis Dec. 1 File still image from video provided by Fort
Huachuca shows a wild jaguar in southern Arizona. A team of wildlife
officials in the United States and Mexico on Monday released details
of a proposed recovery plan for the endangered jaguar, prompting
criticism from environmental groups who say more needs to be done
to restore a breeding population of the elusive cats north of the bor-
der. 

Cambodia seizes ivory, cheetah 
bones shipped from Mozambique

WINCHESTER, Va. (AP) — Two
juvenile big cats have been stolen
from a private zoo in Virginia.

The Frederick County Sheriff’s
Office says two Siberian lynx were
taken from their secured kennel
at Wilson’s Wild Animal Park in
Winchester.

The owner of the zoo reported
that the animals were taken
sometime between Monday
evening and Tuesday afternoon.

The lynx are 10 months old and
worth about $4,000 each.

2 Siberian lynx 
stolen from zoo Reuse the News

Recycle this newspaper

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Federal
authorities have announced the
establishment of a 7,000-square-
mile watershed conservation area
in three states that includes major
migration corridors for birds and
mammals.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service on Thursday gave notice
that it has established the Bear
River Watershed Conservation
Area in Idaho, Utah and
Wyoming. Its creation is part of a
plan to protect wildlife habitat by
buying perpetual conservation

easements from willing private
landowners.

The agency says it has identified
some 1,400 square miles of poten-
tial easements on priority habitat
that connects the northern and
southern Rocky Mountains

The conservation area includes
national wildlife refuges in each
state and the 500-mile Bear River.

Officials say the area supports
native fish, more than 200 species
of birds and links migratory
routes for elk, pronghorn and
other mammals.

Area to help wildlife migration



Bradley Healthcare & Rehab
Center was named a Certified
VOHRA Wound Center of
Excellence earlier in December. 

BHRC is one of only four cer-
tified facilities in Tennessee,
with the others being in
Carthage, Lebanon and South
Pittsburg.

“Considering that there are
only three other recipients of
this award in the state of
Tennessee, I am extremely
proud of the team at Bradley
Healthcare and Rehabilitation
Center,” Oliver stated. 

“Excellent wound care
involves each and every depart-
ment working closely to achieve
the highest level of healthcare.”

According to the website, the
VOHRA Wound Center of
Excellence Program was estab-
lished to “identify and highlight
facilities that have developed a
superior wound management
program.”

To be considered for this dis-
tinction, a facility must have
VOHRA Wound Certified
nurse(s), weekly bedside wound
rounds with a VOHRA
Physician, less than one percent
hospitalization rate related to
wounds and regular care plan
and quality and process
improvement, or QAPI, meet-
ings.

By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Staff Writer

The holiday season has been in
full swing for weeks at Bradley
Healthcare & Rehab Center,
which has included one solid
week of nightly Christmas parties
for all of the residents.

“I’ve been here 16 years. We’ve
done this every year that I’ve
been here and it seems to have
been [ongoing in] the years before
that as well,” stated Janice Allen,
BHRC’s director of activities. “It’s
a good tradition and we won’t
stop it.”

The dining room was trans-
formed into a Christmas wonder-
land, with lights, a decked-out
fireplace, window decorations
and overall Christmas cheer.

“As far as the decorating time
and getting the facility ready, you
usually spend two weeks. For
one solid week we go at it and
don’t stop until it’s done,” Allen
said.

The Christmas dinner is for all
of the residents and their fami-

lies, and due to the sheer amount
of people, is broken up into five
nights of merriment. On average,
BHRC hosts around 350 people
during the week’s festivities. This
year, it was estimated that the
attendance number was closer to
500.

“The holidays are such a won-
derful time at Bradley
Healthcare,” Administrator Scott
Oliver said. “The parties give us
the opportunity to come together
from all over into one huge family
and celebrate the real reason why
we celebrate the season.”

Festive treats and punch were
served and all those present were
treated to the musical stylings of
Joel Brothers, who was posted
near the fireplace.

Santa and Mrs. Claus made
special visits to BHRC that week-
end, and were on hand as pres-
ents were handed out to the resi-
dents.

“The girls start right after
Thanksgiving. We make contact
with all of the (residents’) families
and then make contact with the

entities outside of this building
that ‘adopt’ families and help us
out with gifts for those who are
not able to do so. They are so gra-
cious to bring those back to us —
Cleveland State is a big one, as
well as some local churches,”
Allen detailed.

“If the family members are
bringing gifts, then they know
what their loved ones like. If it’s
an outside entity, like a church,
we usually tell them what the
likes and sizes are.”

Popular items for the residents
include non-skid socks, gloves,
knitted caps, scarves, adult color-
ing books, crossword puzzle
books, clings to go on the win-
dows and bird feeders to go on the
outside of their windows.

Despite all the hard work that
goes in to ensure that the resi-
dents and their families have an
excellent time at the Christmas
parties, the staff at BHRC
wouldn’t change a single thing.

“Just seeing their faces light up
makes it worth it,” Allen declared.
“We get paid in hugs and kisses.”
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STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST
                                                                 YTD
Name          Div Yld   PE   Last Chg %Chg

                                                                 YTD
Name          Div Yld   PE   Last Chg %Chg

AT&T Inc     1.96    4.6   17    42.73    +.01    +24.2
AMD               ...      ...     ...     11.58     -.02  +303.5
BB&T Cp    1.20    2.5   17    47.54    +.23    +25.7
BkofAm         .30    1.3   18    22.60    +.06    +34.3
BonanzaCE    ...      ...     ...        .85   -1.11     -83.9
ChesEng         ...      ...     ...      7.44    +.10    +65.3
CocaCola    1.40    3.4   25    41.60    +.05       -3.2
CmtyHlt           ...      ...     ...      5.77    +.30     -73.6
CSVInvNG      ...      ...     ...      3.25     -.36     -74.0
DrGMBll s       ...      ...     ...      4.30    +.16          ...
DxGBull s       ...      ...     ...      6.24    +.26          ...
DukeEngy   3.42    4.4   16    77.62     -.15      +8.7
Eaton          2.28    3.3   16    68.26    +.19    +31.2
EnteroM rs      ...      ...     ...        .05     -.00     -97.6
FstHorizon    .28    1.4   23    20.48    +.09    +41.0
Globalstar       ...      ...    17      1.84    +.03    +27.8
HomeDp     2.76    2.0   22  135.05     -.38      +2.1
iShEMkts      .84    2.5    ...    34.28    +.20      +6.5
iShR2K       1.77    1.3    ...  136.04    +.72    +20.8
Kroger s        .48    1.4   16    35.08    +.10     -16.1
Lowes         1.40    1.9   19    72.30     -.71       -4.9

MicronT          ...      ...     ...    23.26    +.07    +64.3
NorflkSo      2.36    2.2   20  109.28    +.50    +29.2
Nvidia           .56      .5   67  109.78  +2.67  +233.1
Olin               .80    3.1   37    26.21    +.54    +51.9
PaneraBrd      ...      ...    35  209.60   -1.12      +7.6
Petrobras        ...      ...     ...     10.11    +.23  +135.1
RegionsFn    .26    1.8   19    14.56    +.01    +51.7
S&P500ETF4.13   1.8    ...  225.71    +.33    +10.7
Scotts         2.00    2.1   25    95.99    +.16    +48.8
SouthnCo   2.24    4.5   16    49.33     -.03      +5.4
SPDR Fncl    .46    2.0    ...    23.58    +.04    +21.9
SunTrst       1.04    1.9   16    56.17    +.02    +31.1
SynrgyPh        ...      ...     ...      5.77  +1.03      +1.8
Target         2.40    3.3   13    73.50     -.24      +1.2
Twitter             ...      ...     ...    16.50    +.09     -28.7
UtdCmBks    .32    1.1   21    29.47    +.06    +51.2
US NGas        ...      ...     ...      9.18    +.30      +5.9
Vale SA         .29    3.8    ...      7.71     -.08  +134.3
VanEGold     .12      .6    ...    19.34    +.27    +41.0
WalMart      2.00    2.9   15    69.54     -.05    +13.4
Whrlpl         4.00    2.2   13  181.95    +.94    +23.9

DAILY DOW JONES

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-listing standards.
lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock has undergone a reverse stock split of at
least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 per-
cent within the last year. un = Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt =
Warrants.  Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred sales charge,
or redemption fee.    f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA = not available. p = previous day’s
net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund paid a distribution during the week.
Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)
Name      Vol (00s)   Last    Chg
BkofAm         373275   22.60    +.06
AMD             317166    11.58     -.02
SynrgyPh      315463     5.77  +1.03
MicronT        273685   23.26    +.07
ChesEng      270881     7.44    +.10
Globalstar     251027     1.84    +.03
Vale SA        199258     7.71     -.08
Twitter           177495   16.50    +.09
Petrobras      165128    10.11    +.23
Nvidia           160064 109.78  +2.67

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)
Name           Last   Chg  %Chg
StrgbrBio n    2.50    -1.10    -30.6
FulgentG n  10.35    -1.44    -12.2
P&F Inds       7.31      -.99    -11.9
PowerSolu lf  9.58    -1.30    -11.9
PhotMdx rs    2.55      -.31    -10.8
GNC            10.84    -1.30    -10.7
Pavmed n      7.00      -.75      -9.7
DonegalB    16.90    -1.60      -8.6
NthnO&G      2.75      -.25      -8.3
OptimB rs      3.94      -.35      -8.2

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)
Name           Last   Chg  %Chg
PortolaPh    25.06   +6.33   +33.8
DipexiumP    2.00     +.40   +25.0
SynrgyPh      5.77   +1.03   +21.7
GTY Tch n   12.00   +2.00   +20.0
PetroArg        6.48   +1.02   +18.7
ChiCBlood     6.34     +.99   +18.5
ConatusPh    4.43     +.66   +17.5
BioAmber      4.89     +.66   +15.6
ImprimisP      2.82     +.37   +15.1
RaveRest      2.21     +.28   +14.5
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CURRENCIES

Australia                          1.3945                1.3875
Britain                              1.2276                1.2283
Canada                           1.3547                1.3492
Euro                                  .9568                  .9585
Japan                              117.26                 117.60
Mexico                          20.6486              20.7680
Switzerlnd                       1.0276                1.0258

                                           Day Ago                Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All others
show dollar in foreign currency.

 19,987.63    15,450.56    Dow Industrials                    19,933.81      +14.93       +.07    +14.40     +13.57
   9,490.29      6,403.31    Dow Transportation               9,190.64      +31.00       +.34    +22.40     +20.57
      723.83         563.91    Dow Utilities                              660.81          +.29       +.04    +14.36     +13.73
 11,256.07      8,937.99    NYSE Composite                 11,128.81      +14.67       +.13      +9.71       +8.48
   5,489.47      4,209.76    Nasdaq Composite                5,462.69      +15.27       +.28      +9.09       +8.20
   1,007.01         809.96    S&P 100                                1,002.52          +.61       +.06      +9.99       +9.11
   2,277.53      1,810.10    S&P 500                                2,263.79        +2.83       +.13    +10.76       +9.84
   1,698.70      1,215.14    S&P MidCap                          1,673.55        +4.03       +.24    +19.66     +18.18
 23,802.01    18,462.43    Wilshire 5000                      23,671.85      +43.55       +.18    +11.83     +10.85
   1,392.71         943.09    Russell 2000                         1,371.51        +8.85       +.65    +20.74     +18.77

STOCK MARKET INDEXES

American Funds AmBalA  m             MA    54,793     24.94   +1.7      +8.5/B    +10.9/A      5.75         250
American Funds CapIncBuA  x         IH      67,745     57.62   +2.4      +5.9/B      +7.3/A      5.75         250
American Funds CpWldGrIA  m       WS    50,454     43.83   +2.1      +5.3/C    +10.0/B      5.75         250
American Funds FnInvA  m              LB     47,027     55.04   +2.4    +12.7/A    +14.5/B      5.75         250
American Funds GrthAmA  m           LG     74,611     42.52   +1.5      +9.0/A    +15.2/A      5.75         250
American Funds IncAmerA  m          AL     73,289     21.74   +2.3    +10.2/A      +9.4/B      5.75         250
American Funds InvCoAmA  m        LB     58,198     36.55   +2.3    +14.3/A    +14.3/B      5.75         250
American Funds NewPerspA  m       WS    35,168     35.46   +1.1      +1.6/D     +11.2/A      5.75         250
American Funds WAMutInvA  m       LV      52,450     41.38   +3.1    +13.5/C    +13.5/C      5.75         250
Dodge & Cox Income                        CI      46,289     13.53   +0.3      +5.2/A      +3.8/A        NL      2,500
Dodge & Cox IntlStk                         FB     54,169     37.98   +2.8      +6.3/A      +8.0/A        NL      2,500
Dodge & Cox Stock                          LV      61,149   186.92   +3.4    +21.9/A    +17.2/A        NL      2,500
Fidelity 500IdxPr                               LB     59,301     79.20   +2.9    +12.1/B    +14.7/A        NL    10,000
Fidelity Contra                                   LG     74,245     99.80   +1.1      +4.1/C    +13.7/B        NL      2,500
Fidelity ContraK                                LG     29,961     99.72   +1.1      +4.2/C    +13.8/B        NL             0
FrankTemp-Franklin IncomeA  m      CA     45,222       2.31   +3.6    +15.7/A      +7.8/A      4.25      1,000
Harbor IntlInstl                                   FB     32,098     58.21   +1.2       -1.2/C      +4.9/D        NL    50,000
T Rowe Price GrowStk                     LG     36,280     53.76     0.0          +2.7        +15.4        NL      2,500
Vanguard 500Adml                           LB   177,067   208.81   +2.9    +12.1/B    +14.7/A        NL    10,000
Vanguard DivGr  x                             LB     30,721     23.62   +2.0      +7.4/E    +12.5/D        NL      3,000
Vanguard HltCrAdml  x                     SH     33,963     78.30    -0.6       -8.7/B    +16.9/C        NL    50,000
Vanguard IntlStkIdxAdm                   FB     44,652     24.46   +1.7      +2.8/A      +5.3/D        NL    10,000
Vanguard MuIntAdml                        MI      46,406     13.86   +0.1         0.0/B      +2.9/B        NL    50,000
Vanguard PrmcpAdml  x                   LG     40,121   110.28   +2.4     +11.4/A    +17.0/A        NL    50,000
Vanguard STGradeAd  x                   CS     37,861     10.61    -0.1      +2.6/B      +2.3/A        NL    50,000
Vanguard TgtRe2025                        TG     31,785     16.79   +1.4      +6.7/B      +8.8/B        NL      1,000
Vanguard TotBdAdml                        CI      72,384     10.59    -0.4      +1.9/D      +2.2/D        NL    10,000
Vanguard TotIntl                                FB     87,682     14.62   +1.7      +2.7/A      +5.2/D        NL      3,000
Vanguard TotStIAdm                         LB   147,724     56.67   +2.7    +12.7/A    +14.7/A        NL    10,000
Vanguard TotStIdx                             LB   103,830     56.66   +2.7    +12.6/A    +14.6/A        NL      3,000
Vanguard WellsIAdm  x                     CA     35,240     61.67   +1.4      +7.6/B      +7.5/A        NL    50,000
Vanguard WelltnAdm  x                    MA    74,004     67.76   +2.8    +10.7/A    +10.7/A        NL    50,000
Vanguard WndsIIAdm  x                   LV      32,328     63.02   +2.9    +13.2/D    +13.4/C        NL    50,000

Total Assets Total Return/Rank          Pct     Min Init
Name                                           Obj ($Mlns) NAV 4-wk 12-mo 5-year Load       Invt

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, CS -Short-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend,  IB -World Bond,
IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate Allocation, MB -Mid-Cap Blend,
MI -Muni National Intermediate, SH -Health, TE -Target Date 2016-2020, TG -Target Date 2021-2025,WS -World Stock, Total
Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same objective: A is in top 20%,
E in bottom 20%. Min Init Invt: Minimum $ needed to invest in fund. Source: Morningstar. 

               52-Week                                                                              Net                         YTD       12-mo
         High          Low       Name                                     Last          Chg       %Chg     %Chg      %Chg

MONEY RATES

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
   5-year
   10-year
   30-year
Gold (troy oz.,NY Merc spot)
Silver (troy oz., NY Merc spot)

                          3.75          3.75
                          1.25          1.25
                      .50-.75      .50-.75
                          2.03          2.07
                          2.54          2.60
                          3.12          3.18
                  $1131.90  $1135.30
                    $15.704    $16.153

Last Pvs Wk

MUTUAL FUNDS

Contributed photo

BRADLEY HEALTHCARE & REHAB CENTER was recently rec-
ognized for its Vohra wound care certified nurses. From left are
Director of Nursing Sandra Lingo, Lynzi Lanier, Lori Baker, Assistant
Director of Nursing Tammy Ledford and Administrator Scott Oliver.

Banner photo, SARALYN NORKUS

BRADLEY HEALTHCARE & REHAB CENTER residents enjoyed live music by Joel Brothers during
their Christmas party.

Banner photo, SARALYN NORKUS

ELAINE CLARK ENJOYS a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus during the BHRC resident Christmas
party.

Bradley Healthcare & Rehab Center
turned into Christmas wonderland

BHRC named a certified wound center

Pence hands out pay raises, awards before leaving office
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — On his

way out of office, Indiana Gov.
Mike Pence approved pay raises
for state employees while giving
one of the state’s highest awards
to more than a dozen of his polit-
ical allies and staff.

Pence, now the vice president-
elect, said Indiana “would not be
a state that works” without ded-
icated government workers, to
whom he is giving raises that
range between 2 and 4 percent.
The raises will cost $31 million
over the next year, though they
amount to a smaller pay bump
than what Pence gave out in

2015, The Indianapolis Star
reported.

Meanwhile, Pence has awarded
a bevy of Sagamore of the Wabash
awards in recent days to
Republican legislators, state
office holders and staffers, as well
as Indiana’s outgoing Republican
Party Chairman Jeff Cardwell,
who is a former Pence staffer. The
award was at one time the highest
public service honor in Indiana.

State offices were closed for the
Christmas holiday on Friday and
Pence spokesman Matt Lloyd said
a list of everyone Pence gave the
award to in recent weeks was not

readily available.
In one recent photo obtained

by The Associated Press, Pence
is posing in the governor’s office
with eight members of his staff
who are clutching their awards.
The staffers include longtime
aides Lani Czarniecki and Chris
Crabtree, as well as his personal
assistant and “body man” Zach
Bauer.

Pence’s mass issuance of the
awards was mocked by some
Indiana Republicans on social
media as excessive, but former
Pence spokesman Robert Vane
said it was appropriate to give the

award to his staff.
“It is completely within Gov.

Pence’s character to recognize the
staffers who put in 70 hours a
week in their service to Hoosiers
and his office,” said Vane. “The
easiest thing in the world is to
give Sagamores to businessmen
and large donors, but it’s typical
of the vice president-elect to
award them to the people who
work hard for him every day.”

Indiana governors are free to
develop their own criteria for
handing out the award, which
was created during the term of
Gov. Ralph Gates in the 1940s.

While some have generously
handed them out, Pence’s prede-
cessor, Republican Gov. Mitch
Daniels, sharply curtailed the
number issued during his eight-
year tenure. Pence issued looser
rules for giving the award when
he took office in 2013, allowing
each of the state’s 150 lawmakers
to nominate two people for the
Sagamore award every year.

The award used to be the high-
est public service honor in the
state until Daniels revived
Indiana’s Sachem award, which
is issued to one person a year.

Republican Secretary of State

Connie Lawson was one of the
office holders given the Sagamore
award this week. During the elec-
tion won by President-elect
Donald Trump and Pence,
Lawson was a driving force
behind an investigation into voter
registration irregularities and
repeatedly raised fears that wide-
spread voter fraud could be
occurring. After Trump and Pence
were elected, Lawson said the
election process “worked.”

Pence, who leaves office on
Jan. 9, said the pay raises were a
just reward for hardworking state
employees.
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thE BradlEy county rEpuBlicans had a merry Christmas Party on Dec. 17 at the Cleveland Country Club.  The guest speaker
was Congressman Chuck Fleischmann.  Fleischmann was introduced by State Rep. Kevin Brooks, photo at right.  

thE ExEcutivE Board of the Republican Women includes, from left, Jane Rumbauch, vice pres-
ident; Retha Harris, assistant secretary; Emily Nekhela; Lita Esquinance, 3B vice president; Tinnelle
Watson, president; Lynn Beidl, treasurer; and Peggy Meyer, historian.

From lEFt arE State Sen. Mike Bell, Sylvia Gardenhire and State Sen. Todd Gardenhire. In back-
ground is D.A. Steve Crump.

BartlEE norton shakes hands with Congressman Chuck
Fleischmann.

Eric Watson lEd the elected officials in the singing of Christmas carols. From left are  state Sen.
Todd Gardenhire, District Attorney General Steve Crump, Judge Dan Swafford, Gala Miller, Judge
Sheridan Randolph, Judge Andrew Frieberg, County Court Clerk Donna Simpson and County
Commissioner Milan Blake, Constable Jason Corum and state Sen. Mike Bell.  

Holiday splurging not an option 
for many workers scraping by

ELIZABETH, N.J. (AP) — At the
brightly lit mall, clothing stores
highlight holiday sweaters and
big signs tout the sales, while
Duquan Allen keeps his expecta-
tions in check.

Allen, who works full-time
cleaning planes at Newark
Airport, says his mother doesn’t
expect anything big, and he usu-
ally gets a hooded sweatshirt. He
plans to spend about $150 on
presents for his grandmother,
mother and 21-year-old sister.

“I’m good at budgeting,” says
Allen, who makes $10.10 an
hour.

Heading into this holiday sea-
son, with gas and food costs
down, unemployment at its low-
est point since 2007 and clothing
prices on the decline, economists
and retail executives declared it a
great time to be a consumer. But
seven years into the recovery,
there’s a stubborn divide that
hourly workers see more starkly
during the holidays, between
themselves and better-off con-
sumers who have benefited more
as the economy improved.

“I see people traveling. I wish I
could afford it,” said Allen.

Many workers are indeed earn-
ing more. Average hourly earn-
ings have picked up 2.5 percent
over the past year, and major
retailers have raised wages as
competition for workers has
increased.

Thanksgiving weekend fea-
tured crowds of shoppers at
stores and malls, snapping up
new TVs and clothing. Luxury
stores have promoted “feel-good”
gifts like $1,000 silk pajamas.
Americans spent $3.45 billion
online on Cyber Monday, accord-

ing to Adobe Digital Insights, and
nearly that much on Black
Friday, the day after
Thanksgiving. The National
Retail Federation trade group
expects holiday sales for the
November and December period
to rise 3.6 percent to $655.8 bil-
lion.

From the data, people seem
very able to buy. Overall, people
plan to spend about $935 per
person this holiday season,
according to an NRF survey.
Behind that figure, though,
there’s a split.

Consumers with income under
$50,000 plan to spend a little
over $362 on gifts for their family
and friends, while for those with
income of $50,000 and higher,
that number is about $768.
Throwing in decorations, greeting
cards, flowers and food, the dif-
ference is even larger — around
$512, compared to about $1,020.
That divide also hasn’t budged
since the recession.

“The U.S. economy is not cre-
ating high-wage jobs for lower-
and middle-income consumers,”
said Ken Perkins, president of
research firm Retail Metrics LLC.
“This is making it extremely diffi-
cult for lower-income consumers
to make a living. There’s really
not a lot left for Santa Claus.”

About half of American work-
ers have seen their share of over-
all income growth shrink since
1980, according to a recent study
by economists Thomas Piketty,
Emmanuel Saez and Gabriel
Zucman. In 1980, the top 1 per-
cent of adults earned on average
27 times more than the bottom
50 percent adults; now, they
earn 81 times more.

Workers at Wal-Mart Stores
Inc., the nation’s largest private
employer, now earn an average of
$13.38 an hour, while the aver-
age hourly pay for cashiers and
low-level retail sales staff across
the industry is $9.26, according
to a Hay Group survey. But some
groups say hourly employees
across the board still don’t make
enough to live on. Their fight will
face hurdles with President-elect
Donald Trump’s pick for labor
secretary: fast-food CEO Andrew
Puzder, who has been critical of
minimum wage increases.

“It’s a scary-looking adminis-
tration,” said Scott Courtney,
executive vice president of the
Service Employees International
Union. But he said the “Fight for
$15” campaign that began with
retail and restaurant workers is
not giving up. “You are going to
see a lot more opposition and a
lot more people taking part.”

Besides the hourly wage, some
workers say an issue is they can’t
get enough hours. The share of
people working part-time
because that’s all they can get
remains at recessionary low lev-
els, according to research by
Penn State professor and the
University of Illinois’ Project for
Middle Class Renewal senior
research analyst Lonnie Golden,
published by the Economic
Policy Institute. That level is
nearly 45 percent higher than it
was in 2008, fueled by a few
industries like the retail sector.

Maria Coates, 20, of Elizabeth,
New Jersey, works about 35
hours a week at a mall-based
clothing store, but would like
more hours to make more
money.
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Banner photo, allEn minCEy

thE oCoEE oB/gyn office was the recipient of the Keep America Beautiful Business Beautification
Award. From left front are Shari Horton, Ron Braam, Victoria Armstrong, Joanne Maskew, Amelia
Headrick, Katie Howell, Myra Therber, Priscilla Stampe, Dayna Bitzel, Jessie Taylor and Ivette McCollum.
In back are Amy Simonds, Betty Palmer, Linda Foster CNM, Ashley Toomey, Kim Fullam, Michelle Davis
PA-C, Mitzi Foster, Dr. Brenda Snowman M.D., Jennie Johnson, Joyce Johnson and W.W. Johnson.

Rogers to focus on real estate
Special to the Banner

After 15 years in the Corporate
Accounting world, Michael
Rogers is retiring to manage his
real estate investment portfolio,
Chandler Properties (chandler-
property.com). Rogers is a
Certified Public Accountant who
started out at a regional CPA
firm, then worked at two
Chattanooga insurance compa-
nies, most recently BlueCross
BlueShield of Tennessee in
Internal Audit.  

“I’ve enjoyed my time at
BlueCross and it’s been a great
employer to me these past five
years. I’ve just always had a
strong entrepreneurial passion
and working as an entrepreneur
has been a goal of mine since col-
lege” Rogers said.  

Rogers explained that while
working a full-time corporate job
over the past 15 years he was
also purchasing, remodeling and
managing rental properties as a
side job. This demanded long
hours with 60 to 70-hour work
weeks being common.  

“There were some sacrifices,
but it’s been worth it. My family
has focused on living below our
means, avoided non-income pro-
ducing debt (cars, vacations,
toys), and making good invest-
ment choices. This combination

has kept me from getting stuck
in a job where I had to work to
pay for past debts,” Rogers said      

The Chandler Properties port-
folio currently owns and man-
ages houses, multifamily, com-
mercial, and self storage in the
Cleveland and Chattanooga mar-

kets. Rogers
plans to man-
age the daily
operations of
the business
from their
r e c e n t l y
acquired office
at 1310 South
Lee Highway
and do more

housing flips in
the coming year.  

The South Lee office location is
both the leasing office for
Chandler Properties and includes
office space for rent. Options
range from a single 11’x11’ office
space for $250 per month to a
1500 sq. foot office building.
Rogers is genuinely excited about
offering the co-working office
spaces. A freelance worker, entre-
preneur, or someone that is just
tired of working out of their home
office can rent one of the month-
to-month offices for a low rate
and be ready to go with very little
commitment. The all-inclusive
format provides internet, utilities

and rent all-in-one. While the co-
working, model is popular in big-
ger cities, he’d like to see it catch
on more in towns like Cleveland.

Rogers credits his success to
two primary factors; his parents
and Warren Buffett’s investing
philosophy. His parents provided
a loving home life, opportunities
to play junior golf from a young
age, as well as helped in the stor-
age business.  

“My mom and dad have defi-
nitely been a big help and I
couldn’t be where I am now with-
out all the sacrifices they’ve
made for me over the years”
Rogers commented.

About 10 years ago, Rogers
discovered a book about Warren
Buffett that explained Buffett’s
investing style; value investing.

“It was a moment of complete
clarity for me. I always had an
interest in business and invest-
ing, but I didn’t have a model or
paradigm that explained how
markets and businesses operat-
ed. Buffett’s teachings were sim-
ple and rational. It made an
immediate impact on how I
invested in real estate and has
been a huge contributor to my
investing success.”  

For more information about
Rogers and Chandler Properties,
visit www.chandler-property.com
or call 423-614-0069.

Dave’s take on layaway programs
Dear Dave,
How do you feel about using

layaway programs?
— Jay

Dear Jay,
I’m not a huge fan of layaway

plans, because they’re not really
the solution to a problem. What’s
wrong with just saving up and
buying stuff when you have the
cash? I mean, Christmas comes
at the same time every year, you
know? It’s not like it snuck up on
you.

I know there are rare instances
when particular items are on
sale, and you can take advantage
of it through layaway if you don’t
have the cash at the moment. I
don’t really have a problem with
that kind of thing in rare
instances. But I would not,
under any circumstances, use a
layaway plan that has fees
attached. You might as well bor-
row the money if you’re going
that route.

Here’s a good rule of thumb: if
you don’t have the money, you
can’t afford it. And make sure
you don’t get into the habit of
lusting after things you don’t
own, because that lack of con-
tentment is always tied to people
being broke. Just don’t make
plans like this a way of life, Jay.
If you do, you’re liable to stay
chained to layaway programs
just like you’d be chained to
debt!

— Dave

Credit cards are not an
emergency fund

Dear Dave,
My husband and I are trying to

follow your plan. We’ve paid off
all of our credit cards, but he
still doesn’t want to close the
accounts and cut up the cards.
Instead, he wants to keep them
in a drawer and use them as an
emergency fund. He grew up
really poor, and I think he’s
afraid of being poor again. We
both know that’s not what you
recommend, so what can I do to
convince him to follow your
advice?

— Lynn

Dear Lynn,
I think rather than trying to

convince him, it might be a bet-
ter idea to gently ask questions
and talk things through. You
said he grew up in poverty. What
I’m hearing is that the cards rep-
resent a kind of security blanket
for him. I can understand that.
But if you had $10,000 set aside
for emergencies, you’d have the

security of knowing that a trans-
mission repair on the car or a
new water heater for the house
would only be a minor inconven-
ience — and you wouldn’t have
to go back into debt to make
things right again.

Explain to him that what you’d
like to do is replace the credit
cards with your own money.
You’d also be replacing what
they do with a debit card. Ask
him if there’s a reasonable
amount you two could have in
the bank that would take away
his worry and stress. Talk it out,
agree on the amount, and then
agree that when you’ve saved up
and hit that number, the cards
get cut up and the accounts are
closed.

Just be patient and under-
standing. Above all, make sure
you work together. If he’s recog-
nized the wisdom of getting out
of debt and taking control of
your finances, he’s moving in the
right direction!

— Dave
(Dave Ramsey is CEO of

Ramsey Solutions. He has
authored seven best-selling
books, including The Total
Money Makeover. The Dave
Ramsey Show is heard by more
than 12 million listeners each
week on 575 radio stations and
multiple digital platforms. Follow
Dave on the web at
daveramsey.com and on Twitter
at @DaveRamsey.)

Dave Says

By 
Dave

Ramsey

Rogers

Contributed photo

thE ChandlEr ProPErtiEs leasing office is located at 1310 South Lee Highway and also
includes office spaces for rent.

Andrew Johnson Bank hosts open house
Special to the Banner

Andrew Johnson Bank recent-
ly treated customers and local
business associates to the bank’s
annual Christmas open house.

Guests enjoyed a lavish
Italian-themed lunch, salad and
dessert in the bank lobby.

“Andrew Johnson Bank’s
Christmas open house was a
success this year. I love working
for a company that believes in
giving back to our customers.
Our staff always enjoys serving
lunch to our customers and
business partners,” Bank
Operations Manager Jennifer
Pennell-Aslinger said.

Andrew Johnson Bank Senior
Vice President Mike Thomasson
said, “The open house is a small
way we can give back to the peo-
ple who trust us to serve them. It
also gives us an opportunity to
thank our business partners in
the community.”

Thomasson added, “It’s always
nice to interact with people in an
informal setting like this, espe-
cially this time of year.”

Andrew Johnson Bank is

located at 555 North Ocoee St. It
is a full service bank, offering an
array of deposit and loan services
for both businesses and individ-
uals.

The $330-million bank was
founded more than four decades
ago in Greeneville, Tenn. Besides

Cleveland, the bank has loca-
tions in Greene, Hamblen and
Washington counties.

In August, Andrew Johnson
Bank earned a 5-Star rating from
Bauer Financial, Inc., for the
ninth consecutive quarter. The 5-
Star is Bauer’s highest ranking. 

Contributed photos

Enjoying thE fEstivitiEs recently at Andrew Johnson Bank’s
Christmas open house, from left, are Chuck Martin, bank Assistant
Vice President/Residential Lender Jeff Jones, Tom Johnson, bank
Operations Manager Jennifer Pennell-Aslinger and David Sherlin. 

Contributed photo

at a rECEnt awards banquet, J&S Restaurants, Inc. named their top General Managers
and District Managers. Valerie Lewis of the Soddy Daisy Hardee’s was named Training Manager
of the Year. Brittany Banks of the 25th Street Hardee’s in Cleveland was honored as the General
Manager of the Year and Larry Webb, who is the District Manager for Area 5 (parts of Chattanooga
and North Georgia), was named the District Manager of the Year. President Julia Scoggins and
Director of Operations David Self presented the Star Awards of each individual. From left, are Julia
Scoggins, Brittany Banks, District Manager Charlene Green, and David Self.

Contributed photos

EaCh yEar, studEnts at arnold ElEmEntary sChool participate in a contest to design
Christmas cards for their BEST Partner, Andrew Johnson Bank. Officials from the bank recently recog-
nized the winners. From left, are Mike Thomasson, Andrew Johnson Bank Senior Vice President; Maddie
Hoover (Fourth grade, Mr. Shelton), Anthony Aguilar (Third grade, Mrs. Runyan), Samuil Sukhrobov
(Second grade, Mrs. Akins), Jennifer Pennell-Aslinger, Andrew Johnson Bank Operations Manager.
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Contributed photos

EACh YEAr thE Covenant Hills Home Owners Association holds a Christmas lights competition. The
top three winners were the homes of the Brunson family, first, above; the Crews family, second, center
and the Nowlins family, third, bottom photo. 

Obama didn’t 
ban Christmas 
cards to military

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A
widely shared story claiming
President Barack Obama ordered
a ban on Christmas cards sent to
the military is not true.

The story appeared Dec. 12 on
the website tdtalliance using ban-
ners and logos from Fox News .
The network never aired such a
story.

Obama never issued such an
order, White House spokesman
Carl Woog said Friday.

“This story is not true and
appears to be yet another exam-
ple of so-called fake news,” Woog
said. “The president wishes serv-
ice members celebrating around
the world a Merry Christmas and
thanks them for what they do
every day to defend the United
States.”

The story claims that the White
House said traditional Christmas
greetings will upset Muslims in
host countries and will have to be
returned to the sender. Similar
stories of a Christmas card ban
also surfaced last year.

The White House’s holiday
website includes a link offering
Americans the chance to send
digital messages of thanks to
active-duty military members.

Obama also said during his
end-of-year press conference that
“few embody those values and
ideals like our brave men and
women in uniform and their fam-
ilies. So I just want to close by
wishing all of them a very merry
Christmas and a happy new
year.”

Yes! 3-year-old Arizona
boy celebrates 
adoption in viral pix

PHOENIX (AP) — A 3-year-old
Arizona’s boy celebration of his
adoption is a hit on social media.

Dezhianna “Dae” Brown’s
Twitter post of photos of her
adoptive brother Michael had
over 55,000 retweets and nearly
140,000 likes by Friday morning.

The little boy is now a member
of a family living in Phoenix’s
Peoria suburb.

He gives a fist pump in one
photo taken at court. Another has
him posing with Brown and
another adoptive sister.

Cooper doesn’t support national

boycott of North Carolina
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North

Carolina’s Democratic Gov.-elect
Roy Cooper is opposing the state
NAACP leader’s call for a national
economic boycott to pressure
state lawmakers into overturning
a law limiting LGBT rights and
other actions by Republicans.

Cooper said Friday in a release
he shares others’ frustrations
about Republican policies such
as House Bill 2, but he said the
better way is to bring companies
and people to North Carolina to
“join us in the fight for fairness.”

North Carolina NAACP leader
the Rev. William Barber
announced Thursday his organi-
zation would ask the national
civil rights group to begin a boy-
cott similar to one against South
Carolina when the Confederate
battle flag flew on the Statehouse
grounds.

Barber is also unhappy with
legislation addressing the appel-
late courts and elections and
with redistricting.

Official: Dog tied up to be killed

by train; Lawyer: Not so
GAINESVILLE, Ga. (AP) — A

Georgia animal services official
says a Gainesville man tied a dog
to railroad tracks and left it to be
killed by a train. But the man’s
lawyer says that’s not so.

Hall County Animal Services
director Mike Ledford says
Gerardo Damian-Rosas was
arrested on a felony charge of
aggravated animal cruelty for
what Ledford calls “an egregious
act of cruelty against a defense-
less animal.”

Defense attorney Mike Weaver
told the Gainesville Times on
Tuesday that as he understands
it, Ledford’s account is wrong.

He says he’s still investigating,
but believes “there’s a lot of mis-
understanding.”

Ledford says authorities were
called last month about a dog on
the tracks. He says Damian-
Rosas was arrested Dec. 1 and
released on bond the following
day.

Voters: Keep N. Carolina 2017

remapping, election schedule
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Voters

who sued successfully in striking
down nearly 30 North Carolina
House and Senate districts say
they would suffer greatly if feder-
al judges delayed enforcing their
ruling directing new boundaries
be drawn in March and a fall spe-
cial election in altered districts.

The voters filed a response
Friday to a motion this month
from Republican legislators ask-
ing the court’s redistricting and
election schedule be set aside.
Attorneys for the GOP lawmakers
also announced this week they
would appeal the court’s order to
the U.S. Supreme Court.

The plaintiffs’ attorneys wrote
the lawmakers haven’t offered
enough evidence to show they
would win on appeal to merit a
delay, and that there’s too much
harm to the public to retain dis-
tricts identified as racial gerry-
manders until the next regular
election in 2018.

Gambling halls lose 2 fights

before Alabama Supreme Court
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) —

Gambling halls lost two legal bat-
tles before the Alabama Supreme
Court on Friday, with the justices
ruling the state can keep more
than more than 800 electronic
bingo machines seized from a
west Alabama business.

The unanimous, unsigned
decision involved the
Greenetrack gambling facility,
located in Greene County south-
west of Birmingham.

In a separate decision involv-
ing electronic gambling at anoth-
er business in east Alabama, the
court ruled that three women
who filed suit claiming they were
cheated at Victoryland could
pursue their claims in court.

In the Greenetrack case, the
all-Republican court ruled that
825 machines confiscated from
the business amounted to illegal
slot machines under state law.
They rejected arguments that the
machines were legal under laws
that regulate bingo games, and
they cited a previous ruling
which said it was time to end
court fights over Alabama laws
against electronic gambling
machines.

“All that is left is for the law of
this State to be enforced,” the
decision said.

REGIONAL BRIEFS
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Colorful decorations have become a rite of
passage, a holiday tradition engaged in by
millions. According to
homesafetyexperts.com, “The average
American family typically spends anywhere
between $50 to $300 extra on their electric
bill during the holiday season.” 

Festive lights can be seen all over
Cleveland and across the country as people
display bright lights in all shapes, sizes and
dazzling colors to commemorate the holiday
season. 

At the Wilson-Erwin home, visitors are
greeted at the door by an arrangement of
fruit and pineapple — the symbols of hospi-
tality since colonial times. The house is now
owned by Bob and Nancy Erwin.

“We find joy in decorating a home that was
standing during the Trail of Tears and the
American Civil war,” Nancy Erwin said.
“During the holidays, we have an open door
policy to our family and friends. Sharing the
birth of Christ and the spirit and ambiance of
a home that has stood the test of time is a
pleasure.”

The Erwins said many of their decorations
and traditions have been passed down from
families and new ones have been added. “The
most special,” confides Bob Erwin, “are the
carvings and the paintings our late son pre-
sented to his mom at Christmas.”

“Memories are made of this!” they agreed.
The Erwins said it is hoped that visitors to

their home, upon leaving, will discover they
have taken with them some of the love and
warmth the Wilson-Erwin house so freely
gives. 

Others in Cleveland were asked why they
decorate for Christmas with several surpris-
ing responses. For example, businessman
Gray Epperson said, “The reason we decorate
is because my wife loves it. Also because my
mother had a very artistic side and she loved
to decorate, particularly at Christmastime.

Her home and decorations were always so
beautiful and people would comment on
them. Growing up, my parents, of course,
spoiled me. We always had lots of presents
under the tree and it was so nice. That’s why
we decorate.”

Bob Reffner and his wife, Annette, have
been decorating for the holidays for nearly
four decades now. The couples elaborate dec-
orations include ornamental Christmas trees,
animated toy characters in colorful villages

with moving trains and festive music that
have become a holiday tradition for many
families to tour during the month of
December.

“My grandchildren expect it,” Bob said. “If I
didn't put out these decorations they would be
greatly disappointed. That's why most of these
automated dolls, dogs and cats are here. They
like to come in and play with them and I pretty
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 Merry Christmas

Why many decorate for Christmas

Banner photos, DONNA KAyLOR

NANcy ERWIN has decorated her 19th century home with great pride and care for both
tradition and history. Her festive hallway, at right, and living room, below right, both display
Christmas trees which have been featured in newspapers and magazines over the years.
“We find joy in decorating a home that was standing during the Trail of Tears and the
American Civil war,” said Erwin, who added, “Sharing the birth of Christ and the spirit and
ambiance of a home that has stood the test of time is a pleasure.”  

Banner photos, WILLIAM
WRIGhT

MRs. sANTA
cLAUs has been on
display at the home of
Cleveland’s Kezmond
Pugh for nearly 28
years. Above left, this
decorative reindeer
with sleigh at the
home of Gary and
Natalya Epperson
captures the holiday
spirit while inside their
home, a fireplace with
Santa-style stockings
adds to the holiday
mood.

Banner photo,
WILLIAM WRIGhT

ThIs FRUIT

WREATh on
the front door of
Nancy and Bob
Erwin’s historic
house is a col-
orful display
that is quite
popular during
the holiday sea-
son.

Banner photo, BETTIE MARLOWE

ThIs NATIvITy scENE is at the
home of Melvin and Joyce McGriff,

as seen from Urbane Road. They
have handpainted four of their life-

size cut-out scenes for churches,
homes and in 1963, for Field of the

Wood in Cherokee County, North
Carolina. This is something they

love to do to honor Christ, the
McGriffs say.

See DECORATIONS, Page 30



much just let them go. I enjoy it!”
Kezmond Pugh of Cleveland

said they have had a display of
Mrs. Santa Claus for nearly 28
years now and shared his reason
for decorating for Christmas.

“We decorate because this time
of year, even though it’s about
Jesus is the reason for the sea-
son, you never know what people
are going through,” Pugh said.
“Sometimes a Christmas light can
spark joy or put a smile on some-
one’s face who’s passing by. It
shows that this time of year we
need to be involved, show love and
be in the holiday spirit. My moth-
er, Kimberly Pugh, started this
tradition because he birthday is
Christmas day. I keep it going and
I add to it year after year.” 

When Dave and Deborah
Flower were asked why they enjoy
decorating, Dave said, “I like to
display the holiday spirit” and
Deborah said, “It makes me smile.
And since I’m the ‘Christmas
Lady’ at the Habitat ReStore, I’m
smiling all the time as I’m
involved with Christmas all year
long.”

If you go down Urbane Road,
you will see the life-size Nativity
scene beside the home of Melvin
and Joyce McGriff. Their reason?
“We love the Lord,” Mrs. McGriff
said, “and this is what Christmas
is all about — honoring Christ. A
cross is included in the display,
telling the ultimate purpose of
Christ’s birth. The handpainted
cutouts are constructed of wood
(from blueprints) and finished by
the McGriffs. This is their fourth
set they have made to be used at
homes and churches. The first
was for Fields of the Wood in
1963. 

“We’ve had people tell us how
much they appreciated seeing it
and what a blessing the scene is
to them,” McGriff said. “We just
want to keep Christ in
Christmas,” she added. “We enjoy
it.”

Alice Jones said she loves deco-
rating for Christmas — “it’s
Christmas time and this is part of
the festivities of Christmas.” You
can see her special talent and love
in the tree she has in her
Headquarters Hair Salon. She
said in her growing-up years, her
family always had a Christmas
tree. Number 14 of 16 children,
their celebrations might have
been sparse as far as gifts were
concerned, but “we always had a
tree, though homespun.” She
shared a tradition she began with
her nieces and nephews. She
always made an embroidered
ornament so that every grand-
child would have his or her own
special ornament on the tree.
“When they would come to
“grandmas’ house,” they would
run first to the tree and ask,
“Where’s mine?” Jones said she
always enjoyed the ritual.

Bettie Marlowe remembers
her Christmases when as a little
girl, her mother always made
Christmas beautiful, even with-
out electricity. “We always had a
beautiful decorated tree and
garlands strung over the house
inside. It wasn’t until she was
10 years old, electric bubble
candles took their place on the
tree. And since the whole family
— grandparents, aunts, uncles
and cousins — came to the
Johnson house, it was reward-
ing to enjoy each other and the
homemade gifts piled under the
tree.

After Marlowe married, her
mother kept up the traditional
tree decorating. One year she
bought an entire store display of
a silver metallic tree with orna-
ments, a color wheel, and
wrapped packages. That became
her yearly project to with up as a
way to celebrate Christmas
memories. Outside, her house
was lined with blue lights and
the shrubbery around the house
was clothed with lighted bright
holly and red berries. But the
best part was the beautiful
Nativity set up on top of the
piano. It told the story of what
Christmas was all about.
Everything else just added
splendor to the story of
Christmas. 

Christmas lights have come a
long ways from the days when
only candles adorned many frost-
covered windows on cold winter
nights. The use of decorative
lights during the holiday season is
a longstanding tradition in many
cultures, bringing seasons greet-
ings and holiday cheer to onlook-
ers who find such displays of light
to be breathtaking and part of the
Christmas spirit.

Earl W. Count in his book
“4,000 Years of Christmas” noted,
“The bright fires, the giving of
presents, the merrymaking, the
feasting, the processions with
their lights and song — all these
and more began (in Mesopotamia)
three centuries before Christ was
born.”

Ancient Northern people
reportedly feared the darkness of
December, so part of their magi-
cal rite was to decorate their
homes with holly, mistletoe and
evergreens because they seemed
to have a supernatural resist-
ance to winter. Candles and bon-
fires were burned in an effort to
help revive the sun. To many
primitive people this seemed to
work. In time these superstitions
became traditions. It is for this
reason that some do not decorate
with trees or lights to honor
Jesus’ birth.

In his book, “The Story of
Christmas” Michael Harrison
concluded that “It was apparently
the fusion of two old customs;
lights with evergreens, which
gave us our modern Christmas
tree.” Other celebrations using
lights also took place in
December. For example, many
Jewish families burn candles as
part of the eight-day Festival of
Lights commemorating the reded-
ication of the Holy Temple by the
Maccabees after their victory over
the Syrians. In was in the 19th
century, however, when a new
light — the electric light — would
take religious celebrations, espe-
cially Christmas, to a whole new
level of colorful excitement and
wonder. 

In 1882, Edward Johnson, an
associate of Thomas Edison, lit
the first Christmas tree by the use
of electricity with 80 small electric
light bulbs. He also created the
first string of electric Christmas
lights that were then mass pro-
duced. By 1900, department
stores started using the new
Christmas lights for their holiday
displays. 

By the 1920s General Electric
had improved upon the invention.
Today, colorful decorations have
become a rite of passage, a holi-
day tradition. Festive lights can be
seen all over Bradley County and
across the country as people dis-
play attractive lights in all shapes
and dazzling colors to commemo-
rate the holiday season. Despite
their origin or the expenses asso-
ciated with electricity, Christmas
lights are as popular as ever and
will ring in another season of
bright holiday wishes.
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 To You and Yours, Merry Christmas

 Isbillfloral.com
 423-790-1711

 Washington Avenue
 Baptist Church

 1720 Perry Street

 10:45 AM  Morning Worship
 6 PM  Evening Worship

 7 PM  Wednesday

  691 Varnell Road • Tunnell Hill, GA •  880000--335566--11225533
 www.hankscarpet.com

 All Major Brands  “For All Your Flooring Needs!” - Installation Available

 Hank’s Carpet wants to 
 wish everyone a Very  

 Merry Christmas From 
 our family to yours.
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HEADquARTERS Hair Salon is the home of a Christmas tree
decorated by owner Alice Jones, who says she just loves to decorate
for Christmas.

Family works
Rob Coombs

ID. Min. Ph.D.

Speaking on love 
What is Christmas? 
Many of us believe that

Christmas is mostly about love. 
But what is love? 
Fearing that I could not come

up with an adequate definition of
love, I decided to go directly to
the authorities, those whose
hearts still remained pure and
untainted. So I traveled to visit a
second-grade classroom and
found many eager authorities on
the subject of love. 

Sam told me, “Love is when
somebody gets together and
marries.” 

Ben said, “Love is a treat to
have.” 

Joey eagerly told me, “Love is
someone you care for.” 

Katherine believed, “Love is
liking someone very special.” 

Lindsey told me, “Love is liking
who you are.” 

Francis said, “Love is yourself,
you give it away.” 

Lance enthusiastically told
me, “Love is Christmas.” 

Daniel told me, “Love is when
you kiss somebody.” 

Brook told me, “Love is kind of
an unexplainable feeling.”

No one has ever really defined
love. I don’t suppose you actually
can. Maybe, as the children I
talked to conveyed, the best way
to define love is by describing
acts of love — which means that
love is better understood as a
verb, rather than a noun. In
other words, love is not so much
what you feel as what you do.

Once you begin to practice the
fine art of love, you will find that
it changes everything about you
— the way you see yourself, the
way you see others. Love, unlike
anything else, transforms your
life. Dr. Seuss (aka Theodor
Geisel) understood this, and tells
a wonderful story of how love can
dramatically change a life. It
doesn’t matter how old you are,
the reading of “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas” should be a
yearly event. Remember the
Grinch who stole Christmas? (If
you don’t, go to the library
today!) 

The Grinch hated Christmas!
The whole Christmas season! No
one knew exactly why. It could
be, we are told, “His head wasn’t
screwed on just right.” 

It could be, perhaps, that “his
shoes were too tight.” 

But Dr. Seuss thought that the
most likely reason of all may
have been that “his heart was
two sizes too small.” (I think he
was probably right about this.
Love demands a pretty big heart.)
So the Grinch with his small
heart got an ugly idea like so
many people with small hearts
do. And like others with small
hearts, he took special delight in
this “wonderful,” awful idea! He
dressed as Santa, with coat and
hat, slid down every chimney in
Whoville (that’s where the little
Whos live) and stole every toy —
tricycles, pop guns, drums,
checkerboards. Stuffed it all in
his bag and away he went. He
even stole the tinsel, trimmings,
and trappings decorating
Whoville. 

What he expected to hear as
the children awoke on Christmas
morning were cries of “boo-hoo,”
but he got a shocking surprise;
all the children down in Whoville
were singing with delight without
any presents at all! 

He was dumbfounded. “How
could it be so? Christmas came
without ribbons! It came without
tags! It came without packages,
boxes or bags! He hadn’t stopped
Christmas from coming. It
came.” 

Then it occurred to the Grinch,
a thought that had not occurred
before ... “That maybe, just
maybe, Christmas doesn’t come
from the store. Maybe
Christmas, perhaps means a lit-
tle bit more.” Maybe Christmas,
he came to understand as he
wiped the tears from his eyes, is
really all about love. 

With that realization, we are
told, the Grinch’s small heart
grew three sizes that day. 

Whatever Christmas may be
for you this season, I hope that
above all it is a season of love.

Banner photos, WILLIAM WRIGHT

THESE HOLIDAY DECORA-
TIONS above were meant to
spark joy or put a smile on some-
one’s face, while this painting by
the late Scott Erwin decorates
the home of his beloved parents
Nancy and Bob Erwin. The paint-
ing  is called “Home Fires
Burning.” 

Decorations
From Page 29
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 In This Blessed Season
 As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we recount our 
 many blessings and your kind friendship is at the top of 
 the list! Merry Christmas to all and many thanks for helping to 
 make this past year a fruitful one for us.

 2538 Keith St
 Colony Square 

 Plaza

 2B ThinnAgain
 NO COUPONS OR SPECIALS NEEDED

 Everyday Low Price Of $50
 Includes Office Visit & 30 Day Supply Of Phentermine

 No appointment needed. Medically supervised PA on staff
 Open: Tue 10-5, Thur 10-5:30 & Sat 10-2

 Located at 1300 25th Street, Suite 7 • 423-479-4389

 Debbie, Kayla & 
 Kerrie are here
 to help motivate 

 you in your
 weight-loss goals

Hints from Heloise

Brian and Elly H. in Henniker, N.H., sent a picture of their
smart French bulldog, Sherman, sporting round glasses and a festive
red bow tie! No, he doesn’t always look as spiffed up as this — he is
holiday-ready!  Sherman competes in obedience competitions, and
he is an intelligent and loving boy.  If you have a funny and furry
friend you’d like to share, email a picture to Heloise@Heloise.com.
You also can mail a photo to Heloise/Pet Pal, P.O. Box 795000, San
Antonio, TX 78279-5000. — Heloise

Show some love to your pets
Dear Readers: This holiday,

stop for a moment and CONSID-
ER YOUR PETS. They have
become such a part of our lives
that they can be overlooked and
not appreciated for the magnifi-
cent creatures they really are.

What are your favorite attrib-
utes of your dog or cat?
Companionship is a big one —
they are always happy to see us
after we’ve had a stressful day at
work, they can tell when we’re
feeling blue, and they will give a
nudge or a head bonk for cheer.

Playing with your dog or cat
can bring out the kid in you, and
walking the dog can relieve stress
and help you break the ice and
meet people.

And ending the day snuggled
on the couch with the dog and
the cat curled up next to you is a
way for all to feel safe, warm and
protected.

Make sure to take a minute to
let your pet know he or she is
loved today and all throughout
the year. — Heloise

Crazy catnip
Dear Readers: Catnip is an

herb, Nepeta cataria, in the mint
family. Catnip and cats go
together like peanut butter and
jelly. Cats are comical when play-
ing with catnip; it can give a cat a
feeling of euphoria, but it’s gen-
erally not harmful. See if your cat

likes it: Pour some in a sock and
tie it off. 

You can purchase catnip at a
discount retailer or pet store.
Clearly label the catnip in a seal-
able container to keep it fresh.
Ask your veterinarian for more
information about catnip! —
Heloise

Chewless Joe
Dear Heloise: My new rescue

dog, Joe, was a chewer. The
couch, the easy chair, the legs of
the table — Joe probably had
been abused and had developed
anxiety issues that he’d release
by chewing.

Here is my easy fix: vinegar.
Lightly misting the objects with
vinegar cured Joe of his chewing.
Now I give him lots of appropriate
things to chew on and lots of
love. — B.K. in Colorado Springs,
Colo.

New toy
Dear Heloise: I took an

empty, crinkly water bottle,
slipped it in an old sock and tied
it off. My Labrador loves the
noise, and the crunchy sound
keeps her happy.

When the bottle doesn’t crin-
kle anymore, it’s time to replace
it. I inspect it often for rips in the
plastic. — Brandon W. in
Southern California

© 2016 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

The library will be closed today and tomorrow in observance
of the Christmas holiday. Happy reading to all. 

Next Sunday, the library will be closed for New Year’s Day.
Happy 2017, Cleveland! 

Check out the Friends of the Library Book Nook for a New
Year’s surprise sale this week. There’ll be surprises around
every corner.

Thursday there will be a computer class on learning the basic
functions and operations of computers. The class meets at 10
a.m. in the Training Center. Call the Non-Fiction Desk to regis-
ter. 

January brings some new computer classes to the library.
Every Monday and Wednesday there will be a two-part Comp
101 class offered from 10 a.m. to noon. While every Tuesday
and Thursday there will be two-part class for the intermediate
computer user from 10 a.m. to noon. Call to register today. 

Tuesday Teen Book Talk meets at 4:30 p.m. Join the teens,
ages 13-17, to discuss “Everything, Everything” by Nicole Yoon.
This month’s selection is the YALSA Teens Top Ten winner of
2016. Join them in the Teen Zone for this last meeting of the
year. 

The Tween Book Chatter will not meet in December.
Later on Tuesday, the Books to Big Screen movie night is

having its last showing and book comparison of the year. Join
in at 6 p.m. to discuss “The Martian” by novelist Andy Weir and
at 6:15 p.m., enjoy the movie adaptation. Popcorn provided. 

Story times are happening all the time at the library. These
programs are a weekly staple in many families’ lives around the
community. Feel free to bring your age appropriate children to
help instill a love of reading in their hearts.

Little ones, 0 through 3, have Baby Bookworms on Thursdays
at 10:30 a.m. and at 1 p.m. (No wiggle worm program this
week.) 

Bring your “young’uns” to enjoy the music and interactive
play offered by these events.

Pre-school aged children can attend on Tuesdays and Fridays
at 10:30 a.m. Families of all ages can enjoy stories on
Saturdays at 2 p.m. at Family Story Time.

All of these groups will have stories read to them and partake
in an activity or craft. 

For more information on the library and its many helpful
resources, visit www.clevelandlibrary.org. 

LIBRARY CORNER

FOLA Book Nook offers a
New Year’s surprise sale

1. “Island of Glass” by Nora Roberts (Berkley)
2. “Double Down: Diary of a Wimpy Kid” by Jeff Kinney (Amulet)
3. “Killing the Rising Sun” by Bill O’Reilly, Martin Dugard (Henry

Holt and Co.)
4. “Tools of Titans” by Tim Ferriss (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
5. “The Undoing Project: A Friendship That Changed Our Minds” by

Michael Lewis (W.W. Norton)
6. “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find them: The Original

Screenplay” by J.K. Rowling (Arthur A. Levine)
7. “Take Heart, My Child,” by Ainsley Earhardt and Kathryn

Cristaldi, art by Jaime Kim (Aladdin)
8. “The Whistler” by John Grisham (Doubleday)
9. “Tom Clancy True Faith and Allegiance” by Mark Greaney (G.P.

Putnam’s Sons)
10. “The Elf on the Shelf: A Christmas Tradition” by Carol

Aebersold, Chanda Bell (CCA and B)
11. “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Parts One and Two” by J.K.

Rowling, Jack Thorne, John Tiffany (Scholastic)
12. “The Magnolia Story” by Chip Gaines and Joanna Gaines

(Thomas Nelson)
13. “Cross the Line” by James Patterson (Little, Brown)
14. “The Girl on the Train” by Paula Hawkins (Riverhead)
15. “Blood Vow” by J.R. Ward (Ballantine)
16. “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance (Harper)
17. “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman (Washington Square

Press)
18. “No Man’s Land” by David Baldacci (Grand Central Publishing)
19. “Dork Diaries: Tales of a Not-So-Friendly Frenemy” by Rachel

Renee Russell (Aladdin)
20. “Born to Run” by Bruce Springsteen (Simon & Schuster)
21. “Night School” by Lee Child (Delacorte)
22. “Jesus Always” by Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
23. “Guiness World Records 2017” by Guiness World Records

(Guiness World Records)
24. “Cooking for Jeffrey” by Ina Garten (Clarkson Potter)
25. “First 100 Words” by Roger Priddy (Priddy Books)
Reporting stores include: Amazon.com, Amazon Kindle, Barnes &

Noble.com, Barnes & Noble Inc., Barnes & Noble e-books,
BooksAMillion.com, Books-A-Million, Bookland and Books & Co.,
Costco, Davis-Kidd Booksellers (Nashville, Memphis), Hudson
Booksellers, Joseph-Beth Booksellers (Lexington, Ky.; Cincinnati,
Charlotte, Cleveland, Pittsburgh), Kobo, Inc., Powell’s Books (Portland,
Ore.), Powells.com, R.J. Julia Booksellers (Madison, Conn.), Schuler
Books & Music (Grand Rapids, Okemos, Eastwood, Alpine, Mich.),
Sony Reader Store, Target, Tattered Cover Book Store (Denver).

For the extended, interactive and searchable version of this list, visit
http://books.usatoday.com/list/index.

USA Today Best Sellers



Students of Westmore Music Academy held
their Christmas recital Dec. 10 in the sanctu-
ary of Westmore Church of God. 

Students performing piano pieces included
Lane Estrada, Brayden Maness, Brant
Anderson, Aiden Jackson, Jacob Page, Lily
Deas, Lillian Rogers, Dr. Andrew Gross,
Sydney Keller, Sophia Keller, Rachel Ross,
Elijah Smith, Mia Viviano, Evie Mazzolini,
Jenna Linam, Josie Linam, Danyel Turbessi,
Mason Sena, Erin Lorenzo, Nolen Samuel,
Gabe Michaels, Georgiana Kapo, Carly
Coleman, Aubrey Ballew, Chanel Abraham,
Brannon Smith, Eli Kasper, Addy Bot and
Hannah Nation. Several duets were per-
formed by Gross and Mrs. Judy Warrington.
These students are from the studios of Rita
Ready and Warrington.

Vocal performances given by students of
Vera Voznyuk were Kayley Mendez singing
“Not that Far From Bethlehem,” Kevin

Mendez performing “Hope was Born This
Night” and Kimi Peltier singing “Noel.” A vio-
lin solo was performed by Oneal McConnell,
accompanied by her instructor, Rebekah

Yang. 
For more information about the academy,

contact Rita Ready, academy director at 599-
9789, or rita_ready@hotmail.com.
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rides

The Historic Fillauer Barn was
the setting for the evening wed-
ding of Lily Johnson and Jeffrey
Millsaps, both of Cleveland, on
Dec. 2, 2016.

The bride is the daughter of
Shane and Susan Johnson of
Cleveland. She is the grand-
daughter of Bob and Faye Nolen
and Ron and Marjorie Johnson,
all of Cleveland. She is a member
of East Cleveland Baptist Church.

The bridegroom is the son of
Robert and Mary Millsaps of
Cleveland. He is the grandson of
Taylor and Virginia Millsaps of
Cleveland and the late Tommy
and Rebecca Evans. 

The wedding ceremony was
officiated by Sgt. Roger Wright.
Nuptial music was provided by
the bride’s uncle, Rob Nolen.

The bride was presented in
marriage by her father. Mariah
Weiss of Cleveland was her maid
of honor. Bridesmaids included
her sister Ashley Lowery, Erika
Hughes and Kimberly Kirtland,
all of Cleveland.

The bride’s niece, Alizay
Lowery, was flower girl.

Brandon McKee of Cleveland
served the bridegroom as best
man. Groomsmen were the bride-

groom’s brother, Brandon
Millsaps, Isaiah Mingie and
Walker Gipson, all of Cleveland.

The reception was given by the
bride’s parents at the Fillauer
Barn. Rebekah Hamby and Emily
Lockman assisted and served.

The couple will reside in
Cleveland. 

John and Betty (Geren) Scott
married on Christmas Day, 1955,
at the Cleveland Evangelistic
Center. Betty’s sister and broth-
er-in-law were conducting a
revival at the center and John
was playing a guitar during the
service. 

When his future bride walked
in, he said it was “love at first
sight,” and he knew immediately
“she was mine ...” 

And there was never anyone
else. “I looked up at him that
night and he smiled at me and it
hit my heart and it’s been there
ever since,” Betty said.

John proposed a few months
later on Nov. 15, at her parents’
home after asking her father for
Betty’s hand in marriage. The
Scotts say they have stuck to
their prenuptial agreement — “No
fussing; No fighting; Help one
another.” 

The anniversary couple loves
to travel and do things together.
Mr. Scott still plays the guitar
and she enjoys her hobby of
painting landscapes. Whatever

way they choose to spend their
time — they spend it together.
“We love living and loving each
other.” 

According to the National
Association of Wedding Ministers,
some 2.4 million weddings are
performed in the United States
with 13 percent taking place in
the winter. Only 11 percent of
winter weddings are Christmas
weddings. 

Scott said he wouldn’t recom-
mend that couples marry on
Christmas. “There’s just too
much going on.”

mr. and mrs. Jeffrey millsaps

Banner bridal 
policy outlined

  —Forms are available at the Banner for wedding and engage-
ment stories. Please type or print information. The Banner is not
responsible for errors due to illegible writing. Errors in content
must be reported within three days of publication. (Article will be
reprinted if  error was the fault of the Banner staff.) A typo is not con-
sidered an error in content.
     —There is no charge for engagement, wedding or party sto-
ries if received by set deadlines. Only two shower or party pho-
tographs will be published.
     —Good quality photographs which are no larger than 5x7 are
preferred. However, quality is more important than size. Photos
should be picked up within 30 days following publication. Pictures
will be returned by mail only if self-addressed, stamped envelope is
provided. The Banner is not responsible for loss or damage to pic-
tures.
     —Banner editors reserve the right to refuse any photograph
which is not, in their opinion, of good quality for reproduction.
     —In order for a wedding story to be published in the Banner,
information and photograph for an engagement or wedding for
Sunday publication must be submitted by Wednesday noon
the week before desired publication date. A charge will be
made for wedding stories not published within 90 days after the
ceremony. Deadlines are firm.
     —Banner editors also reserve the right to edit any informa-
tion provided to conform to the newspaper’s requirements and
Associated Press style.

Millsaps — Johnson

Scotts celebrating
61 years of marriage

Contributed photo

 loCAl businesses
are supported by the
Democratic Women’s
Club with monthly lunch-
eons, left. Shown here at
a Christmas gathering at
Café Roma, 220 N.
Ocoee St., are, from left
seated, Jamie Hargis,
Angela Minor, Bettye
Mitchell and Carolyn
Harris. Standing are Pat
Minor, Sue Taylor, Pam
Edgemon and Gloria
Smiddy.

 Contributed photo

 the demoCrAtiC Women's Club, right,  has supported
the mission of the Harbor Safe House, Family Violence

Program, for four years. Director Angie Benefield said, "We
serve families, children, and adults in ways that improve their
quality of life, and enable them to be more self-sufficient, pro-
ductive members of the community. Besides working to meet

the material needs of our clients, we also offer emergency shel-
ter, crisis counseling, support groups, and court advocacy.

Without the support of organizations like you, we could not con-
tinue to offer these services. Every gift helps our program meet

the needs of multiple clients, and for that we are grateful!" From
left are Angie Benefield, Angela Minor, Jamie Hargis, Carolyn

Harris, Pat Minor and Gloria Smiddy.

Contributed photo

the lAdies bible
study Club had its
Christmas meeting at the
home of group leader and
teacher, Vicki Smith, on
Tuesday. After a program of
Christmas music, prayer and
devotional readings, the
ladies prepared a craft proj-
ect creating starlight lanterns
from pint jars and song
sheets. From left are Missy
Hawkins, Savanna Lofton,
Amy Anders, Bettie Marlowe,
Cindy Anders, Allene Cox,
Smith, Stephanie Cox, Kami
Lofton, Hilda Sutton and
Shanna Weekes. The group
meets each third Tuesday.

CLUB NOTES

Contributed photo

the Femdems book Club, left, read "The Whistler" by
John Grisham this month. January's selection is "News of the
World" by Paulette Jiles. All Democratic Women who love to
read are welcome the first Wednesday of each month at 2
p.m. in the Carmichael Room at the Bradley County-
Cleveland Public Library. From left are Angela Minor, Gloria
Smiddy, Sue Taylor, Carolyn Harris and Pat Minor.

Technology brings grandparents, grandchildren closer together
By A PlAce for MoM

Contributed Article 

With the holiday season upon
us, many families are reuniting to
spend much needed quality time
together and look back on anoth-
er year. But sometimes not every-
body is able to come together, be
it for health, travel or a variety of
other reasons.

Fortunately, the proliferation of
technology and the internet has
made it easier than ever for sen-
iors to keep in touch with their
loved ones. In fact, today’s teens
are communicating with their
grandparents more than they
have in the past thanks to online
communication.

How technology bridges the
generational communication gap:
With society’s increased reliance
on technology, many people fear
we are losing in-person interac-

tions that help us better under-
stand each other. Although
spending quality face time is
important, connecting online via
social media and tools like 

Grandparents and grandchil-
dren connecting, learning
together online: Technology does
more than offer a platform for
connection between generations
– more importantly, technology
offers grandchildren and grand-
parents a way to bond and learn
from each other. In addition to
being a positive role model for
younger family members, con-
necting through technology
allows seniors to offer their
grandchildren:

— A listening ear, because they
aren’t parents, grandparents
have a unique opportunity to
help troubled teens

— A stronger sense of cultural

heritage and family history
— Time together online – sen-

iors frequently have more time
than family members who work

Teenagers have a lot to offer
their grandparents too, including:

— A sense of purpose and
value

— Companionship and love
— Knowledge around how to

use the internet for more than
communicating, e.g. to conduct
research, play games, shop, etc.

— Motivation for staying active
and engaged

Ways to get started: Whether
you barely go near a computer or
surf the web often, there are
plenty of benefits to interacting
with your grandchildren online.

The apps below offer some
great ways to connect, especially
for families who live apart:

— Ancestry websites are a

great way for grandparents and
older grandchildren to explore
their family’s history together.

— Keepy: Share art-work,
school projects and other things
that grandparents love to put on
their fridge, but might not have
room for.

— Kindoma: Draw, play or read
together in real time.

— Redeo: Lets you read togeth-
er while your young grandchild
turns the pages.

— Scoot & Doodle: Collaborate
together on homework.

— Skype, Voxer, ooVoo and
Rounds are examples of apps
that allow you to send photos and
videos, talk and text in real time.

— Wheel of Fortune is a popu-
lar game app that grandparents
and grandchildren of all ages can
play together, no matter the dis-
tance.

Contributed photo

Westmore musiC ACAdemy presented its Christmas Recital recently under the
direction of Rita Ready. The academy will begin the new semester in January.     

Westmore Music
Academy holds
Christmas recital



CHATTANOOGA — The annual
migration of hundreds of thou-
sands of sandhill cranes from the
Upper Midwest to Florida each
winter is a sight the Audubon
Society describes as “among the
greatest wildlife spectacles on the
continent.”

In Tennessee, the Hiwassee
Wildlife Refuge is a stopping-off
point for the largest winter flock of
sandhill cranes in the Southeast,
outside of Florida. For birding
enthusiasts, it’s hard to beat the
views of this magnificent gather-
ing during a cruise around the
island aboard the Tennessee
Aquarium’s River Gorge Explorer.

Beginning Dec. 30 and continu-
ing on weekends through Martin
Luther King Day, Jan. 16, the
River Gorge Explorer will embark
on special eco-cruises to the
refuge departing from Sale Creek
Marina. Thanks to the proximity
of the river channel to Hiwassee
Island, these two-hour cruises
offer guests one of the region’s
best — and closest — views of
these cranes.

“It’s a great way to get close to
these birds,” said Kevin Calhoon,
Tennessee Aquarium’s assistant
curator of Forests. “You get much
better looks from the boat than
you do from the observation area.
It’s just a whole different way to
view them.”

That so many sandhill cranes
can be seen at once is a sign of
their tremendous conservational
success story. In the 1930s, the
wild population of these elegant
birds had dwindled to likely less

than 1,000, a number lamented
by noted author and naturalist
Aldo Leopold in his 1937 essay
“Marshland Elegy.”

“When we hear his call we hear
no mere bird,” Leopold wrote. “We
hear the trumpet in the orchestra
of evolution. He is the symbol of
our untamable past, of that
incredible sweep of millennia
which underlies and conditions
the daily affairs of birds and men.”

From the River Gorge Explorer’s
climate-controlled cabin, however,
guests will be able to appreciate
the sandhill crane’s current
robustness via the astounding
spectacle of an estimated 5,000 to
8,000 individuals gathered on the
400-acre island.

With a distinctively rattling,
cacophonous call, sandhill cranes
can be heard from miles away. Up
close, witnessing as 1,000 or more
of the gray-bodied, crimson-
crowned beauties taking off in
unison is a sight no birder should
miss, Calhoon said. “This is really
the only place where you can see
them in Tennessee in any num-
bers, and the only place that you
can get that nice of a view,” he
said. 

Although they’re the cruise’s
star attraction, it’s not just sand-
hill cranes that entice wildlife
lovers aboard the River Gorge
Explorer each year. The trip up to
and around Hiwassee Island
includes sightings of the occasion-
al peregrine falcon or black vul-
ture, large numbers of Bald
Eagles and thousands of ducks
and geese of various species.

In recent years, hundreds of
white pelicans, the largest bird in
North America, also have begun
making regular appearances dur-
ing the journey. On rare occa-
sions, especially lucky birders
may even spot a wayward whoop-
ing crane, the sandhill crane’s
larger and endangered near-rela-
tive.

For the ornithological set, a
sandhill crane Cruise can be like
an observational smorgasbord,
said John Dever, one of the River
Gorge Explorer’s two on-board
naturalists.

“You see things you don’t nor-
mally see and in big concentra-
tions, big numbers,” Dever said.
“You look over, and in this little
inlet, you might see a few thou-
sand ducks of different species.
You might see 100 herons. Then,
there will be six or seven kingfish-
ers.

“You’re looking through a win-
dow into this slough area, and you
see this incredible density of bird
life.”

In addition to its ecological sig-
nificance, Hiwassee Island has
been occupied for thousands of
years by historic and prehistoric
peoples. Archaeological surveys of
the island have revealed it to be
one of the most significant Native
American cultural sites in the
region.

Guests on the River Gorge
Explorer will be able to learn more
about the island’s naturalistic and
historical heritage by perusing
maps and historical texts as well
as through presentations by on-

board naturalists using the boat’s
advanced A/V system.

River Gorge Explorer Sandhill
Crane Cruises depart from Sale
Creek Marina (3900 Lee Pike,
Soddy-Daisy) at 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. Dec. 30-31, 2016; Jan. 1,
Jan. 6-8, and Jan. 13-16, 2017.

——
Cruise registration is $35 for

aquarium members and $45 for
nonmembers. Tickets are avail-
able online at http://www.
tnaqua.org/sandhill-crane-cruises.

CHATTANOOGA — For almost
60 years, The Jim Henson
Company has inspired children
through the magic of puppetry.
With its latest creation, “Splash
and Bubbles,” these masterful
storytellers are employing com-
puter-animated wizardry and a
new cast of characters to inspire
kids to love marine biology and
conservation while also teaching
them to value and accept each
other.

On Dec. 30, the Tennessee
Aquarium IMAX 3D Theater will
be one of a handful of theaters
selected to screen One Big
Ocean, a special one-hour pre-
view of the PBS KIDS series’ first
movie event. The screening starts
at 10:30 a.m., is open to the pub-
lic and free with aquarium
admission. Special discounted
pricing for bundling the Splash
and Bubbles screening with an
aquarium visit is $25.50 for
adults and $16 for ages 3-12.
Aquarium members, IMAX Club
Pass holders and WTCI Kids
Club members can attend the
screening for free.

“One Big Ocean,” which will be
broadcast on PBS stations on
Jan. 16, 2017, was produced by
the Jim Henson Company and
Herschend Studios in collabora-
tion with an advisory board of
marine biologists, including Dr.
Sylvia Earle. The program teach-
es children about marine life and
the ripple effect that can arise
from even the smallest of ges-
tures. One Big Ocean’s story
focuses on the epic adventure of

Splash (a yellowback fusilier),
Bubbles (a Mandarin dragonet),
Dunk (a pufferfish) and Ripple (a
seahorse) as they attempt to res-
cue a young sea turtle. 

Unlike Jim Henson’s landmark
Sesame Street, the “Splash and
Bubbles characters are generat-
ed digitally using motion-cap-
tured performances by actors
rather than physical puppets.

Each episode includes animated
stories and live-action content
and incorporates themes of
diversity, individuality, intercon-
nectedness and the celebration
of learning and discovery.

After the screening, guests can
capitalize on their budding biolo-
gists’ brimming excitement for
aquatic wonders with a visit to
the aquarium, where they’ll

explore, learn and see real-life
examples of the kinds of crea-
tures they saw on screen.

One Big Ocean will debut on
the same day as the Jan. 16
launch of the PBS KIDS 24/7
channel on WTCI-TV Channel 45.
The Tennessee Valley’s communi-
ty PBS station will air “Splash and
Bubbles” weekdays at 10 a.m. and
2 p.m., and Saturdays at 8 a.m.
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 Remember 
 When

 Remember 
 When

 We are receiving an exciting 
 collection of old photographs 

 from our readers to be published 
 in our Annual “Remember 

 When” special section of the 
 Cleveland Daily Banner.

 These old photographs are of 
 families, landmarks, building
 and individuals with a brief 
 description from yesteryear
 and are over 25 years old.

 Don’t miss this exciting
 special section!

 Call now to place your ad!

 423-614-3230 • 423-716-3330

 M E R R Y   C H R I S T M A S

 With a bundle of best wishes &
 gratitude to all of you from all of us.

 – Peaches & Ken Searles & Crew

 ROOTER &
 PORTABLES

 Gena Faulk
 423-716-2810

 (423) 303-1200
 Each Keller Williams office is independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

 Hope Your 
 Holiday Is
 Merry in 

 Every Way
 At home, at work

 and at play, you’re
 wished a happy holiday;

 Joy, laughter and goodwill too, 
 from all of me to all of you!

 Thank you for making each day unique with your visits, 
 friends. I really appreciate each of you, and wish you

 all the best at this special time of year. Cheers!

 LAY-AWAYS WELCOME

  JEWELERS
 1721 KEITH STREET

 STUART PARK PLAZA (
 (Next to The Town Squire)  478-0049 • 478-0050

Special screening:

‘Splash and Bubbles’ at IMAX on Dec. 30

Contributed photo

WiTh iTs laTesT CreaTion, Splash and Bubbles, these masterful storytellers are employing com-
puter-animated wizardry and a new cast of characters to inspire kids to love marine biology and conser-
vation while also teaching them to value and accept each other.

a grand gathering

River Gorge cruises offer views of migrating sandhill cranes

Contributed photos

The annual migraTion of hundreds of thousands of sandhill cranes from the Upper Midwest to Florida each winter is described as
“among the greatest wildlife spectacles on the continent.” Photos show sandhill cranes in the Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge.

Hanukkah menorah lightings in cities around the world
The Jewish holiday of

Hanukkah begins the night of
Dec. 24 and lasts for eight days. If
you’re traveling or vacationing
during the holiday, there may be a
menorah lighting near you.
Chabad-Lubavitch plans to hold
public menorah lightings and
Hanukkah events in hundreds of
cities and more than 90 countries.

Among noteworthy events in
the U.S., there will be menorah
lightings at NBA and NHL games,
including the Brooklyn Nets, New
York Islanders, Orlando Magic

and Golden State Warriors. In
New York City, a menorah will be
lit nightly near the Plaza Hotel and
the entrance to Central Park, and
will take place also in San
Francisco’s Union Square.

In front of the White House, a
menorah will be lit nightly.
Miami’s Gulfstream Park will
host a menorah lighting Tuesday.
And in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, a Hanukkah celebration
will include lining up hot air bal-
loons in the shape of a menorah.

There will be menorah light-

ings at ski resorts in Vail,
Colorado, and Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, and a public menorah
lighting on Main Street in Park
City, Utah. Those heading to the
Caribbean for the holiday week
will find menorah lightings in
Cancun, Mexico, on the island of
Aruba and in other destinations.

Hanukkah celebrations will
also be held in Revolution Square
in Moscow, at Berlin’s
Brandenburg Gate, at the Eiffel
Tower in Paris and in Trafalgar
Square in London.



CHICAGO (AP) — U.S. women
are increasingly using marijuana
during pregnancy, sometimes to
treat morning sickness, new
reports suggest. Though the
actual numbers are small, the
trend raises concerns because of
evidence linking the drug with
low birth weights and other prob-
lems.

In 2014, almost 4 percent of
pregnant women said they’d
recently used marijuana, up
from 2.4 percent in 2002,
according to an analysis of annu-
al drug use surveys.

Dr. Nora Volkow, director of
the National Institute on Drug
Abuse, said the results raise con-
cerns and urged doctors and
other health care providers to
avoid recommending the drug for
pregnant women. Volkow com-
mented in an editorial published
online Monday with the study in
the Journal of the American
Medical Association.

A separate study in the same
journal found that almost 10
percent of adult marijuana users
in the United States — 3 million
people — have used it at least
partly for medical reasons; 20
percent of these users live in
states where medical marijuana
isn’t legal.

Volkow noted that laws legaliz-
ing medical marijuana in 29
states and Washington, D.C. do
not list pregnancy-related condi-
tions among allowed uses. But
the laws also don’t prohibit that
use and don’t include warnings

about possible harms to the
fetus, she said.

Strong evidence of harms is
limited, but besides low birth
weights, newborns whose moth-
ers used marijuana while preg-
nant may face increased risks for
anemia and other problems
requiring intensive care. Memory
and attention problems also been
found in older children whose
moms used marijuana in preg-

nancy, Volkow noted.
How marijuana might lead to

those problems is unclear but
Volkow said one theory is that it
might interfere with formation of
nerve cells and circuits in the
brain during fetal development.

The American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists
discourages marijuana use by
women who are pregnant or
breastfeeding.

Both studies analyzed data
from annual U.S. government
surveys on drug use that are
based on participants’ self-
reporting.

One focused on 200,510
women of reproductive age who
participated in the 2002-2014
surveys. Recent use — within the
past month — among non-preg-
nant women also increased over
those years, from about 6 per-
cent to 9 percent, researchers
from Columbia University
Medical Center reported.

Doctors “should screen and
counsel pregnant women and
women contemplating pregnancy
about prenatal marijuana use,”
the researchers said.

The other study, led by the
drug agency’s Dr. Wilson
Compton, focused on past-year
marijuana use by nearly 100,000
adults aged 18 and up who par-
ticipated in the 2013-14 drug
survey.

About 13 percent said they
had used marijuana; that trans-
lates to about 30 million adults.
Overall, 90 percent used it for
nonmedical reasons only and 6
percent used it only for medical
reasons.

Prevalence of medical use was
higher in states where that use is
legal, but the researchers say the
results suggest some doctors in
other states may not feel bound
by restrictions.

—-
NIDA: http://www.dru-

gabuse.gov

NEW YORK (AP) — Pregnancy
affects not only a woman’s body:
It changes parts of her brain too,
a new study says.

When researchers compared
brain scans of women before
and after pregnancy, they spot-
ted some differences in 11 loca-
tions. They also found hints that
the alterations help women pre-
pare for motherhood.

For example, they might help
a mother understand the needs
of her infant, Elseline
Hoekzema, a study author at
Leiden University in the
Netherlands, explained via
email.

The women were also given
memory tests, and they showed
no signs of decline.

Hoekzema, a neuroscientist,
began working on the study
while at the Autonomous
University of Barcelona in
Spain. She and colleagues pres-
ent the results in a paper
released Monday by the journal
Nature Neuroscience.

The study includes data on 25
Spanish women scanned before
and after their first pregnancies,
along with 20 women who didn’t
get pregnant during the study.
The brain changes in the preg-
nancy group emerged from com-
parisons of those two groups.

The results were consistent: A
computer program could tell
which women had gotten preg-
nant just by looking at results of
the MRI scans.

And the changes, first docu-
mented an average of 10 weeks
after giving birth, were mostly
still present two years after
childbirth. That’s based on fol-
low-up with 11 study partici-
pants.

Further work showed they’re a
motherhood thing: No brain
changes were seen in first-time
fathers.

Based on prior research find-

ings, the researchers think the
brain changes happened during
pregnancy rather than after
childbirth.

What’s going on? Hoekzema
and colleagues think the differ-
ences result from sex hormones
that flood the brain of a preg-
nant woman. In the 11 places,
the MRI data indicate reductions
in volume of the brain’s gray
matter, but it’s not clear what
that means. For example, it
could reflect loss of brain cells or
a pruning of the places where
brain cells communicate, called
synapses.

Losing some synapses is not
necessarily a bad thing. It hap-
pens during a hormonal surge in
adolescence, producing more
specialized and efficient brain
circuits. The researchers sus-
pect that could be happening in
the pregnant women.

Some study results hint that
such upgrades may prepare a
woman for motherhood. One

analysis linked brain changes to
how strongly a woman felt emo-
tionally attached to her infant.
And when women viewed pic-
tures of their babies, several
brain regions that reacted the
most were ones that showed
pregnancy-related change.

In addition, the affected brain
areas overlapped with circuitry
that’s involved in figuring out
what another person is thinking
and feeling. That’s a handy abil-
ity for a mother tending to an
infant.

The idea of synapses being
pruned in pregnancy makes a
lot of sense, commented Bruce
McEwen of Rockefeller
University in New York, who
studies hormonal effects on the
brain but didn’t participate in
what he called a terrific study.

“The brain is being shaped all
the time,” he said, and “sex hor-
mones are part of the whole
orchestra of processes that
change the brain structurally.”
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 The folks at 
 Physician Services Drug and 

 Alcohol Services, Inc.
 want to wish you the

 BEST HOLIDAY 
 SEASON!

 For 3 decades you have trusted us to
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 Ashley Embry (Lab Coordinator) and
 Stephanie Umberger (Front Office) ask for your 

 continued trust in us providing your services.
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Brain changes seen in pregnancy
The new focus may help preparing for baby

Michael Zamora/Corpus Christi Caller-Times via AP

A MoTher holdS her newborn baby at a hospital in Corpus Christi, Texas. A study released
Monday shows pregnancy affects not only a woman’s body: It changes parts of her brain structure too. 

AP Photo/Seth Perlman, File

ThIS FIle PhoTo shows marijuana plants with their buds cov-
ered in white crystals at a medical marijuana cultivation center in
Albion, Ill. U.S. women are increasingly using marijuana during preg-
nancy, sometimes to treat morning sickness, new reports suggest.
Though the actual numbers are small, the trend raises concerns
because of evidence linking the drug with low birth weights and other
problems. 

U.S. women increasingly use pot during pregnancy

Most people
who think
about suicide
don’t really
want to die:
they just want
their pain to
end. About 80
people of the
time, people
who kill them-
selves have
given definite
signals or
talked about
suicide. This
means that
first of all, most suicides can
be prevented and second,
that all suicide threats or
attempts must be taken seri-
ously. 

Most people who consider
suicide have depression or a
related mental illness, and
as a result have a sense of
hopelessness. 

It is frequently precipitat-
ed by a great personal loss,
such as the death of a loved
one, a major move, or loss of
health or jobs. Watch for
signs of depression and cur-
rent talk of suicide or mak-
ing a plan, a previous
attempt, a strong wish to die,
giving away cherished
objects or making final
plans, and increased alcohol
or drug use. 

You can prevent a suicide
by learning to recognize the
signs of concern and taking
those signs seriously. 

There are
many types of
help and
ways you can
s u p p o r t
someone who
is at risk. 

One way is
to the
N a t i o n a l
S u i c i d e
P r e v e n t i o n
Lifeline num-
ber (1-800-
273-TALK). 

It will con-
nect the per-

son to a crisis center near
them where a trained coun-
selor can provide confiden-
tial help. It could save their
lives.

Free suicide prevention
awareness training is avail-
able in Tennessee through
the Jason Foundation Inc.,
which focuses on youth sui-
cide, and the Tennessee
Suicide Prevention Network,
or TSPN, which works to pre-
vent suicide across the lifes-
pan. 

Information regarding sui-
cide in Tennessee is avail-
able through TSPN’s website
(www.tspn.org).

TTY line: 1-800-799-4TTY
(4889)

For nonemergency infor-
mation on suicide preven-
tion, contact the Tennessee
Suicide Prevention Network
at 615-297-1077 or
tspn@tspn.org.

Suicide: Signs of concern 

Does a doctor’s gender affect survival chances?
CHICAGO (AP) — What if your

doctor’s gender could influence
your chance of surviving a visit
to the hospital?

A big study of older patients
hospitalized for common illness-
es raises that provocative possi-
bility — and also lots of ques-
tions. Patients who got most of
their care from women doctors
were more likely to leave the
hospital alive than those treated
by men.

The differences were small —
about 11 percent of patients
treated mostly by women died
within 30 days of entering the
hospital, versus 11.5 percent of
those treated by men. But the
all-male research team estimat-
ed that there would be about
32,000 fewer deaths each year
in the U.S. if male physicians
performed at the same level as
their female peers.

The study didn’t probe why
there might be these differences
in survival. And Dr. Ashish Jha,
the lead author, said the study

doesn’t mean patients should
avoid him and all other male
physicians.

But he said male doctors
could take a cue from women
doctors’ tendencies that might
contribute to better care.
According to other research,
women doctors are more likely
than men to follow treatment
guidelines, provide preventive
care more often and communi-
cate more with patients.

Jha said that it was important
to better understand the rea-
sons behind the differences,
and to share that information
with all physicians to improve
care.

Jha said he has not spoken to
his own patients about the
study — yet.

“As a male physician, I have a
stake in this,” Jha said.

The study was published
Monday in JAMA Internal
Medicine.

The researchers looked at
data involving more than 1.5

million hospitalizations for
Medicare patients aged 65 and
older between January 2011
and December 2014. Patients’
illnesses included pneumonia,
heart failure, intestinal bleeding,
urinary infections and lung dis-
ease.

All were treated by general
internists in the hospital. The
researchers compared results in
patients who got most or all of
their care from women internists
with those who got most or all of
their care from men.

Most patients survived and
were sent home within a month
of treatment. But in addition to
better survival chances, those
treated by women doctors were
slightly less likely to be re-
admitted to the hospital within
that first month.

On average, women doctors
were in charge of fewer patients
and some of their patients
weren’t as sick as those of male
doctors, but the researchers
considered those factors and

still found a link between doc-
tors’ gender and patients’ sur-
vival differences.

Dr. Lisa Schwartz of the
Dartmouth Institute for Health
Policy & Clinical Practice said
the study doesn’t prove whether
doctors’ sex accounted for the
results. “To make a stronger
case, you’d need information on
doctors’ practices in the study,”
she said. For example, did
women physicians give patients
with pneumonia antibiotics
sooner than men physicians —
treatment that could potentially
improve survival chances, she
said.

For example, did women doc-
tors give patients with pneumo-
nia antibiotics sooner — treat-
ment that could potentially
improve survival chances, she
said.

Dartmouth policy analyst Dr.
H. Gilbert Welch called the
results “intriguing” but prelimi-
nary and “not something for
patients to act on.”



SUMMER WORKS’ fourth-grade class at Hopewell Elementary School got to take photos with Santa Claus when he visited the school
recently for some holiday fun. Here, students work on showing their best smiles as they surround Santa and their teacher for a photo. 
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Bryson named to dean's list

at Berry College 
ROME, Ga. — Megan Bryson of

Cleveland was named to the Fall
2016 Dean's List at Berry
College. 

The Dean's List honors stu-
dents who posted an academic
average of 3.5 or better on a 4.0
scale while carrying a class load
of at least 12 hours during the
semester.

Berry College is recognized
nationally for the quality and
value of its educational experi-
ence. College leaders from across
the country chose Berry as the
nation's number one "Up-And-
Coming" liberal arts college,
according to recent U.S. News
Best Colleges rankings. Located
on a campus encompassing more
than 27,000 acres near Rome,
Ga., Berry challenges its student
body, consisting of more than
2,200 undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, to embrace a first-
hand education that unites
strong academic programs with
opportunities for meaningful
work experience, spiritual and
moral growth, and significant
service to others.

Smith earns master’s from the

University of Alabama
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Charles

Smith of Cleveland was among
some 2,270 students at
University of Alabama who were
awarded degrees during winter
commencement Dec. 1. 

Smith received a master's
degree. 

With this graduating class, U
of A will have awarded more than
257,000 degrees since its found-
ing in 1831 as the state's first
public university.

The University of Alabama, the
state's oldest and largest public
institution of higher education, is
a student-centered research uni-
versity that draws the best and
brightest to an academic commu-
nity committed to providing a
premier undergraduate and grad-
uate education. UA is dedicated
to achieving excellence in schol-
arship, collaboration and intel-
lectual engagement; providing
public outreach and service to
the state of Alabama and the
nation; and nurturing a campus
environment that fosters colle-
giality, respect and inclusivity.

Swartout receives degree from

Brenau University
GAINESVILLE, Ga. — Megan

Rosalie Swartout of Cleveland
graduated from Brenau
University during commence-
ment ceremonies Dec. 17. 

Swartout attended the North
Atlanta campus, where she
earned a master of science in
occupational therapy degree. 

Founded in 1878, Brenau
University is a private, not-for-
profit nationally prominent com-
prehensive institution of higher
education that enrolls students
in graduate and undergraduate
studies on campuses and online.
Gainesville, Georgia-based
Brenau includes the residential
Women's College, which repre-
sents the academic and philo-
sophical underpinnings of the
liberal arts university. Brenau
also provides coeducational
opportunities through the doc-

toral level, including on-ground
programs in Gainesville and
other Georgia locales: Augusta,
Kings Bay, Norcross and
Fairburn, as well as Jacksonville,
Fla. Brenau University offers
doctorates in nursing, occupa-
tional therapy and physical ther-
apy, a terminal M.F.A. in interior
design, specialist in education,
master's, bachelor's and associ-
ate's degrees as well as profes-
sional certifications. 

Benson becomes graduate of

Tusculum College
GREENEVILLE — Patrick A.

Benson of Cleveland was one of
274 students who recently
achieved an educational goal by
earning a degree at Tusculum
College. 

Benson earned a bachelor of
arts degree in sports science with
a minor in coaching during the
winter commencement cere-
monies on Saturday, Dec. 10, at
Tusculum College.

Tusculum College, the first col-
lege in Tennessee and the 28th
oldest in the nation, is a liberal
arts institution committed to pro-
viding a liberal arts education in
a Judeo-Christian and civic arts
environment with pathways for
career preparation, personal
development and civic engage-
ment. Approximately 1,800 stu-
dents are enrolled on the main
campus in Greeneville and two
off-site locations in East
Tennessee. 

McKinney, Taylor receive ETSU

presidential scholarships 
JOHNSON CITY —  Amanda

McKinney and Sarah Taylor, both
of Cleveland, were among the
most recent recipients of
Presidential Academic
Performance Scholarships at
East Tennessee State University. 

McKinney plans to study
mathematics at ETSU after her
graduation from Bradley Central
High School. She is the daughter
of Robin and Jan McKinney of
Cleveland. 

Taylor, daughter of Jason and
Louisa Taylor of Cleveland, is a
senior at Bradley Central High
School and vice president of the
Tennessee Association of Student
Councils. 

Academic Performance
Scholarships are divided into
four levels, depending on high
school GPA and ACT or SAT
scores. Those at the Presidential
level must attain a GPA of at least
3.9 with an ACT of 30 or better or
a minimum SAT score of 1,320. 

Collins accepted to Tennessee

Wesleyan University
ATHENS — Kealey Collins of

Cleveland was among the most
recent students accepted to
Tennessee Wesleyan University. 

Kealey, a current student at
Bradley Central High School, has
been accepted for the upcoming
academic year. 

Home of the Bulldogs,
Tennessee Wesleyan is a private,
comprehensive institution
grounded in the liberal arts and
affiliated with the United
Methodist Church. Located in
Athens, TWU offers an array of
undergraduate and graduate pro-
grams, including a well-known
nursing program.

CAMPUS BRIEFS

MASON  LOMBARDI, a first-grader at Hopewell Elementary
School, spends some time with Santa Claus during recent festivities
at the school. 

STUDENTS AND STAFF at Michigan Avenue Elementary School show off some of their most festive outfits on “Crazy Christmas Attire
Day.” The dress-up day was a reward for students doing well on their reading. All the students at Michigan Avenue combined have earned
more than 25,000 Accelerated Reader points this year. 

SANTA CLAUS interacts with some of the good boys and girls
attending Hopewell Elementary School. His visit provided a bit of
extra cheer before school let out for the holidays. 

MAEVE CLARK, a fourth-grader at Hopewell Elementary School,
meets Santa Claus during recent Christmas-themed festivities at the
school. 

KRISTY STEWART’S first-grade class at Hopewell Elementary School recently received a special visit from Santa Claus. In the second
row, from left, are Drew Albritton, Jonas Prichard, Maddi Koenig, Gwyneth Miller, Mae Emendorfer, Santa Claus, Malik Ortiz-Redd, Drake
Patterson, Savannah O’Connell and Katie Neely. In the front row are Kinley Price, Alex Lopez, Vincent Braswell, Lindsay Payne and Katie
Tanksley. Stewart is standing in back. 
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 Wishing you and your family a very happy holiday season
 and a New Year filled with joy, success and prosperity.

 Thank you for the gift of your business and partnership.

 Merry Christmas
 “Glory to God in the highest and on 
 earth peace, goodwill toward men.”

 Luke 2:14

 BX SERIES
 RTV SERIES

 VISIT US FOR YOUR KUBOTA NEEDS
 M SERIES 

 K SERIES

 Z SERIES

By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Staff Writer

Gerald Williams wasn’t expecting to dis-
cover a 71-year-old Christmas card among a
box of his own military memories.

Still, upon further examination, Williams
had come across just that — a Christmas
card that the U.S. Army had sent to his
father and other soliders who were stationed
in Japan for Christmas 1945. Along with the
card, he also found a yearbook of sorts that
gave him details about what his father did
during his service from 1943-1945.

“I was cleaning my closet the other day
and picked up some letters I’d written while
stationed in South Korea with the Air Force
and here was this book and card,” Williams

detailed.
Williams’ father, Paul, served in the 594th

Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment and was
in New Guinea, the Philippines and Japan.

“I’d known that he served on a ship,”
Williams commented.

His father was on the USS General
William. H. Gordon and operated the
amphibious vessels that brought the troops
to shore.

“Sometimes I don’t think people are
aware that the Army had a ship unit,”
Williams added.

The card, which was sent to those in the
8th Army stationed in Japan, with a mes-
sage from Lt. Gen. R.L. Eichelberger. The
Christmas message to the troops shared
regret that they couldn’t be home with their
loved ones for the holidays, but also remind-
ed them that they could “take pride and
comfort in the though that the holiday sea-
son finds our country at peace.”    

The card also detailed the troops’
Christmas meal menu, which included roast
turkey with all the fixings, mincemeat and
holiday pies, as well as coffee.

HolidaY memoRies

Banner photo, saRalYn noRKus

WHile CleaninG out a closet, Gerald Williams came across an interesting find — a Christmas
card sent from the Army that his father, Paul, received during his time in Japan in 1945.

Card offers glimpse of
Christmas in Japan in 1945

Paul Williams is shown in his uni-
form in 1945.

Christmas Day is here!  All of
us at the Bradley County
Sheriff’s Office certainly hope
you enjoy this most special of
days.  

It’s also a time to think of those
who have family members serv-
ing our country in the military in
faraway places, and those men
and women whose job directs
they work on holidays such as
today.  

I have our Special Responders
on my mind today.  One reason is
what I mentioned above, working
and away from family on
Christmas, the other reason is

that 2016 has been an especially
dangerous year for those who
have chosen to serve as law
enforcement officers or with
other agencies that face danger
on a regular basis as First
Responders.  

Whether they are sheriff’s
deputies, police officers, state
troopers or in any other law
enforcement position, they face
danger each day.  

Let’s not forget members of our
emergency services community,
ambulance personnel, firefight-
ers, rescue service and all others
who are called on a moment’s

notice to stabilize a injured or
sick person, and even save their
life. 

We work very closely with all
emergency services on a daily
basis. 

I am thankful the Bradley
County Sheriff’s Office has a
good working relationship with
other law enforcement agencies
such as our colleagues at the

Sheriff’s 
Office

eric Watson
Bradley County

Sheriff

Jaxston allen, a first-grade student at Taylor Elementary, and Kiley Welchance, a fifth-grader at
Taylor Elementary, were recently recognized for their winning designs for the 2016 Cleveland State
Community College holiday card. It was a tie for first place this year. Cleveland State and Taylor
Elementary School have been long-time BEST (Business and Education Serving Together) partners
through the Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Commerce. From left are Elizabeth Kaylor, Taylor Elementary
School principal; Allen, Welchance and Dr. Denise King, Cleveland State vice president for Academic
Affairs.

Christmas Day, 2016

See WATSON, Page 38



RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — When
Lilian Matallana checks for the
freshness of a Fraser fir, she rubs
the branches just like any consci-
entious Christmas tree buyer
would.

The difference is that
Matallana has hundreds of
branches in her aromatic lab at
North Carolina State University,
where she’s part of a team
researching ways to help
Christmas trees keep their nee-
dles longer in hopes of making
them more attractive to buyers.

“People just don’t like the
messy stuff,” she said, explaining
what causes many buyers to favor
artificial Christmas trees over real
ones. “They buy a tree and then a
couple of weeks after, you have a
lot of needles in your carpet. And
people don’t really like that kind
of thing.”

The research is more than sci-
entific because Christmas trees
are a big business in the United
States, where almost 26 million
real Christmas trees were sold in
2015 with a retail value of more
than $1.3 billion, according to the
National Christmas Tree
Association . N.C. State University
has a five-year, $1.3 million grant
to work with other universities on
research focusing on how well
Christmas trees retain their nee-
dles.

The goal is to develop and use
genomic tools to produce low-
cost, high-quality trees with the
properties that consumers want,
including less needle loss, accord-
ing to N.C. State’s filing with the
USDA.

Oregon leads the country in
Christmas tree production with
almost 6.5 million trees harvested
in 2012. North Carolina is sec-
ond, with almost 4.3 million trees
harvested. The Fraser fir is the
most popular Christmas tree in
North Carolina so research at
N.C. State is focused mainly on it.

It’s key to find real trees that
can keep their needles even when
they are brought into room tem-
peratures for weeks on end
because many people purchase a
tree shortly after Thanksgiving
and leave it up until after New
Year’s. Using genetic testing,
Matallana is trying to isolate what

helps those species of fir retain
their needles and get those seeds
to farmers.

Needle retention is important
for tree farmers since the National
Christmas Tree Association says
the No. 1 complaint of consumers
is the mess that needles make,
said Buddy Deal, who owns
Smokey Holler Tree Farm in
Laurel Springs, North Carolina.
He sells thousands of trees whole-
sale and about 1,000 each year at
a choose-and-cut farm. Other tree
characteristics such as shape and
height are personal choice, but
needle retention “is the biggie,” he
said.

While many consumers are
solidly either for a real tree or for
an artificial tree, some say they
would consider getting a real tree
if it were less messy.

Gina Morales, 35, of Tampa,
Florida, said she and her hus-
band bought an artificial tree a
few years ago and haven’t looked
back. “I got so sick and tired of
cleaning up the needles,” she
said, even though a real tree was
a tradition in her family.

She said she might change her
mind if researchers find a way to
make trees drop fewer needles. “If
they can make that better, then
you’re getting the best of both
worlds,” she said.

1957

Pranksters, apparently test-
ing out the potential of stolen
dynamite, were blamed by
investigating officers today for
the loud explosion heard
Monday night around 9 o’clock. 

City police officers A.R.
Swiger and T.E. May reported
that “several sticks” of dynamite
were set off northeast of the
Sullivan addition on property
belonging to Raymond Wallace.
They said three boys in a pickup
truck were seen leaving the
scene by the investigators, and
that they gave chase but officers
lost the vehicle. 

Polk County officials reported
by radio this morning that two
cases of dynamite had been
stolen there and Cleveland offi-
cers said they believed this was
the dynamite used Monday
night. They surmised that the
boys were just testing it out and
as one of the officers said, “If
you think you heard a loud
noise last night, just wait until
tonight.” 

The hole was about four feet
across and went 12 inches deep
at the center, Swiger revealed.
Investigating the explosion were
city policemen J.D. True,
Carroll Maples, Swiger and May
and deputy sheriffs J.R. Harpo
and T.E. Humberd.

———
The Geneva Circle of North

Cleveland Church of God held
their regular monthly meeting at
the youth center of the church. 

A short business meeting was
held with Mrs. Lynn Turpin pre-
siding at the meeting. Mrs. Jay
Sherlin read the minutes of the
last meeting. The treasurer’s
report was given by Mrs. Leon
Frazier. Following the business
meeting the Circle prepared a
Christmas basket for a needy
family. 

The Circle exchanged gifts
and refreshments were served.
Members present were
Mesdames Leon Frazier, Lynn
Turpin, Joe Grigsby, George
Melton, Russell Hughes, LeVoy
Hathcock, Stanley Butler,
Bingham O’Neil, Jay Sherlin,
James Golden, Norman Jordan,
Josh Thomas and Herbert
Benton.

———

The formal announcement of
a new partnership for the gener-
al practice of law was made
today by James F. Corn, J.
Hallman Bell and Virgil
Carmichael. 

The familiar name Corn and
Bell, established on May 1,
1947, and from January 1,
1958, will be known as Corn,
Bell and Carmichael. Offices of
the partnership will remain in
the Merchants Bank Building
and will be expanded to accom-
modate Carmichael. 

Present plans call for
Carmichael to occupy the offices
now held by the accounting firm
of Tom Randolph, which adjoins
the Corn and Bell offices.
Randolph will move his offices
to those vacated by Carmichael
at 183 First S. N.W.

James F. Corn, a native of
Kentucky, came to Cleveland
and opened his law office 24
years ago, while J. Hallman
Bell, a Georgian, first practiced
law in Morristown, in 1922.
Carmichael started practicing
law in Cleveland on June 3,
1947, having recently built his
own building at 183 First Street
N.W. All three partners have
been active in governmental,
civic and fraternal affairs in
Bradley County. 

In making the announcement,
Mayor Corn stated that he felt
Carmichael “would strengthen
our firm and enable us all to
render a greater service to our
clients.” 

Carmichael stated, “I feel
honored that Corn and Bell
would consider me as a partner,
and I hope it will mean better
service to all our clients.

———
For a young man who is prob-

ably a year away from his peak,
Bradley Bear forward Carroll
Ogle is doing quite well in the
scoring department this year. 

According to basketball sta-
tistics kept by this writer,
Carroll leads the Bears in scor-
ing with 114 points. 

Through the first nine games
(these statistics include the
alumni game) the 6-foot-3 jun-
ior forward has scored 43 field
goals along with 28 free throws,
high for the team. Second lead-
ing scorer is Ed Falls, who has
101 points. 

Falls leads in field goals with
45, but has made only 11 free
throws. Third highest is Buster
Ogle’s 95 points on 38 field
goals and 18 free throws.
Tommy Barrett, playing one less
game than the others, has
scored 90 points on 38 field
goals and 14 charity tosses. His
running mate at guard, Jerry
Wright, has hit 32 fielders and 5
free throws for 69 points. 

Only three subs have scored
for Bradley this season. Bob
Scoggins leads the trio with 16
points followed by Charlie
Wilson’s 10 and Richard
Mason’s two points. Team sta-
tistics show the Bears outscor-
ing their opponents 496 to 491.
In averages per game, the Bears
have scored 55.1 while their
foes have a 54.5 average. While
scoring 496 points, the Bradley
five tallied 208 field goals and
80 free throws. 

Individual averages show
Carroll Ogle leading with 12.7
points each game. Tied for the
runner-up spot are Falls and
Barrett with 11.2 averages while
Buster Ogles is fourth with
10.4. Wright’s 7.7 average is
fifth best. 

A week from tonight, January
3, the Bears take on the

Charleston Panthers here in the
new gym. Also, the Bearettes
meet the Pantherettes, and both
Bradley teams will be seeking
revenge for opening losses
handed them by Charleston.

———
Gary, 10-year-old son of Mr.

and Mrs. Eugene Norris, Route
10, Cleveland, didn’t get one of
his most wanted Christmas gifts
Wednesday. 

A thief, apparently someone
who wanted an airplane very
much, stole the plane Norris
planned to give his son. He also
took a Christmas tree from the
front porch of the Norris resi-
dence. Norris said that he had
purchased an airplane and a
tug boat for his son, and when
he came home Christmas Eve he
left them in his truck but cov-
ered them with a tarpaulin. 

A Christmas tree, which his
aunt brought from Chattanooga,
was left on the front porch while
the Norris family visited his sis-
ter. Upon returning home,
Norris found the airplane and
tree missing, but the tugboat
was on the ground by the tarp. 

Norris said he had the other
parts to the plane to make it fly
in the house. “If the person who
took the plane will come by the
house, I’ll give him the rest of
the things for the plane,” he
said. “And if he needs any
money, I’ll give him that, too.”

———
“The quietest Christmas

around here in a long time!”
That’s how one of Cleveland’s
City police officers reported
happenings around the police
station Wednesday. 

One officer reported that
“nobody had been put in jail
since night before last.” So with
no one in jail and only one car
accident occurring on the 25th,
it was a peaceful day for those
working at Cleveland’s Police
Department. 

The one automobile accident
occurred at 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday at the intersections
of Eighth Street N.E. and Parker
Street. No one was reportedly
injured. Two cars involved were
driven by Ralph Edward Brock
of 741 Berry Street, and Juanita
Marie Hamilton of Route 2,
Cleveland. 

According to the police report,
the Hamilton car, which was
going south on Parker Street, hit
Brock’s car, which was going
east on Eighth Street. Both driv-
ers were charged with reckless
driving, the report said.

———
Around Town:
Bryan Lillard in taking keen

interest in granddaughter
Connie Tarpley’s Christmas
presents … Jim McKenzie,
Frank Cummings and Dr.
Wayne McCulley were dis-
cussing some historical back-
ground in Bradley County …
“Scrubby” and Mrs. McDaris
keeping their fingers crossed so
that no fires will interfere with
celebrating Christmas … Mr.
and Mrs. Tracy Taylor and
Beau, entertained a guest over
the holidays … Marie Callaway
found herself trapped under the
mistletoe … James Howard won
a record player at an office party
… Ruth Chambers, Bradley
County’s charming librarian,
discussed some old Banner files
on hand … Bob Mercer rapidly
golf into the “swing of things”
again with a Christmas golf
game … Bob White was flying a
turkey to Kentucky for dinner …
and Oviatte Ratcliff made a fine
last-minute gift suggestion.
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 “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
 behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
 which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
 born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

 which is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:10-11

 We want to wish you a faithful celebration of 
 the birth of Christ. And we thank you for 

 brightening up our year with your visits, and we 
 look forward to serving you for years to come.

 Dr. John S. Stanbery & Staff
 Mrs. Annette R. Stanbery and 

 in Memory of Dr. Cecil H. Stanbery

 LAY-AWAYS WELCOME

 1721 KEITH STREET • STUART PARK PLAZA (
 (Next to The Town Squire)

 478-0049 • 478-0050

  JEWELERS

 ©
20

14

 NOW HIRING
 2340 Keith Street • 423-710-9000

 We’re dashing through the snow to say,
 have a happy holiday!

 May all of your wishes come true this season.

 From the Staff of

Watson
From Page 37

LocaL GirL scouT Troop 41556, from Black Fox Elementary School, recently held a winter coat
drive in which they collected more than 300 coats, which will be cleaned by Classique Cleaners and dis-
tributed via The Caring Place.

Cleveland Police Department. 
The key to our successful 2016

has been just that … cooperation.
I sincerely thank you, members of
the public, for the tremendous
amount of assistance you’ve pro-
vided my office this year. 

In many instances, a quick
phone call or a word with one of
our deputies or investigators has
led to a safer Bradley County. 

I can’t thank you enough for
that help. 

I am truly humbled by the con-
fidence you have placed in me as
your sheriff.  

I pledge my continuing effort to
lead a Bradley County Sheriff’s
Office that is professional, courte-
ous, fair and always on duty to
assist you in any way possible. 

It’s my job to lead this great
group of men and women who
have made your protection their
life’s work.  

We’ll begin 2017 as we end
2016, on the job to serve.  

And finally, I wish for you and
yours a Merry Christmas and the
happiest of holidays. 

From the pages of The Banner

This Week in hisTory

The following items were compiled by the History Branch of the Cleveland Bradley County Public Library
from old issues of the  Cleveland Daily Banner and its forerunners, the Cleveland Banner, the Journal, and

the Journal and Banner.

Research focuses on keeping 
needles on Christmas trees



The Department of
Continuing Education at
Cleveland State Community
College has a new lineup of
classes for spring. The upcom-
ing classes are as follows:

n Digital photography 
This six-week class will help

you learn to get good exposure
every time, what all those little
symbols on your  camera do and
when to use them, how to han-
dle everyday photography chal-
lenges like shooting indoors and
in poorly lit areas. 

You will learn what you need
to know about your own camera
and get a chance to shoot a vari-
ety of photos in class. 

Classes will meet on
Tuesdays, Jan. 10 to Feb. 21
from 6 to 8 p.m. in Room 109 of
the CSCC Library. The cost of
the course is $99. 

n Conversational Spanish
for beginners

Communicating with clients,
customers, patients or while
traveling is too important for
language barriers to get in the
way. Whether you are learning
Spanish for the first time or you
are expanding existing knowl-
edge of the language, this con-
versational Spanish for begin-
ners course will help you
become a better communicator. 

The class meets on Tuesdays,
Jan. 10 to Feb. 28 from 6 to 8
p.m. in room J-114 of the
Johnson Building. The cost of
the course is $99. 

n Intermediate portraits in
pencil  

This intermediate course is a
continuation of Vickie Blair’s
beginning portraits in pencil
class from fall 2016, but if you
are an intermediate level artist,
this class is perfect for you, too.
This six-week course will take
you to the next level of propor-
tions, perspectives, texture,
shading and contrast. 

Students will work from pho-
tographs to create a realistic
portrait in pencil. Classes will
meet on Tuesdays, Jan. 17 to
Feb. 28 from 6-8 p.m. in Room
115 of the L. Quentin Lane
Gymnasium. The cost of the
course is $79. 

n American Sign Language
Enrollees will get an introduc-

tion and understanding of the
deaf community and their beau-
tiful language. 

Participate in the enjoyment
and fun of learning the alpha-
bet, numbers and introducing
yourself to the deaf. Learn the
history of the language as well
as the myths associated with it. 

Classes will meet on
Tuesdays, Jan. 26 to March 2
from 6 to 8 p.m. in Room 113 of
the Johnson Building. The cost
of the course is $79. 

n Parenting and divorce
workshops

This course will fulfill the
requirements of the court man-
dated parenting class author-
ized by Chapter 557 of  the
Public Acts of 1997 and can be
found at T.C.A. Sec 36-6-401. A
certificate will be given at the
end of class to fulfill the require-
ments of the Court Mandated
Parenting Classes for dissolu-
tion of marriage with minor chil-
dren. 

This class is offered monthly
and the cost is $45. (See
mycs.cc/grow for dates/times.)

n The Koontz Cram Course
ACT Prep

Want an ACT score you can
smile about? Sign up today!
Thousands of Tennessee high
school students were turned
away this year. Let us help you
raise your ACT score by showing
you how to attack the test with
proven strategies. Classes will
begin in April. The cost of the
course is $375. (See
mycs.cc/grow for times.)

n Workplace MIG welding
This class focuses on produc-

tion welding using the MIG
process with the end goal of
workplace readiness. In addi-
tion to welding safety, machine

set up, and welding techniques,
you will also learn how to read
blueprints and welding symbol-
ogy. This class is great for those
wanting to get a start in the
metal and fabrication industry.
(Registration coming soon—visit
mycs.cc/grow for details.)

n Welding fundamentals
Develop your entry-level weld-

ing skills in this introductory
class that covers knowledge,
safety, and practical application
of welding technologies. Learn
oxy-fuel, gas metal arc shielded
metal arc, and plasma arc
processes through lecture and
hands-on practice. 

Students will practice and
work towards becoming profi-
cient welding in the 1F/1G Flat
and 2F/2G horizontal welding.
(Registration coming soon—visit
mycs.cc/grow for details.) 

n Blueprint reading for
welding technicians

Students learn to read a scale
and interpret welding and shop
drawings. This course is a must
for anyone in the welding indus-
try, and an emphasis is placed
on welding symbols.
(Registration coming soon—visit
mycs.cc/grow for details.) 

n One-day welding 
In this eight-hour class, we

will cover the basics of welding
using MIG welders, to have you
safely and effectively ready to
start your very own furniture,
bicycle chopper, or top fuel
dragster project. We will be
emphasizing skills and tech-
niques that will make welding
more accessible to those with-
out extensive workshops,
toolsets, or experience. 

During the class we will cover
safety, metal procurement and
selection, welding technique,
and finishing/rust prevention
techniques. (Registration com-
ing soon — visit mycs.cc/grow
for details.) 

ATHENS CENTER:
n Beginning Spanish for the

HR professional
Communicating with employ-

ees or prospective employees is
too important for language bar-
riers to get in the way. Whether
you are learning Spanish for the
first time or you are expanding
existing knowledge of the lan-
guage, this course will help you
become a better communicator
in your role at work. 

This eight-week course will
provide attendees with the basic
tools needed to successfully
navigate through stressful lan-
guage barriers. Learn from an
HR Director that knows the lan-
guage and the needed vocabu-
lary to navigate through the hir-
ing process and HR profession.
Gain beneficial knowledge to
take back to your work place. 

Classes will meet on
Mondays, Jan. 9 to Feb. 27 from
6 to 8 p.m. in Room 122 of the
Athens Center. The cost of the
course is $350. Register online
or by corporate invoice.

n Beginning Microsoft Excel
2013

This beginning Microsoft
Excel course is designed to help
individuals gain basic skills in
working and implementing
Excel software into their person-
al or work environment. The
course covers creating, entering
and editing data, using func-
tions, formatting worksheets,
creating charts and printing
spreadsheets. The cost of the
course is $120. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

n Intermediate Microsoft
Excel 2013

In this intermediate level
Excel 2013 course you learn
how to customize the ribbon in
Microsoft Excel and work with
large worksheets and what-if
analysis. You will also learn to
adjust the view using split and
freeze as well as manage multi-
ple worksheets. The cost of the
course is $150. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on

dates/times.)
n Advanced Microsoft Excel

2013
In this advanced level Excel

2013 course, you will learn how
to query a table, utilize database
functions, analyze date using
pivot tables, slicer and pivot
charts, create templates and
import data and images. The
cost of the course is $150. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

n Introduction to Microsoft
Word 2013

Learn the basics of Microsoft
Word to help you at home or at
work. Topics include creating
documents, entering and editing
text, manage formatting, insert-
ing tables, printing and more.
Students should have a basic
understanding of computers
and using a mouse and key-
board. The cost of the course is
$120. (See mycs.cc/grow for
details on dates/times.)

n Introduction to Microsoft
PowerPoint 2013

In this course, you will learn
to create, save and rearrange
presentations, format text, use
drawing objects, work with
graphics and insert tables and
charts, use templates and
themes, slide masters and tran-
sition effects, proof, run and
print presentations. Students
need to be familiar with using
personal computers and should
have experience using a key-
board and a mouse. The cost of
the course is $120. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

MONROE COUNTY CENTER:
n Beginning Microsoft Excel

2013
This beginning Microsoft

Excel course is designed to help
individuals gain basic skills in
working and implementing
Excel software into their person-
al or work environment. The
course covers creating, entering
and editing data, using func-
tions, formatting worksheets,
creating charts and printing
spreadsheets. The cost of the
course is $120. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

n Intermediate Microsoft
Excel 2013

In this intermediate level
Excel 2013 course you learn
how to customize the ribbon in
Microsoft Excel and work with
large worksheets and what-if
analysis. You will also learn to
adjust the view using split and
freeze as well as manage multi-
ple worksheets. The cost of the
course is $150. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

n Advanced Microsoft Excel
2013

In this advanced level Excel
2013 course, you will learn how
to query a table, utilize  data-
base functions, analyze date
using pivot tables, slicer and
pivot charts, create templates
and import data and images.
The cost of the course is $150.
(See mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

n Introduction to Microsoft
Word 2013

Learn the basics of Microsoft
Word to help you at home or at
work. Topics include creating
documents, entering and editing
text, manage formatting, insert-
ing tables, printing and more.
Students should have a basic
understanding of computers
and using a mouse and key-
board. The cost of the course is
$120. (See mycs.cc/grow for
details on dates/times.)

n Introduction to Microsoft
PowerPoint 2013

In this course, you will learn
to create, save and rearrange
presentations, format text, use
drawing objects, work with
graphics and insert tables and
charts, use templates and
themes, slide masters and tran-
sition effects, proof, run and
print presentations. Students

need to be familiar with using
personal computers and should
have experience using a key-
board and a mouse. The cost of
the course is $120. (See
mycs.cc/grow for details on
dates/times.)

n Ed2Go Online Courses

Online Non-Credit Courses 
n Accounting and finance
n Microsoft office
n Computer applications
n Writing and publishing
n Creative arts
Visit www.ed2go/clscc/ for

registration.
If you would like to be notified

of new noncredit courses at
Cleveland State, or for more
information on continuing edu-
cation opportunities, visit the
website at mycs.cc/grow or con-
tact Continuing Education
Coordinator Lee Ann Lowe by
calling 423-473-2270 or email
her at llowe01@clevelandstate-
cc.edu. Continuing Education
offerings include traditional on-
campus classes as well as
online courses. 

Courses are added to the
schedule throughout the year.
As opportunities to serve the
community through continuing
education arise, on-demand
courses will be added to the
schedule. 

It is the goal of the
Continuing Education
Department to serve the needs
of the community through
meaningful, personal, and pro-
fessional enrichment courses
and therefore, they welcome
your suggestions.
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 126 Keith St.
 (across from

 The Village Green)
 478-2668

 We want to wish everyone a safe 
 and happy holiday season.

 Merry Christmas
 and 

 Happy New Year
 Thank you to all our 

 customers for making 2016 
 one of the best years ever.

 First Baptist 
 Church
 of Cleveland

 H AMPTON ’ S
 A UTO  S ERVICE

 We would like to wish you a very 
 Merry Christmas and we look 
 forward to serving you in the 

 upcoming New Year!

 Randy & Diane
 Bob, Kevin & Bart

 www.hamptonsautoservice.com
 Phone: (423) 472-8768

 145 Stuckey Drive, Cleveland, TN 37312

CSCC announces new spring classes

Where were you at this point last year?
It’s that time again …
Some people will sign up for

gym memberships and then
stop going by mid-January.
Others will promise to clean up
their debt — until the first credit
card bill from Christmas comes
in. Still more will pledge to get a
new job, and never search
online or look through the want
ads.

If you made a New Year's res-
olution in 2016 and didn't follow
through, think about how you
would feel if you had stuck to it. 

You wouldn't still be feeling
tired from those times you got
up early this summer to run.
You wouldn't still be hungry
from that time you didn't order
a pizza, because you were stick-
ing to a budget. Your health and
money situation would be bet-

ter, you would feel better, and
you would have accomplished
your goal.

What if we told you that
accomplishing a goal wasn't as
hard as you thought? 

The secret to making a goal
into a reality is getting started
and taking small, consistent
steps.

Most people hear "losing 20
pounds" and think it has to
happen in a week. It doesn't. It’s
something that will require a lit-
tle sacrifice each day over a
period of time, not a crash
course in pain and discipline.

Getting started on something
is always the hardest part. But
once you've done it a few times,
it becomes part of your daily
routine. It doesn't become an
extra chore; it becomes some-

thing that is already in your
schedule.

Making a budget is the same
way. When you first make a
money plan, it won't work. 

It will barely work the second
month, but that is because you
are getting used to doing it. By
the third month, you’ll have a
much better feel for it, and your
stress level will go way down. It
just takes the determination to
get through the rough patches
that go with getting started.

We are on the cusp of 2017.
You can either fall into the same
trap as last year, or start mak-
ing a little effort. The race is
about to begin, and you’re at the
starting line. Get started, and
watch yourself grow!

—Used with permission from
DaveRamsey.com

 Don’t 
 Throw 

 Me 
 Away!

 I’m 
 Recyclable!



NEW YORK (AP) — In this era of
so-called Peak TV, the tally of
scripted series aired in 2016 is
closing in on 500. No wonder it’s so
hard to pick the best 2 percent of
the crop. But that doesn’t mean we
aren’t pleased to salute our 10 par-
ticular favorites. Here’s our honor
roll:

— “The A Word” (Sundance).
Loving parents Alison and Paul tell
themselves (and everyone else)
that there’s nothing wrong with
Joe, their 5-year-old son. But evi-
dence mounts. And then the
unavoidable truth: Joe is on the
autism spectrum. This bittersweet
six-episode drama (with a second
season announced) deals with a
child growing up in rural England
whose striking differences from
other kids ignite the question:
What constitutes “normal” and
what becomes of those who don’t
meet that standard? A beautiful
story, a terrific cast and a spectac-
ular performance by young Max
Vento, who plays Joe, makes “The
A Word” a unique exploration of a
family as loyal as it is in turmoil.

— “Atlanta” (FX). It takes a sure
hand to craft a series that blends a
pair of young musical strivers from
a downtrodden urban neighbor-
hood — while keeping the series
touching, relatable and funny. In
an age of TV comedy that takes
refuge in either irony, absurdity,
outrageousness or mawkishness,
creator-star-writer Donald Glover
has pulled off a minor miracle with
this gritty little show that blazes its
own path, strewn with setbacks
yet powered by hope. A fresh take
on the hip-hop world, “Atlanta”
never strikes a false note.

— “Billions” (Showtime). Chuck
Rhoades, the powerful and per-
verse U.S. Attorney, is in a cage
match with hedge-fund titan
Bobby Axelrod. The result is a deli-
cious drama of two Alpha Males
butting heads: Rhoades (played by
Paul Giamatti) wants to prosecute
Axelrod for financial fraud, while
the smooth, ever-calculating
Axelrod (Damian Lewis) dares him
to try. Adding to the spice is a third
corner of this triangle: Rhoades’
wife and Axe’s trusted adviser

(played by Maggie Siff) who, in con-
fronting her divided loyalties, is as
tough as either man. The result is
a wealth of intrigue.

— “Black Mirror” (Netflix). Six
new episodes on the Netflix site
have supplemented seven hours of
this nervous-making anthology
previously aired by British televi-
sion. The brainchild of British
writer-producer-mischief-maker
Charlie Brooker, this series defies
clear definition other than to say
(a) it deals with technology’s sly
cultural inroads, (b) it packs the
mind-expanding punch of a latter-
day “Twilight Zone,” and (c) it
reflects a certain, um, Brooker-
esque brand of mordant humor.
Every hour is different from the
others while each, in its own way,
is likely to leave you startled and
disturbed. It should come with a
warning: “Not To Be Missed, But
Proceed with Caution.”

— “Full Frontal with Samantha
Bee” (TBS). With her show teeing
up for a second season in early
2017, the time is past to celebrate
“Full Frontal” as an issues-and-
comedy series hosted by (go fig-
ure!) a woman. So let’s just cele-
brate Samantha Bee, who, now
even more than during her dozen
years as a “Daily Show” correspon-
dent, stays true to her name: nim-
ble and armed with a satirical sting
for her deserving targets. She’s a
bold champion of women’s inter-
ests, which are largely overlooked
in political humor. But guys are
welcome, too. They might learn
something and have a laugh, along
with getting stung now and then.

— “Making a Murderer” (Netflix).
To be technical, this 10-part
docuseries landed on the Netflix
site in mid-December 2015. But
early buzz spiked into a roar in the
new year. Filmed over a decade, it
tells the riveting, true-life story of
Steven Avery, who is first seen in
2003 returning home to
Wisconsin’s rural Manitowoc
County after 18 years’ imprison-
ment for sexual assault. After his
exoneration, Avery was a free man
for just two years. He was then
arrested for another crime — this
time, a grisly rape and murder. So

was his teenage nephew. Are they
guilty or being railroaded? It’s an
arresting thriller of mini-victories
and major setbacks in a halting
but dogged pursuit of justice.

— “The Night Of” (HBO). This
dark and irresistible murder mys-
tery stars John Turturro as near-
bottom-feeding lawyer John Stone
who stumbles on a righteous case:
Naz, a Pakistani-American college
student implicated as the killer of
an alluring young woman who,
after a chance encounter with him
one Friday night, brought him to
her bedroom. Never mind if Naz
did the crime (viewers don’t find
out until the end) — the legal sys-
tem is stacked against him at every
turn, and through the lengthy,
often dismaying process, Stone
fights on his behalf. Though a
scripted drama, “The Night Of” is
part of a new breed of law-and-
order storytelling that also
spawned “Making a Murderer” as
well as “O.J.: Made in America.”

— “O.J.: Made in America”
(ESPN). Arriving two decades after
O.J. Simpson was acquitted of
murder charges for the death of his
ex-wife and her friend, this five-
part documentary series covers
those ghastly slayings and the so-
called Trial of the Century in you-
ain’t-seen-nothing-yet detail. But it
goes even further, framing
Simpson’s life and career against
the racial turmoil and Civil Rights
struggle from which he was largely
insulated by the warm embrace of
celebrity and the white main-
stream. Packed with never-before-
seen footage, unreported details
and never-heard insights, it’s a
project that might have been dis-
missed as a true-crime rehash.
Instead, it’s not only illuminating
but often jaw-dropping.

— “This Is Us” (NBC). It isn’t
often that a scripted TV series can
be credited with being “humanis-
tic” — at least, not a show you can
sit through without grinding your
teeth. And yet this gentle ensemble
drama is pulling it off, and viewers
are loving it. Here is that rare
series that is neither aspirational
nor derisive in how its characters
are portrayed, but instead reflects

its viewers at their most goodwilled
and, well, humanistic. The inter-
secting sets of everyday characters
are depicted by a cast including
Mandy Moore, Milo Ventimiglia
and Sterling K. Brown in a display
of middle-class diversity that
serves as a welcome rebuttal to
this polarized age. Come to think of
it, maybe “This Is Us” shows us
what to aspire to, after all.

— “Westworld” (HBO). This
odyssey is simultaneously set in
an imagined sci-fi future and the
reimagined Old West in the form of
an epic theme park where lifelike
robots indulge every appetite of
paying guests. What measure of
depravity does this unleash in the
humans who treat themselves to
this dude ranch gone wild? And
what measure of upheaval is trig-
gered when the robots rebel? The
series’ visuals — both its western
splendor and its futuristic labs —
are spellbinding and seemingly as
boundless as its thematic sprawl.
Its ensemble (which includes
Anthony Hopkins, Ed Harris, Evan
Rachel Wood, Thandie Newton and
Jeffrey Wright) populates an any-
thing-goes getaway with aplomb
and shock value: Who — or what
— are the heroes here?

Stephen Sondheim and Tupac,
“Hamilton” helped Miranda break
into the mainstream in 2016. The
groundbreaking, biographical hip-
hop show tells the true story of an
orphan immigrant from the
Caribbean who rises to the highest
ranks of American society, told by
a young African-American and
Latino cast.

The cast went to the White
House in March to perform songs
from the show for the first family
and answer questions from school
children. A version of the show
opened in Chicago in October and
a production is slated to land in
California next year and in London
soon.

When the gold-winning U.S.
women’s gymnastics team
returned from the Rio Olympics,
where do you think they wanted to
go? “Hamilton,” naturally, which
they did in August.

The show’s effects were felt
across the nation this year,
cheered by politicians, stars and
rappers alike and even helping
shape the debate over the nation’s
currency (Hamilton stays on the
$10 bill, in part due to Miranda’s
show.)

But the musical also sparked
controversy when the cast deliv-

ered a pointed message about
diversity to Vice President-elect
Mike Pence while he attended a
performance in November.
President-elect Donald Trump
demanded an apology, which did
not come.

That kerfuffle was part of a
“Hamilton”-heavy fall that includ-
ed an album of celebrity covers
and songs called “The Hamilton
Mixtape,” as well as a documen-
tary on the show that aired on PBS
and attracted more than 3.6 mil-
lion television viewers.

Erin O’Neill of The Marietta
Times said Miranda dominated
entertainment news this year but,
more importantly, “opened a dia-
logue about government, the
founding of our country and the
future of politics in America.”

There’s more Miranda to come
in 2017, including filming Disney’s
“Mary Poppins Returns” with
Emily Blunt (due out Christmas
2018) and an ambitious TV and
film adaptation of the fantasy tril-
ogy “The Kingkiller Chronicle.”

“I’m back in a planting mode
after a harvest,” Miranda said,
laughing.

—-
Online: http://www.lin-

manuel.com

 40—Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, December 25, 2016 www.clevelandbanner.com

 WE AT WCI WOULD LIKE 
 TO WISH YOU AND YOUR 

 FAMILY A SAFE AND

 NEW YEAR’S
 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

 FOR BRADLEY COUNTY & CITY OF CLEVELAND
 We Will Be Running 
 Our Regular Pickup 

 Schedule For
 New Year’s Week.

 We’re so glad you called on us to fill your 
 needs this year, and we’ll be happy to 

 continue to help you through the holidays 
 and beyond.

 We wish everyone a very merry Christmas!

 479-9615

 95 Second Street, N.E., Cleveland

Lin-Manuel Miranda named AP Entertainer of the year
NEW YORK (AP) — Winning a

Pulitzer Prize and a clutch of Tony
Awards in a single one year would
be enough for anyone. Not Lin-
Manuel Miranda. Not in 2016.

The “Hamilton” writer-compos-
er picked up those honors and
also earned a Golden Globe nomi-
nation, won the Edward M.
Kennedy Prize for Drama Inspired
by American History, wrote music
for a top movie, and inspired a
best-selling book, a best-selling
album of “Hamilton” covers and a
popular PBS documentary.

A new honor came Wednesday
when Miranda bested Beyonce,
Adele and Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson, among others, to be
named The Associated Press
Entertainer of the Year, voted by
members of the news cooperative
and AP entertainment reporters.

“There’s been more than a little
good luck in the year itself and the
way it’s unfolded,” Miranda said
after being told of the honor. “I
continue to try to work on the
things I’ve always wanted to work
on and try to say yes to the oppor-
tunities that I’d kick myself forever
if I didn’t jump at them.”

Miranda joins the list of previ-
ous AP Entertainer of the Year
winners who in recent years have
included Adele, Taylor Swift,
Jennifer Lawrence, Lady Gaga,
Tina Fey and Betty White. The ani-
mated Disney juggernaut “Frozen”
captured the prize in 2014, and
“Star Wars” won last year. (By the
way, Miranda wrote one of the
songs in “The Force Awakens.”)

When he hosted “Saturday
Night Live” in October, he some-
what tongue-in-cheek acknowl-
edged the rarity of having a theater
composer as host, saying: “Most of
you watching at home have no
idea who I am.”

They surely must by now.
Miranda was virtually every-

where in popular culture this year
— stage, film, TV, music and poli-
tics, while engaging on social
media as he went. Like a lyric he
wrote for Alexander Hamilton, it
seemed at times that the non-stop
Miranda was working as if he was
“running out of time.”

Julio D. Diaz, of the Pensacola
News Journal, said Miranda
“made the whole world sing, dance
and think. Coupled with using his
prestige to become involved in
important sociopolitical issues,
there was no greater or more
important presence in entertain-
ment in 2016.”

Among the things Miranda did
this year are asking Congress to
help dig Puerto Rico out of its debt

crisis, getting an honorary doctor-
ate from the University of
Pennsylvania, performing at a
fundraiser for Hillary Clinton on
Broadway, lobbying to stop gun
violence in America and teaming
up with Jennifer Lopez on the ben-
efit single “Love Make the World
Go Round.”

He and his musical “Hamilton”
won 11 Tony Awards in June, but
perhaps his deepest contribution
that night was tearfully honoring
those killed hours before at an
Orlando nightclub with a beautiful
sonnet: “Love is love is love is love
is love is love is love is love, cannot
be killed or swept aside,” he said.
“Now fill the world with music, love
and pride.”

He started the year onstage in
the Broadway hit “Hamilton”
(which in 2015 had won a
Grammy and earned Miranda a
MacArthur genius grant) and
ended it with a Golden Globe nom-
ination for writing the song “How
Far I’ll Go” from “Moana,” which
was on top of the box office for
three weeks this month, earning
$165 million.

“I’ve been jumping from thing to
thing and what’s been thrilling is
to see the projects that happen
very quickly kind of exploding
side-by-side with the projects I’ve
been working on for years,”
Miranda said.

Though theater fans have long
cherished his fluency in both

AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File

In thIs OCt. 13 FIle photo, Columbia University President Lee Bollinger, left, reaches out to Lin-
Manuel Miranda, who was recognized for the Pulitzer Prize in Drama for "Hamilton," during the Pulitzer
Prize awards at Columbia University in New York.  Miranda, who was everywhere in popular culture this
year, was named The Associated Press Entertainer of the Year, voted by members of the news cooper-
ative. 

‘Black Mirror,’ ‘This Is Us,’ ‘Westworld’ among year’s best
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CROSSWORDCROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBy Eugene Sheffer

SUNDAY, DEC. 25, 2016

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:

Annie Lennox, 62; CCH Pounder, 64; Sissy

Spacek, 67; Jimmy Buffett, 70.

Happy Birthday: Emotional stress over

finances, settlements or other legal matters

will weigh heavily on you if you don't take

care of business and live within your means.

Work with the system to help you get the

most out of what's being offered. Choose

better health and a positive attitude by

adjusting your lifestyle to help achieve good

results. Your numbers are 3, 11, 22, 34, 38,

40, 43. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): An emotional

moment will turn into a lifetime of joy. A

chance to venture down a path you never

thought about before will open up, giving you

plenty to think about. A gesture of friendli-

ness will make someone's day. Romance is

highlighted.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put your dif-

ferences aside and opt to get along with

everyone. Sharing intelligent conversations

will far exceed getting into an argument with

someone who believes differently than you.

Family feuds are best put on the back burn-

er.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take the high

road and refuse to let anyone goad you into

a disagreement. Your contribution to any cel-

ebratory function should be physical rather

than financial. Offering help and being

pleasant will far outweigh indulgence and

discord.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Share your

feelings, concerns and your plans for the

future. Take a moment to listen to what oth-

ers have to say. The contributions made will

alter the way you think and how you move

forward. Children will offer unusual insight.  

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Family dynamics

can sometimes be difficult. Take a backseat

if heavy discussions break out. Instead, try

to enjoy eating good food, playing games

and sharing fond memories with your loved

ones. The choice is yours. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Avoid con-

frontations and be careful while traveling or

doing anything physically challenging.

Choose safety over showing off and peace

over conflict. Don't get angry at family mem-

bers when you should be affectionate

instead. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Stay out of

family feuds. Focus on trying new things.

Throw a few compliments out there and

refuse to let anything negative get to you. Tis

the season to be jolly, so head into get-

togethers with a positive attitude.  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A personal

change will have a lasting effect. Use your

skills to bring about positive changes. An

interesting conversation with someone will

spark an idea that could lead to a prosper-

ous endeavor. Keep an open mind and a

positive attitude.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):

Offering to help others will result in being

taken advantage of. Make suggestions or

offer referrals instead of being judgmental of

someone. It may be the season to give, but

first consider the cost.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take

care of unfinished business. Don't feel pres-

sured to do things just because someone

else is. Do whatever brings you the most joy.

Stay put if you don't feel up to traveling.

Keep your life simple and live within your

means. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don't let

the past lead to an emotional frenzy. Look to

the future with optimism. Don't give in to

those trying to dictate what you should do.

You have to make plans that suit you and

your own lifestyle.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Value your

relationships with friends and relatives.

Sharing memories and participating in the

spirit of the season will bring you closer to

the people who care most about you. You'll

receive something unexpected from some-

one special. Show appreciation.  

Birthday Baby: You are a visionary. You

are imaginative, insightful and ambitious.

MONDAY, DEC. 26, 2016

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:

Chris Daughtry, 37; Jared Leto, 45; Ozzie

Smith, 62; John Walsh, 71.

Happy Birthday: Use your imagina-

tion. Look at every angle of each situation

you encounter. The trick will be to avoid

overspending, overdoing and

overindulging. If you are bored and want to

make a change, consider altering your

appearance, meeting new friends or taking

on a creative project. Don't feel pressured

or guilty. Choose what makes you happy

and eases your stress. Your numbers are

5, 16, 20, 23, 32, 37, 45. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Think before

you say something you might regret. A situ-

ation will get blown out of proportion, making

it necessary for you to remain silent while

you consider all angles. Offer affection to

your loved ones. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A last-minute

invite will be met with mixed emotions.

Consider the impact your decision will have

on others. Don't try to fit too much into your

schedule. Take care of your own responsibil-

ities first. Personal improvements are

encouraged. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Look for

greater opportunities and ways you can

have an impact on the way you look and

what you have to offer. A serious discussion

within a partnership will lead to a positive

change in the upcoming year.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Listen care-

fully to what's being said. Emotional matters

could give you the impression one thing is

going to happen when something else winds

up taking place instead. Don't overreact, just

accept the inevitable and do what's best for

you. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Plan to have

some fun, but don't allow emotional spend-

ing to get you into financial trouble. If you

want to change things up a bit, start with the

relationships that you want to move forward

with.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If you feel

confused, ask questions. Don't let an emo-

tional situation drag you down. An older rel-

ative or youngster will test your patience.

Communication is favored over taking sud-

den action. Get the facts before you react. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Plan to make

change happen. Procrastination won't solve

your problems. Rely on your intuition to bring

about changes at home or at work. Feeling

good about what you do will set the stage for

future accomplishments. Get together with

friends or relatives. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Think mat-

ters through and you will come up with a

solution that will improve your surroundings

or your relationships. Don't let an emotional

incident lead to anger when laughter is the

better choice.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You'll

have difficulty ignoring your feelings. Getting

together with friends or family will be tire-

some and leave you questioning some of

the information that has been shared. You'll

have to decide what's fact and what's fiction.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You'll

have to walk a fine line when dealing with

friends or family. Choose your words wisely

and avoid indulgence. Offer insight, sugges-

tions and positive encouragement.

Someone from your past will cause confu-

sion, conflict and the need to reconsider

your options. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Rely on

what you have done in the past and put

together a plan geared to using your skills to

promote something you enjoy doing. Start

your own business or look for a job where

you can call your own shots. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Trust in

yourself and your abilities. Emotional out-

bursts will not help you solve problems. Look

for answers that are based on truth and

facts. Avoid arguing or getting into a no-win

situation with a friend or relative. 

Birthday Baby: You are outgoing, adapt-

able and astute. You are worldly and candid.

ASTROLOGYASTROLOGY By Eugenia Last

Contract Bridge Contract Bridge 
by Steve Becker

By Conrad Day

See
Answer on
Page 50
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SUNDAYDAYTIME DECEMBER 25, 2016
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30

WRCBNBC 3 Eyewitness News: Weekend Sunday Today Meet the Press (N) Å Church Paid Program Paid Program Exploration Christmas at Trinity Church An American Christmas Inside Edition PGA: Must-See Moments Action Sports
WELFTBN 4 Casey Treat Dr. Tony Ev Live/Passion! Touch Lives Franklin Turning Point Walk in the Winning Walk Prince Carpenter Jesse In Touch PowerPoint It Is Written Pathway Supernatural Kelinda John Hagee
WTNB 5 Around Town Westmore Church of God Book Around Town Around Town Wesley UMC Around Town Gaither Gospel Hour ’ Country Music Today
WFLICW 6 Fabric/Family Good News In Touch W/Charles Stanley Paid Program Paid Program Winter Key of David Red Bank Baptist Church Murdoch Mysteries Å Funniest-Christmas Nashville Holiday Music Happy Holidays America
WNGHPBS 7 “Cat in the Hat” “Curious George: A Very” Wild Kratts-Creature Peg Plus Cat Plus Holidays “Cat in the Hat” Mr. Stink ’ Å Christmas With the Duttons New Orleans Travelscope Christmas in Norway
DAYSTAR 8 Gospel Music Creflo Dollar Jack Graham Jentezen John Hagee Å Marriage Blessed Life In Touch Your Move Winning Walk Huch Ron Phillips Jewish Jesus Kerry Shook Joel Osteen Love Worth Ralph West
WTVCABC 9 Good Morning America (N) Good Morning Weekend Ankerberg Baptist The Disney Parks Magical Christmas Celebration (N) ’ Kids News Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program NBA NBA Basketball: Warriors at Cavaliers
WTCIPBS 10 “Cat in the Hat” “Curious George: A Very” Wild Kratts-Creature The First Silent Night Å Christmas With the Mormon Choir Jordan Smith ’Tis Happy Holidays Christmas at Belmont Å
WTVC2FOX 11 Weird Olivet Baptist Perry Stone Church J. Van Impe Chapel Fox News Sunday Gospel Superfest Holiday Stellar Tribute 2016 Holiday River Parade ›› “Lake Placid” (1999) Bill Pullman, Bridget Fonda.
WDEFCBS 12 Paid Program Abba’s In Search It Is Written CBS News Sunday Morning (N) ’ Å Face the Nation (N) Å Methodist BestPan! Paid Program Holiday Homecoming World’s Toughest Mudder World’s Strongest Man Final
QVC 13 Season’s Greetings Å Season’s Greetings
CSPAN 14 Washington Journal Live call-in program with officials. ’ Å Newsmakers First Lady C’mas Tree John Boehner Speaks Rep. Charles Rangel Sen. Sasse Fed. Judges-Romeo & Juliet L. Zeldin Washington 
WGN-A 15 Search--Way Your World Key of David Lost Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos
HSN 16 Financial Freedom Hour Electronic Connection (N) Suze Orman Financial Freedom Hour Financial wisdom from Suze Ormon. (N) Å Electronic Connection (N) Suze Orman Financial Freedom Hour Financial wisdom from Suze Ormon. (N) Å
E! 23 ››› “While You Were Sleeping” (1995) Sandra Bullock. Miss World 2016 (N) Å ››› “Love Actually” (2003, Romance-Comedy) Hugh Grant, Laura Linney. Å ›› “Stepmom” (1998, Drama) Julia Roberts. Å
ESQTV 24 Joyride Å Joyride Å Beowulf “The Return” Å Beowulf “The Gathering” Beowulf “Episode 103” Beowulf “Episode 104” Beowulf “Episode 105” Beowulf “Episode 106” Beowulf “Episode 107” Beowulf “Episode 108”
LIFE 25 In Touch W/Charles Stanley Amazing Jeremiah Joel Osteen Paid Program The Way Home Å ›› “Noel” (2004) Penélope Cruz, Susan Sarandon. Å “Finding Mrs. Claus” (2012) Mira Sorvino, Will Sasso. Å “The Christmas Gift” (2015)
TLC 26 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Makeup! Invasion of Cmas Lights Invasion of Christmas Light Extreme Christmas Trees ’ Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes
TBS 27 (6:00) “A Christmas Story” ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley.
TNT 28 (6:00) “A Christmas Story” ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley.
USA 29 (6:00) ›››› “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1946) Å (DVS) ›› “He’s Just Not That Into You” (2009) Ben Affleck. Å ›› “Couples Retreat” (2009) Vince Vaughn, Jason Bateman. Å ››› “Easy A” (2010) Emma Stone, Penn Badgley. Å
FX 30 ›› “Madagascar 3: Europe’s Most Wanted” (2012) ’ ››› “Puss in Boots” (2011) Salma Hayek ’ Å ›› “Rise of the Guardians” (2012) Voices of Chris Pine. ›› “Turbo” (2013) Voices of Ryan Reynolds. ’ Å ››› “The Croods” (2013)
ESPN 31 SportsCenter Å SportsCenter (N) Å SportsCenter (N) Å SportsCenter (N) Å SportsCenter NBA NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at New York Knicks. (N) (Live) Å PBA Bowling PBA Bowling
ESPN2 32 30 for 30 30 for 30 Å 30 for 30 Å 30 for 30 Å DRL Drone Racing DRL Drone Racing Sport Sci. Outside Lines
FSTN 33 Rodeo ERA: Sheridan, Wyo. Ship Shape Red Bull X Fighters Game 365 XTERRA Adv. John Calipari Kentucky World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour
SEC 34 (6:00) SEC Yule Log Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied You Don’t Know Bo Å SEC Storied Å
GOLF 35 A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas
FS1 36 Westminster Dog Show Westminster Dog Show Best of 2016 Westminster 2016 U.S. Open USGA 2016 Year in Review School of Rickey The Making of Mr. October Pirates Story 2016 World Series: Cubs vs. Indians Å
FSSE 37 Why Pressure Cooker? Ala.Bass Paid Program Destinatn O’Neill Out. Healthy Fried Food Clemson Rodeo RodeoHouston Super Shootout. Rodeo RodeoHouston Semifinal 1. Rodeo
WEA 38 AMHQ Weekend (N) Å Weekend Recharge (N) (Live) Å Geeks Vanish Amer Twist of Fate Twist of Fate Twist of Fate Twist of Fate Tornado Alley Å
CNBC 39 Stevie Paid Program Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Billion Dollar Buyer Å Billion Dollar Buyer Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Billion Dollar Buyer Å Billion Dollar Buyer Å
MSNBC 40 Caught Business Dateline Extra Å Dateline Extra Å Dateline Extra Å Dateline Extra Å Dateline Extra Å Dateline Extra Å Meet the Press Å Meet the Press Å
CNN 41 New Day Sunday (N) Å New Day Sunday (N) Å The Legacy of Barack Obama Å Reliable Sources (N) Å CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact
HDLN 42 This Is Life With Lisa Ling New Day Sunday (N) Å The Legacy of Barack Obama Å This Is Life With Lisa Ling Forensic File Forensic File CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact
FNC 43 (6:00) FOX and Friends Sunday (N) Å Sunday Morning Futures MediaBuzz (N) Å News HQ Housecall America’s News Headquarters (N) Å Bob Massi Is Jour.
HIST 44 Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars ’ Å Pawn Stars ’ Å The Lost Pyramid Ancient Egyptian pyramids. ’ Å America’s Greatest Prison Breaks ’ Å Atlantis Found ’ Å
TRUTV 45 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program 2 Sizes Slimmer! Paid Program Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Adam Ruins Late Snack Inside Jokes Inside Jokes
A&E 46 Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’ The Way Home ’ Å Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’
DISC 47 Paid Program Top Cooker Joel Osteen In Touch Dirty Jobs “Turkey Farmer” Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs “Penguin Keeper” Dirty Jobs “Reindeer Farm” Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs ’ Å
NGC 48 BestPan! Paid Program Total Gym Paid Program Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero “Winter Kill” Life Below Zero “Loaded” Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å
TRAV 49 Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum Mysteries at the Museum
FOOD 50 Southern P. Heaton Trisha’s Sou. Pioneer Wo. Guy’s, Bite Valerie Home Trisha’s Sou. Contessa Pioneer Wo. Farmhouse Giada’s Hol. Brunch at Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking
HGTV 51 Island Island Island Island Island Island Hawaii Life Hawaii Life Hawaii Life Hawaii Life Hawaii Life Hawaii Life Caribbean Caribbean Caribbean Caribbean Caribbean Caribbean
ANPL 52 Super Cute Yule Log (N) ’ Super Cute Yule Log Å Super Cute Yule Log ’ Tanked “Tricks and Trees” Tanked ’ Å Tanked ’ Å Tanked “Saved by the Spell” Tanked “Fish Flop Hip Hop” Tanked ’
FREE 53 ››› “The Search for Santa Paws” (2010) ’ Å (:10) ›› “Santa Buddies: The Legend of Santa Paws” (2009) ’ Å (:20) ››› “Arthur Christmas” (2011, Comedy) ’ Å (:25) ››› “The Polar Express” (2004, Fantasy) ’ Å Santa Claus
DISN 54 Doc McSt. The Lion Elena Mickey Elena Lego Frozen Mickey (:25) Bunk’d Bunk’d Å Jessie Å Jessie ’ Å Good Luck Jessie: NYC Good-Charlie Best Friends Best Friends Austin & Ally
NICK 55 Bubble PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol “Albert” (2016) ’ Å SpongeBob SquarePants ’ Å Loud House “Santa Hunters” (2014, Fantasy) ’ Å Ho Ho Holiday Special Henry Danger Thundermans
TOON 56 Gumball Gumball Teen Titans Teen Titans Teen Titans Teen Titans Teen Titans Teen Titans Teen Titans Mighty Magi. We Bare We Bare Gumball Gumball ›› “Alvin and the Chipmunks” (2007) Jason Lee.
TVLND 57 (:12) Roseanne ’ Å Roseanne ’ Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls (:12) The Golden Girls Å Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls
AMC 58 ››› “Two Mules for Sister Sara” (1970) Shirley MacLaine. ‘PG’ ››› “The Shootist” (1976, Western) John Wayne, Lauren Bacall. ‘PG’ ››› “The Cowboys” (1972) John Wayne. Rancher takes schoolboys on cattle drive. “The Outlaw Josey Wales”
TCM 59 (6:00) ›››› “Going My Way” (1944) ››› “Boys Town” (1938) Spencer Tracy. Å (DVS) ››› “The Robe” (1953) Richard Burton, Jean Simmons. Å ›››› “Ben-Hur” (1959, Historical Drama) Charlton Heston, Jack Hawkins.
HALL 60 “Christmas in Homestead” “Sleigh Bells Ring” (2016) Erin Cahill. Å “My Christmas Love” (2016, Romance) Å “Looks Like Christmas” (2016) Anne Heche. “A Perfect Christmas” (2016, Drama) Å “Christmas Cookies” (2016) Jill Wagner. Mistletoe
OXYGEN 61 Total Gym Paid Program Homicide for the Holidays Homicide for the Holidays Homicide for the Holidays Homicide for the Holidays Snapped “Michele Despain” Snapped “Amanda Kaur” Snapped “Melissa Cole” Snapped “Katey Passaniti”
BRAVO 62 (6:00) ›› “The Fighting Temptations” “Jingle All the Way 2” (2014) Larry the Cable Guy. Å ›› “Legally Blonde 2: Red, White & Blonde” (2003) Å Watch What Happens Live Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives
SYFY 63 Paid Program Paid Program The Twilight Zone ’ Å Twilight Zone ››› “Ice Twisters” (2009) Mark Moses. Å “Christmas Icetastrophe” (2014) Victor Webster. Å ›› “The 12 Disasters of Christmas” (2012) Ed Quinn. ››› Salt
SPIKE 64 Transform Total Gym Paid Program Paid Program ››› “Star Trek” (2009, Science Fiction) Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. ’ Å ››› “Thor” (2011, Action) Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman. ’ Å ››› “The Dark Knight Rises” (2012) ’
COM 65 Total Gym Prostate Com. Central South Park South Park ›› “Fun With Dick & Jane” (2005) Jim Carrey. Å Jeff Dunham Christmas Special Jeff Dunham: Unhinged Jeff Dunham Christmas ›› “We’re the Millers”
MTV 66 (6:00) “13 Going on 30” ’ ››› “Crazy, Stupid, Love.” (2011) Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling, Julianne Moore. ’ Å ››› “The Parent Trap” (1998, Comedy) Lindsay Lohan, Dennis Quaid. ’ Å ››› “Mean Girls” (2004) Lindsay Lohan. ’ Å
VH1 67 (6:00) › “Wild Wild West” (1999) ’ Å › “John Tucker Must Die” (2006) Jesse Metcalfe. ’ Å ››› “Pitch Perfect” (2012) Anna Kendrick, Skylar Astin. ’ Å (:10) ›› “She’s Out of My League” (2010) Jay Baruchel, Alice Eve, T.J. Miller. ’ Å
CMTV 68 CMT Music ’ Å CMT Music ’ Å Hot 20 Countdown “Holiday Salute” From the U.S. Naval Base in Bahrain. Å ››› “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” (2000) George Clooney. Å ››› “Tombstone” (1993) Kurt Russell.
BET 69 Derek Grier Carpenter Paid Program Abundant ›› “Sparkle” (2012, Drama) Jordin Sparks, Whitney Houston, Derek Luke. Å (:10) ››› “Ray” (2004) Jamie Foxx, Kerry Washington. Ray Charles overcomes hardships to become a legend.
SCIENCE 83 (:02) MythBusters ’ Å (:04) MythBusters ’ Å (:06) MythBusters ’ Å (:08) MythBusters ’ Å (:10) MythBusters ’ Å (:12) MythBusters ’ Å (:14) MythBusters “Franklin’s Kite” Å (:16) MythBusters ’ Å MythBusters
CSPAN2 85 Joseph Beck Discusses After Words Author Tim Wu. Year of Voting Dangerously Dana Perino Discusses Megyn Kelly Discusses After Words Jason Brennan. Becky Bond and Zack Exley (:15) In Depth The attack on Pearl Harbor. ’
EWTN 100 St. Michael Holy Rosary Solemn Mass of Christmas (N) Bookmark Father Rutler At Home with Jim and Joy Holy Rosary Solemn Mass of Christmas Day (N) Catholic University of America’s Christmas Urbi et Orbi Holy Rosary
WPXA ION 107 Jeremiah Youssef In Touch W/Charles Stanley Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Leverage “The Snow Job” Leverage “The Studio Job” Leverage ’ Å
DISXD 117 Atomic Counter Guardians Ultimate Spider-Man Yo-Kai Watch Wander Mickey (:15) Phineas and Ferb Future-Worm! Right Now Pickle-Peanut Penn Zero Kirby Buckets Lab Rats Lab Rats Phineas, Ferb
GSN 144 Paid Program Paid Program Makeup! Paid Program The Chase Å The Chase Å The Chase Å The Chase Å The Chase Å Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud
COOK 153 Good Eats Good Eats Good Eats Good Eats Fact or Fict Fact or Fict Pizza Mastrs Beach Bites MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’
WE 163 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program (:15) Will & Grace ’ Å Will & Grace Will & Grace (11:48) ››› “Hook” (1991, Fantasy) Dustin Hoffman, Robin Williams, Julia Roberts. ›› “You’ve Got Mail”
GALA 217 Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado › “Santa Claus” (1959, Fantasía) José Elías Moreno. Grandma Got Run Over El Chavo El Chavo El Chavo Chespirito Chespirito
TELE 223 Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Pagado Astral: Refugiados en el Mar ’ (SS) “Maria” (2012) Alissa Jung. La vida de María de Nazaret, madre de el Salvador. ’ (SS)
UNIV 224 Pagado Pagado Programa Pagado Planeta U (N) (SS) Premios Juventud Destacados de la entrega de Premios Juventud 2016. (N) El Juego de Las Estrellas La Rosa de Guadalupe (N) Lo Mejor de Primer Impacto
NBCSP 311 (6:00) Mecum Auto Auctions Mecum Auto Auctions “Dallas” Classic car auction from Dallas, Texas. Mecum Auto Auctions “Indianapolis” Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. Mecum Auto Auctions Classic car auction from Kissimmee, Fla.
DLC 319 Celebration Stoppers Didn’t See It Stories: Worst Day Ever Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’

SUNDAYAFTERNOON/EVENING DECEMBER 25, 2016
4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30

WRCBNBC 3 (3:30) Action Sports (N) ’ Spartan Race (N) ’ Å News Nightly News Football Night in America (N) ’ (Live) Å (:20) NFL Football Denver Broncos at Kansas City Chiefs. (N) ’ (Live) Å News Scandal ’ Å
WELFTBN 4 John Hagee Marriage Bal. Living Hope for the Potters Joyce Meyer Lead Way Blessed Life Joel Osteen Kerry Shook K. Copeland Creflo Dollar › “The Christmas Candle” (2013) Hans Matheson. Å “Greatest Story”
WTNB 5 Perry Stone Around Town Around Town Around Town Unity Bluegrass Gaither Gospel Hour ’ Westmore Church of God Around Town Around Town Around Town
WFLICW 6 Red Bank Baptist Church Friends ’ Friends ’ Access Hollywood (N) Å American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior Bones ’ Å Ring of Honor Wrestling The Middle The Middle Anger Anger
WNGHPBS 7 Christmas With the Mormon Southern Celtic Christmas Happy Holidays Fox Theater-Legend Lives Call the Midwife Holiday Special (N) Å Great Performances Richard’s path to the throne. (N) ’ Å The American St. Nick ’
DAYSTAR 8 Tommy Bates Keith Moore Jeremiah Ankerberg Jeffress F.K. Price T.D. Jakes Dale Bronner Rejoice in the Lord Ankerberg Michael Rod Parsley The Dream Hal Lindsey End of Age Jentezen Brian Carn
WTVCABC 9 NBA Basketball NBA Basketball Chicago Bulls at San Antonio Spurs. (N) (Live) Å NBA Post. ›››› “Beauty and the Beast” (1991) Robby Benson Speechless blackish ’ News Full Measure Ring of Honor Wrestling
WTCIPBS 10 Christmas With the Mormon Weekend Southern All Creatures Great & Small New Orleans Call the Midwife Holiday Special (N) Å Great Performances Richard’s path to the throne. (N) ’ Å Secrets of the Dead ’ Rick Steves
WTVC2FOX 11 2 Broke Girls 2 Broke Girls Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Big Bang Burgers Burgers Simpsons Son of Zorn Family Guy Last Man News at 10 Seinfeld ’ CSI: Miami ’ Å Last-Standing Last-Standing
WDEFCBS 12 MVP: Superstars & Their Magnificent Lights Festival Paid Program CBS News 60 Minutes (N) ’ Å I Love Lucy Christmas The Dick Van Dyke Show MacGyver “Toothpick” ’ News Joel Osteen 1st Centenary UMC Holiday
QVC 13 Season’s Greetings Season’s Greetings
CSPAN 14 (3:33) Washington This Week ’ Å Newsmakers Washington This Week ’ Å Q & A Author Mark Danner. Politico Hosts Women Rule Fourth Annual Summit (N) ’ Q & A Author Mark Danner. Valerie Jarrett Speaks
WGN-A 15 Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos Bones ’ Å Bones ’ Å
HSN 16 Electronic Connection (N) Suze Orman Financial Freedom Hour Financial wisdom from Suze Ormon. (N) Å Electronic Connection (N) Suze Orman Financial Freedom Hour (N) Å Fine Jewelry Clearance Jewelry Clearance (N) Å
E! 23 Stepmom ›› “Stepmom” (1998, Drama) Julia Roberts, Susan Sarandon. Å ›››› “Forrest Gump” (1994, Comedy-Drama) Tom Hanks, Robin Wright. Å ›››› “Forrest Gump” (1994, Comedy-Drama) Tom Hanks, Robin Wright. Å
ESQTV 24 Beowulf “Episode 109” Beowulf “Episode 110” Beowulf “Episode 111” Beowulf “Episode 112” Beowulf “Episode 113” Team Ninja Warrior Å Team Ninja Warrior Å Team Ninja Warrior Å Team Ninja Warrior Å
LIFE 25 (3:00) “The Christmas Gift” “Christmas in the City” (2013) Ashley Williams. Å “Dear Santa” (2011) Amy Acker, Brooklynn Proulx. Å ›› “Christmas With the Kranks” (2004) Tim Allen. Å (:02) “Dear Santa” (2011, Drama) Amy Acker. Å
TLC 26 Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Sister Wives “Guide to Wedded Bliss” Special moments from three weddings. (N) ’ Sister Wives Special moments from three weddings. ’
TBS 27 ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ››› “Transformers” (2007) Shia LaBeouf. Two races of robots wage war on Earth. People of People of People of People of
TNT 28 ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. ›››› “A Christmas Story” (1983) Peter Billingsley. The Librarians (N) Å ››› “The LEGO Movie” (2014) Voices of Chris Pratt. The Librarians Å “Librarian: Quest”
USA 29 ››› “Bridesmaids” (2011) Kristen Wiig, Maya Rudolph. Å (DVS) ›› “Madea’s Witness Protection” (2012) Tyler Perry, Eugene Levy. Å › “A Madea Christmas” (2013) Å (DVS) (:35) ›› “The Proposal” (2009) Sandra Bullock. Å (DVS)
FX 30 (3:00) ››› “The Croods” ››› “Kung Fu Panda 2” (2011) Voices of Jack Black. ››› “How to Train Your Dragon 2” (2014) Voices of Jay Baruchel. ’ ››› “How to Train Your Dragon 2” (2014) Voices of Jay Baruchel. ’ ››› “The Croods” (2013)
ESPN 31 PBA Bowling Questionable Outside Lines E:60 (N) SC Featured (N) SportsCenter (N) Å NBA Basketball Minnesota Timberwolves at Oklahoma City Thunder. (N) NBA Basketball Los Angeles Clippers at Los Angeles Lakers. (N) Å
ESPN2 32 Billiards Trick Shot Magic. Billiards Trick Shot Magic. College Basketball College Basketball SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) Å
FSTN 33 World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour World Poker Tour
SEC 34 SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å SEC Film Rm SEC Film Rm
GOLF 35 A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas A Very Feherty Christmas
FS1 36 World Series Confessions of a Cubs Fan Westminster Dog Show Westminster Dog Show Best of 2016 Westminster 2015 U.S. Open: Speith’s 2016 U.S. Open USGA 2016 Year in Review Herd for the Holidays Å Heaven Sent
FSSE 37 (3:30) Rodeo RodeoHouston Semifinal 2. Georgia Tech Texas Bowl Cotton Bowl Clemson XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA Adv. XTERRA USA Championship XTERRA 
WEA 38 Tornado Alley Å Tornado Alley Å Secrets of the Earth Å Secrets of the Earth Å Secrets of the Earth Å That’s Amazing “Guardians” Strangest Weather on Earth Strangest Weather on Earth That’s Amazing “Guardians”
CNBC 39 Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å
MSNBC 40 Dateline Extra Å Dateline Extra “The Deed” Dateline Extra Å Lockup Orange County Lockup: Raw Å Lockup Orange County Lockup: Tampa Lockup: Tampa Lockup: Savannah
CNN 41 Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact
HDLN 42 Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact
FNC 43 America’s News HQ Perino & Stirewalt: I’ll Tell You What (N) Å Special Report Watters’ World Å The Greg Gutfeld Show Fox News Reporting Å Fox Report Å
HIST 44 Roanoke: Search for the Lost Colony ’ Å American Pickers ’ American Pickers ’ Å American Pickers ’ American Pickers ’ Å American Pickers ’ Å (:03) American Pickers ’ (12:04) American Pickers ’
TRUTV 45 Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers
A&E 46 Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds ’ Leah Remini: Scientology Leah Remini: Scientology Leah Remini: Scientology Leah Remini: Scientology (:01) Hoarders Overload ’ The First 48 The First 48 Leah Remini: Scientology
DISC 47 Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs “Cricket Farmer” Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs “Fossil Hunter” Dirty Jobs ’ Å Dirty Jobs “Buoy Cleaner” Dirty Jobs “Dirty Holidays” Dirty Jobs “Marble Maker”
NGC 48 Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å Life Below Zero Å
TRAV 49 Mysteries at the Museum Food Paradise Å Food Paradise Å Food Paradise “Italian Eats” Food Paradise Å Alaska: Water and Ice (N) Xtreme Waterparks Å Waterparks Waterparks Alaska: Water and Ice Å
FOOD 50 Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Guy’s Grocery Games Å Guy’s Grocery Games Å Holiday Baking Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives Cooks vs. Cons Å Holiday Baking
HGTV 51 Caribbean Caribbean Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Caribbean Caribbean Island Life Island Life Hunters Hunters Int’l Caribbean Caribbean
ANPL 52 Tanked “DJ of Dragons” ’ Tanked ’ Å Tanked ’ Tanked ’ Tanked: Merry Fishmas Wayde and Brett build a snow globe tank. (N) ’ (:01) Tanked ’ (12:01) Tanked ’ Å
FREE 53 Santa Claus Year Without a Santa Claus (:40) ››› “Elf” (2003) Will Ferrell, James Caan. ’ Å (:45) ››› “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” (1989) ’ Å (9:55) ››› “Scrooged” (1988) Bill Murray. ’ Å Joel Osteen Dr. Jeremiah
DISN 54 Austin & Ally Girl Meets Girl Meets K.C. Under. K.C. Under. Liv-Mad. Liv-Mad. Cali Style “Good Luck Charlie, It’s Christmas!” (2011) Liv-Mad. Girl Meets K.C. Under. Bizaardvark MECH-X4 ’ Austin & Ally Jessie Å
NICK 55 Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Nicky, Ricky Ho Ho Holiday Special “Santa Hunters” (2014, Fantasy) ’ Å Game Full House Full House Full House Full House Friends Friends Friends ’ (:33) Friends
TOON 56 Madagascar Panda Gumball Teen Titans ››› “Shrek” (2001, Comedy) Voices of Mike Myers. King of Hill King of Hill Burgers Burgers Family Guy Family Guy Rick, Morty Pretty Face Squidbillies Boondocks
TVLND 57 Golden Girls Golden Girls Reba Å Reba Å Reba Å Reba Å Reba Å Reba Å Reba Å Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King King King
AMC 58 (3:00) ››› “The Outlaw Josey Wales” (1976) ‘PG’ ››› “El Dorado” (1967, Western) John Wayne, Robert Mitchum, James Caan. ‘NR’ ›› “Big Jake” (1971, Western) John Wayne, Richard Boone. ‘PG-13’ ››› “Rio Bravo” (1959) John Wayne.
TCM 59 (1:00) ›››› “Ben-Hur” ››› “King of Kings” (1961) Jeffrey Hunter. Orson Welles narrates the story of Jesus. ›››› “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” (1936) Gary Cooper. ›››› “Sullivan’s Travels” (1941) Å (:45) ›››› “It Happened One Night”
HALL 60 “The Mistletoe Promise” “My Christmas Dream” (2016, Drama) Å “A Heavenly Christmas” (2016, Drama) Å When Calls the Heart (N) Å “Crown for Christmas” (2015) Danica McKellar. Å “A Christmas Detour” (2015) Å
OXYGEN 61 Snapped “Karen Newell” Snapped “Jackie Postma” Snapped “Ghazal Mansury” Snapped Å Snapped “Diane Borchardt” Snapped “Kim Long” Å Snapped “Susan Walls” Snapped Å Snapped “Donna Cobb”
BRAVO 62 Housewives Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. ››› “The Devil Wears Prada” (2006) Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway. ››› “The Devil Wears Prada” (2006) Meryl Streep.
SYFY 63 (3:30) ››› “Salt” (2010) Angelina Jolie. ›› “Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull” (2008) Harrison Ford. Å ››› “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade” (1989) Harrison Ford, Sean Connery. Å › “Land of the Lost” (2009) Will Ferrell.
SPIKE 64 (2:30) ››› “The Dark Knight Rises” (2012) Christian Bale. ’ Å ››› “Thor” (2011, Action) Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman. ’ Å ››› “The Dark Knight Rises” (2012, Action) Christian Bale. Batman faces a masked villain named Bane. ’ Å
COM 65 (3:00) ›› “We’re the Millers” (2013) Jennifer Aniston. (5:50) ›› “Meet the Fockers” (2004) Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller. Å ›› “We’re the Millers” (2013) Jennifer Aniston, Jason Sudeikis. Å Kevin Hart: Grown Little Man Kevin Hart: Laugh
MTV 66 ››› “Crazy, Stupid, Love.” (2011) Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling, Julianne Moore. ’ Å ››› “The Parent Trap” (1998, Comedy) Lindsay Lohan, Dennis Quaid. ’ Å ››› “Mean Girls” (2004) Lindsay Lohan. ’ Å America’s Next Top Model
VH1 67 (3:50) ››› “Zoolander” (2001) Ben Stiller. ’ Å › “John Tucker Must Die” (2006) Jesse Metcalfe. ’ Å ››› “Pitch Perfect” (2012) Anna Kendrick, Skylar Astin. ’ Å America’s Next Top Model K. Michelle Love & Hip Hop ’ Å
CMTV 68 (2:30) ››› “Tombstone” (1993) Å ››› “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” (2000) George Clooney. Å ››› “Tombstone” (1993, Western) Kurt Russell, Val Kilmer, Michael Biehn. Å Steve Austin’s Broken Skull Cops Rel. Cops Rel.
BET 69 (:10) ››› “Get On Up” (2014) Chadwick Boseman. Singer James Brown rises from poverty to become the Godfather of Soul. Å ›› “The Five Heartbeats” (1991, Musical) Robert Townsend, Michael Wright, Leon. Å Abundant Paid Program
SCIENCE 83 MythBusters (:20) MythBusters ’ Å (:22) MythBusters ’ Å (:24) MythBusters ’ Å (:26) MythBusters ’ Å MythBusters ’ Å (:34) MythBusters ’ Å (:38) MythBusters ’ Å (:42) MythBusters “Shattering Subwoofer”
CSPAN2 85 (2:15) In Depth ’ J. Rosen and C. Buckley Medea Benjamin Discusses Kingdom Heather Hendershot Discusses Open After Words ’ Chandeliers Churchill’s Dana Perino Discusses After Words ’
EWTN 100 GK Chesterton Traveling playwright creates puppets. Å Choir Vatican Midnight Mass From the Holy Land Celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation. Christmas Joy of Music Best of Mother Angelica Solemn Mass of Christmas
WPXA ION 107 Leverage ’ Å Leverage ’ Å Leverage ’ Å ››› “Apollo 13” (1995, Historical Drama) Tom Hanks, Bill Paxton. Premiere. ’ ››› “Apollo 13” (1995, Historical Drama) Tom Hanks, Bill Paxton, Kevin Bacon. ’
DISXD 117 Phineas, Ferb Toy Story ››› “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” (1971) Lab Rats Lab Rats Kickin’ It Penn Zero Penn Zero Mickey Ultimate Spider-Man Guardians Mighty Med Kickin’ It Zeke
GSN 144 Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Baggage Baggage
COOK 153 MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’ MasterChef Canada ’
WE 163 (3:00) ›› “You’ve Got Mail” (1998) ›› “You’ve Got Mail” (1998, Romance-Comedy) Tom Hanks, Meg Ryan. ›› “Sweet Home Alabama” (2002) Reese Witherspoon, Josh Lucas. ›› “Sweet Home Alabama” (2002) Reese Witherspoon, Josh Lucas.
GALA 217 “12 Dog Days Till Christmas” (2014) Reginald VelJohnson. “Merry Kissmas” (2015) Karissa Staples, Brant Daugherty. La Familia La Familia Vecinos Vecinos La Rosa de Guadalupe María María
TELE 223 (1:00) “Maria” (2012) ’ (SS) Noticiero Tel. Conductas Videos Asombrosos (SS) ››› “Seabiscuit” (2003, Drama) Tobey Maguire, Jeff Bridges, Chris Cooper. ’ (SS) Don Francisco te invita (N) Titulares Conductas “Beverly Hills Chihuahua 3:”
UNIV 224 P. Luche Noticiero República Deportiva (N) Fútbol Central (N) Fútbol Mexicano Primera División: La Gran Final, Vuelta “Pastorela” (2011) Joaquín Cosio, Eduardo España. República Deportiva (N)
NBCSP 311 (1:30) Mecum Auto Auctions “Kissimmee” Classic car auction from Kissimmee, Fla. Mecum Auto Auctions “Monterey” From Monterey, Calif. Mecum Auto Auctions
DLC 319 Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories of the E.R. ’ Untold Stories- Holiday ER Santa Sent Me to the ER ’ Sex Sent Me to the E.R. ’ Untold Stories- Holiday ER Santa Sent Me to the ER ’
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WEEKDAY DAYTIME

7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30
WRCBNBC 3 Today Today’s Take Today 3 Plus You Eyewitness News Today Days of our Lives Rachael Ray Crime Watch Daily
WELFTBN 4 Joel Osteen Prince Walk in the Joyce Meyer Creflo Dollar John Hagee Joel Osteen Prince K. Copeland Kerry Shook S. Furtick Blessed Life Marriage Varied Robison Varied The 700 Club
WTNB 5 Coffee, Country & Cody Around Town Varied WTNB Today Nancy’s Neighborhood Around Town WTNB Today
WFLICW 6 Sacred Name Dish Nation Paid Program Oasis Paid Program ES.TV The Real Maury Jerry Springer The Steve Wilkos Show The Wendy Williams Show The Robert Irvine Show
WNGHPBS 7 Wild Kratts Ready Jet Nature Cat Curious Daniel Tiger Daniel Tiger Splash Sesame St. Dinosaur Peg Plus Cat Downton Abbey Varied Programs Downton Abbey Downton Abbey
DAYSTAR 8 Joni: Table T.D. Jakes Robison A. Wommack Varied Today Religious Benny Hinn Varied Enjoying-Life Marcus and Joni Varied Programs Supernatural Today Prince Gary Keesee
WTVCABC 9 Good Morning America LIVE with Kelly The Doctors The View News This n That The Chew General Hospital Steve Harvey
WTCIPBS 10 Wild Kratts Ready Jet Nature Cat Curious Daniel Tiger Daniel Tiger Splash Sesame St. Dinosaur Peg Plus Cat Super Why! Thomas & Fr. Sesame St. Dinosaur Splash Curious Nature Cat Ready Jet
WTVC2FOX 11 GMC: FOX Edition Harry Divorce Court Divorce Court The People’s Court Hot Bench Hot Bench Judge Ross Judge Ross Judge Faith Judge Faith Judge Mathis
WDEFCBS 12 CBS This Morning The 700 Club Judge Judy Paid Program The Price Is Right News The Young and the Restless Bold The Talk Let’s Make a Deal
QVC 13 Varied Programs
CSPAN 14 Washington Journal Public Affairs Events Varied Programs Public Affairs
WGN-A 15 Paid Program Joyce Meyer Prince Creflo Dollar Walker, Texas Ranger Walker, Texas Ranger Walker, Texas Ranger In the Heat of the Night In the Heat of the Night In the Heat of the Night In the Heat of the Night
HSN 16 HSN Today HSN Today Varied Programs
E! 23 E! News Varied Programs
ESQTV 24 American Ninja Warrior Varied Programs American Ninja Warrior Varied Programs American Ninja Warrior Varied Programs American Ninja Warrior Varied Programs American Ninja Warrior
LIFE 25 Paid Program Varied How I Met How I Met Varied Programs
TLC 26 Varied Programs
TBS 27 Varied Programs
TNT 28 Charmed Charmed Charmed Supernatural Supernatural Supernatural Supernatural Bones Varied Programs
USA 29 Varied Programs
FX 30 Movie Varied Programs Two Men How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met Two Men Two Men
ESPN 31 SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter Varied Programs
ESPN2 32 (6:00) Mike & Mike First Take His & Hers Varied Programs
FSTN 33 Varied Programs
SEC 34 Varied Programs The Paul Finebaum Show
GOLF 35 Varied Programs
FS1 36 Varied Programs Skip and Shannon: Undisputed The Herd with Colin Cowherd Undisputed
FSSE 37 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Varied Programs
WEA 38 (6:00) AMHQ Weather Center Live Weather Center Live Weather Center Live
CNBC 39 Squawk Box Varied Programs Squawk on the Street Varied Programs Squawk Alley Fast Money Varied Power Lunch Varied Programs Closing Bell Varied
MSNBC 40 (6:00) Morning Joe MSNBC Live MSNBC Live MSNBC Live MSNBC Live MSNBC Live MSNBC Live MSNBC Live
CNN 41 Chris and Alisyn Chris and Alisyn CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom At This Hour With At This Hour With Wolf CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom
HDLN 42 Morning Express Chris and Alisyn CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom Michaela Michaela Wolf CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom
FNC 43 (6:00) FOX and Friends America’s Newsroom Happening Now Outnumbered Happening Now America’s News HQ Shepard Smith Reporting
HIST 44 Varied Programs
TRUTV 45 Varied Programs Paid Program Paid Program Varied Programs Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers
A&E 46 Parking Wars Parking Wars Dog Dog Dog Varied Programs The First 48
DISC 47 Paid Program Paid Program Joyce Meyer Paid Program Varied Programs
NGC 48 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Varied Programs Primal Survivor Life Below Zero
TRAV 49 Paid Program Paid Program Varied Programs
FOOD 50 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Pioneer Wo. Varied Programs Pioneer Wo. Pioneer Wo. Varied Programs
HGTV 51 Varied Programs
ANPL 52 Varied Programs
FREE 53 Movie Varied Programs 700 Club The 700 Club The Middle Varied Programs Movie Varied
DISN 54 Doc McSt. PJ Masks The Lion The Lion Mickey Mouse Clubhouse Elena Varied Programs
NICK 55 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Team Umiz. Rusty Rivets Blaze PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol PAW Patrol Movie Varied Programs
TOON 56 Teen Titans Teen Titans Gumball Gumball Teen Titans Teen Titans Mighty Magi. Teen Titans Teen Titans Powerpuff Steven Univ. Steven Univ. Gumball Gumball Clarence Clarence Teen Titans Teen Titans
TVLND 57 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Bonanza Gunsmoke Gunsmoke (:05) Gunsmoke
AMC 58 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Movie Varied Programs Breaking Bad (:04) Breaking Bad (:08) Breaking Bad (:12) Breaking Bad
TCM 59 (5:45) Movie Movie Varied (:15) Movie Varied Programs (:15) Movie Varied Programs Movie Varied Programs
HALL 60 (6:00) Movie Movie Home & Family The Middle The Middle The Middle The Middle Movie
OXYGEN 61 Varied Programs
BRAVO 62 Varied Programs
SYFY 63 (6:30) Movie Varied Programs
SPIKE 64 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Varied Programs
COM 65 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program (:15) Movie Varied Programs South Park South Park South Park South Park Varied Programs
MTV 66 Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Varied Programs
VH1 67 Wayans Bros. Wayans Bros. Wayans Bros. Wayans Bros. Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Movie Varied Programs
CMTV 68 CMT Music CMT Music CMT Music Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba
BET 69 Prince Paid Program Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Varied Programs Movie
SCIENCE 83 (:02) MythBusters (:04) MythBusters (:06) MythBusters (:08) MythBusters (:10) MythBusters (:12) MythBusters (:14) MythBusters MythBusters Varied MythBusters Varied
CSPAN2 85 (5:00) Public Affairs Events Varied Programs Public Affairs Varied Programs
EWTN 100 St. Michael Holy Rosary Daily Mass - Olam Varied Programs Mother Varied Women of Holy Rosary Daily Mass - Olam The Best of Journey Home Varied Programs Chaplet Intl. Rosary
WPXA ION 107 Paid Program Feldick Varied Programs Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Varied Programs
DISXD 117 Walk the Lab Rats MECH-X4 Yo-Kai Watch Beyblade Kirby Buckets Kirby Buckets Lab Rats Lab Rats Right Now Phineas, Ferb Phineas, Ferb Spider-Man Spider-Man Yo-Kai Watch Yo-Kai Watch Phineas, Ferb MECH-X4
GSN 144 Paid Program Paid Program Match Game Match Game Card Sharks Press Luck Whammy! $25,000 Pyr. Wheel Wheel Wheel Wheel Family Feud Family Feud Chain Rctn Chain Rctn Catch 21 Chain Rea.
COOK 153 Varied Programs
WE 163 Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Paid Program Law Order: CI Varied Law Order: CI Varied Law Order: CI Varied Law Order: CI Varied Law Order: CI Varied Law Order: CI Varied
GALA 217 Noticias Dan. (:33) Despierta con Carlos Loret de Mola Al Aire, con Paola Rojas (:03) La que no podía amar Navidad Sin Fin Atrévete a Soñar Atrévete a Soñar Chespirito Cuéntamelo Ya
TELE 223 Un Nuevo Día Decisiones Tormenta de Pasiones Imperio Más Sabe el Diablo Suelta la Sopa Lo Mejor de Caso Cerrado
UNIV 224 ·Despierta América! Amor bravío Noticiero Hoy A Que No Me Dejas Como Dice el Dicho
NBCSP 311 Pro Ftb Talk Varied Programs Auctions Varied Programs
DLC 319 A Baby Story A Baby Story A Baby Story A Baby Story Hoarding: Buried Alive Trauma: Life in the ER Untold Stories of the E.R. Varied Programs

MONDAYAFTERNOON/EVENING DECEMBER 26, 2016
4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30

WRCBNBC 3 The Ellen DeGeneres Show Live at 5:00 Live at 5:30 News Nightly News Ent. Tonight Inside Edition Hairspray Live! Tracy Turnblad fights segregation. ’ Å News Tonight Show-J. Fallon Seth Meyers
WELFTBN 4 John Hagee Jewish Jesus Because of Bethlehem Å Call2All Rodriguez Potters the Bible GregLau Franklin J. Duplantis ›› “Love Comes Softly” (2003) Å Graham Joel Osteen Perry Stone
WTNB 5 Nancy’s Neighborhood WTNB Today Body Southern-Fit Deals Around Town Around Town Around Town Around Town Texas Music Around Town Around Town
WFLICW 6 Maury ’ Å Name Game Name Game Millionaire Millionaire Family Feud Family Feud iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2016 ’ Å Whose Line Mod Fam Mod Fam Hollywood No-Dentures Two Men Two Men
WNGHPBS 7 (3:57) Downton Abbey on Masterpiece ’ Å (5:55) Downton Abbey on Masterpiece ’ Å Fox Theater-Legend Lives Independent Lens “Meet the Patels” (N) ’ BrainFit: 50 Ways to Grow Your Brain With Daniel JJ Virgin
DAYSTAR 8 Mission Bill Winston Love a Child Jewish Voice Hour of Sal Creflo Dollar Manna Fest John Hagee Rod Parsley Joni: Table Marcus and Joni J. Duplantis Ron Carp. Kenneth W. K. Copeland Robison Enjoying-Life
WTVCABC 9 Dr. Phil ’ Å News News News World News Wheel Jeopardy! (N) Happy New Year Charlie Rudolph’s Shiny New Year American Baking Show News (:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live ’ (:37) Nightline
WTCIPBS 10 Odd Squad Odd Squad Wild Kratts Arthur ’ (EI) World News Business Rpt. PBS NewsHour (N) ’ Å Antiques Roadshow Å Antiques Roadshow Å Independent Lens “Meet the Patels” Å World News Charlie Rose (N) ’ Å
WTVC2FOX 11 Harry (N) ’ Å Family Feud Family Feud Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Big Bang Gotham ’ Å (DVS) (:01) Lucifer “Lady Parts” ’ News at 10 Seinfeld ’ Last-Standing Last-Standing Paid Program 2 Broke Girls
WDEFCBS 12 The Dr. Oz Show ’ Å Judge Judy Judge Judy News 12 at 6 CBS News Prime News Andy Griffith Kevin Can Man-Plan Kevin Can Man-Plan Scorpion “Fish Filet” Å News Late Show-Colbert Corden
QVC 13 Susan Graver Style Å Inspired Style (N) Å LOGO by Lori Goldstein Å Isaac Mizrahi Live! Å PM Style With Shawn Killinger Fashion, fun and friends. Clarks Footwear Å
CSPAN 14 (1:23) Public Affairs Events ’ Å (7:59) Public Affairs Events ’ Å Politics Politics
WGN-A 15 Blue Bloods ’ Å Blue Bloods ’ Å Blue Bloods ’ Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Engagement Engagement Engagement Engagement How I Met How I Met
HSN 16 Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Jewelry Clearance (N) Å Home Solutions (N) Å
E! 23 Chrisley Chrisley Chrisley Chrisley ›››› “Forrest Gump” (1994, Comedy-Drama) Tom Hanks, Robin Wright. Å ›››› “Forrest Gump” (1994, Comedy-Drama) Tom Hanks, Robin Wright. Å Sex-City Sex-City
ESQTV 24 American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior American Ninja Warrior
LIFE 25 (3:00) “My Sister’s Keeper” ››› “Secretariat” (2010) Diane Lane. The story of the 1973 Triple Crown winner. Å ›› “The Holiday” (2006, Romance-Comedy) Cameron Diaz, Kate Winslet. Å (:02) Project Runway: Junior (12:02) ›› “The Holiday”
TLC 26 Extreme Cou Extreme Cou Extreme Cou Extreme Cou Extreme Cou Extreme Cou My 600-Lb. Life ’ Å My 600-Lb. Life ’ Å My 600-Lb. Life Lupe makes a potential lifesaving move. ’ My 600-Lb. Life ’ Å My 600-Lb. Life ’ Å
TBS 27 Wrecked Wrecked Wrecked Wrecked Wrecked Wrecked Wrecked The Detour The Detour The Detour The Detour The Detour The Detour The Detour The Detour The Detour Search Party Search Party
TNT 28 “Percy Jackson: Sea” (:15) ››› “Pacific Rim” (2013) Charlie Hunnam, Diego Klattenhoff. Å (DVS) ›› “Man of Steel” (2013, Action) Henry Cavill, Amy Adams. Å (DVS) (:45) ›› “Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters” (2013) Logan Lerman.
USA 29 Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam WWE Monday Night RAW (N) ’ (Live) Å (:05) ›› “Last Vegas” (2013, Comedy) Michael Douglas.
FX 30 Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Mike & Molly ›› “2 Guns” (2013, Action) Denzel Washington, Mark Wahlberg. ’ Å ›› “Jack Reacher” (2012, Action) Tom Cruise, Rosamund Pike, Robert Duvall. ’ Å ›› “Jack Reacher” (2012, Action) Tom Cruise. ’ Å
ESPN 31 College Football: Quick Lane Bowl Monday Night Countdown (N) (Live) Å (:15) NFL Football Detroit Lions at Dallas Cowboys. (N) (Live) (:20) SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å
ESPN2 32 The Jump Sport Sci. College Football Camping World Independence Bowl -- North Carolina State vs. Vanderbilt. (N) Å SportsCenter Special (N) SC Top Plays of The Year E:60 Outside Lines SportsCenter Special Å
FSTN 33 NHL Hockey World Poker Tour NC State Game 365 UFC Reloaded UFC Countdown (N) World Poker Tour Red Bull X Fighters
SEC 34 College Football SEC Now Å SEC Storied Å SEC Rewind From Feb. 26, 2008. Å College Football St. Petersburg Bowl -- Miami (Ohio) vs. Mississippi State. Å Process: Nat’l Champions
GOLF 35 World Long Drive Champion World Long Drive Championship Club Champ. Highlights PGA of America Fan Favorites - Rounds of 2016 Rory McIlroy wins the FedExCup in extra holes. (Taped) Fan Favorites - Rounds
FS1 36 Undisputed Speak for Yourself UFC Countdown (N) Å UFC Unleashed Å UFC Reloaded Å Sports Live TMZ Sports Speak for Yourself
FSSE 37 Trackside Live Future Phen. Georgia Tech Kirby Smart Texas Bowl Cotton Bowl Hawks Live! NBA Basketball Atlanta Hawks at Minnesota Timberwolves. (N) (Live) Hawks Live! NBA Basketball Atlanta Hawks at Minnesota Timberwolves.
WEA 38 (3:00) Weather Center Live (N) Å (5:59) Weather Underground (N) Å Tornado Alley Å Think You’d Survive? Think You’d Survive? Think You’d Survive? Think You’d Survive?
CNBC 39 Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å Shark Tank ’ Å American Greed Å American Greed Å
MSNBC 40 MSNBC Live (N) Å MTP Daily (N) Å With All Due Respect (N) Hardball Chris Matthews All In With Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word 11th Hour Hardball The Rachel Maddow Show
CNN 41 The Lead With Jake Tapper Situation Room With Wolf Situation Room With Wolf Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) The Legacy of Barack Obama Å Anderson Cooper 360 Å Legacy Obama
HDLN 42 Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Situation Room With Wolf Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Legacy Obama Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Forensic File Legacy Obama
FNC 43 Your World With Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Å Special Report Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) The O’Reilly Factor (N) The Kelly File (N) Å Hannity (N) Å The O’Reilly Factor Å The Kelly File Å
HIST 44 American Pickers ’ American Pickers ’ Å American Pickers ’ American Pickers ’ American Pickers ’ Å American Pickers (N) Å Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars (12:01) American Pickers ’
TRUTV 45 Fameless Fameless Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Fameless (N) Greatest Ever Greatest Ever Greatest Ever Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers
A&E 46 After the First 48 ’ Å The First 48 ’ Å The First 48 ’ Å Leah Remini: Scientology Leah Remini: Scientology Leah Remini: Scientology To Be Announced (:03) The First 48 ’ Å Leah Remini: Scientology
DISC 47 Street Outlaws ’ Å Street Outlaws “Pride” (N) Street Outlaws “Desire” (N) Street Outlaws “OH-HI-NO” Street Outlaws: Full Throttle Street Outlaws (N) ’ Å Fast N’ Loud: Demolition Street Outlaws ’ Å Street Outlaws ’ Å
NGC 48 Southern Justice Å Southern Justice Å Finding Atlantis Å Stonehenge Decoded Å Explorer Å Area 51: The CIA’s Secret CIA Secret Experiments StarTalk Å StarTalk Å
TRAV 49 Bizarre Foods/Zimmern Bizarre Foods/Zimmern Bizarre Foods/Zimmern Bizarre Foods/Zimmern Delicious Delicious Ice Hotels... Not Impossible Booze Traveler (N) Å Delicious Delicious Ice Hotels... Not Impossible
FOOD 50 Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives Jonas Cake Hunters Cake Wars Å Cake Wars “Rose Bowl” (N) Chopped “Taco Time!” Chopped Å Cake Wars “Rose Bowl”
HGTV 51 Love It or List It Å Love It or List It Å Fixer Upper Waco, Texas. Fixer Upper Å Love It or List It Å Love It or List It Å Hunters Hunters Int’l Tiny House Tiny House Love It or List It Å
ANPL 52 River Monsters ’ River Monsters ’ River Monsters ’ River Monsters ’ River Monsters: Legendary Locations Jeremy finds venomous giant sting rays. (N) ’ River Monsters: Legendary Locations “Africa’s Assassins”
FREE 53 Happy Feet 2 ››› “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” (2005) Johnny Depp. ’ Å ››› “How to Train Your Dragon” (2010) ’ Å ›› “Shrek Forever After” (2010) Voices of Mike Myers. The 700 Club ’ Å ›› “Gnomeo and Juliet”
DISN 54 Girl Meets Girl Meets Han. Montana Han. Montana Hannah Hannah K.C. Under. Bunk’d Å › “The Smurfs” (2011) Hank Azaria. ‘PG’ (:40) Bunk’d K.C. Under. Liv-Mad. Best Friends Stuck/Middle Girl Meets Austin & Ally
NICK 55 Loud House Loud House Henry Danger Henry Danger Henry Danger Henry Danger Henry Danger ’ Å SpongeBob SpongeBob Lip Sync Battle Shorties ’ Full House Full House Friends ’ Friends ’ Friends ’ (:33) Friends
TOON 56 My Knight Gumball Gumball Mighty Magi. Teen Titans Teen Titans We Bare We Bare King of Hill King of Hill Cleveland Burgers Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Family Guy Family Guy Chicken Squidbillies
TVLND 57 (:11) Gunsmoke “The Good Samaritans” Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith (:12) The Andy Griffith Show Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King King King
AMC 58 Breaking Bad (:16) Breaking Bad Å (:20) Breaking Bad Å (:24) Breaking Bad Å (:28) Breaking Bad Å (:32) Breaking Bad “Grilled” (:36) Breaking Bad Å (:40) Breaking Bad “Down” (:44) Breaking Bad “Breakage” Å
TCM 59 Stay Away ›› “The Trouble With Girls” (1969) Å (:15) ›› “Charro!” (1969) Elvis Presley, Ina Balin. ›› “The Omega Man” (1971) Charlton Heston. Å ›› “The World, the Flesh and the Devil” (1959) Å ›› “On the Beach” (1959)
HALL 60 “Just in Time for Christmas” (2015) Eloise Mumford. Å “Every Christmas Has a Story” (2016) Lori Loughlin. Å “A Royal Christmas” (2014, Romance) Lacey Chabert. Å “A Christmas Melody” (2015, Comedy) Mariah Carey. Å “Christmas Under Wraps”
OXYGEN 61 Snapped “Shriya Patel” Snapped “Omaima Nelson” Snapped “Katrina Ben” Snapped Å Snapped “Patricia Burney” Snapped “Sabrina Zunich” Snapped “Marjorie Orbin” Snapped “Sarah Jo Pender” Snapped “Ellen Snyder”
BRAVO 62 (3:59) Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules “Pride” Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) Timber Creek Lodge (N) Watch What Vanderpump Rules Timber Creek
SYFY 63 (2:30) “Galaxy Quest” (1999) ››› “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade” (1989) Harrison Ford, Sean Connery. Å ››› “Insidious” (2010, Horror) Patrick Wilson, Rose Byrne. Å ›› “Doom” (2005, Science Fiction) The Rock, Karl Urban. Å
SPIKE 64 Beyond Scared Straight ’ Beyond Scared Straight ’ Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Jail ’ Å
COM 65 (3:44) Archer South Park South Park Futurama ’ Futurama ’ Futurama ’ Futurama ’ Futurama ’ South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park ›› “Just Friends” (2005) Ryan Reynolds, Amy Smart.
MTV 66 (3:40) Teen Mom 2 ’ Å (4:50) Teen Mom 2 ’ Å Teen Mom 2 “Shakedown” Teen Mom 2 “No Apologies” Teen Mom 2 ’ Å Teen Mom 2 (N) ’ Å Teen Mom 2 ’ Å Teen Mom 2 “Walk Out” ’ Teen Mom 2 ’ Å
VH1 67 Love & Hip Hop ’ Å Love & Hip Hop ’ Å Love & Hip Hop ’ Å Love & Hip Hop ’ Å Love & Hip Hop (N) Å Leave, Stevie K. Michelle America’s Next Top Model Love & Hip Hop ’ Å Leave, Stevie K. Michelle
CMTV 68 Reba Å Reba Å Last-Standing Last-Standing Last-Standing Last-Standing Last-Standing Last-Standing Last-Standing Last-Standing ›› “The Last Song” (2010, Drama) Miley Cyrus, Greg Kinnear. Å ›› “The Last Song” (2010) Miley Cyrus.
BET 69 (2:10) ›› “The Five Heartbeats” (1991) › “Waist Deep” (2006, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Meagan Good. ››› “Set It Off” (1996) Jada Pinkett. Desperation drives four women to bank-robbery. Centric Live: Bell Biv Devoe Lift Voice Jamie Foxx
SCIENCE 83 MythBusters (:20) MythBusters “Pirate Special” Pirate ships’ cannons. (:24) MythBusters ’ Å (:26) MythBusters ’ Å MythBusters ’ Å (:34) MythBusters ’ Å (:38) MythBusters ’ Å (:42) MythBusters Mythology of ninjas. ’
CSPAN2 85 Heather Hendershot Sen. Bernie Sanders-Our Revolution H.W. Brands Discusses The General Communicat Astrophysicists Discuss Welcome to the Universe ’ Heather Hendershot Courtney Martin Discusses
EWTN 100 Legend-Christmas Flower Blessing Bookmark St. Luke Worth Living Daily Mass - Olam The Journey Home (N) Icons Holy Rosary The World Over Christmas Women of Daily Mass - Olam
WPXA ION 107 Criminal Minds “Outlaw” ’ Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds “Pariahville” Criminal Minds “Awake” ’ Criminal Minds ’ Criminal Minds “Drive” ’ Criminal Minds “The Bond” Criminal Minds “Hostage” Criminal Minds ’
DISXD 117 Yo-Kai Watch Beyblade ›› “Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel” (2009) Walk the Walk the Walk the Walk the ›› “Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel” (2009) Milo Murphy Future-Worm! Right Now Walk the 
GSN 144 Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Divided Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Gameshow Moments Gone
COOK 153 Unwrap2.0 Unwrap2.0 Unwrap2.0 Unwrap2.0 Best- Made Best- Made Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Fact or Fict Fact or Fict Good Eats Good Eats Best Thing Best Thing
WE 163 CSI: Miami “Tipping Point” CSI: Miami “Head Case” ’ CSI: Miami ’ Å CSI: Miami ’ Å CSI: Miami ’ Å CSI: Miami “Sink or Swim” CSI: Miami “Divorce Party” CSI: Miami “Tipping Point” CSI: Miami “Head Case” ’
GALA 217 La Fuerza del Destino Como Dice el Dicho (SS) “El barrendero” (1982, Comedia) Cantinflas, María Sorté, Evita Muñoz. La Familia La Familia La Familia La Familia La Familia Noticias P. Luche P. Luche La Hora Pico
TELE 223 María Celeste Suelta la Sopa ’ (SS) Decisiones Noticiero Caso Cerrado: Edición Silvana Sin Lana (N) (SS) La Doña (N) ’ (SS) El Chema (N) ’ (SS) Al Rojo Vivo Titulares La Doña ’ (SS)
UNIV 224 El Gordo y la Flaca (N) Primer Impacto (N) (SS) Hotel Todo Noticiero Uni. La Rosa de Guadalupe (N) Despertar Contigo (N) Vino el Amor (N) El color de la pasión (N) Impacto Noticiero Uni Contacto Deportivo (N)
NBCSP 311 Premier Down Football - Football - Blazers Premier League Download Premier League Download Behind the Behind the Behind the Behind the Premier League Match of the Day (N) Football - Football -
DLC 319 Trauma: Life in the ER ’ Trauma: Life in the ER ’ NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å NY ER Å
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NEWLy ELECTED offICERs for the Valley View Ruritan Club were installed by Cherokee District
Gov. Ryan Ogle. From left are JoAnn Truelove, past president; Christy Critchfield, three-year director;
Mel Griffith, president; Barbara Mason, vice president; Ogle; and Laura Trewhitt, treasurer. David
Roberson, secretary, was not available for the photo.

oAK GRoVE RURITAN officers were installed during the recent meeting. Don Ramey, Ruritan
National director, was the installing officer. From left are Ryan Ogle, Cherokee District governor; Connie
Dobbs, three-year director; Danny Trentham, two-year director; Marie Myers, two-year director; Barbara
Trentham, treasurer; and James Dobbs, president and secretary.

A fRUIT BAsKET was given
to Ruritan National Director Don
Ramey and his wife, Nikki, dur-
ing a recent Oak Grove Ruritan
Club meeting. From left are
Barbara Trentham, treasurer;
Ramey and wife Nikki; and
James Dobbs, president and
secretary.

RAy MyERs of Oak Grove Ruritan Club presented JoAnn Truelove with the Tom Downing Award for
the Cherokee District Ruritan. From left are Myers, JoAnn Truelove; and Arnold Truelove.

BARBARA TRENTHAM has been named the Ruritan of the Year
for the Oak Grove Ruritan Club. President James Dobbs presented
the award during the recent meeting. Trentham is club secretary.

BARBARA TRENTHAM presented Ryan Ogle, Cherokee District
governor for the Ruritan Club, with a fruit basket from the Oak Grove
Ruritan Club.

‘Whatever’ selected most annoying word 
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. (AP) —

A poll has found that the most
annoying word or phrase used in
casual conversation in America is
“whatever.”

The Marist College poll
released Wednesday indicates
the word irritates 38 percent of
Americans.

The pollsters offered up five

options for most annoying word
or phrase: “Whatever,” ‘’No
offense, but,” ‘’Ya know, right,” ‘’I
can’t even” and “huge.”

“No offense, but” is second
with 20 percent. In third place is,
“You know, right,” which is irk-
some to 14 percent of people, tied
with “I can’t even.” ‘’Huge” grates
on the nerves of 8 percent.

“Whatever” is losing some
steam, though. Last year it
topped the list at 43 percent.

Age matters. Among
Americans under 30, “I can’t
even” takes top honors.

The Dec. 1-9 survey of 1,005
adults has a sampling error mar-
gin of plus or minus 3.1 percent-
age points.

Cop does speeding college 
student a favor by tying necktie

MENOMONIE, Wis. (AP) — A
Wisconsin police officer who
stopped a speeding college stu-
dent who was late for a presenta-
tion ended up tying his necktie
for him.

WBAY-TV reports the
Menomonie Police Department
posted dash cam video of the
Nov. 30 traffic stop exchange on
its Facebook page Tuesday.

The video shows Officer Martin
Folczyk pulling up behind the
University of Wisconsin-Stout
student in a parking lot. The stu-
dent explained he was speeding

because he was late to give a
presentation and was trying to
find a friend who could tie his
necktie.

Folczyk asked for the tie and
made a knot for the student. He
even adjusted it after the student
put it on.

The officer sent the student on
his way with a warning to slow
down.

Reuse the News
Recycle this newspaper
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Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

THE SALVATION ARMY received a donation this week from the MainStreet
Cruisers to help the organization with its work within the community. From left are
Jimmie Howard, a Cruisers volunteer; Randy Howard; the Salvation Army’s Sgt.
Ruthie Forgey; and Richard Sanders, whose Corvair was the backdrop for the pres-
entation.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

CONNIE WRIGHT accepted a donation from the MainStreet Cruisers, She was rep-
resenting Becky Wright of the J.O.Y. School. Standing in front of his Chevrolet is Phil
Lea, far right, of the MainStreet Cruisers. From left are Jimmie Howard, Randy Howard,
Wright and Lea.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

THE CARING PLACE was one of seven nonprofit organizations receiving a dona-
tion this week from the MainStreet Cruisers. From left are MainStreet Cruiser’s presi-
dent Randy Howard, Randy Howard (no relation) and Toni Miles of the Caring Place,
and Claude Shell. The group is shown with Shell’s vintage Buick which he displays at
the cruise-ins.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

LIFE BRIDGES received one of the donations made to area charities by the
MainStreet Cruisers. From left are Ginger Davis and Tammy McSpadden of Life
Bridges, and Marie Indovino and Jamesie Neyman. The group is standing in front
of Neyman’s Corvair.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

THE MAINSTREET CRUISERS have donated over $55,000 to local charities since
it was organized in 2003. One of those charities is the William Hall Rodgers Basket
Fund. Presenting the donation to Todd Duggan, center, of the William Hall Rodgers
fund, are Randy Howard and Robert Shell, all standing in front of Shell’s vintage Ford.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

STANDING IN FRONT of his burgandy Ford, Don Morrow of the MainStreet
Cruisers presents a check from the group to the New Hope Pregnancy Center.
Accepting the check is Linda Casper, center, while MainStreet Cruisers’s member
Marie Indovino assists Morrow in presenting the donation.

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

THE FILLAUER HOUSE served as the site where the MainStreet Cruisers pre-
sented donations to area charities, such as the Disabled American Veterans.
Standing in front of his Hudson automobile is DAV member Bill Gray. From left are
Jimmie Howard, Randy Howard, Gray and Stacy Bowen.

MainStreet Cruisers donate money to area charities
By ALLEN MINCEY

Banner Staff Writer

Since its inception, Cleveland’s
MainStreet Cruise-In Cruisers
have donated more than $55,000
to several area nonprofit organi-
zations.

The group presented checks to
seven charitable groups this
week, including one which many
of the MainStreet Cruisers are
members of — the Disabled
American Veterans.

“I think it is great that we have
been able to make these dona-
tions to several area charities,”
said Randy Howard, MainStreet
Cruisers president. “And we have
been able to do this without
charging anyone to participate.”

The MainStreet Cruisers are
one of the most heavily attended
events in downtown Cleveland. 

Howard said the group displays
older vehicles on the fourth
Saturday of every month, from
April to October.

This year, along with the DAV,
the MainStreet Cruise-In present-
ed donations to the Caring Place,
New Hope Pregnancy Center, Life
Bridges, the Salvation Army, the
J.O.Y. School and the William
Hall Rodgers Christmas Basket
Fund. 

Each of the nonprofit organiza-
tions received donations from
MainStreet of $900.

“At our last show, we raised
$1,350 along with lots of toys for
the Toys for Tots program,”
Howard noted.

Howard said entering a vehicle
in the show, which reaches
beyond the Bradley County
Courthouse Square, is free, and
there is no cost to those coming
downtown to view the vehicles. He
said the funds raised are all
donations, and are given back to
the community.

“Since 2003, MainStreet
Cruisers has donated over
$55,000 to area groups,” he said.

MainStreet Cleveland
Executive Director Sharon Marr
said that hundreds attend the
Cruise-In shows each month.

“The MainStreet Cruisers car
club does a great job with the
cruise-in events,” she said. “Car
enthusiasts travel from miles
away to attend.”

She said those who visit the
show end up spending money in
downtown Cleveland and other
areas of the city, which is an eco-
nomic boon for the area.

“It has a big economic impact
on downtown shops and restau-
rants,” she said. “It takes a lot of
work to put these events together,
and we certainly appreciate all
that they do for every cruise-in.”

“And we just enjoy showing off
our cars,” Howard added. “We
also have events that take place
during the cruise-ins, and my
brother, Mark Howard with
Premiere Mobile Entertainment,
comes and provides music for the
events.”

Membership in the MainStreet
Cruisers is $12 per year, which is
the only cost associated with the
organization.

To find out more about the
MainStreet Cruisers, contact
Howard or any of the members of
the group.

We’re online!

Check us out:

www.

cleveland

banner.com



NEW YORK (AP) — Toy stores,
with bright lights, loud sounds
and crowded aisles, can be hard to
manage for children with autism
or other sensory issues. For par-
ents, finding toys that match their
kids’ skill sets and will hold their
attention can be a process of trial
and error. Big toy sellers and spe-
cialists are both trying to provide
some better options.

Hasbro, for instance, offers tips
on how parents can teach autistic
children to play with Mr. Potato
Head or a My Little Pony set. Toy
maker Melissa & Doug offers
stores special catalogs.

A Toys R Us in King of Prussia,
Pennsylvania, turned off its music
for three hours on a recent
Saturday morning and turned its
break room into a quiet zone as
part of an event planned with the
Greater Philadelphia Autism
Society. The company’s 100 stores
in the U.K. have been offering sim-
ilar hours for one day a year since
2014, and Toys R Us plans to
bring similar events to more of its
900 U.S. stores. Chuck E.
Cheese’s, the chain with arcade
games and rides, similarly plans to
turn off the music and dim the
lights at 40 Northeast restaurants
for a couple of hours one Sunday a
month starting in January, as part
of a trial run.

In the meantime, small stores
designed specifically for children
with sensory issues are popping
up as well.

“The need for a store like this is
even bigger than I thought it would
be,” says Bethany Mathis, who
opened Time 4 Toys last month
after having a hard time finding
toys for her 8-year-old son with
sensory processing issues. The
walls at the store in Flowood,
Mississippi, are painted in soft col-

ors and kids can test out the toys.
An estimated one in 68 children

have autism or a related disorder,
according to a government study
based on 2012 data. That’s up
from one in 150 a decade before.
Symptoms of autism vary widely,
and can range from mild social
interaction problems to repetitive
behaviors to difficulty speaking or
even the inability to speak. This
can make choosing toys even
harder than it is for unaffected
kids.

Jamilah Rahim opened
Spectrum Toy Store in Chicago
this year after she realized no toy
stores were meeting that need. As
an in-home behavioral therapist,
she saw parents spend money
buying toys online that their chil-
dren ended up not being interest-
ed in. At her 700-square-foot
store, kids can sit and play with
any of the toys and parents can
see if they like them before buying.

“It’s more of an experience than
just a one-stop shop for them to
buy toys,” says Rahim, who still
works as a behavioral therapist
part-time, which helps her discov-
er new toys to stock.

Meghan Hetherton drove four
hours to visit the store from her
home in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.
Two of Hetherton’s four children
are autistic, and when she takes
them shopping at big stores, her
4-year-old son hums to cope with
the crowds and noise. Hetherton
often finds herself apologizing to
store workers.

“I shouldn’t have to,” she says,
but “store employees just don’t
understand.” At Spectrum Toy
Store, her kids pulled toys from
the shelves, played with putty and
tried on chewable silicone jewelry
before she bought some. “They
were able to be themselves,” says

Hetherton.
Dimming the lights and turning

off the music can help some autis-
tic kids, but others may still be
affected by a big space, says Dr.
Eileen Crehan, a postdoctoral fel-
low at the autism program at Rush
University Medical Center in
Chicago. She’s noticed that movie
theaters and ballparks are also
offering sensory-friendly days. “It’s
sort of catching on,” says Dr.
Crehan.

After hearing from employees
and customers, Hasbro Inc.
teamed up with The Autism
Project two years ago to teach
parents and caregivers how autis-
tic children can play with its toys.
The company launched a site
called Hasbro Toybox Tools with
videos and downloadable instruc-
tions for some of its more popular
toys, such as Baby Alive dolls and
the Chutes and Ladders board
game.

“Play doesn’t always come nat-
ural with kids with autism,” but
it’s important to their develop-
ment and helps them learn to
socialize with others, says Sandra
Pierce-Jordan, the executive
director of The Birchtree Center, a
nonprofit in Newington, New
Hampshire, that works with
autistic children.

Emily Berman says she has had
to teach her daughter how to pre-
tend to eat plastic toy foods or how
to move a toy train on its tracks.
Her daughter is non-verbal, mak-
ing it hard to pick out toys, says
Berman, who is a life coach in
Encinitas, California.

“I wish I knew what she want-
ed,” she says. Berman has bought
toys suggested by behavioral ther-
apists and buys many items
online. “A lot of it is trial and
error,” Berman says.
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OwneR BethAny MAthiS, right, shows Andi Cruthirds one of several toys that both challenge and
entertain younger children, at Time 4 Toys, in Flowood, Miss. Time 4 Toys is making its place among toy
stores that offer entertaining and challenging games and toys for children of all ages, and also caters to
the growing number of kids on the autism spectrum. 

Corneal donation makes 
woman’s world brighter

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP) —
Gail Ray didn’t get her first pair of
glasses until she was in her late-
40s.

A few years later, at a regular
check-up, she received a bomb-
shell that changed her life: Within
5 years, she would be blind, doc-
tors told her.

“It blew my mind,” Ray, 64, said.
“Just to know you’re going blind, it
drives you crazy.”

Ray, a Colfax resident, was diag-
nosed with Fuch’s dystrophy, a
degenerative disease of the cornea
that leads to gradual blindness.

She had nearly given up hope,
until she underwent two cornea
transplants in April and
September.

Within hours of each surgery,
she could already see light and
fuzzy images, she said.

“It was such a drastic difference
with the vibrancy of colors. I could-
n’t believe I could actually read,”
Ray said. “Then I looked in the
mirror, it had been years, I didn’t
know I had all these wrinkles and
freckles.”

For Ray, the donated corneas
were a miracle, she said. She met
with the father and stepmother of
one of her cornea donors at
Graylyn International Conference
Center on a recent Wednesday to
thank them.

As Ray embraced the donor’s
father, Ernie Eichhorn, Sr., she
struggled to translate her gratitude
into words.

“I just want to tell you there’s no
greater gift,” she whispered. “I
thank you from the bottom of my
heart.”

The two grasped hands as
Eichhorn, an Oregon resident,
looked into her eyes, shaking
with tears. He then proceeded to
show her a photo album that
documented his son’s life.

“It’s very emotional, hard to
put in a simple sentence, but I
really wanted to meet them,”
Eichhorn said of the two donors
who each received a cornea from
his son.

Patsy Buckner, a Mount Airy
resident who received the other
cornea, was unable to attend, but
wrote a letter to the family, thank-

ing them for the gift of sight.
“I wanted to show them who

Ernie was, so they can see the
other side of what they’ve
received,” Eichhorn said. “It’s not
synthetic, it’s something real.”

His son, Ernie Eichhorn Jr., was
34 when he died in a car accident
last year in Washington.

He was a landscape designer
with a brilliantly creative mind, his
father said. He was a big Seattle
Seahawks fan and loved the out-
doors, scuba diving and hiking.

His father smiled as he recount-
ed a story about when his son as a
teenager drew Bob Marley on his
bedroom wall. His son loved to do
pottery and draw, he said.

“We have a lot in common,” Ray
remarked.

She, too, was an art fanatic who
loves drawing and also thrives on
coffee.

As Eichhorn helped Ray put the
finishing touches on a floragraph
— a piece of art made completely
from organic materials — he
chuckled as he spooned coffee
grounds onto the artistic depiction
of his son.

“He’s smiling somewhere right
now knowing it’s coffee,” Eichhorn
said.

Friends and family of the donor
completed one eyebrow of the por-
trait in Washington on Nov. 13.
Ray and his father completed the
other.

It will be one of 60 floragraphs
featuring donors on the Donate
Life float in the New Year’s Rose
Parade in Pasadena, Calif.

“Ernie checked that little box on
his driver’s license, and at the time
he checked it, he didn’t know what

was going to happen,” his father
said. “To think how great a gift one
small checked box could be.”

The corneas were processed by
Washington-based SightLife, the
world’s largest corneal tissue
provider with the goal of eliminat-
ing corneal blindness worldwide by
2040. Last year, the company dis-
tributed 30,000 corneas worldwide
for transplant, chief sales officer
Jerry Barker said.

Getting to see firsthand the
impact the corneal transplants
have on people’s lives makes it all
worth it, he said.

“When you work in the industry,
you can get caught up in every-
thing, so to step back and see
something like this is tremen-
dous,” Barker said. “Putting myself
in Ernie’s shoes and thinking that
he’s looking into his son’s cornea
literally, that’s truly amazing.”

The company has roots in
Winston-Salem, with an office
downtown that helped facilitate
Ray’s two cornea transplants.
Many from the office attended the
Wednesday event.

Ray’s surgeon, Dr. Keith Walter,
an ophthalmologist at Wake Forest
Baptist Health Eye Center, was
also in attendance.

“When you open up the oven
and the steam fogs up your glass-
es, that’s what (Fuch’s dystrophy
is) like,” Walter said. “It’s such an
amazing gift to give someone their
sight back.”

It’s a gift Ray will never take for
granted.

As her eyesight deteriorated,
Ray, a lab technician, was forced to
step back from some of her work
duties and relinquish night driving
and reading. Blisters had formed
on her eyes, causing her constant
pain as she fought with her fading
vision.

But now, as she thumbed
through the Eichhorn family
album, she can see better than
ever.

“I just hope I could impress
upon him how special a gift I’ve
been given and let him know that it
will always be appreciated and
taken care of,” she said. “It’s the
best gift I’ve ever received. I’m so
lucky.”

Toy sellers and makers offer 
more options for autistic kids

“When you open up
the oven and the steam

fogs up your glasses,
that’s what (Fuch’s

dystrophy is) like. It’s
such an amazing gift to

give someone their
sight back.”

—Jerry Barker
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A LEGO mOdEL of the White House, is shown. It is one of 56 LEGO gingerbread houses, one for
each state and territory, displayed in the trees in the State Dining Room at the White House during a pre-
view of the 2016 holiday decor, in Washington. White House holiday displays were created this year by
Lego's master builders, a team of seven at the company's U.S. headquarters in Enfield, Conn., who
devote hours and tens of thousands of toy bricks to projects that go on display around the world. 

Child’s play: Lego master builders 
show work at the White House

ENFIELD, Conn. (AP) — The
assignment for this year’s White
House holiday display came with
a tight deadline. A team of Lego
master builders, within 2 1/2
weeks, had to create 56 unique
gingerbread houses out of the toy
bricks, one for each state and
U.S. territory.

For this group, it was child’s
play. The seven masters at the
U.S. headquarters of Lego
Systems in Enfield had them
designed, built from more than
200,000 Lego pieces and in a
van to Washington in time for
the unveiling.

“We had an all-hands-on-deck
kind of thing,” said Paul
Chrzan, one of the master
builders. “We basically gave
ourselves a day for each house.
And we just built like crazy.”

The team prides itself on
building just about anything out
of Lego bricks, including, among
other recent projects, scenes for
“The Lego Movie,” a replica of
Rio de Janeiro for the Olympics,
and a life-size statue of Red Sox
slugger David Ortiz. Promoted to
the highest ranks for their
skills, the master builders fulfill
a marketing role for the
Denmark-based company, but
also see themselves as inspiring
young builders.

The team of seven — includ-
ing a former pastry chef, a retail
worker and an actor — works in
the model shop, a building down
a slight hill from the administra-
tive offices that features a Lego
Christmas wreath on the walls,
designers at computers and the
sounds of builders tinkering
with the latest structures.

Some, like Chrzan, 55, had a
Lego affinity from childhood,
when his Danish mother was
among the first in his neighbor-
hood to buy the sets. Others did
not play with Lego as much as
kids but studied sculpture or
fine arts in school. All see the
toy brick as a medium for artis-
tic expression.

Master builder Pete Donner
got his start as a model gluer
out of high school in 1997. As a
child, he said he was awful at
building Lego sets, preferring to
set aside the instructions. He
said that helped him win the job
he has now.

“For each one of us it’s a
unique journey,” he said. “The
secret to my success is I drew a
lot and I built a lot.”

While children and adults
alike are awed to hear about his
work, he said it is a job, with
real deadlines and customer
expectations. He said he keeps

the stress in perspective by
remembering a zinger from a
retired colleague’s wife who told
him after a rough day: “Oh,
Steve, what’s the matter, did
you run out of yellow brick
today?”

Advances in technology over
the past 20 years have dramati-
cally changed the job, with pro-
prietary Lego software churning
out rough blueprints that once
had to be etched by hand on
graph paper. Still, a life-size
model of a character can take 70
to 150 hours to design and 350
hours to build.

The models go on display at
fairs and retail stores or are
commissioned by promotional
partners. One master builder,
Erik Varszegi, said the deadline
pressure sometimes leaves him
feeling jealous of the amateur
builders outside the company
who sometimes spend a year or
longer on projects of their own
design.

Donner said he builds with
Lego even after finishing his
day’s work. In addition to build-
ing with his two daughters, he
has his own side projects.

“I have access to the biggest
Lego collection in the world,” he
said. “Why wouldn’t I utilize
that?”

NEW YORK (AP) —
Sometimes, Santa leaves scars,
by way of kid-coveted gifts that
never landed under the tree.

And sometimes, the big guy
in the red suit just gets it
wrong. Ask Will Smith.

“My sister got the Easy-Bake
Oven instead of me,” he said
promoting his movie
“Collateral Beauty.”

“I don’t know why they don’t
give boys Easy-Bake Ovens,
you know? Boys should be able
to cook stuff, so that was actu-
ally a tragedy from my youth,
that my sister got the Easy-
Bake Oven and I didn’t,” Smith
joked.

For Jennifer Aniston, who
co-stars in “Office Christmas
Party,” the elusive holiday gift
of Christmas Past amounted to
Barbie denied. Or at least part
of Barbie.

“The Barbie head,” to be
exact, to which co-star Jason
Bateman wondered on a red
carpet: “Just the head?”

Aniston: “Yeah, the bust.
Remember? The hair could
grow. You could pull out the
hair and then you could cut it.
Paint makeup on it.”

The still-not-sure Bateman:
“So a life-sized bust?”

“Yeah,” she replied.
Actress Lily Collins was in

the Barbie struggle: “I wanted
a Barbie Jeep. I never got my

Barbie Jeep.”
It was personal for country-

pop star Kelsea Ballerini.
“I swear every year me and

my mom went to go see ‘The
Nutcracker,’ she recalled.

“I’ve never told this story
before. Every year I wanted one
of the big tutus, like the big
straight-out sequined tutus,
and so one year I wrote a letter
to Santa very seriously and
very well-spoken, and I said:
‘Santa, I’m gonna reason with
you,’” she explained.

“I need a tutu because I’ve
gone to ‘The Nutcracker’ like
seven years in a row, my last
name is Ballerini, I’m basically
a ballerina and I need a tutu.’
And I didn’t get one.”

That’s not the saddest story
ever told for the pet-obsessed,
including the younger self of
Naomie Harris, who co-stars in
“Moonlight.”

“I really wanted a dog and I
never got a dog and my mom
got me a rabbit instead, but a
rabbit is not a dog and that
was really disappointing,” she
said.

For funnyman Keegan-
Michael Key, it was more like
the big fish that got away.

“Oh, God. I wanted a Great
Dane so bad but we lived in a
small house,” he recalled.
“They would have had to feed
that thing more than me and

my brother.”
Composer and music pro-

ducer Hans Zimmer found a
silver lining.

“From a really early age,
being a geeky kid who wanted
to make music with technolo-
gy, I wanted a synthesizer of
course. And there’s no way any
parent would go and give that
to their child because these are
expensive things,” he said.

“And so when I finally was
able to earn the money to give
it to myself, that was still in
those moments where every-
body was saying to me, ‘When
are you going to get a real job?’
I think the greatest thing about
not getting the gift was to be
able to earn the gift myself and
doing something with it,”
Zimmer said.

Aniston’s “Office Christmas
Party” co-star T.J. Miller had it
easy.

“Mine is the Technodrome,
which is where the villain
Krang from Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles was with Bebop
and Rocksteady, which was
this very large — it opened up
and ooze would come down and
there were little torture places
for the turtles,” he said.

“For some reason I wanted
that more than anything,”
Miller added. “And then when
Santa brought it I just lost my
mind.”

Celebs reveal childhood gifts that got away

Katie Couric, Meredith Vieira return to ‘Today’ 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two of Matt

Lauer’s former “Today” show co-
hosts — Katie Couric and
Meredith Vieira — are returning
to the show for a week each in
January with Savannah Guthrie
on maternity leave.

Couric, who was “Today” host
from 1989 to 2006, has returned
for special occasions but this will
be the first time in the anchor’s
role. In 2012, she spent a week
as a fill-in co-host on the NBC
show’s bitter rival, ABC’s “Good
Morning America.”

Vieira worked alongside Lauer
from 2006 to 2011.

“It’s going to be fun,” said
Lauer on Thursday, describing it
as a “walk down memory lane.”

He will mark his 20th year as
host of the morning show in
2017.

Couric will host on the week of
Jan. 2, Vieira the week after,
NBC said.

Guthrie gave birth to a boy,
Charles Max Feldman, on Dec. 8.
She and her husband, Mike
Feldman, already have a two-
year-old daughter, Vale.

The high-profile returns come
at a key time in the network
morning show competition. After
several years of dominance by
“Good Morning America,” the two
shows are now running neck-
and-neck in viewership, with
“Today” doing better among the
valuable younger audience. “CBS

This Morning” has also been
doing well in the ratings.

There’s one walk down memo-
ry lane Lauer apparently won’t be
taking. While celebrating the
returns of Couric and Vieira on
Thursday, “Today” said nothing
about Ann Curry. Her co-hosting
stint with Lauer in 2011-12
ended disastrously, sending
“Today” into a tailspin.

Although Lauer received some
heavy criticism during the presi-
dential campaign for his ques-
tioning of Donald Trump at a
forum, NBC considers him a
valuable player. He recently
signed a new contract that will
keep him at “Today” into at least
2018.



Hour Division has just 976 inves-
tigators to police them, plus the
millions of other businesses cov-
ered by the laws it enforces.

The agency assessed agricul-
tural employers more than $5
million in penalties last year for
violating safety and labor stan-
dards, including transportation.
Wage and Hour cited 1,623 cases
of transportation violations
between 2010 and 2015, but offi-
cials acknowledge that the
agency “lacks the resources to be
everywhere workers are being
transported.”

That lack of manpower, com-
bined with often minor penalties
for infractions, encourages peo-
ple to cut corners, farmworker
advocates say.

“Probably the cost of a new set
of tires for the van isn’t all that
much less than the fine. So you
end up saving money by just
paying the fine and treating the
farmworkers as disposable,” says
Dawson Morton of the California
Rural Legal Assistance
Foundation.

In addition, workers are afraid
of being fired or deported for
complaining about bad condi-
tions, Schell says.

“To report a boss is not easy,”
said a Mexican laborer, speaking
on condition of anonymity
because he feared being black-
listed by employers. He described
riding with 17 others in a van
meant for just 10 during the
North Carolina sweet potato har-
vest; some had to sit on the plas-
tic buckets they used to gather
the crops.

“We need to work,” he said.
—-

Often, a record of alleged non-
compliance is discovered only
after a crash.

This July 2, police say a 1979
school bus carrying dozens of
Haitian farmworkers and family
members blew through a flashing
red light near the town of St.
Marks, Florida, and was struck
by a tractor-trailer. The truck
driver and three on the bus were
killed, including a 4-year-old
boy. Among those injured was
86-year-old Solange Estinfort,
who was found unconscious
beneath the corpse of a co-work-
er. “Someone took me from the
bus and put me outside,” she
said in Creole.

She told AP that she was
crushed beneath two benches
that came loose during the crash
— and unsecured bus seats were

among 25 violations cited in
post-accident inspections of farm
labor contractor Billy R. Evans’
fleet. On July 29, the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety
Administration issued an order
against the Belle Glade, Florida,
contractor, taking his 12 buses
and six trucks off line and stat-
ing that Evans’ practices pre-
sented “an imminent risk of seri-
ous injury or death.”

Even after the fatal accident,
the agency told Evans it found
“no indication that you imple-
mented any safety management
plans or altered your current
operational model.” It noted the
same driver had been in a simi-
lar, though non-fatal, crash in
January.

The case remains under inves-
tigation. Neither Evans nor the
driver responded to AP’s calls for
comment.

Lawyer Jack Sobel, represent-
ing the truck driver’s widow,
expressed sympathy for the dead
and injured workers. “I’d love to
see those who are responsible for
this horror show be held
accountable,” he told the AP.

But the way the industry is
structured, it can be difficult to
determine just who is responsi-
ble.

—-
The vast majority of farmwork-

ers are not actually employees of
the growers on whose land they
toil. Instead, farmers routinely
deal with a network of labor con-
tractors, brokers and employee
“leasing” companies.

The key is to get enough labor-
ers to the fields. Some car pool.
Many others fall prey to so-called
“raiteros,” who charge desperate
workers often exorbitant per-
head fees for transportation in
vehicles that are unsafe. In many
cases, raiteros decide who gets
work and who doesn’t. Raiteros
are “a scourge” to this vulnerable
community, says Marley
Moynahan of the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers in Florida.

When there’s an accident,
investigators often find that sup-
posed worker car pools are actu-
ally directed by a grower or con-
tractor. Two recent California
cases show the challenge of sort-
ing all of this out.

On Jan. 9, 2015, four men
returning from the fields died
when their overloaded van
plowed into a tractor-trailer in
Fresno County. Investigators
concluded that the driver was a
foreman for C.A.T. Labor
Services, a federally registered
contractor. Records show the
company and owner Cecilio
Arredondo Terrazas have a his-
tory of citations dating back
nearly a decade. In the past
cases, the company paid small
fines and agreed to comply with
the law.

But this March, Labor
announced that it was moving to
revoke C.A.T.’s certification .
Terrazas insists he does not
arrange transportation for his
workers. That responsibility fell
to the driver, who pleaded no
contest in March to manslaugh-
ter, says company attorney
Anthony Raimondo. The accident
was a “horrible tragedy,” but
accusations against his client are
“paperwork violations,” he says.

In another case, four farm-
workers, including a 16-year-old
girl, died when the van they were
in crashed on June 20, 2015, in
Merced County. Police say the
unlicensed driver fell asleep at
the wheel going 65 mph.

This August, Labor’s San
Francisco office asked a federal
judge for an injunction ordering
both a grower, Valley Garlic Inc.,
and a contractor, X-Treme Ag
Labor Inc., to comply with trans-
portation rules or risk a con-

tempt citation.
In its filing , the agency cited a

1997 federal court ruling from
Florida that rejected the view
that growers who use labor con-
tractors have no responsibility
themselves to make sure workers
travel safely.

The ruling stated: “Once the
grower had seen the contractor’s
certificate, the contractor would
be free to drive fruit pickers in
whatever broken down, unsafe,
uninsured van he or she chose.
The growers actually using the
workers could turn a blind eye to
such flagrant abuses. Congress
surely did not pass a law to
impose additional responsibili-
ties on agricultural employers,
then turn around and say that
all they must do is examine a
piece of paper.”

The complaint alleges that X-
Treme Ag employees recruited
workers and charged them for
their daily round trip. Valley dis-
played “astonishing indifference”
to the “pervasive unlawful trans-
portation of its workers,” the gov-
ernment says.

Neither company responded to
AP’s requests for comment. But
in court filings , both denied any
wrongdoing .

Raimondo, the C.A.T attorney,
says Labor is using these court
actions as a way of “extorting set-
tlements” from growers and con-
tractors. Janet Herold, West
Regional Solicitor for the
Department of Labor, says these
legal actions are a message to the
agricultural community that “we
are going to change tools until
you change practices.”

“We’re not going to be satisfied
until fewer people are being killed
on the way to work.”

—-
In the crash that killed Jose

Chavez, Labor Department
inspectors recommended more
than $500,000 in civil penalties,
citing the six dead and Vasquez
Citrus’ history, according to a
draft narrative obtained by the
AP. But officials from the nation-
al and regional offices disagreed.
Their recommended penalty:
$2,000.

Labor and National
Transportation Safety Board
investigations are ongoing, and
both declined comment.

Juan Vasquez did not reply to
AP requests for comment.
Roberto Vasquez, whose federal
contractor certification was
revoked in April for unrelated
reasons, hung up on a reporter.

Despite the ongoing probes,
Juan Vasquez was authorized
visas for nearly 350 guest work-
ers this past year. Labor has said
“due process” requires that con-
tractors not be disqualified while
an investigation is pending. But
that doesn’t make sense and
“should be fixed,” said Howard
Berman, a former California con-
gressman who sponsored bills on
farmworker protection during
two decades in office.

Meanwhile, lawyers are wran-
gling over how to divide the limit-
ed insurance proceeds from the
crash among the 13 affected fam-
ilies.

Most of the dead and injured
were, like Jose Chavez, their fam-
ilies’ breadwinners.

Jose’s parents had to borrow
money to bury him. In the sim-
ple, sturdy house his work built,
they created a makeshift shrine:
Beneath an arch of silk flowers
stands a photo of Jose, superim-
posed on a picture of Jesus.

His father, 57-year-old
Wenceslao Rangel Gutierrez,
hobbled by untreated high blood
pressure, can no longer provide
for his family. Jose’s mother,
weeping before his portrait, says
he was “our only option.”

“The only hope we had.”
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in This July 15 PhoTo, Wenceslao Rangel Gutierrez, left, and his wife Maria Felix Martinez
Chavez, visit the tomb of their son, Jose Chavez, in the municipality of Chapulhuacan, in Hidalgo state,
Mexico, where a ribbon decorating the tomb reads in Spanish: "Starting today, the heavens shine
brighter. My condolences." The 22-year-old died in a bus accident in the U.S. when returning home to
Mexico after finishing a guest worker program. 

FArmworkers ‘disposABle’?

By Allen G. Breed 
AP National Writer

Jose Rangel Chavez and 18
other Mexican guest workers
were dozing as their bus hurtled
down Interstate 40 in a light rain.
After nine months away from
home, the 22-year-old was about
to complete a meandering round
trip of nearly 5,000 miles — from
the citrus groves of Florida to
farms in Michigan, where he har-
vested beets, broccoli, pumpkins
and cauliflower, and finally back
to their homeland.

They were just north of Little
Rock, Arkansas, about a half
day’s hard ride from the border,
when it happened: The 1997 Van
Hool motor coach sideswiped a
barrier and struck a concrete
bridge support, peeling back the
roof like a sardine can. Chavez
and five others were killed; seven
more workers were severely
injured.

The crash in November 2015 ,
though an isolated tragedy, was
also the result of chronic prob-
lems within an American agricul-
ture industry dependent upon a
reliable supply of low-wage, for-
eign-born workers. Chavez and
the others were part of an annual
mass migration made possible
partly by a guarantee of free and
safe transportation to and from
the fields each day and, at sea-
son’s end, back home to their
loved ones. But for many, that
transportation is neither free nor
safe.

It has been just over a half-
century since the nation’s worst
fatal vehicle accident killed near-
ly three dozen migrants, a horror
that farmworker advocates had
hoped would bring lasting
reforms. Yet, due to enforcement
gaps and the sometimes callous
attitudes of those who contract
for the workers, laborers contin-
ue to ride in overloaded, poorly
maintained, uninsured vehicles
— often driven by a fellow crew
member without a proper
license, or with no license at all.

The Associated Press found
more than a dozen accidents that
left at least 38 dead and nearly
200 injured just since January
2015. The casualties included a
5-year-old Mexican boy who died
when the van transporting him
with his mother and 14 other
blueberry pickers flipped in
Virginia, and a 4-year old killed
when a bus carrying mostly
Haitian corn harvesters crashed
in Florida.

Grim as it is, the AP’s tally —
generated through extensive
interviews, public records
requests and searches of online
news reports — is almost certain-
ly a significant undercount. No
one keeps track of the casualties
nationally.

“I think there’s more unregis-
tered, improperly insured,
unsafe transportation out there
for farmworkers than ... 20 years
ago,” says attorney Greg Schell,
deputy director of Southern
Migrant Legal Services.

A big reason, he and others
contend: Rarely are those who
profit most from this cheap labor
made to pay. Instead, it is the
families of people like Jose
Chavez who lose.

—-
In exchange for tending the

landowner’s animals in the
Mexican mountain village of El
Sabino, the Chavez family — nine
in all — got the use of a small
wooden house, if you could call it
that. If a stiff wind came through
their valley, the rickety shack
would shift and groan. Rain
dripped through the thatched
roof.

“When you got out of the bed,
the first thing you would step on
was water,” says Jose’s mother,
Maria Felix Martinez Chavez.

Jose’s dream was to replace
this hovel with a solid house
made of concrete. But he knew
that with the 100 pesos a day —
about $5 — he could earn work-
ing the fields around home, it
would take forever.

So he signed on to do farm
labor in the United States.

Of the 1.1 million farmworkers
in the U.S., 71 percent are for-
eign-born, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor. Nearly half
of those acknowledge working
here illegally.

Chavez did it by the books. His
employer, Vasquez Citrus &
Hauling of Lake Placid, Florida,
is one of thousands taking part
in the federal H-2A guest worker
visa program. In addition to
wages of $11.56 an hour, con-
tractor Juan Vasquez would pro-
vide Chavez room, board and,
crucially, a guarantee of free
transportation from Mexico and
back .

Whenever he could, Chavez
dutifully wired money home. And

his pledge of a better house
began to be realized: His parents
constructed two simple but stur-
dy rooms, with a roof that didn’t
leak.

Last Nov. 4, Jose wired his
parents 6,000 pesos, about
$320. Two days later, he was
dead.

When the crash investigations
began, a pattern of alleged safety
violations emerged. Officials say
the bus, purchased by Vasquez
just the day before, was not reg-
istered with the Labor
Department — meaning the com-
pany was not authorized to use it
to transport workers. Driver
Roberto Vasquez, Juan’s brother,
did not have a commercial opera-
tor’s license.

In addition, the vehicle was
woefully underinsured, says
Schell, who has been working
with the victims’ families. With a
capacity of 47, it should have
been insured for around $5 mil-
lion; Vasquez’s liability coverage
was one-fifth of that. And his
workers’ compensation policy did
not cover the journey home.

In the two years prior to the
crash, Vasquez Citrus had been
cited 22 times for alleged viola-
tions, from underage drivers to
vehicles with worn tires, accord-
ing to the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration. The Labor
Department had also cited Juan
Vasquez for failure to provide
safe vehicles, going back to 2007.
But no fines were issued.

Lori Flores, a history professor
at Stony Brook University who
has studied the Mexican farm-
worker movement, says the sce-
nario is all too familiar.

“It’s an honor system,” she

says of the regulatory apparatus
meant to ensure workers’ safe
transport. “And it’s only when
accidents ... happen that agen-
cies might get involved. But then
it’s way too late.”

—-
It was the tragedy two genera-

tions earlier that convinced
Congress that migrants needed
special protection on the road.

On Sept. 17, 1963, a makeshift
bus carrying 58 migrant workers
was returning to a labor camp
when it was struck by a freight
train at an unmarked crossing
outside the town of Chualar,
California. The “bus” was essen-
tially a flatbed truck fitted with
two parallel wooden benches,
with no restraints. Thirty-two
workers died and 25 were severe-
ly injured. The driver was unli-
censed.

In the wake of Chualar and
another incident that year that
killed 27, Congress passed a law
requiring contractors to provide
proof of liability insurance and to
inform workers about housing,
wages and transportation. But
many didn’t bother even to regis-
ter.

Two decades later, lawmakers
enacted the Migrant and
Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act, or MSPA, which,
among other requirements, man-
dates that agricultural employers
show that transportation is prop-
erly insured and meets safety
standards.

Still, the transport deaths per-
sist, and for a wide range of rea-
sons.

More than 10,000 farm labor
contractors are registered under
MSPA, but Labor’s Wage and

santa Barbara County Fire Department via AP

This Aug. 11 PhoTo provided by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department shows a converted
school bus carrying more than two dozen farmworkers which crashed in a rural part of Santa Barbara
County and burst into flames, fire officials said. Six people were injured and taken to a hospital, according
to Capt. Dave Zaniboni of the Santa Barbara County Fire Department. 

Family Photo/Migrant Farmworker Justice Project via AP

This Aug. 23, 2015 photo provided by his family via the Migrant
Farmworker Justice Project shows Enrique Cabriales. Tired of watch-
ing his mother struggle with untreated diabetes and high blood pres-
sure, Cabriales resolved to do something. And so, at 27, he did what
so many of his compatriots before him have done: He signed on to
do farm labor in the United States. On Nov. 6, he, Jose Rangel
Chavez, and four others were killed on their way back to Mexico
when their bus hit a concrete support on Interstate 40 in North Little
Rock. When the crash investigations began, a pattern of alleged
safety violations by Vasquez Citrus & Hauling of Lake Placid, Fla.,
emerged. 

Unsafe transport leads to death 
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For some girls, Michelle Obama rivals Beyoncé as a role model
NEW YORK (AP) — Healthy

food and plenty of exercise. The
challenges of military families.
Education for girls around the
globe.

The feel-good initiatives of first
lady Michelle Obama have served
as both inspiration and eight
years of teaching moments for
many families. So what, exactly,
do they think is her legacy over a
period that spans much of the
lifetime of today’s kids?

“I think she stands for kind-
ness in America,” said Alexis
Shenkiryk, a 12-year-old in Del
Mar, California. “She really
encouraged me to try harder, and
she promoted a lot of good things
for everyone, not just certain
people.”

Alexis was jealous when her
24-year-old sister got to attend
President Barack Obama’s 2008
inauguration. Over the years,
said Shenkiryk’s mom, Rhonda

Moret, the goodwill the first lady
was able to pass on to her girls
overflowed from the White
House.

“We’re a biracial family,” Moret
said. “We’ve had numerous con-
versations discussing how one’s
race or background are truly
irrelevant and how we should
value one’s character above all
else.”

Inara Abernathy, a 17-year-old
in Nashville, has absorbed many

life lessons of her own from the
first lady.

“She’s strong and beautiful
and she makes me feel beautiful,
too,” Inara said. “I feel like I can
accomplish things when I think
about her.”

Then there’s bullying.
“I was bullied a lot when I was

little and she taught me how
when I got bullied to just don’t
think about it,” Inara said.
“Ignore them. Live your life and
be happy.”

Her dad is a retired Army
colonel and the teen admires
Mrs. Obama’s shout-out for mili-
tary families. And when the first
lady put in the White House gar-
den, “it made me think about
eating better food and losing
weight,” Inara said. “Without her
I’m not sure I would have done
that.”

Norfolk, Virginia, 10th-grader
Kassidy Carey canvassed for
Hillary Clinton and has volun-
teered to advocate for various
social causes through the site
DoSomething.org. She was too
little to remember the president’s
first inauguration, but she loved
watching the second one. She’s a
regular first lady watcher.

“Oh I love her,” said Kassidy,
who has already decided on law
school when the time comes. “I

just think she’s really well com-
posed, and she’s an empowering
person.”

“I really appreciate that the
first lady tries to make young
girls feel like more than just girls,
you know,” she said. “She makes
us feel like people who actually
have opinions that matter and
who can fight for what we believe
in.”

Kiki Emordi is 8 and in the
third grade in Richmond, Texas,
outside Houston. Her parents
are originally from Nigeria and
her mother, Ngozi Emordi,
teaches English as a second lan-
guage.

“She’s a bold woman,” said
the elder Emordi, who also has
two older girls and a son. “Any
black girl can just see Michelle
and know she can dream big.
She says to these girls it doesn’t
matter where you come from or
what you look like, you can be
anything that you want to be.”

Lesson learned as far as Kiki
is concerned. She is forever on
the hunt for any news of Mrs.
Obama, whether it’s a fresh
speech or fabulous outfit.

“I really look up to her as a
role model,” she said.

At 7, Jordan West of
Rochester, New York, has
already met her hero, Mrs.

Obama, at a White House-host-
ed event. She helps her two
older brothers run the family’s
Champions of Change, a non-
profit they started to urge young
people to become “change
agents” in their communities.
She recently spoke at another
Washington event for girls.

“One of her goals is to help lit-
tle girls,” said Jordan, who was
inspired by the first lady to do
the same.

Jordan hosted a party for girls
in foster care and wrote a book
about how she hit on the idea,
“Princess for a Day.” She also
got together with other girls to
make real bags for foster kids
who would otherwise have to
transport their belongings in
trash bags.

“She’s a black person like us
and she’s an author and she
went to Harvard,” Jordan said. “I
was so excited.”

Rebecca Briscoe teaches sec-
ond grade to Kiki Emordi and
classmate Maya Babu.

“For over 10 years now I have
taught in underserved communi-
ties,” Briscoe said. “Michelle is
like their Beyonce because she
grew up hard like them.”

As for Maya? Mrs. Obama, she
said, “makes me want to be a
better girl.”

AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File

IN ThIs FIle PhoTo, first lady Michelle Obama waters a bed of vegetable seeds with students Nare
Kande of the New York Botanical Gardens in the Bronx, N.Y., right, and Marley Santos of Foothill
Elementary School in Boulder, Colo., left, during the seventh annual White House Kitchen Garden
Planting on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. The feel-good initiatives of the first lady
have served as both inspiration and eight years of teaching moments for many families. 

First lady charted her own course
WASHINGTON (AP) — When

Michelle Obama considered the
daunting prospect of becoming
first lady, she purposely avoided
turning to books by her prede-
cessors for guidance.

Instead, she turned inward.
“I didn’t want to be influenced

by how they defined the role,”
Mrs. Obama once said. She
instinctively knew she had to
define the job “very uniquely and
specifically to me and who I was.”

That meant doing it her way:
shaping the role around her fam-
ily, specifically her two young
daughters, and not letting her
new responsibilities consume
her.

Throughout her eight years,
Mrs. Obama has been a power-
ful, if somewhat enigmatic, force
in her husband’s White House.
She chose her moments in the
often unforgiving spotlight with
great care and resisted pressure
to become more engaged in the
mudslinging of partisan politics.

At times, she’s been more tra-
ditional than some expected — or
wanted from this first lady. At
other times, she’s been eager to
update stuffy conventions asso-
ciated with the office.

As she navigated her way
through, the woman who grew
up on the South Side of Chicago
discovered a talent for television
and a comfort with Hollywood A-
listers, haute couture and social
media. And she used all of those
elements to promote her causes
— childhood obesity, support for
military families, girls’ education
— with at least some success.

When she leaves the White
House next month just a few
days after celebrating her 53rd
birthday, Mrs. Obama will do so
not just as a political figure, but
as a luminary with international
influence.

Friends say she charted that
path largely on her own.

“What she did was she sort of
listened to herself and allowed
her own inner voice and strength
and direction to lead her in the
way that felt most authentic to
her, Oprah Winfrey told The
Associated Press. “And I think
watching somebody makes you
want to do that for yourself.”

—
Mrs. Obama grappled with the

childhood obesity issue before
becoming first lady; a doctor had
warned her about her daughters’
weight.

At the White House, she decid-
ed to share her experience with
the country and started by plant-
ing the first vegetable garden
there in more than 60 years.
That led the following year, in
2010, to the launch of her anti-
childhood-obesity initiative,
“Let’s Move.”

The first lady appealed to elect-
ed officials, food makers, sellers,
restaurant chains and others to
try to make healthy food more
accessible. She lobbied lawmak-
ers to add more fruit, vegetables
and whole grains, and limit fat,
sugar and sodium in the federal
school lunch program.

That led to the first update to
the program in decades, and for

Mrs. Obama the process was
akin to a crash course in
Washington sausage-making.
Mrs. Obama’s effort was not uni-
versally welcomed. Republicans
in Congress wanted to reverse
the rules. Others said Mrs.
Obama was acting like the “food
police.” Even the kids she wanted
to help added to the backlash.
Some students posted photos of
lunches they found unappealing
on Twitter with the hashtag
#ThanksMichelleObama, or sim-
ply tossed the food into the trash.

Mrs. Obama had won. But she
would never again try to work
closely with Congress on an
issue. She chose instead to use
her platform to press industry to
change its ways.

It’s too early to know how Mrs.
Obama’s efforts may affect child-
hood obesity rates long term, but
advocates believe she helped
change the national dialogue
around healthy eating. And
although incoming Republican
President Donald Trump, a
proud patron of McDonald’s and
Kentucky Fried Chicken, has yet
to comment on school meal regu-
lations, advocates worry about
the fate of Mrs. Obama’s effort
under a White House and
Congress that will be controlled
by the GOP.

Reflecting on her childhood
obesity work, Mrs. Obama said
some people initially wondered
why she would bother with such
a “softball issue” but “now, all
those challenges and criticisms
are off the table.” She told talk-
show host Rachael Ray that “at
least we’ve become very aware as
a society that this is one of our
most important health issues.”

—-
Mrs. Obama’s push to put the

country on a health kick extend-
ed to exercise — and she made
herself exhibit A.

To promote “Let’s Move,” the
first lady often donned athletic
wear and ran around with kids at
sports clinics, some on the South
Lawn. She twirled a hula hoop
around her waist 142 times and
kick-boxed in a video of the gym
workout that helped tone the
upper arms she showed off regu-
larly, as in her official White
House photo.

She did pushups with Ellen
DeGeneres, raced in a potato
sack against late-night TV’s
Jimmy Fallon in the East Room
and shimmied with a turnip in a
brief video popular on social
media — all to show that exercise
can be fun.

“I’m pretty much willing to
make a complete fool of myself to
get our kids moving,” she once
said.

Instead of going the fool’s
route, Mrs. Obama turned her-
self into a fitness guru and a fig-
ure significantly more popular
than her husband.

—-
First lady was never a position

Mrs. Obama imagined for herself,
given her modest upbringing, her
distaste for politics and having
never seen her skin color on a
U.S. president and first lady.

Her early aversion to politics

developed while watching her
father navigate Chicago politics
for his job with the city water
department, and was reinforced
by her husband’s pursuit of a
political career. Both Obamas
have said his political ambition
had strained their marriage and
family.

Once in the White House, Mrs.
Obama vowed to protect her then
10- and 7-year-old daughters’
right to a normal childhood. She
declared being “mom in chief” to
Malia and Sasha as her priority,
irking women who hoped the first
lady might be less constrained by
stereotypes.

She showed few signs of trying
to push those boundaries.

Mrs. Obama was an enthusi-
astic White House hostess. She
rarely spoke about issues that
were outside of her portfolio. She
crafted her public schedule
around her daughters’ activities
and limited her travel so she
could spend time with them.

The Obamas’ parenting style
— often described by both
Obamas as warm, but strict —
made them role models on that
front, a point of pride, particu-
larly in the African-American
community.

“We have heard no Obama
children drama,” said Ingrid
Saunders Jones, national
chairwoman of the National
Council of Negro Women.

Mrs. Obama didn’t really
begin to open up about the his-
toric nature of her service as
the first black woman to
become first lady until the end
of the presidency was in sight.
She mostly addressed the sub-
ject in interviews when was
asked to reflect about it, and
discussed how important it was
for children to see a black pres-
ident and first lady.

Longtime friend and White
House adviser Valerie Jarrett
said Mrs. Obama was often
reluctant to talk about such
matters earlier because she
wanted her legacy to be more
than just her place in history.

“Her goal is not what she is,
but what she does,” Jarrett
said.

—-
In the final weeks of the pres-

idential race, Mrs. Obama set
aside her distaste for politics to
wage one last campaign, an
ultimately futile attempt to help
elect Democrat Hillary Clinton.
She quickly became one of most
passionate Democratic voices
opposing Trump and calling
him out for “bragging about
sexually assaulting women” in
comments caught on a 2005
video.

“I know it’s a campaign, but
this isn’t about politics,” she said
at a Clinton rally shown live on
cable TV news, rare exposure for
a first lady in a campaign. If
Trump’s past words are “painful
to us as grown women,” she
asked, “what do you think this is
doing to our children?”

It was yet another moment
when Mrs. Obama again seemed
to be following her path rather
than precedent.



BETHLEHEM, N.H. (AP) —
Instead of mailing her Christmas
cards from her local post office,
Sherry Wareing drove 20 miles
roundtrip to a small post office in
a White Mountains town of about
2,500.

Convenience didn’t matter to
Wareing, of Twin Mountain. She
wanted the “Bethlehem” stamp
on her envelopes.

“We feel the connection here
with Jesus Christ, Bethlehem,
the birth of Christ and every-
thing. This kind of represents it
for us,” she said.

According to the Bible, Jesus
was born in Bethlehem, in what
is now the West Bank.

Most of the year, letters and
other mail dropped off at the tiny
post office are sent to a regional
facility in White River Junction,
Vermont. There, they stream
through an efficient automated
machine that cancels stamps
with postal markings.

But each December,
Bethlehem postmaster Brian
Thompson dusts off a machine
that has been there for at least
six decades. Stacks of cards
must be fed into it by hand and it

cancels each stamp with the
word “Bethlehem.”

“It has a pinch wheel and it
just starts drawing letters
through,” Thompson said. “The
machine works great. But you’ll
stand there for several hours a
day cancelling letters.”

With two days before
Christmas, Thompson said about
58,000 letters had gone through
the machine.

There are about 90 post offices
in the United States with holi-
day- or winter-themed names
and the U.S. Postal Service offers
a “Christmas Re-mailing” service
to them. Letters may be sent to
the postmaster in the town
marked “Christmas Re-mailing”
and they will be stamped and
sent out.

The list includes six other
Bethlehems along with Garland,
Maine; Holly, Michigan; Rudolph,
Ohio; Santa Claus, Indiana;
Antlers, Oklahoma; Nazareth,
Texas; and Snowflake, Arizona.

In Bethlehem, New Hampshire,
Thompson provides rubber
stamps and ink pads at a table
where patrons mark their cards
and packages with a 2-inch-

square wooded scene that says
“Bethlehem, New Hampshire.”

Thompson said people come
from around the state to get the
postmark. For years, one family
has been coming from
Pennsylvania. They drive up, buy
a Christmas tree and mail their
greeting cards.

And, what is the response from
people who receive those cards
from the little town of Bethlehem,
New Hampshire?

“They think it is amazing that
they have their own special
stamp here that says ‘Bethlehem’
on it,” Wareing said.

Christmas cards get holy touch 
with a Bethlehem postmark

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) —
Brian Smith couldn’t breathe
when he was born.

With an umbilical cord
wrapped around his neck, he
explains that he was born dead.
He was nicknamed “Blue”
because of the color of his skin
the first few days when his body
worked to restore the needed
oxygen to survive. And because
of his life, he works to give as
much life back to others as pos-
sible.

Smith does that through The
Blue Heart Foundation, an
organization the 2003 Carver
High School and 2009 Alabama
State University graduate created
as a way to give back to the com-
munity - to children, the hungry,
and to the elderly.

“Everything that I do with the
organization is from the heart,”
he said. “I came from a single
parent household, so I never
really had anything, so as I got
older, I promised myself that I
would help others. Every project
that I took on, I paid for out of my
pocket because we as people
need to realize that we can’t die
with money, so let’s do some-
thing productive with it. Let’s

help the next person.”
This past Thanksgiving, he

purchased 325 canned goods for
the Salvation Army. With the
help of the Hamilton Masonic
Lodge No. 365, he bought more
than 300 pairs of socks for
Capitol Hill Nursing Home and
Hillview Terrace Nursing Home.

He has also collected items for
“Gifts for Kids.” Items collected
for patients at Baptist East
include coloring books, crayons,
stuffed animals and bubbles. He
purchases the items from dis-
count stores, and wants to gift
the children with the items to
help “keep them occupied while
they’re lying in the hospital.”

Smith, a member of the Alpha
Phi Omega National Service
Fraternity, Inc., and of the
Hamilton Masonic Lodge No.
365, understand the importance
of giving back. It is something his
mother, Ann Smith McCall,
instilled in him at a young age.

Before many Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners, McCall would
first take her children to the
Salvation Army to help serve the
homeless dinner before returning
home to eat their own meal. But
Smith also saw his mother give

Christmas baskets to those in
nursing homes, and toiletry-type
items for the women at Tutwiler
Prison.

“He was always a good child,”
she said. “I never had any trouble
with him. Always took him to
church and to Sunday School.”

Smith created the foundation
for several reasons. To help chil-
dren, and also to help those with
a low income - families who do
not have a lot, and children who
might not otherwise receive a gift.

“I plan to put smiles on their
faces,” he said. “I feel like it’s
important to give back. I feel it’s
important to always make the
next person happy. It’s a good
deed, so I think it’s a good thing
to do.”

Aside from giving back, Smith,
who works at Gunter Annex, said
his mother taught him “to keep
my trust in God.

“With God, you have every-
thing. She was a hard working
mom, so I instilled from her to
always work hard. She had three
jobs, trying to take care of me
and my sisters. So that instilled
in me to be a hard worker. Work
with what you have. I don’t have
much, but I turned out all right.”
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 Thank You Cleveland for 6 Years!

 Join a Growing Local Team
 @ Eagle Home Care

 2010 - 2016

 2700 Keith Street
 Phone: 423-472-2225 • Fax: 423-472-2272

 www.eaglehomecaretn.com
 EOE

 Needed Full-Time & Part-Time CNA/Caregivers in
 Bradley, Polk, Rhea, Meigs, Hamilton, McMinn Counties

 Full-Time Benefits: Health Insurance ($85 Month), Dental,
 Life Insurance, Choose your hours, Competitive Pay

 Pool With Water-Fall
 Enjoy our inside fitness center
 Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. 
 One Of Kind 2 Bedroom, Hollywood Baths
 Carwash, Basketball Court , Laundry
 and  Picnic Areas, Lavishly Decorated 
 Club House
 Ponds with enjoyable water sprays
 Easy 12 months leasing terms

         PPAARRKK
        OOAAKKSS

 AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS

         PPAARRKK         PARK
        OOAAKKSS        OAKS

 AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS APARTMENTS

 1159 Harrison Pike, Cleveland

 Call Today
 423-479-7916 

CCAARREEEERR OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTYY 
PPaacckkaaggiinngg AAssssoocciiaattee 

“The place to go, stay and grow!” 

Lonza (Charleston, TN), the world’s largest supplier of swimming pool and 
spa sanitizers, is now accepting applications for fulltime Packaging 
Associates. A state recognized high school diploma, GED or HiSET is 
required; six (6) months manufacturing experience preferred. 
 
Major responsibilities include: operating packaging equipment; filling drums, 
pails and bottles; documenting production data; operating fork trucks; 
loading/unloading trucks; processing returned product; housekeeping and 
other duties as assigned. Must be willing to work 12-hour rotating shifts.  
 
In addition to a starting pay of $15 per hour, a generous benefits package is 
included. Advancement opportunities are also available. 
 

Candidates must apply online at http://www.lonza.com/ (Careers/Available 
Jobs/US Opportunities then search “Charleston”).  
 

If offered a position, applicants must successfully complete a background 
check as well as a pre-employment physical and drug screen.  
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  
M/F/Disability/Protected Veterans  
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CCAARREEEERR OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTYY 

“The place to go, stay and grow!” 

Electrical Engineer 
 
At Lonza, we invest in great people.  We encourage our employees to challenge 
themselves and we offer an environment that fosters creativity and success.  Lonza is 
one of the world’s leading and most trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech 
and specialty ingredients markets.      
 
The Electrical Engineer, located at the water sanitizer manufacturing facility in 
Charleston, TN, applies skills and expertise to generate solutions that require 
development or sustainment of new or improved techniques or procedures. 
Responsibilities include assisting with planning, conducting, and evaluating 
approaches to meet project objectives in a timely, cost-effective fashion.   
 
BS in Electrical or Chemical Engineering required with 5+ years of applicable 
experience.  Candidates must apply online at  www.lonza.com/careers.  Search for 
“Charleston” for a complete job summary. 
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  
M/F/Disability/Protected Veterans  

 HAVE MACHINE OPERATOR EXPERIENCE?
 HAVE SHIPPING & RECEIVING EXPERIENCE?

Answer to
Sudoku Puzzle

on Page 41

From birth to blue: 
Man breathes new life into those in need
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 North Cleveland Towers does not discriminate on the basis of 
 handicapped status in the admission or access to, or treatment or 

 employment in its federally assisted programs and activities.

 North Cleveland 
 Towers

 Call (423) 479-9639
 1200 Magnolia Ave. NE • Cleveland, TN 37311

 L OOKING  F OR  
 A N  A FFORDABLE  
 P LACE  T O  L IVE
 Are You 62 Years or Older?

 • Conveniently Located
 • Activities Provided

 Accepting
 Applications 
 *Income Restrictions Apply

      Rent Based On Income.
      Utilities Included In Rent.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

 APARTMENTS &
 HOMES FOR RENT

 423-476-5518
 Online Rental Payment Available
 ASK ABOUT SELECT “SPECIALS”

 www.bender-realty.com
 or come by office
 425 25th Street

 CLEVELAND STATE
 COMMUNITY COLLEGE

 is accepting applications for the following positions:

 AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTOR – Full-time Term (3 semesters) – 
 Master’s degree with 18 graduate semester hours in Agriculture or Agriculture Education or 
 closely related area. Term contract dates are January 2017 through May 2018.  Salary range per 
 semester $20,664 – $25,830 plus benefits.  Applications are accepted until January 20, 2017.

 MAINTENANCE CUSTODIAL WORKER - Salary $22,402 –  Successful 
 completion of the eighth grade with a valid driver’s license is required; work experience in 
 maintaining grounds and/or custodial work is preferred. Two positions available – one first shift 
 and one second shift.  Applications are accepted until January 6, 2017.

 Only applications submitted at:
 https://jobs.tbr.edu will be considered.

 Cleveland State Community College is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Sections 504/ADA employer

CCAARREEEERR OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTYY 

“The place to go, stay and grow!” 

MPO Research Technician 
 
At Lonza, we invest in great people.  We encourage our employees to challenge 
themselves and we offer an environment that fosters creativity and success.  Lonza is 
one of the world’s leading and most trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech 
and specialty ingredients markets.      
 
The Manufacturing Process Optimization (MPO) Research Technician, located at the 
water sanitizer manufacturing facility in Charleston, TN, conducts laboratory, analytical 
or pilot scale testing and data analysis to support MPO and plant operations.     
 
Associates degree required in Chemistry (bachelors preferred) with 5+ years of 
applicable experience.  Candidates must apply online by January 2, 2017 at  
www.lonza.com/careers.  Search for “Charleston” for a complete job summary. 
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  
M/F/Disability/Protected Veterans  

llOYD'S uSED CArS
423-476-5681

5526 Waterlevel Highway
Cleveland, TN

www.lloydsusedcars.com
Come by, make an offer, cash talks. 
2005 Buick rendezvous, 2008 
Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 2006 
Hyundai Santa Fe 4x4, 2007 Ford 
Escape, 2008 Chevrolet Equinox, 
2004 Ford F150 Pickup, 2006 
Suzuki Forenza, 2005 Chevrolet 
Trailblazer v8 with 3rd row seat, 
2005 Ford Focus.

72. Cars For sale

DODGE CArAvAN 4- cylinder. Blue 
with gray interior. 6 disk CD, keyless 
entry, new battery, runs great! 
Non-smoker. $1700 or best offer. 
2003 Auto, power windows, dual 
side airbags, heated seats, leather 
interior, power locks, power seats, 
tilt steering. 190,000. 423-424-8537.

70. vans For sale

THDA PROgRAM

PuRCHAsE YOuR HOME
WiTH NO DOWN PAYMENT

YOu DO NOT NEED 
PERFECT CREDiT

HERB LACY
423-593-1508

AFFiLiATE BROKER
CENTuRY 21 

1sT CHOiCE REALTORs
2075 OCOEE sT

CLEvELAND, TN 37311
478-2332

Hlkl3@yahoo.com

OWNEr FINANCING! lease with 
option, 3 and 4 bedroom homes. 
Owner/ agent STONY BrOOkS    
rEAlTY 423-479-4514.

56. Houses For sale

rOOMMATE WANTED, 2 rooms 
available, $600 or $900, includes 
utilities and internet. 423-715-9519.

NICE HOuSE! 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
3140 HollyBrook Circle, ask about 
pets. $925 monthly, call/ text 
423-400-0962.

4 BEDrOOM, 2 bath with basement. 
South Cleveland. $1,100 monthly, 
423-650-5027

53. Houses For Rent

ClEAN 3 bedroom, two bath, ga-
rage, screen porch. Walker valley 
School. One year lease, $1195 rent. 
Owner/ Agent STONY BrOOkS 
rEAlTY 423-479-4514.

AlMOST NEW: 2,000 + square foot, 
large master on main floor, 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, basement has partial 
bath, 2 car garage, all rooms extra 
large. North area. lease option. 
$1,300 deposit, $1,300 monthly. 
423-309-8320. No inside pets.

3 BEDrOOM, 1 bath Home on 
large lot, One level, Stove and re-
frigerator, Hardwood flooring, Cen-
tral heat/ air, Carport. Quiet area, 
Near new Wal-Mart, It is on Cleve-
land utilities. NO PETS! $850 
monthly. $800 deposit Call 
423-715-6117, if no answer please 
leave message.

PuBlISHEr'S NOTICE: All real es-
tate advertised in this newspaper is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 and the Tennessee Hu-
man rights Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin, handicap/ disability or an in-
tention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination." 
This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportu-
nity basis. Equal Housing Opportu-
nity, M/F.

53. Houses For Rent

BrEEzEWAYExTENDEDSTAY.COM

WEEklY rate paid in advance, aver-
ages $46.43 nightly plus tax. 
423-584-6505.

$149 PLus tax weekly special, 1 
person with ad, HBO/ ESPN. 
423-728–4551.

52. sleeping Rooms

COllEGETOWN MOBIlE ES-
TATES: Two bedrooms nice and 
clean. 472–6555.

$495: 2 Bedroom, 1 bath.
$525: 2 Bedroom, 2 bath.
$450: 2 Bedroom, 1 bath.
All units include: New paint, vinyl 
flooring, and water. PrOvISION 
rEAl ESTATE AND PrOPErTY 
MANAGEMENT, llC 423-693-0301.

50. Mobile Homes For Rent

TOWNHOuSE: 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
no smoking/ pets. Great location. 
$850 monthly. 423-505-3355.

TAkING APPlICATIONS for a 2 
bedroom apartment. Near lee uni-
versity, No pets/ No smoking. $600 
monthly, $300 deposit. Water fur-
nished. 423-728-5413.

STuDIO uNIT, cable and utilities in-
cluded. very Clean! 440 Second 
Street. $575 monthly. Deposit re-
quired. No smoking or pets. 
423-715-9672.   

STEEPlECHASE 3494 Hedge Drive 
NE, Cleveland. Duplex $650 
monthly. $425 deposit. Newly re-
modeled. Washer/ dryer hookup. 2 
bedroom, 2 full baths. No smoking, 
no pets. 423-421-9655.

NICE TOWNHOuSE! 2 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, 2995 landmark Court, ask 
about pets. $685 monthly. Call/ text 
423-400-0962.

NICE 2 bedroom in Cleveland. 
Ground level. remodeled: Stove, re-
frigerator, blinds, water and sewer 
furnished. No pets, no smoking. Call 
for information between 9am-6pm 
423-479-5570.  

luxurY TOWNHOMES: $755 and 
up monthly, 2 bedrooms, 1.5/ 2.5 
baths. Gas heat, gas fireplaces. 
Near mall, YMCA and lee univer-
sity. Call for details. 423-595-1943
woodridgecleveland.com

LuxuRiOus TOWNHOME At 
Stonebriar in Cleveland. Off Old 
Tasso road, on Stonecastle Drive, 
one level 2 bedroom,  includes all 
stainless appliances, washer/ dryer. 
$975 monthly. Available January 1st. 
Steve at 423-421-3666.

DuPlEx: 2 bedroom, 1 bath, stove, 
refrigerator furnished, central heat/ 
air. No steps. No pets. references 
required, washer/ dryer connections, 
$500 monthly, $200 deposit. 
423-244-1616.

ClEvElAND SuMMIT Apartments 
rent is based on income for persons 
62 or older, handicapped or dis-
abled. We have immediate open-
ings. Equal Housing Opportunity 44 
Inman Street 479-3005

ClEAN AND spacious 2 bedroom, 1 
bath duplex on one level. utility 
room with washer/ dryer hookup and 
cabinets. Minutes from shopping, 
restaurants and the Greenway. $700 
monthly. $300 deposit. 
423-715-7735.

BLYTHEWOOD- sTEEPLECHAsE
APARTMENTs- 1 Bedroom with 
utilities furnished ($389- $579); 2 
Bedroom ($429- $609). Appliances 
furnished; duplexes. 423-472–7788.

BEST PlACE for living, 2 bedrooms, 
1.5 bathrooms, laundry hookups, 
$660 monthly. 423-667-4967.

APArTMENT FOr rent 1 bedroom, 
1 bath, stove, refrigerator, water/ 
sewer furnished, central heat/ air, 
upstairs, $380 monthly, $200 deposit 
with electricity furnished $500 
monthly, $200 deposit. references 
required. 423-244-1616.

3 BIG bedrooms, 2.5  baths. Double 
garage. One level. 5 minutes to the 
mall. $980 monthly. 423-667-4967.

2 BEDrOOM, 2 bath, excellent one 
level newer duplex. $745 monthly. 
423-298-1964.

2 BEDrOOM, 1.5 bath townhouse, 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher fur-
nished, washer/ dryer connection, 
central heat/ air, bedroom upstairs. 
No pets, references required. Water/ 
sewer furnished. $600 monthly, 
$200. 423-244-1616.

2 BEDrOOM, 1 bath duplex. lo-
cated across from old Whirlpool. 
very large with laminate wood floor-
ing, central heat/ air, laundry room. 
$575 monthly. No pets. 
423-476-6113.

1 BEDrOOM apartment, located 1 
block from lee, has laminate wood 
floors and large walk-in closet, 1 
level, $475 monthly includes water & 
sewer. No pets. 423-476-6113.

$395: lArGE 1 bedroom, 1 bath, 
hardwood floors, water included.
$450: 1 Bedroom, 1 bath, utilities in-
cluded, vinyl/ wood floors, new paint.
$750: luxury townhouse, 2 bed-
room, 2.5 bath, new paint.
$650: 1 bedroom, 1 bath, duplex, to-
tally furnished, with washer/ dryer, 
all utilities included, no pets.
$525: 2 bedroom, 1 bath townhouse, 
built in microwave, vinyl flooring, 
new paint. 
PrOvISION rEAl ESTATE AND 
PrOPErTY MANAGEMENT, llC 
423-693-0301.

$525: 1 Bedroom, 1 bath, laminate 
flooring, new paint, central heat/ air, 
includes all utilities up to $100. Half 
off 1st months rent. PrOvISION 
rEAl ESTATE AND PrOPErTY 
MANAGEMENT, llC 423-693-0301.

49. Apartments For Rent

PuBlISHEr'S NOTICE: All real es-
tate advertised in this newspaper is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 and the Tennessee Hu-
man rights Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin, handicap/ disability or an in-
tention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination." 
This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportu-
nity basis. Equal Housing Opportu-
nity, M/F.

$625 MONTHlY, 2 bedroom town-
home. 1100 square feet. No pets. 
No smoking. 423-961-3699. Agent/ 
Owner.  

49. Apartments For Rent

4009 kEITH Street: Single or multi-
ple offices available. utilities in-
cluded. Owner/ Agent STONY 
BrOOkS rEAlTY 423-479-4514.

48. Office space For Rent

OFFICE/ rETAIl- Star vue Square 
7,000 square feet, $4,000 monthly. 
Owner/ Agent 423-987-9232.

600 SQuArE foot offices plus 2000 
square foot warehouse, also 300 
square foot office plus 900 square 
foot warehouse space. Both with 14 
foot ceiling and overhead loading 
door. APD 40. 423-400-8514.  

$495- $1,150: Half off first 2 month's 
rent. Office and storage space com-
bined, 20x 35 storage, perfect for 
contractors, plumbers, etc. Call Den-
nis, PrOvISION rEAl ESTATE & 
PrOPErTY MANAGEMENT llC.   
423-240-0231.

47. Business Property For
Rent

TEMPSAFE STOrAGE
Climate Controlled

& Outside units
Downtown location
& Georgetown road

614-4111

CAlFEE'S MINI Warehouse for rent: 
Georgetown Pike, Spring Place 
road and Highway 64. Call 
476–2777.

46. storage space For Rent

2 rIvErS CAMPING: rv Park, 
Cabin rentals, directly on the river 
at junction of Hiwassee and Ocoee 
rivers. 423-338-7208.

45. vacation Rentals

PAINT PrO. House painting interior 
and exterior. 25 years experience. 
Free Estimates. 423-462-5753 or 
423-472-0442.

DEBBiE’s CLEANiNg sERviCE

{HOME OR BusiNEss}

Are You in Need Of
Cleaning services?

We Have The services You Are 
Looking For. We Offer a One- 
Time Cleaning service, Daily, 

Weekly, Bi-Weekly and Monthly 
Cleaning Plans.

We use a color- coded cleaning 
system to eliminate
cross contamination. 

sELLiNg YOuR HOME?
WE WiLL gET YOuR HOME iN 

TiP TOP sHAPE TO sELL 
QuiCKLY!

Cleveland Business, Family 
Owned & Operated.

References Available!

All Work guaranteed!

Call us Today For A Free
Estimate. 423-593-1525

COMPLETE LAWNCARE
Commercial and Residential

landscaping, Aerating and over 
seeding mowing, trimming, 
mulching, pressure washing, yard 
clean- up, leaf service.

Licensed and insured.
Free Estimates

very reliable
Offering the Best Rates in Town!
Call saylors Outdoor services 

423-432-7167

CAPTurE YOur memories with 
GENorkus Photography. Special 
events, custom photography por-
traits, weddings, music and bands, 
senior, agricultural, commercial, 
performances, and the newest 
thing. live Portrait! Contact 
George at:

webcaptain1@yahoo.com
to schedule yours today.

BO’S TrEE SErvICE: Over 30 
years experience. Insured, free es-
timates. Bucket Truck. 
423-284-9814 or 423-544-2249.

*BrADFOrD TrEE SErvICE* 
TrIMMING/ rEMOvAl Bucket 
truck/ Chipper FrEE estimates.

Insured. 423-421-4049

40. general services Offered

NEED CA$H fast but can’t get a 
loan? Don’t pay for the promise of a 
loan. Call the Federal Trade Com-
mission at 1-877-FTC-HElP to learn 
how to spot advance-fee loan 
scams. A message from Cleveland 
Daily Banner and the FTC. Or visit 
our Web site at www.ftc.gov

* lOANS up to $1,250 *
Quick Approval
423-476-5770

34. Money To Lend

PrOCESS MEDICAl claims from 
home? Chances are you won’t make 
any money. Find out how to spot a 
medical billing scam. Call the Fed-
eral Trade Commission,

1-877-FTC-HElP.
A message from

Cleveland Daily Banner and the 
Federal Trade Commission. Or visit 
our Web site at www.ftc.gov

iNvEsTigATE BEFORE
YOu iNvEsT!

Always a good policy, especially for 
business opportunities and fran-
chise. Call TN Division of consumer 
Affairs at (800) 342-8385 or the Fed-
eral Trade Commission at (877) 
FTC-HElP for free information. Or 
visit our Web site at www.ftc.gov

33. Business Opportunities

SIGN SErvICES Inc. currently look-
ing for trainable person with any ex-
perience in electrical work, welding, 
boom truck, back hoe and bob cat 
operation. Pay based on experience. 
Must have valid license and depend-
able transportation. F endorsement 
or CDl a plus. Apply in person 2009 
Blythe Avenue.

rESTAurANT HOOD cleaner 
needed immediately. 3rd shift, full 
time position. Must be able to pass 
a drug test and have a clean back-
ground. Drivers license required. 
Please call 472-7055 to fill out an 
application.

PHOTOGrAPHIC MANAGEr
needed for nationwide studio 
chain. Occasional travel required 
for recruiting and training pur-
poses. Competitive base plus com-
mission bonuses and benefits. 
#784-P, c/o Cleveland Daily Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 3600, Cleveland, TN 
37320-3600

NOW HIrING drivers for sched-
uled dedicated runs. rotate 5 days 
on, 2 days off/ 5 days on, 3 days 
off schedule. Top pay, benefits, 
auto detention pay. CDl- A, 6 
months O T r experience required. 
E E O E/ A A P. limited positions.
Apply today! 855-790-0026
www.drive4marten.com

ExPErIENCED luBE Technician 
with job experience only, some com-
puter experience required. Apply at 
917 keith Street, Cleveland. No 
phone calls.

lOCAl SPOTTErS needed with 
CDl. Call 423-506-0938 or 
423-506-1043.

HIrING OTr Drivers! Exclusive 
driver resorts. Competitive pay.
CDl- A, 1 year experience. ABCO 
Transportation. 855-202-5066.

GrOWING MOvING and storage 
company looking for full or part time 
employees. Competitive pay, flexible 
hours, occasional travel required. 
Ability to lift 50+ pounds a must. Call 
423-763-1000 for more information 
and to fill out an application.

Full TIME Certified Pharmacy 
Technician. Experience preferred. 
Apply in person at rite Aid Phar-
macy, 1805 Dalton Pike, Cleveland, 
TN. 423-478-3850.

FrONT DESk ClErk- Must be 
able to work all 3 shifts. Must be 
clean, neat, friendly, drug free, de-
pendable - Whitewater Inn - Ocoee.

FAST PACED medical office seek-
ing medical assistant. Front and 
back office experience is a plus.   
Organized and dependable person 
with good phone and communication 
skills. Send resumes to:
browntwork6@gmail.com.

ExPErIENCED DIESEl mechanic 
needed, apply in person at               
798 County road 180, Athens, TN.      
For directions call 423-744-0121

EArN THOuSAND$ from home. Be 
careful of work-at-home schemes. 
Hidden costs can add up, and re-
quirements may be unrealistic. 
learn how to avoid work-at-home 
scams. Call the Federal Trade Com-
mission. 1-877-FTC-HElP. A mes-
sage from Cleveland Daily Banner 
and the FTC. Or visit our Web site at 
www.ftc.gov

DrIvErS: SIGN- On bonus & paid 
orientation! low- cost insurance, 
holiday & vacation pay, 401k. CDl 
Class- A. Call to start your career 
with Averitt: 855-779-2818.

DrIvErS- CO & Owner Opera-
tors. Earn great money running 
dedicated! Great benefits. Home 
weekly. Monthly bonuses. Drive 
newer equipment! 855-582-2265.

DrIvErS: NEW orientation comple-
tion bonus! $4,000 flatbed! $3,000 
dedicated, regional, O T r & point to 
point lanes! (New hires guaranteed 
minimum $$$ week) 1 year CDl- A: 
1-855-314-1128.

DElIvErY TruCk Driver Positions 
available: Competitive pay, load pay, 
extra delivery pay, $500 monthly 
safety/ performance bonus, daily op-
portunities for extra bonus, weekly 
direct deposit, modern fleet of Cas-
cadia Tractors. requirements: Class 
A CDl, able to operate forklift (will-
ing to learn). If interested or for more 
information call 423-338-0583 or 
931-409-1015. Office hours: Mon-
day- Friday 7am-4pm.

ClEvElAND CITY Schools is now 
hiring Bus Monitors who wish to be-
come Bus Drivers. Must have a 
clean driving record. In- house train-
ing for qualified applicants. Apply at 
Cleveland City Schools Maintenance 
and Transportation, 4300 Mouse 
Creek road, NW, Cleveland, Ten-
nessee, Monday- Friday 7:30am to 
5pm. E O E

ClASSES OFFErED for Certified 
Nurse Assistant (CNA). Hiring for 
CNA classes starting in January 
2017. If interested, apply at:
Bradley Healthcare & rehabilitation 
Center at 2910 Peerless road, 
Cleveland, TN.

CEO/ ExECuTivE Director
Job Description: The Athens- 
McMinn Family YMCA is focused 
on integrity, a team environment, 
empowerment and trust. We are 
looking for a leader who will rein-
force, encourage, and promote val-
ues of caring, faith, honesty, re-
spect, and responsibility in align-
ment with the YMCA’s mission.
Requirements:
• 4-year college degree
• Outstanding written and verbal

communication skills
• Ability to develop and strengthen

community relationships
• Ability to fund raise and manage

annual campaigns
• Must live in or be willing to

relocate to McMinn County
Salary: DOE
Applications should reply to:
tiffany@athensmcminnymca.org

Athens McMinn Family YMCA
P.O. Box 376

Athens, TN  37371

30. Help Wanted - Full Time
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Your
Best
Shot

Recent photos — within the
last year — may be submitted for
Your Best Shot by emailing
gwen.swiger@clevelandban-
ner.com, mailing good quality
photos to Your Best Shot, P.O.
Box 3600, Cleveland, TN 37320-
3600 or dropping them off at
1505 25th St. 

a native of this area, Kevin Nichols, who is known as
DJ Tennessee in New York City, shared some photos, left,
above and right, of Rockefeller Center.  

Janie arms shared a photo of her dog, Brewster, above
left, who is all ready for Christmas.

sharon Guy said one of the best Christmas decorations
is the family table, above center. She said the photo of red
berries, right, is for Dortha McDonald at Morningside. 
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